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c:^  WHILST  this  Volume  was  in  the  prefs,  the  labors, 
and  purfaits  of  the  excellent  Author  were  arrefted  by  death„: 
He  died  June  20th,  1798,  in  the  midft  of  ufefulnefs  and  pub- 
lic eftimation.  The  friends  to  literature,  to  religion,  and  to 
their  country,  will  long  deplore  the  lofs  of  fuch  a  man.  In, 
reference  to  his  ediraable  hiftorical  writings,  we  may  juftly 
apply  to  Jiim  the  eulogy  addreifed  to  an  eminent  Italian,  who 
wrate  a  Hiftory  of  Verona,  in,  the  Sixteenth  century  ;■ 

Quse  prius  exciderant,  quse  vLx  monumenta  manebant.. 

Reflltuis  patriae  tot  monumenta  tuae. 
Per  te  gefta  virum,  per  te  patet  iirbis  origo^ 

Ut  patriaj  dici  jam  mereare  pater  ; 
Marmora,  longa  dies,  rabies  et  barbara  perdefi. 

At  nou  ulla  tuxini  vis  abolebit  opus. 

The  whole  of  this  Volume  was  prepared  for  the  prefs  hj 
tlie  Author,  excepting  the  Index,  which,  having  been  prom« 
ifed  in  the  Propofals,.  has  been  furniflied  by  another  hand. 

With  a  view  to  the  execution  of  his  original  plan  of  com- 
piling and  publifhing  a  complete  A7nerican  Biography,  Dr. 
Belknap  had  procured  and  partially  arranged  a  valuable  col- 
lection of  materials.  Some  of  his  colleftions  were  left  in  fuch 
a  ftate  of  preparation,  that  they  might  be  readily  fitted  for 
the  prefs,  if  the  public  opinion  fliould  countenance  the  publi- 
cation, and  the  tendernefs  of  his  friends  to  his  literary  reputa- 
tion fhould  fuffer  them  to  prefent  to  the  world,  any  unfinifhed 
production  bearing  the  fandtion.  of  his  name. 
Bofton,  Aug.  zothy  1798* 
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PROPOSALS  have  been  Iffued  for  publifliing  by  fubfcrip'.- 
t^on,    Tw/?   Volnmsi  of  Dr.  Belknap's  Ser??ions.       Thofe  wha- 
may  be  difpofed  to   encourage  the  work,  and  may  not  have 
feen  the  Propofals,  may  become  Subfcribers,  by  applying  to, 
any  of  the  Bookfellers  in  Bofton* 
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ADVERTISEMENTo 

V  ARIOUS  caufes,  uncontrollable  by  human  power, 
have  concurred  to  retard  the  compilation  and  publication^ 
of  this  Secon^^olume.  A  Third  is  in  fome  degree  of  for- 
wardnefs. 

In  Vol.  I.  page  ^6,  it  is  faid  that  Governor  Wentwortli 
of  Nova-Scotia  had  employed  a  proper  perfon,  to  fearch 
for  any  veftige  or  tradition,  which  might  remain,  of  the 
ancient  Colony  of  Biron,  in  the  ifland  of  Newfoundland. 
The  places  which  were  point^  out  as  moft,  likely  have 
been  explored.  The  refult  is,  that  '.*  not  a  veftige  or  tradi- 
tion remains  of  any  Indians,  but  the  Micmacs  and  Efqui- 
maux.  Very  few  of  the  former  are  feen.  Of  the  latter, 
fome  vifit  the  ifland  occalionally,  for  a  Ihort  time,  and  re- 
turn to  the  continent.  There  is  no  appearance  of  grape- 
vines, or  of  any  thing  that  could  be  miftaken  for  them." 

The  inquiry,  however  hop^lefs,  will  be  continued,  as 
there  may  be  opportunity ;  and  the  refult,  if  any,  will  be 
Gommunicated. 

Boston,  June  i,  1798, 


INTRODUCTION, 


The  beginning  of  the  Colony  of  Virginia 
has  been  related  in  the  life  of  Capt.  John 
Smith  ;  to  v/hofe  ingenuity,  prudence,  pa- 
tience, activity,  induftry  and  refolution,  its  fub- 
iiftence  during  the  firft  three  years,  is  princi- 
pally to  be  afcribed.  It  would  have  been  either 
dpferted  by  the  people,  or  deilroyed  by  the  na- 
tives, had  he  not  encouraged  the  former  by  his 
unremitted  exertions,  and  ilruck  an  awe  into 
the  latter  by  his  military  addrefs  and  intrepidity- 

The  views  of  the  adventurers  in  England  were 
intent  on  prefent  gain  ;  and  their  flrid  orders 
were  to  preferve  peace  with  the  natives.  Nei- 
ther of  thefe  could  be  realized.  Cultivation  is 
the  firft  object  in  all  new  plantations  ;  this  re- 
quires time  and  induftry  j  and  till  the  wants  of 
the  people  could  be  fupplied  by  their  own  la- 
bour, it  was  necelTary  to  have  fome  dependence 
on  the  natives,  for  fuch  provifions  as  they  could 
fpare,  from  their  own  confumption  ;  and  when 
the  fupply  could  not  be  obtained  by  fair  bar- 
gaiuj  it  v/as  thought  neceifary  to  ufe  ftratagem 
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pr  force.  Thofe  who  were  on  tli^  fpot  were 
the  bed  judges  of  the  time  and  the  occafion  of 
ufmg  thofe  means ;  but  they  were  not  permit- 
ted to  judge  for  themfelves.  The  company  of 
adventurers  undertook  to  prefcribe  rules,  to 
infifl  on  a  rigorous  execution  of  them,  and  to 
form  various  projects  v/hich  never  could  be  car- 
ried into  efte£i:.  In  fhort,  they  expe6:ed  more 
from  their  Colony  than  it  was  poflible  for  it  to 
produce,  in  fo  fhort  a  time,  with  fuch  people  a$. 
they  fent  to  relide  there,  and  in  the  face  of  fo. 
many  dangers  and  difficulties,  which  were  con-i 
tinually  prefented  to  them. 

After  the  arrival  of  Capt.  Newport  in  Eng- 
land, from  his  third  voyage,  the  Company  of 
South  Virginia,  difappointed  and  vexed  at  the 
fmall  returns  which  the  fhips  brought  home,  de- 
termined on  a  change  of  fyflem.  They  folicited 
and  obtained  of  the  Crown  a  new  Charter  (May 
;23,  1609)  and  took  into  the  Company  a  much 
greater  number  of  adventurers  than  before^ 
Not  lefs  than  fix  hundred  and  fifty-feven  names 
of  perfons  are  inferted  in  the  Charter,  many  of 
whom  were  noblemen  and  gentlemen  of  fortune, 
and  merchants  -,  befide  fifty-fix  incorporated 
companies  of  mechanics  in  the  city  of  London  ;* 
and  room  was  left  for  the  admiffion  of  more. 
The  government  at  home  was  veiled  in  a  Coun- 
cil of  fifty-two  perfons,  named  in  the  Charter  j 

at 
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at  the  head  of  which  was  Sir  Thomas  Smith^ 
the  former  Treafurer  ;  and  all  vacancies  which 
might  happen  in  the  Council,  were  to  be  filled 
by  the  vote  of  a  majority  of  the  Company  legal- 
ly alTembled.  This  Council  in  England  had  the 
power  of  appointing  Governors  and  other  offi- 
cers, to  refide  in  Virginia,  and  of  making  laws 
and  giving  inflruftions  for  the  government  of 
the  Colony.  In  confequence  of  this  pov/er,  the 
Treafurer  and  Council  conftituted  the  follow^ing 
officers. 

Sir  Thomas  West,  Lord  Delaware,  Cap- 
tain General. 

Sir  Thomas  Gates,  Lieutenant  General. 

Sir  George  Somers,  Admiral. 

Capt.  Christopher  Newport,  Vice  Ad- 
miral. 

Sir  Thomas  Dale,  High  Marfhall. 

Sir  Ferdinando  Wainman,  General  of 
Horfe. 

Several  other  gentlemen,  whofe 'names  are 
not  mentioned,  were  appointed  to  other  offices, 
all  of  which  were  to  be  holden  dunjig  life. 
This  may  feem  a  ftrange  way  of  appointing  offi- 
cers in  a  new  Colony,  efpecially  when  the  Char- 
ter gave  the  Council  power  to  revoke  and  dif- 
charge  them.  But  it  is  probable  that  thefe  gen- 
tlemen had  friends  m  the  Company  whb  were 
perfons  of  wealth  and  influence,  and  who  thought 
the  offices  not  worthy  of  their  acceptance,  unlefs 

they 
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they  could  hold  them  long  enough  to  make 
their  fortunes.  The  example  of  Columbus 
might  have  ferved  as  a  precedent,  who  had 
the  office  of  Admiral  of  the  Wefl-Indies,  not 
only  for  life,  but  as  m  inheritance  to  hii  pof- 
terity. 
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XVI.     Sir  THOMAS  SMITH. 

-OlLL  which  Is  known  with  certainty 
of  this  gentleman  Is,  that  he  was  a  London 
merchant,  of  great  wealth  and  Influence, 
Governor  of  the  Eaft-India  and  Mufcovy 
Companies,  and  of  the  Company  aflbciated 
for  the  difcovery  of  the  north-weft  paffage  ; 
that  he  had  been  fent  (1604)  Ambaflador 
from  King  James  to  the  Emperor  of  Ruffia  ; 
that  he  was  one  of  the  AlEgnees  of  Sir  Wal- 
ter Raleigh's  patent,  and  thus  became  inter-, 
efted  in  the  Colony  of  Virginia.  He  had 
been  Treafurer  of  the  Company,  under  their 
firft  Charter,  and  prefided  in  all  the  meet- 
ings of  the  Council  and  of  the  Company  in 
England  |  but  he  never  came  to  America. 
B  It 
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It  is  unfortunate  for  the  memory  of  Sir 
Thomas  Smith  5  that  both  the  Company  and 
Colony  of  South  Tirginia  were  diftradted 
by  a  malevolent  party  fpirit  ;  and,  that  he 
•w;as  equally  an  objed:  of  reproach  on  the 
one  hand^  and  of  panegyric  on  the  others 
To  decide  on  the  merit  or  demerit  of  his 
charad:er,  at  this  diftance  of  time^  would 
perhaps  require  more  evidence  than  can  be 
produced  ;  but  candour  Is  due  to  the  dead, 
as  well  as  to  the  living. 

He  was  a  warm  friend  Off  Captain  John 
Smith,  who  in  his  account  of  Virginia,  fpeaks 
of  him  with  refpect,  as  a  diligent  and  careful 
overfeer,  efpecially  in  fending  fupplies  to 
the  Colony,  during  his  refidence  there  ;  and 
after  his  return  to  England,  he  depended  on 
Sir  Thomas  and  the  Council,  for  thofe  ac- 
counts of  the  Colony  which  he  has  inferted 
in  his  hiftory,  fubfequent  to  that  periods 

In  a  dedication  prefixed  to  a  narrative  of 
the  fhipwreck  of  Sir  George  Somers  on  the 
ifland  of  Bermuda,*  Sir  Thomas  is  com.- 
plimented  in  the  following  manner  :  "  Wor-* 

thy 

*  This  narrative  was  written  by  Sylvefier  Jordan?  one 
of  the  pafTengers.  The  dedication  v.^as  by  another  per- 
fon,  who  fubfcribes  it  with  the  initials  W.  C.  It  was- 
printed  with  the  black  Englifli  letter,  1613. 


^-  M    I    T    H.  ^ 

thy  Sir,  If  other  men  were  like  you,  if  all 
as  able  as  you,  were  as  willing,  we  fhoulci 
foon  fee  a  flourifhing  Chriftian  Church  and 
Commonwealth  in  Virginia.  But  let  this 
be  your  confolation  ;  there  is  one  that  is 
more  able  and  more  willing  than  you,  even, 
the  God  of  heaven  and  earth.  And  know 
further,  for  your  comfort,  that  though  the 
burthen  lie  on  you  and  a  few  more,  yet 
are  there  many  honourable  and  worthy  mea 
of  all  forts  who  will  never  flirink  from  you. 
Go  on,  therefore,  with  courage  and  con-? 
ftancy  ;  and,  be  aflured  that  though  by  your 
honourable  embaflages  and  employments, 
and  by  your  charitable  and  virtuous  courfes, 
you  have  gained  a  worthy  reputation  in  this'^ 
world,  yet  nothing  that  you  ever  did  or 
fufFered,  more  honours  you  in  the  eyes  of 
all  that  are  godly-wife,  than  your  faithful 
and  unwearied  profecution,  your  continual 
and  comfortable  afliftance  of  thofe  foreign 
plantations." 

But  though  flattered  and  complimented 
by  his  admirers,  yet  he  had  enemies  both 
among  the  Company  in  England,  and  the 
Colonifts  in  Virginia.  By  fome  of  his  at 
foclates,  .he   was  accufed  of  favouring  the 

growth 
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growth  of  tobacco  In  the  Colony,  to  the 
negledb  of  other  ftaple  commodities,  which 
the  country  was  equally  capable  of  produ- 
cing. It  was  alfo  alleged,  that  inftead  of  a 
body  of  laws  agreeable  to  the  Englifh  Con- 
ftitution,  a  book  had  been  printed  and  ded-. 
icated  to.  him,  and  fent  to  Virginia  by  his 
own  authority,  and  without  the  order  or 
confent  of  the  Company,  containing  "  Laws 
written  in  blood  ;"  which,  though  they  might 
ferve  for  a  time  of  war,  being  moftly  tranf- 
lated  from  the  martial  law  of  the  United 
Netherlands,  yet  were  deftru^live  of  the 
liberties  of  Englifh  fubjedls,  and  contrary  to 
the  exprefs  letter  of  the  Royal  Charter.  For 
this  reafon,  many  people  in  England  were 
deterred  from  emigrating  to  Virginia,  and 
many  perfoxis  in  the  Colony  were  unjuftly 
put  to  death. 

In  the  Colony,  the  clamour  againft  him 
was  ftill  louder-  It  was  there  faid,  that  he 
had  been  moft  fcandaloufly  negligent,  if  not 
corrupt,  in  the  matter  of  fupplies  ;  that  in  a 
certain  period  called  "  the  ftarving  time," 
the  allowance  for  a  man  was  only  eight 
ounces  of  meal  and  half  a  pint  of  peafe  per 
<jay,  and  that  neither  of  them  were  fit  to  be 

eaten  ; 
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eaten ;  that  famine  obliged  many  of  the  people 
to  fly  to  the  favages  for  relief,  who  being  re- 
taken were  put  to  death  for  defertion  ;  that 
others  were  reduced  to  the  neceflity  of  ftealing, 
which  by  his  fanguinary  laws  was  punifhed 
with  extreme  rigour ;  that  the  fjcfc  and  infirm, 
who  were  unable  to  work,  were  denied  the 
allowance,  and  famifhed  for  want  ;  that  fome 
iji  thefe  extremities  dug  holes  in  the  earth, 
^nd  hid  themfelves  till  they  perifhed  ;  that- 
the  fcarcity  was  "  fo  lamentable,"  that  they 
were  conftrained  to  eat  dogs,  cats,  fnakes, 
and  even  human  corpfes  ;  that  one  man 
killed  his  wife^  and  put  her  flefli  in  pickle, 
for  which  he  was  burnt  to  death,*  Thefe 
calamities  were  by  the  Colonifts  fo  ftrongly 
and  pointedly  laid  to  the  charge  of  the  Treat 
urer,  that  when  they  had  found  a  mare 
which  had  been  killed  by  the  Indians,  and 
were  boiling  her  flefh  for  food,  they  wifhed 
Sir  Thomas  was  in  the  fame  kettle.  A  lift  of 
thefe  grievances  was  prefented  to  King  James; 
and  in  the  conclufion  of  the  petition,  they 
begged  his  Majefty,  that,  "  rather  than  be 
reduced  to  live  under  the  like  government 
again,  he  would  fend  over  Commiflioners  to 
hang  them." 

In 
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In  anfwer  to  thefe  accufations,  it  was  faid,, 
that  the  original  ground  of  all  thefe  calam-^ 
ities,  was  the  unfortunate  fhipwreck  of  a  vefi* 
fel  loaded  with  fupplies,  on  the  ifland  of' 
Bermuda.  This  happened  at  a  time  when 
Captain  John  Smith  was  difabled  aud  obliged 
to  quit  the  Colony^  which  had  been  fupport- 
ed '  in  a  great  meafure-  by  hi^  exertions.*' 
Another  fource  of  the  mifchief  was  the  in- 
dolence of  the  Coloniils  themfelves  ;  who 
regarded  only  the  prefent  moment,  and  took 
no  care  for  the  future.  This  indolence  was 
fo  great,  that  they  would  eat  their  fifh  ra^, 
rather  than^  go  to^a  fmall  diftance  from  the 
water  for  w-ood  to  drefs  it  "When  there  waa 
a  plenty  of  fturgeon  in  the  river,  they  would 
not  take  any  more  than  to  ferv^  thdr  pre&: 
ent  neceflity,  though  they  knew  the  feafou' 
w'as  approaching,  when  th^fe  fifh  return  to 
the  fea  ;  nor  did  they  take  care  to  preferve; 
their  nets,  but  fufFered  them  to  perifh  for 
want  of  drying  and  mending.  Another? 
caufe,  was  the  difhonefty  of  thofe  who  were, 
employed  in  procuring  corn  from  the  na* 
lives  ;  for  having  accompliihed  their  objeft- 
they  went  to  fea  and  turned  pirates  ;  fome  of 

them 
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them  united  with  other  pirates,  and  thofe 
who  got  home  to  England,  protefted  that 
they  were  obliged  to  quit  Virginia,  for  fear 
of  ftarvingo  Befides,  it  \vas  faid  that  when 
fliips  arrived  with  provifiori,  it  was  embez- 
led  by  the  mariners,  and  the  articles  Intend- 
ed for  traffic  with  the  Indiaris,  were  private- 
ly given  away  or  fold  for  a  trifle  ;  and  fome 
of  the  people  venturing  too  far  into  their  vil- 
lages, were  furprized  and  killed. 

The  ftory  of  the  man  eating  his  dead  wife^ 
was  propagated  in  England  by  fbme  of  the 
deferters  ;  but  when  it  was  examined  after- 
ward by  Sir  Thomas  Gates,  it  proved  to 
be  no  more  than  this.  One  of  the  Colo- 
nifts  who  hated  his  wife,  fecretly  killed  her  • 
then  to  conceal  the  murder,  cut  her  body 
in  pieces,  and  hid  them  in  different  parts 
of  the  houfe.  When  the  woman  was  miffed, 
th^  man  v/as  fufpedted  ;  his  houfe  was  fearch- 
ed,  and  the  pieces  were  found.  To  excufe 
his  guilt,  he  pleaded  that  his  wife  died  of 
hunger,  and  that  he  daily  fed  on  her  re- 
mains. His  houfe  was  aga.in  fearched,  and 
other  food  was  found  ;  on  which  he  was 
arraigned,  confeffed  the  murder,  and  vvas  put 
to  death  ;  being  burned,  according  to  lavv/'^' 

Though 
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Though  cahimniated  both  in  England  and 
America,  Sir  Thomas  Smith  did  not  want 
advocates  ;  and  his  charader  for  integrity 
was  fo  well  eftablifhed  in  England,  that  when 
feme  of  the  Company  who  had  refufed  to 
advance  their  quotas,  pleaded  his  negligence 
and  avarice  in  their  excufe,  the  Court  of 
Chancery,  before  whom  the  affair  ^as  car* 
ried,  gave  a  decree  againft  them,  and  they 
were  compelled  to  pay  the  fums  which  they 
had  fubfcribed.* 

The  charges  againft  him  were  equally 
levelled  againft  the  Council  and  Company  ; 
and  by  their  order  a  declaration  was  publifh- 
ed,  in  which  the  misfortunes  of  the  Colony 
are  thus  fummarily  reprefented.  "  Caft  up 
the  reckoning  together,  want  of  government, 
ftore  of  idlenefs,  their  expedations  fruftrated 
by  the  traitors,  their  market  fpoiled  by  the 
mariners,  their  nets  broken,  the  deer  chafed, 
their  boats  loft,  their  hogs  killed,  their  trade 
with  the  Indians  forbidden,  fome  of  their  men 
fled,  fome  murdered,  and  moft  by  drinking  the 
brackiih  water  of  James  Fort  w^eakened  and 
endangered  ;  famine  and  ficknefs  by  all  thefe 
means  increafed.     Here  at  home  the  monies 

came 
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t^tile  iri  fo  flowly,  that  the  Lord  Delaware 
tould  not  be  difpatehed  till  the  Colony  was 
worn  and  fpent  with  difficulties.  Above  all, 
having  neither  ruler  nor  preacher,  they  feared 
neither  God  nor  man  ;  which  provoked  the 
Lord,  and  pulled  down  his  judgments  upon 
them."  * 

Sir  Thomas  Smith  continued  In  his  office 
of  Treafurer  till  1619  ;  when  the  prejudice 
againft  him  became  fo  ftrong,  that  by  the 
intereft  of  the  Earl  of  Warwick,  who  hated 
him,  his  removal  was  in  contemplation.^  At 
the  fame  time,  Sir  Thomas,  being  advanced 
in  years  and  infirmities  ;  having  grown  rich, 
and  having  a  fufficiency  of  bulinefs  as  Qov- 
ernor  of  the  Eaft-India  Company,  thought 
it  prudent  to  retire  from  an  office  of  fo  great 
refponfibility,  attended  with  fo  much  trouble 
and  fo  little  advantage  5  and  accordingly  fent 
in  his  refignation  to  the  Council  of  Virginia, 
His  friends  would  have  diffiiaded  him  from 
this  meafure  ;  but  he  was  inflexible*  Sir 
Edwin  Sandys  was  eleifled  his  fucceflTor ; 
a  gentleman  of  good  underftanding,  and  great 
application  to  bufmefs.  At  his  motion,  a 
gratuity  of  2^000  acres  of  land  in  Virginia 
was  granted  to  Sir  Thomas,  He  had  been 
C  in 

*  Purcbas,  v,   1758.  f  Stith,  158. 
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in  office  upwards  of  twelve  years,  in  whieh 
time  the  expenfes  of  the  plantation  had 
amounted  to  ^80,000  ;  and  though  he  had 
declared  that  he  left  ^4^00  for  his  fucceffor 
to  begin  with,  yet  it  was  found  on  exami- 
nation, that  the  Company  was  in  debt  to  a. 
greater  amount  than  that  fum. 

Several   w^ays  were  ufed  for  the  raifmg 
of  fupplies  to  carry  on  the  colonization  of 
Virginia.     One  was  by  the  fubfcription  of 
th^  members  of  the  Company  ;  another  was 
by  the  voluntary  donations  of  other  people ; 
tod  a  third  was  by  lotteries.    Subfcriptions, 
if  not  voluntarily  paid,  were  recoverable  by 
law  J    but  this  method  was  tedious  and  ex- 
penfive.     Donations  were  precarious,    and 
though  liberal  and  well  intended,  yet  they 
fometimes  confifted  only  of  books  and  fur- 
si:iture  for  Chm'ches  and  Colleges,  and  appro- 
priations for  the  education  of  Indian  chil- 
dren.    Lotteries  were   before  this  time  un- 
known in  England  ;  but  fo  great  was  the 
rage  for   this  mode  of  raifmg  money,  that 
within  the  fpace  of  fix  years  the  fum  of 
^29,000  was  brought  iato  the  treafury.  This 
was  '*  the  real  and  fubflantial  food,  with 
which  Virginia  was  nourifhed."'^     The  au* 

-*  thority 

*      Stith,     IQIe 


S     M     I    T    H.  19 

thority  on  VNrhich  the  lotteries  were  ground- 
ed was' the  Charter  of  King  James,  (1609) 
and  fo  tenacious  was  this  monarch  of  his 
prerogative,  that  in  a  fubfequent  proclama- 
tion ;' he  vainly  interdidted  the  ^^  f peaking 
againft  the  Virginian  Lottery/'  ■  Yet  when 
the  Houfe  of  Commons  (1621)  began  to 
call  in  queftion  fome  of  the  fuppofed  rights 
of  royalty,  thefe  lotteries  and  the  proclama- 
tion which  enforced  them,  were  complained 
of  and  prefented  among  the  grievances  of  the 
nation.  On  that  occafion,  an  apology  was 
made  by  the  King's  friends,*  "  that  he  never 
liked  the  Lotteries,  but  gave  way  to  themj 
becaufe  he  was  told  that  Virginia  could  not 
fubfift  without  them  ;"  and  when  the  Com- 
mons infifted  on  their  complaint,  the  mon- 
arch revoked  the  licence  by  an  order  of 
Council  ;  in  confequence  of  which  the  treaA 
ury  of  the  Company  was  almoft  without 
refources. 

*  Chalmers*  Annals,  33. 
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XVIL  THOMAS,  toR6  DELAWARE, 
Sir  THOMAS  GATES. 
Sir  GEORGE  SOMERS. 
Capt.  CHRISTOPHER  NEWPORT. 
Sir  THOMAS  DALE. 
Sir  FERDINANDO  WAINMAN. 

X  HE  hiftory  of  thefe  perfons  is  fb 
blended,  that  a  feparate  accGunt  of  each  can- 
not be  written  from  any  materials  in  my 
poffeflion.  Their  charadhers,  however,  may 
be  diftingiiifhed  in  a  few  words,  before  I 
proceed  to  the  hiftory  of  their  united  tranA 
adions,  in  the  employment  of  the  Company 
Itnd  Colony  of  Virginia. 

Lord  Delaw^are  is  faid  to  have  been  i 
worthy  peer  of  an  ancient  family ;  a  man 
of  fine  parts  and  of  a  generous  difpofition  ; 
w^ho  took  m^uch  pains,  and  was  at  a  great 
expenfe,  to  eftabiifh  the  Colony ;  in  the  fef- 
vice  of  which  he  fuffered  much  in  his  health,^ 
and  finally  died  at  fea,  (1618)  in  his  fecQjid 
voyage  to  America,  in  or  near  the  mouth  of 
the  Bay  which  bears  his  name."* 

Sir  Thomas  Gates,  was  probably  a 
land  officer.      Between  him  and  Sir  George 

Somers, 

*  Piirchas,  V.  1757.      KeitJij  131.     Stith,  148. 
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Somers,  there  was  not  that  cordial  harmony,, 
which  is  always  defirable  between  men  who 
are  engaged  in  the  fame  bufmefs.  Excepting 
this,  nothing  is-  faid  to  his  difadvantage. '^ 

Sir  George  Somers  was  a  gentleman  of 
rank  and  fortune^  of  approved  fidelity  and  in* 
defatigable  indnftry ;  an  excellent  fea  com^ 
mander,  having  been  employed  in  the  navy 
of  Queen  Elizabeth,  and  having  diltinguifhed 
himfelf  in  feveral  actions  agaiuft  the  Span- 
iards in  the  Wdft-Indies»  At  the  time  of 
his  appointment  to  be  Admiral  of  Virginia, 
he  was  above  fixty  years  of  age.f  His  feat 
in  Parliament  was  vacated  by  his  acceptance 
of  a  colonial  commilTicn,  He  died  in  the 
fervice  of  the:  Colony  (1610)  at  Bermuda, 
highly  efteemed  and  greatly  regretted.  J 

Christopher  Newport  was  a  mariner 
of  ability  and  experience  in  the  American 
feas.  He  had  been  a  commander  in  the  na- 
vy of  Elizabeth,  and,  in  1592,  had  conduced 
an  expedition  againft  the  Spaniards  in  the 
Weft-Indies;  where,  with  three  or  four  fhips, 
he  plundered  and  burnt  fom^e  towns,  and 
took  feveral  prizes,  with  a  confiderable  booty, 
{le  was  a  vain,  empty,  conceited  man,  and 

verv 

^  Stith,  115.  f  Chalmers,  27= 
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veiy  fond  of  parade.  By  the  advantage  of 
going  to  and  fro,  he  gained  the  confidence 
of  the  Council  and  Company  in  England, 
and  whatever  he  propofed,  was  adopted  by 
them.  Some  traits  of  his  character  have 
been  given  in  the  life  of  Capt,  John  Smith. 
In  1 62 1  he  imported  fifty  men,  and  feated 
them  on  a  plantation,  which  he  called  New- 
port's News.  Daniel  Gookin  came  with 
a  cargo  of  cattle  from  Ireland,  and  fettled 
firft  on  this  plantation.  He  afterward  re- 
moved to  New-England.* 

Sir  Thomas  Dale  is  faid  to  have  been 
a  gentleman  of  much  honour,  wifdom  and 
experience.  To  him  was  entrufted  the  ex* 
ecution  of  the  laws  fent  over  by  Sir  Thom- 
as Smith  ;  which,  though  perhaps  neceffary 
at  that  time,  (161 1)  when  fo  many  turbu- 
lent and  refractory  perfons  were  to  be  gov- 
erned, yet  were  fubverfive  of  that  freedom 
which  Engliihmen  claimed  as  their  birth-^ 
right,  and  gave  too  much  power  into  the 
hands  of  a  Governor.  Though  his  admin- 
iftration  was  marked  v/ith  rigour  and  fever- 
ity,  yet  he  did  much  toward  advancing  the 
fettlements.     On   a  high  neck  of  land  in 

James 

'   ^    *  Stith,  205*     Beverlvj  37,     Furchas,  v.  17.92c 
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James  River  named  Varlria,  he  built  a  town 
which  he  called  Henrico,  in  honour  of  Prince 
Henry  the  remains  of  which  were  vifible 
when  Mr.  Stith  wrote  his  hiftory  (1746.) 
On  the  oppofite  fide  of  the  river  he  made  a 
plantation  on  lands,  from  which  he  expelled 
the  Indians,  and  called  it  New-Bermuda.* 
He  {laid  in  Virginia  about  five  years,  and 
returned  to  England  (161 6)  after  which 
there  is  no  farther  account  of  him. 

Of  Sir  Ferdi NANDO 'Wainm AN,  noth- 
ing is  faid  but  that  he  died  foon  after  his 
arrival  in  Virginia,  with  Lord  Delaware,  in 
the  fummer  of  161  a  f 

When  the  new  Charter  of  Virginia  Was 
obtained,  the  Council  and  Company  imme- 
diately equipped  a  fleet,  to  carry  fupplies  of 
men  and  women,  with  provifions  and  other 
necelTaries,  to  the  Colony.  The  fleet  con- 
fifted  of  feven  fliips,  in  each  of  which,  be- 
fide  the  Captain,  went  one  or  more  of  the 
Counfellors  or  other  officers  of  the  Colony  ^ 
and  though  there  was  a  difpute  about  rank 
between  two  officers,  Somers  and  Gates,; 
they  were  placed  in  one  fhip  with  Newport^' 
the  third  in  command.  The  Governor- 
General, 

*  Stith,  123,  124,  138.  t  Stith,  117. 
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General,  Lord  Delaware,  did  not  fail  with 
this  fleet  ;  but  waited  till  the  next  year,  to 
go  with  a  further  fupply.  The  names  of  the 
Ihips  arid  their  comnianders  were  as  follow. 

The  Sea-Adventure^  Admiral  Sir  George 
Somers,    with    Sir    Thomas  Gates^  and 
Captain  Chrijlopher  Newport, 
The  Diamond^  Captain  RadcUffe  arid  Cap- 
tain King. 
The  Falcon^  Captain   Martin  and   Matter 

Nelfon, 
The  BleJJing^  Gabriel  Archer  and  Captain 

Adams^ 
The  Unity ^  Captain  Wood  and  Mailer  Pett. 
The  Lion^  Captain  Wehh. 
The  Swallow^  Captain  Moonc  and  Mafter 

Somers. 
The  fleet  was  attended  by  two  fmaller 
veflTels,  one  of  which  was  a  ketch,  command-* 
ed  by  Matthew  Fitch^  the  other  a  pinnace, 
in  which  went  Captain  Davies  and  Mafter 
DavieSi/^ 

This  fleet  failed  from  Plymouth  on  the 
fecond  day  of  June,  1609.  Though  their 
orders  were  not  to  go  by  the  old  route  of  the 
Canaries  and  the  Weft-Indies,  but  to  fteer 

directly 
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dire£l:ly  for  Virginia,  yet  they  went  as  far 
fouthward  as  the  twenty-fixth  degree  of  lat- 
itude ;  where  the  heat  was  fo  exceffive,  that 
many  of  the  people  were  taken  with  ca- 
lentures. In  two  fhips,  thirty-two  perfons 
died  ;  others  fufFered  feverely,  and  one  veffel 
only  was  free  from  ficknefs. 

The  whole  fleet  kept  company  till  the 
twenty-fourth  of  July,  when  they  fuppofed 
themfelves  to  be  within  eight  days  fail  of 
Virginia,  ftretching  to  the  north-weft,  and 
crofling  the  Gulf  Stream.  On  that  day,  be- 
gan a  violent  tempeft  from  the  north-eaft, 
accompanied  with  a  horrid  darknefs,  which 
coritiriued  forty-four  hours.  In  this  gale 
the  fleet  was  fcattered.  The  Admiral's  fhip, 
on  board  of  which  was  the  Gommiflion  for 
the  new  Government,  with  the  three  princi- 
pal officers,  was  wrecked  on  the  ifland  of 
Bermuda.  The  ketch  foundered  at  fea.  The 
remainder,  much  damaged  and  diftrefl^ed^ 
arrived  one  after  another  in  James  River, 
about  the  middle  of  Auguft. 

The   provifions  brought   by   thefe  fhips 
were  infufficient  for  the  Colony  and  the  paf^ 
fengers.     This  deficiency  proved  very  detri- 
mental, and  occafioned  the  miferies  and  re- 
D  pToaches 
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preaches  which  have  been  already  mentioned. 
Tlie  fpace  of  ten  months  from  Auguft  1609^ 
to  the  arrival  of  Lord  Delaware,  in  June  1610, 
was  ktidwn  in  Virginia  for  many  years  af- 
yC'er,  by  the  name  of  "  the  ftarving  time." 
But  the  want  of  provifion  was  not  the  only 
deficiency ;  there  was  a  total  want  of  prinei- 
pie  and  of  order. 

Of  the  company  who  arriveS  at  this  time, 
the  following  defcription  is  given  by  a  native 
Virginian.*  "  A  great  part  of  them  con- 
filled  of  unruly  fparks,  packed  off,  by  their 
friends,  to  efcape  a  worfe  deftiny  at  home* 
The  reft  were  chiefly  made  up  of  poor  gen- 
tlemen, broken  tradefmen,  rakes  and  liber- 
tines,^  footmen,  and  fuch  others  as  were  much 
fitter  to  ruin  a  Commonwealth  than  to  help 
to  raife  or  maintain  one.  This  lewd  conapa- 
ny  were  led  by  their  feditious  Captains  into 
many  m.ifchiefs  and  extravagancies.  They 
afTumed  the  power  of  difpofmg  of  the  Gov- 
ernment ;  and  conferred  it  fometimes  on  one, 
and  fometimes  on  another.  To  day  the  old 
CommiiTion  muft  rule,  to-morrow  the  new, 
and  the  next  day  neither.  All  was  anarchy 
and  diftradion." 

Such 

*  Stith,  103, 
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Such  being  the  charader  of  the  people^ 
there  could  not  have  been  any  great  hope  of 
fuccefs,  if  the  whole  fleet  had  arrived  in  fafety. 

The  Admiral's  fhip  had  on  board  a  great 
quantity  of  provifion.  She  was  feparated 
from  the  fleet  in  the  fl:orm,  and  fprang  a  leak 
at  fea,  fo  that  with  confl:ant  pumping  and 
bailing,  they  could  fcarcely  keep  her  above 
water  for  three  days  and  four  nights  ;  dur- 
ing which  time  Sir  George  Somers  did  not 
once  leave  the  quarter-deck.  The  crew, 
worn  out  with  fatigue  and  defpairing  of  life, 
broached  the  ftrong  liquors,  and  took  leave 
of  each  other  with  an  inebriating  draught, 
till  many  of  them  fell  afleep.  In  this  dread- 
ful extremity,  Sir  George  difcovered  land  5 
the  news  of  which  awoke  and  revived  them^ 
and  every  man  exerted  hinifelf  to  do  his 
duty.  At  length  the  fhip  ftruck  ground 
in  fuch  a  pofition  between  two  rocks,  at  the 
diflance  of  half  a  mile  from  the  fhore,  that 
the  people  and  a  great  part  of  the  cargo 
were  fafely  landed. 

The  Bermuda  Iflands  were  uninhabited, 
and  had  the  reputation  of  being  enchanted. "^ 

But 

*."  Whereas  it  is  reported  that  thjs  land  of  Bermudas, 
with  the  iflands  about  it,  arc  enchanted  and  kept  by  exil 

and 
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But  when  the  people  were  on  fhore  they 
found  the  air  pure  and  fahibrious,  and  fruits 
of  various  kinds  growing  in  luxuriant  plenty 
and  perfeftion.  The  fliore  was  covered 
with  tortoifes,  the  fea  abounded  with  fifh^ 
and  in  the  woods  they  found  wild  hogs^ 
which  it  is  fuppofed  had  efcaped  from  fome 
vefTel  wrecked  on  the  ifland. 

Here  they  remained  nine  months.  The 
two  fenico:  officers  lived  apart,  and  each,  with 
the  aiTiftance  of  the  men,  built  a  veflel  of  the 
cedars  which  grew  on  the  ifland,  and  the 
iron  and  cordage  faved  from  the  wreck* 
Sir  George  Somers  laboured  with  his  own 
hands  every  day  till  his  veffel  was  completed. 
One  of  thefe  vefiels  was  called  the  Patience, 
the  other  the  Deliverance. 

It  is  remarked,*  that  during  their  abode 
on  this  ifland,  they  had  morning  and  even- 
ing prayers  daily  ;  divine  fcrvice  was  per- 
formed and  two  fermons  were  preached  ev- 
ery  Lord's  day,   by    their    Chaplain    Mr„ 

Bucke* 

and  wkked  fpirits  ;  it  is  a  moft  idle  and  felfe  report, 
God  grant  that  we  have  brought  no  wicked  fpirits  with 
us,  or  that  there  come  none  after  us  ;  for  we  found  noth- 
ing there  fo  ill  as  ourfelves.'* 

Jordan^!  Neivs  from  Berrjiudas-,  i6i^. 

*  Purchase  v.  1746. 
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Buckc.  One  marriage  was  celebrated,  and 
two  children  were  born  and  baptized.  Five 
of  the  company  died,  one  of  whom  was 
murdered.  The  murderer  was  put  under 
confinement,  but  efcaped  and  hid  himfelf 
among  the  woods  and  rocks,  with  another 
offender,  till  the  departure  of  the  company, 
when  they  were  left  behind.  Many  of  the 
people  were  fo  well  pleafed  with  the  place, 
that  they  were  with  difficulty  prevailed  on 
to  quit  thefe  pleafant  iflands, 

The  lower  feams  of  the  veiTels  were  calked 
with  the  remains  of  the  ufelefs  cables,  and  a 
fmall  quantity  of  tar  faved  from  the  wreck. 
The  upper  feams  were  fecured  with  lime 
made  of  calcined  ftones  and  fhells,  flaked 
with  frefh  water  and  foftened  with  the  oil 
of  tortoifes.  This  cement  foon  became  dry 
and  firm.  The  wild  hogs  ferved  for  fea- 
ftores,  being  preferved  with  fait,  cryftallized 
on  the  rocks. 

On  the  tenth  of  May,  1 6 1  o,  the  company, 
confining  of  one  hundred  and  twenty  per- 
fons,  embarked,  and  after  encountering  fome 
difficulty  among  the  rocks,  the  next  day  got 
clear  of  the  land,  and  fhaped  their  courfe  for 
Virginia  5  where  they  arrived  on  the  twenty- 

firft, 
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firft,  at  Point  Comfort,  and  two  days  after 
at  James-Town»  The  Colony,  reduced  to 
fixty  perfons,  in  a  fickly,  mulinous  and  ftarv- 
ing  condition,  gave  them  a  mournful  wel- 
come. The  new  Goveriaor,  Sir  Thomas 
Gates,  caufed  the  bell  to  be  rung,  and  fum-» 
moned  the  whole  company  to  the  Church  j 
where,  after  an  affedionate  prayer  by  Mr. 
Bucke,  the  new  CommifEon  was  read,  and 
the  former  Prefident  Mr.  Percy,  then  fcarcely 
able  to  ftand,  delivered  up  the  old  Patent, 
with  his  Commiffion. 

On  a  ftri£t  examination,  it  was  found  that 
the  provifions  brought  by  the  two  pinna-*, 
ces,  would  ferve  the  people  not  more  than 
fixteen  days,  and  that  what  they  had  in  the 
town  would  be  fpent  in  ten.  It  being  feed 
time,  the  Indians  had  no  corn  to  fpare,  and 
they  were  fo  hoftile  that  no  treaty  couldt  be 
holden  with  them.  The  fturgeon  had  not 
yet  come  into  the  river,  and  many  of  tlie 
nets  were  ufelefs.  No  hope  remained^  of 
preferving  the  Colony  ;  and,  after  mature  de- 
liberation, it  was  determined  to  abandon  the- 
country.  The  nearell  place  where  any  re- 
lief could  be  obtained  was  Newfoundland  { 
thither  they  propofed  to  fail,  and  there  they 

expedted 
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expe£led  to  meet  the  fifhing  vefTels  from 
England,  on  board  of  which  the  people 
might  be  diftributed  and  get  paflages  home^ 
when  the  feafon  of  fiihing  flibuld  be  com- 
jpleted. 

Having  taken  this  refolution^  SM  buried 
their  ordnance  at  the  gate  of  the  fort,  on 
the  feventh  of  June,  at 'beat  of  drum,  the 
whole  company  embarked  in  four  pinnaces* 
It  was  with  difficulty  that  fome  of  the  peo- 
ple were  reftrained  from  fetting  fire  to  the 
town  ;  but  the  Governor,  wir.h  a  feledt  com- 
pany, remained  on  fhore  till  the  others  had 
embarked,  and  he  was  the  laft  that  ftepped 
into  the  boat.  About  noon  they  came  to 
fail,  and  fell  down  with  the  ebb,  that  evening, 
to  Hog-Ifland.  The  next  morning's  tide 
brought  them  to  Mulberry-Ifland  Point  9 
where,  lying  at  anchor,  they  difcovered  a 
boat  coming  up  the  river  with  the  flood. 
In  an  hour's  time  the  boat  came  along  fide 
the  Governor's  pinnace,  and  proved  to  be 
an  exprefs  from  the  Lord  Delaware, « who 
had  arrived,  with  three  fhips  and  a  fupply 
of  provifion,  two  days  before,  at  Point  Com- 
fort ;  where  the  Captain  of  the  fort  had  in- 
formed him  of  the  intended  evacuation  ;  and 

his 
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his  Lordfhip  immediately  difpatched  his  fkifi* 
with  letters  by  Captain  Edward  Brewfter,  to 
prevent  their  departure.  On  receiving  thefe 
letters,  the  Governor  ordered  the  anchors 
to  be  weighed,  and  the  wind,  being  eafterly, 
brought  them  back,  in  the  night,  to  their 
old  quarters  at  James-Town. 

On  the  Lord's  day  June  lo,  the  fhipS 
came  to  anchor  before  the  town.     As  foon 
ks  Lord  Delaware  came  on  fhbre,  he  fell 
down  on  his  knees,  and  continued  fome  time 
in  filent  devotion.  He  then  went  to  Church, 
and  after  fervice,  his  Commiffion  was  read, 
which  conftituted  him  "  Governor  and  Cap- 
tain-General during  his  life,  of  the  Colony 
and  Plantation  of  Virginia."*     Sir  Thomas 
Gates  delivered  up  his  Commiffion  and  the 
Colony  Seal.     On  this  occafionj  Lord  Dela- 
ware made  a  public  addrefs  to  the  people, 
blaming  them  for  their  former  idlenefs  and 
mifcondu6b,   and  exhorting  them  to  a  con- 
trary behaviour,  left  he  fhould  be  obliged  to 
draw  the  fword  of  juftice  againft  delinquents, 
and  cut  them  off;  adding,  that  he  had  rather 
fpill  his  own  blood  to  proted:  them  from 
injuries. 

Having 

*  Purchass  v.  1754. 
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Having  difplaced  fuch  men  as  had  abufedi 
their  power,  and  appointed  proper  perfons 
to  office  ;  he  affigned  to  every  man  his  por« 
tion  of  laboUr,  according  to  his  capacity ; 
among  which  the  culture  of  vines  was  not 
forgotten ;  fome  Frenchmen  having  been 
imported  for  the  purpofe.  There  had  been 
no  divifion  of  the  lands,  but  all  was  common 
property ;  and  the  Coloriy  was  confidered  a& 
one  great  family,  fed  daily  out  of  the  public 
ftdre.  Their  employments  were  under  the 
direction  of  the  Government,  and  the  prod- 
uce of  their  labours  was  brought  into  the 
common  ftock.  The  Indians  were  fo  trou- 
blefome,  that  it  would  not  have  been  prudent 
for  the  people  to  difperfe,  till  they  ihould  be 
better  able  to  defend  themfelves,  or  till  the 
favages  fhould  he  mcffe  friendly.  Thejr 
were  therefore  lodged  within  the  fortifica- 
tions of  James-Town  ;  their  working  and 
fiihing  parties,  vvhen  abroad,  vf ere  well  anrted 
or  guarded  ;  their  fituation  was  hazard-^- 
ous  ;  and  the  profped:  of  improvement^ 
Gonfidering  the  character  ef  the  majority^ 
was  not  very  flattering.  "  The  moft  honeft 
and  induftrious  would  fcarcely  take  fo  mticH 
pains  in  a  week,   as  they  wenild  have  doirs^ 
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for  themfelves  in  a  day  ;  prefuming  that 
however  the  harveft  profpered,  the  general 
ftore  muft  maintain  them  *  by  which  means 
they  reaped  not  fo  much  corn  from  the  la» 
bours  of  thirty  men,  as  three  men  could  have 
produced,  on  their  own  lands."^ 

No  dependance  could  be  placed  on  any 
fupply  of  provifions  from  this  mode  of  ex- 
ertion^ The  ftores  brought  over  in  the  fleet 
might  have  kept  them  alive,  with  prudent 
management,  for  the  greater  part  of  a  year  ; 
but  within  that  time  it  would  be  necefTary 
to  provide  more.  The  Bermuda  Iflands 
were  full  of  hogs,  and  Sir  George  Somers 
o£Fered  to  go  thither  with  a  party  to  kill  and 
fait  them.  This  offer  was  readily  accepted^ 
and  he  embarked  in  his  own  cedar  veffel  of 
thirty  tons,  accompanied  by  Captain  Samuel 
Argal,  in  another. 

They  failed  together,  till  by  contrary  winds 
they  were  driven  among  the  Shoals  of  Nan- 
tuck-et  and  Cape  Cod  ;  whence  Argal  found 
his  way  back  to  Virginia,  and  was  difpatched 
to  the  Potowmack  for  corn.  There  he  found 
Henry  Spelman,  an  Englifh  youth,  who 
had  been  preferved  from  the  fury  of  Powha- 
^n,  by  his  daughter  Pocahontas.     By  hi& 

affiftance 

*  Puorchasj  v.  1766- 
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affiftance  Argal  procured  a  fupply  of  corn^, 
which  h(2  carried  tp  James-Town. 

Sir  George  Sorners,  after  long  ftruggUng 
with  contrary  winds,  was  driven  to  the  north- 
eaftern  fhore  of  America  ;  where  he  refrefh- 
ed  his  m.en,  then  purfued  the  niain  objeft 
of  his  voyage,  and  ai:riyed  f^fely  at  Bermu- 
da, There  he  began  to  coUeft  the  fwine, 
and  prepare  their  flefli  for  food  ;  hut  the. 
fatigues  to  which  he  had  been^  expofed  by^ 
f^a  and  land^  proved,  too  fevere  for  his  ad- 
vanced age,  and  he  funk  under  the  burden. 
Finding  his  tin^e  fhort,  he  made  a  proper 
difpofition  of  his  eftate,  and  charged  his 
nephew,  Matthew  Sorners,  who  commanded 
under  him,  to  return  with  this  provifion  to 
Virginia.  But  the  love  of  his  native  coun- 
try prevailed.  Having  buri-ed  the  entrails 
at  Bermuda,  he  carried  the  corps  of  his  un- 
cle to  England^  and  depofited  it  at  Whit- 
church in  Dorfetfhire.  A  monument  was 
afterward  erefted  at  Bermuda  to  the  mem- 
ory of  this  excellent  man.*     The  town  of 

St. 

*  This  monument  was,  ereded  about  ten  years. after 
his  death,  by  Nathaniel  Butler,  then  Governor  of  Bermu* 
da  ;  of  which  the  following  account  is  given  by  Captain-. 
Smith,  in  his  hillory  of  Virginia  and  the  Somer  Iflands^ 
page  193. 

"  i'indi^yg 
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St.  George  was  named  for  him,  and  the  iflr 
ands  were  called  Somer  Ifland^.  Tixe  re- 
turn of  this  veffel  gave  th^  firfl  account  in 
England  of  the  difcpvcry  of  thofe  iflands* 

Virginiaj  thus  left  deftitute  of  fo  able 
and  virtuous  a  friend,  was  foon  after  de- 
prived of  the  prefence  of  its  Governor,  Lord 
Delaware.  Having  built  two  fort?  at  the 
mouth  of  James  River,  and  another  at  the 
falls  ;  and  having  rendered  his  Govern- 
ment refpecSbable  in  the  view  both  of  the 
Englifh  and  Indians,  he  found  his  health 
fo  much  impaired,  that  he  was  obliged  in 
nine  months  to  quit  the  country,  intend- 
ing to  go  to  Nevis,  for  the  benefit  of  th^ 

warm 

*'  Finding  O-ccidentally  a  little  crofs  ereded  in  a  bye, 
place  among  many  bufhes,  and  underftanding  that  there, 
was  buried  the  heart  and  entrails  of  Sir  George  Somen,  he 
refolved  to  have  a  better  memory  to  fo  worthy  a  foldier. 
So  finding  a  great  marble  ftone,  brought  out  of  England, 
he  caufed  it  by  mafons  to  be  wrought  handforaely  and 
laid  over  the  place,  which  he  environed  \yith  a  fquare  wall 
of  hev^m  ftone,  tomb-like  ;  whereon  he  caufed  to  be  eii« 
graven  this  epitaph,  he  had  compcfed, 

«  In  the  year  fixteen  hundred  and  eleven. 

Noble  Sir  George  Somer.s  went  htnce  to  heaven  ; 

Whofe  well  tri^d  worth  that  held  him  flill  employ'd. 

Gave  him  the  knowledge  of  the  world  fo  wide. 

Kence  'twas   by  HeaTeu's  decree,  that  to  this  place, 

He  brought  new  gutfts  and  name,  to  mutual  grace ; 

At  lafl:  his  foul  and  body  being  to  part, 

iBe  here  bequeath'd  his  cxtrails  and  his  hesrt.'* 
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warm  baths.  By  contrary  winds,  he  waa 
forced  to  the  Weftern  Iflands,  where  he  ob- 
tained great  relief  from  the  frefh  fruits  of  the 
country;  but  he  was  advifed  not  to  hazard  hi  m- 
felf  again  in  Virginia,  till  his  health  fhould 
be  more  perfe£Qy  reilored,  by  a  voyage  to 
England.  Sir  Thomas  Dale  and  Sir  Thomas 
Gates  having  previoufly  gone  at  different 
times  to  England,  the  Government  was 
again  left  in  the  hands  of  Mr.  Percy  5  a  gen- 
tleman of  a  noble  family  and  a  good  heart, 
but  of  very  moderate  abilities. 

At  the  time  of  Lord  Delaware's  departure 
(March  28,  1611,)  the  Colony  confifted  of 
aJDOve  two  hundred  people,*  moft  of  whom 
were  in  good  health  and  well  provided  ;  but 
when  Sir  Thomas  Dale  arrived,  in  lefs  than 
two  months^  (May  ic,)  wdth  three  fhips, 
bringing  an  addition  of  three  hundred  peo- 
ple, he  found  the  old  colonifts  again  relapf- 
ing  into  their  former  Hate  of  indolence  and 
penury.  Depending  on  the  public  ftore, 
they  had  negleded  planting,  and  were  amuf- 
ing  themfelves  with  bowling  and  other  di- 
verfions  in  the  ftreets  of  James-Town/ 
Nothing  but  the  prefence  of  a  fpirited  Gov- 


ernpr, 


^  Purchas,  v.  1763. 
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ernor,  and  a  fever e.  execution  of  his  ordeF^^ 
could  induce  thefe  people  to  laboun  The- 
feverities  exercifed  upon  them  were  fuch  a^. 
could  not  he  warranted  by  the  laws  of 
England.  The  confequences  were  difcon- 
tent  and;  infurireftion  ii),  fome  ;  aad  fervile 
acquiefc^nce  in  pthers.  Sir  Thomas  Dale 
was  efteemed  as  a  man,  who  might  fafely 
be  entrufted  with  power  ;.  but  the  laws  by^- 
which  he  governed,  and  his  rigorous  admin*, 
iftration  of  them,  were  the  fubjed:  of  bitterv 
remonftranc^  and  complaint, 

The  adventurers  in  England  were  ftill  in 
a  ftate  of  difappointment  ;  and  when  Sir 
Thomas  Gates  arrived  without  bringing 
any  returns  adequate  to  their  expedtationSj 
the  Council  entered  into  a  ferious  delibera- 
tion, whether  to  proceed  in  their  adventure, 
or  abaiidon  the  enterprize.  Lord  Delaware's 
arrival  in  England  caft  a  deeper  gloom  on 
the  melancholy  profpe6t.  But  the  reprefent- 
ations  of  thefe  gentlemen,  delivered  in  Coun- 
cil and  confiripied  by  oath,  ferved  to  keep  up, 
their  fpirits,  and  induce  them  ftill  to  renew 
their  exertions. 

The  fubftance  of  thefe  reprefentations  was, 
that  the  country  was  rich  in  itfelf,  but  that 

time 
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time  and  induftiy  Were  neceffary  to  make  its 
fvealth  profitable  to  the  adventurers ;  that  it 
yielded    abundance   of  valuable    woods,  as, 
oak,  walnut,  afli^  faflafras,  mulberry  trees  for 
filk-worms,  live  oak,  cedar  and  fir  for  fliip« 
ping,  arid  that  oii  the  banks  of  the  Potow- 
mack  there    were   trees   large   etiough  for 
mafts  ;    that  it  produced  a  fpecies  of  wild 
hemp  for  cordage,  jpines  which  yielded  tar, 
and  a  vaft  quantity  of  iron  ore  |  befides  lead^ 
antimony,  arid  other  minerals,  and  fevera! 
kinds  of  coloured  earths  ;  that  in  the  woods 
were  found  varioiis  balfams  and  dther  medic- 
inal drugs,   with  an   immenfe  quantity  of 
myrtle  berries  for  Wax ;  that  the  foreft  and 
rivers  harboured  beavers,  otters^  foxes  and 
deer,  whofe  fkifis  were  valuable  articles  of 
commerce ;  tfeat  ftiirgeon  might  be  taken  in 
the  greateft  plenty  in  five  noble  rivers ;  and 
that  without  the  bay  td  the  northward,  was 
an  excellent  fifhing  bank  for  cod  of  the  beft 
quality ;  that  the  foil  was  favourable  to  the 
cultivation  of  vines,   fugar-canes,   oranges, 
lemons,  atraonds  and  rice  ;    that  the  winters 
were  fo   mild   that    cattle  could   get   their 
food  abroad,  and  that  fwine  could  be  fatted 
on  wild  fruits  5  that  the  Indian  corn  yielded 

a  Hioft 
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a  moil  luxuriant  harveft  ;  and  in  a  word^ 
that  it  was  '^  one  of  the  goodlieft  countries, 
"  promifmg  as  rich  entrails  as  any  kingdom 
"  of  the  earthy  to  which  the  fun  is  no  near- 
"er  a  neighbour,"* 

Lord  iDelawafe  farther  afiured  them,  that 
notwithftanding  the  ill  ftate  of  his  health, 
he  was  f6  far  froni  ihrinking  or  giving  over 
the  enterprize,  that  he  was  willing  to  lay 
all  he  w^as  worth  on  its  fuccefs ;  and  to 
return  to  Virginia  with  all  convenient  ex- 
pedition. ^ 

.  Sir  Thomas  Gates  was  again  fent  out  with 
fix  ftiips,  three  hundred  men,  one  hundred 
cattle,  two  hundred  fwine,  arid  large  fup^ 
plies  of  every  kind.  He  arrived  in  the  be- 
ginning of  Auguft,  (i6ii)  and  received  the 
command  from  Sir  Thomas  Dale,  who  fe- 
tired  to  Varina  and  employed  himfelf  in 
erecting  his  town^  Henrico,  and  improving 
his  plantation  at  New-Bermuda. 

In  the  beginning  of  the  next  year,  ( 1 6 1 2) 
Capt*  Argal,  who  had  carried  home  Lord 
Delaware,  came  again  to  Virginia  with  two 
Ihips,  and  was  again  fent  to  the  Potowmacfc 
for  corn  5    of  which   he  procured  fourteen 

hundred 

*  Purchase  v,  1758.  f  ^^^^'  ^l^p 
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hundred  bufliels.*  There  he  entered  Into  an 
acquaintance  with  japazaws,  the  Sachem,  an 
old  friend  of  Capt.  Smith,  and  of  all  the  En- 
glifh  who  had  come  to  America.  In  his 
territory,  Pocahontas,  the  daughter  of  Pow-^ 
hatan,  was  concealed.  The  reafon  of  her 
quitting  the  dominion  of  her  father  is  un- 
known. Certain  it  is,  that  he  had  been  in  a 
ftate  of  hoftility  with  the  Colony  ever  fmce 
the  departure  of  Smith  ;  and,  that  the  fre-^ 
quent  depredations  and  murders  committed 
by  the  Indians  on  the  Englifh,  were  in  tkt 
Mgheft  degree  paiilful  to  this  tender-hearted 
prificefs.  Argal  contrived  a  plan  to  get  her 
tiito  his  poffeffion.  He  bargained  with 
Japazaws  to  bring  her  on  board  the  fhip 
under  pretence  of  a  vifit,  in  company  with 
his  own  wife  ;  then  difmifmg  the  Sachem 
and  his  wife  with  the  promifed  reward,f  he 
carried  Pocahontas  to  James-Town,  where 
ihe  had  not  been,  fmce  Capt.  Smith  had  left 
the  colony. 

A  meffage  was  fent  to  Powhatan  to  in-^- 

form  him  that  his  daughter  was  in  their 

hands,  and  that  ihe  might  be  r^ftored  to  him 

on   condition  that  he  would  deliver  up  all 

E  the 

*  fcchas,  V.  1765,  t  Stith,  128. 
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the  Eiigliih  whom  he  held  as  c:^tives,  witfe 
all  the  arms,  tools,  and  utenfils  which  the 
Indians  had  ftolen,  and  furnifh  the  Colony 
with  a  large  quantity  of  eorn.  This  propo- 
fal  threw  him  into  much  perplexity ;  for 
though  he  loved  his  daughter,  he  was  loth 
to  give  £o  mueh  for  her  redemption.  After 
three  months  be  fent  back  feven  of  the  cap- 
tives, with  three  unferviceable  liiufkets,  an 
axe,  a  faw,  and  one  caiioe  loaded  with  corn; 
He  alfo  fent  word  that  when  they  ihould 
deliver  his  daughter,  he  would  give  them 
five  hundred  bufhels  of  corn^  and  make  full 
fatisfadlion  for  all  paft  injuries.  No  reliance 
eould  be  placed  on  fuch  a  promife*  The 
negociation  was  broken,  and  the  King  was 
offended.  The  next  fpring  (1613)  another 
attempt  was  made,  accompanied  with  threat- 
ening on  the  part  of  the  English  ;  and  ftrat- 
agem  on  the  part  of  the  Indians.  This 
proved  equally  ineffe6tuaL  At  length  it  w^as 
announced  to  Powhatan,  that  John  Rolfe^ 
an  Englifh  gentleman,  was  in  love  with  Po- 
cahontas, and  had  obtained  her  confent,  and 
the  licenfe  of  the  Governor,  to  marry  hen 
The  Prince  was  foftened  by  this  intelligence, 
and  fent  one  of  his  chiefs  to  attend   the 

nuptial 


DELAWARE.  43 

nuptial  folemnity.  After  this  event,  Pow- 
hatan was  friendly  to  the  Colony,  as  long 
as  he  lived  ;  and  a  free  trade  was  carried 
on  between  them  and  his  people. 

The  vifit  which  this  lady  made  to  Eng- 
land, with  her  hufband,  and  her  death  which 
happened  there,  in  the  bloom  of  hex  youth, 
have  been  related  in  the  life  of  Capt.  Smith."^ 
It  is  there  obferved,  that  "  fev^ral  famiEes  of 
note  in  Virginia  are  defcended  from  her.'* 
The  defcent  is  thus  traced  by  Mr,  Stith.f 
Her  fon,  Thomas  Rolfe,  was  educated  ia 
England,  and  came  over  to  Virginia ;  where 
he  became  a  man  of  fortune  and  diiliniStion, 
and  inherited  a  large  traft  of  land  which  had 
been  the  property  of  his  grandfather  Pow- 
hatan. He  left  an  only  daughter,  who  was 
married  to  Col.  Robert  Boiling,  His  fon^ 
Major  John  Boiling,  was  father  to  CoL  John. 
Boiling,  whofe  five  daughters  were  married 
to  Col.  Richard  Randolph,  Col.  John  Flem-^ 
ing.  Dr.  William  Gay,  J^r.  Thomas  EU 
dridge  and  Mr.  James  Murray.  Such  wa.^ 
the  ftate  of  the  family  in  1 747. 

The  reconciliation  between  Powhatan  and 
the  Engliih,   awakened  the  fears  of  the  In«, 

dians 

*  Vol.  I,  307^-310,^  f  Stl:h,  146. 
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dians  of  Chiekahomony,  a  formidabie  an4 
free  people.  They  were  governed  by  an  af-?  ' 
fembly  of  their  elders,  or  wife  men,  who 
alfo  bore  the  cbarader  of  Priefts,  They 
bated  Powhatan,  as  a  tyrant,  and  were  al- 
ways jealous  of  his  defign  to  fubjefl:  them. 
They  had  taken  advantage  of  the  diffention 
between  him  and  the  Englifh,  to  affert  their 
liberty ;  but  on  his  reconciliation,  they  ap- 
prehended that  he  might  make  ufe  of  the 
jfriendfhip  of  the  Colony,  to  reduce  them 
under  his  yoke.  To  prevent  this,  they  fent 
a  deputation  to  Sir  Thomas  Dale,  to  excufe 
their  former  ill  condud,  and  fubmit  them- 
felves  to  the  Englifli  government.  Sir 
Thomas  was  pleafed  with  the  ojBer,  and  on 
a  day  appointed  went  with  Capt.  Argai  an4 
fifty  men  to  their  village,  where  a  peace  was 
concluded  on  the  following  conditions. 

1.  That  they  fhould  forever  be  called 
[Toffenteffas]  New  Englishmen,  and  be  true 
fubjeds  of  King  James  and  his  deputies. 

2.  That  they  ftiould  neither  kill  nor  de-^ 
tain  any  of  the  Englifh  nor  their  ftray  cattle, 
but  bring  them  home. 

3.  That  they  fhculd  always  be  ready  to 
furnifh  the  Englifh  with  three  hundred  men, 
againft  the  Spaniards  or  any  other  enemy, 

4.  That 
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4.  That  they  fliould  not  enter  any  of  jtbe 
Englifh  f^ttlements  without  previoufly  fend^ 
ing  in  word  that  they  were  New  Englifh- 
men, 

5.  That  every  bow-^man  at  harvefl:  ihould 
bring  into  the  ftore  two  meafures  [2^  bufh^ 
els]  of  corn,  as  a  t^-ibute,  for  which  he  fhould 
Receive  a  hatchet. 

6.  That  the  eight  elders  or  chiefs  fliouId 
fee  all  this  performed,  or  receive  punifhment 
themfelves  ;  and  that  for  their  fidelity,  each 
one  fhould  receive  a  red  coat,  a  copper  chain, 
and  a  picture  of  King  James,  and  fhould  be 
accounted  his  nobleman.  ^. 

Though  this  tranfaftion  pafled  -y^hilft  Sir 
Thomas  Gates  was  at  the  head  of  the  gov- 
ernment, and  refiding  within  the  Colony,  yet 
nothing  is  faid  of  his  affenting  tq  it,  or  giv-r 
ing  any  orders  about  it.  Dale  appears  to 
have  been  the  moft  a6:ive  and  enterprizing 
man  ;  and  on  Gates's  return  to  England  in 
the  fpring  of  16 14,  the  chief  command  de- 
volved on  him. 

The  experience  of  live  years  had  now 
convinced  all  thinking  men,  am.ong  the  En- 
glifh, that  the  Colony  would  never  thrive, 
whilft  their  lands  were  held  in  common,  and 

the 
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tfife  people  wer€  maintained  out  of  the  pub- 
lic (lores.  'Yn  fuch  a  cafe  there  is  no  fpur  to 
exertion  ;  the  induftrious  perfon  and  the. 
drone  fare  alike,  and  the  former  has  no  in-,, 
ducement  to  work  for  the  latter.  The  time 
prefcribed  &  the  King^s  infl:ru£tions  for  their 
trading  in  a^conimon  ftock,  and  bringing  alt 
the  fruits  of  their  labour  into  a  commoft 
ftore,  was  expired.  An  a-lteration  was  then 
contemplated,  but  the  firft  meafure  adopted 
did  not  much  mend  the  matter.  Three  acres 
only  were  allotted  to  each  m^an,  as  a  farm, 
on  which  he  was  to  work  eleven  months  for 
the  (lore,  and  one  month  for  himfelf  j  and  to 
receive  his  proportion  out  of  the  common 
ftock.  Tkofe  who  were  employed  on  Sir 
Thomas  ^Sale's  plantation,  had  better  terms. 
One  month's  labour  only  was  required,  and 
they  were  exempted  from  all  farther  fervice ; 
and  for  this  exemption,  they-  paid  a  yearly 
tribute  of  three  barrels  and  a  half*  oif  corn 
to  the  public  ftore.  Th,efe  farms  were  not 
held  by  a  tenure  of  common  foccage,  which 
carries  w^ith  it  freedom  and  property;  but 
merely  by  tenancy  at  will,  which  produces 
dependance.f  It  i«  however  obferv^d  that 
^^'-  this 

'*  A  barrel  of  corn  was  four  bulhels. 
f  Chalmers,  34, 
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this  fmall  eticourageHierit  gave  fome  prefent 
content,  and  the  fear  of  coming  to  want  grad- 
tially  difapjpeared.  * 

About  two  years  after,  ( 1 6 1 6)  si  method 
of  granting  lands  in  freeholds,  and  in  lots  of 
fifty  acres^  was  introduced  into  Virginia. 
This  quantity  was  allowed  to  each  perfoii 
who  came  to  refide,  or  brought  others  to  re- 
fide  there.  The  defign  of  k  wasto  encourage 
immigration.  Befide  this,  there  were  two 
other  methods  of  granting  lands.  One  was- 
^  grant  of  merih  When  any  perfon  had 
conferred  a  benefit^  or  done  a  fervice  to 
the  Colony^  it  was  requited  by  a  grant  of 
knd  which  could  not  exceed  two  thoufand 
Acres.  The  other  was  called  the  adventure 
of  the  purfci  Every  perfon  who  paid  tv^elve 
guineas  into  the  Company's  treafury  was  en- 
titled to  one  hundred  acres,  f 

After  fome  time,  this  liberty  of  taking' 
grants  was  abufed  ;  partly  by  the  ignorance 
and  kna'^refy  of  furveyors,  who  often  gave 
draughts  of  lands  without  ever  adually  fur- 
veying  them  ;  but  defcribing  them  by  nat- 
ural boundaries,  and  allowing  large  meafure  ; 
and  partly  by  the  indulgence  of  courts,  in  dt 

lavifh 
*  Siiith,"i32,  t  Stith,  i39i 
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lavifh  admittance  of  claiml  When  a  maf- 
ter  of  a  ftiip  canie  into  court,  and  made  oath 
that  he  had  imported  himfelf,  with  (o  many 
feamen  and  paffengerS,  an  order  was  iflued 
granting  him  as  many  rights  of  fifty  acres  ; 
and  the  clerk  had  a  fee  fdr  each  right.  The 
feamen  at  another  court  would  make  oath, 
that  they  had  adventured  themfelves  fo  many 
times  into  the  country,  and  would  obtain  an 
order  for  as  many  rights,  Mies  quoties.  The 
planter  who  bought  the  imported  fervants, 
would  do  the  fame,  and  procure  an  order 
for  as  many  times  fifty  acres.  Thefe  grants, 
after  being  defcribed  by  the  furveyors,  in  the 
dhcfve  vague  and  carelefs  manner,  were  fold 
at  a  fmall  price ;  and,  whoever  was  able  to 
purchafe  any  confiderable  number  of  them, 
became  entitled  to  a  vaft  quantity  of  land. 
By  fuch  means,  the  original  intention  of  al- 
loting  a  fmall  freehold  to  each  immigrant  wa^ 
fruftrated;  for  the  adventurers  themfelves, 
who  remained  on  the  fpot,  had  the  leaft 
fhare  of  the  benefit ;  and  the  fettlement  of 
the  country  in  convenient  diftri^ls  was  pre- 
cluded/''^ Land  fpeculators  became  poflifled 
of  immenfe  tradts,  too  large  for  cultivation ; 

and 
*  MS.  anonymous  ac-count  of  Virginia,  written  1697, 
page  1 8. 
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Uiid  the  inhabitants  were  fcattered  over  a  great 
extent  of  territory  in  remote  and  hazardous 
fituations.  The  ill  efFeds  of  this  difperfion, 
were  infecurity  from  the  favages  -,  a  habit  of 
indolence ;  an  imperfect  mode  of  cultiva- 
tion ;  the  introdudion  of  corividts  from 
England,  and  of  flaves  from  Africa. 

The  fame  year  ( 1 6i 6)  Sir  Thomas  Dale 
returned  to  England,  carrying  With  him  Po- 
cahontas,  the  wife  of  Mr.  Rolfe,  and  feveral 
other  Indians.  The  motive  of  his  return ^ 
Was,  to  vifit  his  farriily  arid  fettle  his  private 
affairs,  after  having  fpent  five  or  fix  years 
in  the  fervice  of  the  Colony*  He  is  charac- 
terifed  as  ail  aftive^  faithful  Governor,*  very 
careful  to  provide  fupplies  of  corn,  rather  by 
planting  than  by  purchafe*  So  much  hiid 
thefe  fuppliiss  increafed  under  his  diredlioa, 
that  the  Colony  was  able  to  knti  to  the  In- 
dian Princes,  feveral  hundred  bufhels  of  corn, 
and  take  ?nortgages  of  their  land  in  payment. 
He  would  allow  no  tobacco  to  be  planted 
till  a  fufficiency  of  feed-corn  Vvas  in  the 
ground.  He  was  alfo  very  affiduous  in  rang- 
ing and  exploring  the  country,  and  became 
extremely  delighted  with  its  pleafant  and 
G  fertile 

*  Stith,  140. 
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fertile  appearance.  He  had  fo  high  aii 
opinion  of  it,  that  he  declared  it  equal  to 
the  beft  parts  of  Europe,  if  it  were  cultivat- 
ed and  inhabited  by  an  indtiflrious  people. 


0^  SINCE  the  foregoing  fhe^t^  were 
printed,  I  have  found  the  following 
brief  account  of  Sir  George  SoMERS, 
in  Fuller  s  Worthies  of  Englaftd^^,  282. 

'  "  George  Sonrers,  Knight,  was  born  in  ot 
near  Lyme,  in  Dorfetihire.  He  was  a  lamb 
upon  land,  a;nd  a  lion  at  fea.  So  patient,  on 
fhore,  that  few  could  anger  him  ;  and  on 
Entering  a  fhip,  as  if  he  had  aflumed  a  new 
nature,  fo  paffionate  that  few  could  pleafe 
him.'*  [Whitchurch,  where  his  corpfe  was 
depofited,  is  diftant  three  miles  from  Lyme.] 
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XVIII.     Sir  SAMUEL  ARGAL. 
Sir  GEORGE  YEARDLEY. 

We  have  no  account  of  Capt.Argal 
before  the  year  1 609,  when  he  came  to  Virr 
ginia,  to  fifh  for  fturgeon,  and  trade  with 
the  Colony.  This  trade  was  then  prohib- 
ited ;  but,  being  a  Jcinfman  of  Sir  Thomas 
Smith,  his  voyage  was  connived  at,  and  the 
provifions  and  wine  which  h.e  brought,  were 
a  welcome  relief  to  the  Colony.  He  was 
there  when  the  fhattered  fleet,  efcaped  from 
the  tempeft,  arrived  without  their  Com- 
manders ;  and  he  continued  to  make  voyages 
in  the  fervice  of  the  Colony,  and  for  his  own 
advantage,  till  he  was  made  Deputy-Gov- 
ernor, under  Lord  Delaware. 

The  principal  exploit  in^  which  he  was 
engaged,  was  an  expedition  to  the  northern 
part  of  Virginia.*  Sir  Thomas  Dale,  hay- 
ing received  fpnie  information  of  the  intru- 

fion 

*  The  time  of  this  voyage  is  not  accurately  mentioned  |. 
but,  from  comparing  feveral  dates  and  tranfactions,  I  think 
(with  Mr.  Prince)  that  it  muft  have  been  in  the  fummer 
of  1 61 3.  Certainly  it  was  before  Argal  was  made  Dep- 
uty-Governor, in  1 61 7,  though  fopie  writers  have  placed 
it  after  that  period. 
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fion  of  the  French  and  Dutch  within  the 
chartered  limits  of  Virginia,  fent  Argal,  often* 
fibly  on  a  traiding  and  fifhing  voyage  to  the. 
northward  ;  but  with  orders  to  feek  for,  and 
difpoffefs  intruders.     No  account  of  his  force 
is  mentioned  by  any  writer.     Having  vifited 
feveral  parts  of  the  ccaft  of  North  Virginia, 
and  obtained  the  b,eft  information  in   his 
power,  he  arrived  at  the  ifland  now  called 
Mount  Defart,  in  the  Diftrid  of  Maine  j 
where  two  Jefuits,  who  had  been  expelled 
from  Port  Royal,  by  the  Qpyernor  Biencourtj 
for  their  infolence,*  had  niade  a  plantation, 
and  built  a  fort.     A  French  fhip  and  bark 
vv^ere  then  lying  in  the  harbour.     Moft  of 
the  people  were  difperfed,  at  their  various 
employments,  and  were  unprepared  to  re- 
ceive an   enerny.      Argal  at  once  attacked 
the  veflels  with  mufquetry,  and  made  an. 
eafy  conqueft  of  them.     One  of  the  Jefuits 
was  killed  in  attempting  to  level  one  of  the 
fhip's   guns    againft   the    aifailants,      Argal 
then  landed,  and  fummpned  the  fort.     The 
Commander  requefted  time  for  confultation, 
but  it  was  denied  ;   on  which  the  garrifoa 
abandoned  the  fort,  and,  by  a  private  pat 

fage. 

*  See  Vol.  I.  page  340. 
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fage,  efcapeci  to  the  woods.  Argal  took 
pofleffion  in  the  name  of  the  Crown  of  Eng- 
land, and  the  next  day  the  people  came  in, 
and  furrendered  themfeives,"  and  their  com- 
miffion,  or  patent.  He  treated  them  with 
politenefs,  giving  them  leave  tq  go  either  to 
France,  in  the  fifliing  veffels,  which  reforted 
to  the  coaft,  or  with  him  to  Virginia, 

The  other  Jefuit,  Father  Biard,  glad  of 
an  opportunity  to  be  revenged  on  Biencourt, 
gave  information  of  his  fettlement  at  Port 
RoyaJ,  and  offered  to  pilot  the  veffel  thither. 
Argal  failed  acroft  the  Bay  of  Fundy,  and, 
entering  the  harbour,  landed  forty  men.  A 
gun  was  fired  from  the  fort,  as  a  fignal  to 
the  people  who  were  abroad  ;  but  Argal 
advanced  with  fuch  rapidity,  that  he  found 
the  fort  abandoned,  and  took  pofleffion. 
He  then  failed  up  the  river  with  his  boats  ; 
where  he  viewed  their  fields,  their  barns 
and  mill  ;  thefe  he  fpared  ;  but  at  his  return, 
he  deftroyed  the  fort,  and  defaced  the  arms 
of  the  King  of  France. 

Biencourt  was  at  this  time  furveying  the 
country  at  a  diflance  ;  but  was  called  home 
fuddenly,  and  requefted  a  conference  with 
the  Englilh  Commander.*     They  met  in  a 

meadow, 

*  Purchas,  v,  iSoS. 
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meadovv",  with  a  few  of  their  followers- 
After  an  inefFe£i:ual  affertion  of  rights,^ 
equally  claimed  by  both,  Biencourt  propofed, 
if  he  could  obtain  a  protecStion  *  from  the 
Grown  of  England,  and  get  the  obnoxious 
Jefuit  into  his  poffeffion,  to  divide  the  fur 
trade,  and  difclofe  the  mines  of  the  country  ; 
but  Argal  refufed  to  make  any  treaty,  alleg- 
ing that  his  orders  were  only  to  difpoflefs. 
him  ;*  and  threatening,  if  he  fhould  find  him 
there  again,  to  ufe  him  as  an  enemy. 
Whilft  they  were  in  conference,  one  of  the 
natives  came  up  to  them,  and  in  broken 
French,  with  fuitable  geftures,  endeavoured 
to  mediate  a  peace  ;  wondering  that  perfons, 
who  feemed  to  him,  to  be  of  one  nation, 
ftiouid  make  war  on  each  other.  This 
affedhing  incident  ferved  to  put  them  both 
into  good,  humour. 

As  it  was  a  time  of  peace  betv^een  the, 
two  Crowns,  the  only  pretext  for  this  expe- 
dition, was  the  intrufion  of  the  French  into 
limits  claimed  by  the  Englifh,  in  virtue  of 
prior  difcovery.  This  mode  of  difpoflefling 
them  has  been  cenfured,  as  "  contrary  to  the 
Law  of  Nations,  becaufe  inconfiftent  with 

their 


*  << 
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their  peace."*  It  was,  however^  agreeable 
to  the  powers  granted  in  the  charter  of  1 609  | 
and  even  the  feizure  of  the  French  veffels^ 
on  board  of  which  was  a  large  quantity  of 
provifions,  cloathing,  furniture,  and  trading 
goods,  v/as  alfo  warranted  by  the  fame 
charter.  There  is  no  evidence  that  this 
tranfa^tion  was  either  approved  by  the  Court 
®f  England,  or  refented  by  the  Crown  of 
France  ;  certain  it  is,  however,  that  it  made 
way  for  a  patent^  which  King  James  gave  to 
Sir  William  Alexander^  in  1621,  by  which 
he  granted  him  the  whole  territory  of  Aca* 
dia,  by  the  name  of  Nova-Scotia ;  and  yet 
the  French  continued  their  occupancy. 

On  his  return  toward  Virginia,  with  his 
prizes,  Argal  vifited  the  fettlement  which  the 
Dutch  had  made  at  Hudfon's  River,  near  the 
fpot  where  Albany  is  now  built,  and  demand- 
,ed  poffeffion  5  alleging  that  Hudfon  being 
an  EngUlh  fubjeft,  though  in  the  fervice  of 
Holland,  could  not  alienate  the  lands  which 
he  had  difcovered  ;  which  were  claimed 
by  the  Crown  of  England,  and' granted  by 
Charter  to  the  Company  of  Virginia.  The 
Cutch  Governor,  Hendrick  Chriftiaens,  hQ- 

*  Chalmers,  82-. 
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itig  linable  to  make  any  refiftance,  quietly 
fubmitted  Himfelf  and  his  Colbny  to  the 
Crown  of  England,  and  was  permitted  to  re- 
niain  there.  But  on  the  artival  of  a  rein- 
forcemeiit  the  next  year^  they  built  another 
fort,  on  the  foutK  erid  of  the  Iflarid  Manhat- 
tan, where  the  city  of  NeW-York  now  ftands, 
and  held  the  couiltry  for  iriany  years,  under 
a  grant  from  the  States-General,  by  the  name 
of  New  Netherlands. 

The  next  fpring  (1614)  Argal  went  to 
England,  and  two  years  after,  Sir  Thomas 
Dale  followed  him,  leaving  George 
Yeardley  to  govern  the  Colony  in  his  ab- 
fence.  It  had  been  a  grand  objedl  with  Dale 
to  difcourage  the  planting  of  tobacco  ;  but 
his  fucceffor,  ill  compliance  with  the  humour 
of  the  people,  indulged  them  in  cultivating 
It,  in  preference  to  corn.  When  the  Colony 
was  in  want  of  bread,  Yeardley  fent  to  the 
Indians  of  Chickahomony  for  their  tribute, 
as  promifed  by  the  treaty  made  with  Dale, 
They  anfwered,  that  they  had  paid  his  mat- 
ter ;  but  that  they  had  no  orders,  nor  any  in- 
clination to  obey  him.  Yeardley  drew  out 
one  hundred  of  his  beft  men,  and  went 
againft  them.  They  received  him  in  a  war- 
like 
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like  pofture  ;  and  after  much  threatening  on 
both  fides,  Yeardley  ordered  his  men  to  fire. 
Twelve  of  the  natives  were  killed,  and  as 
many  were  made  prilbners,  of  whom  two 
were  Elders  or  Senators-,  For  their  ranfom, 
one  hundred  buihels  of  com  were  paid,  in 
addition  to  the  tribute.  Three  boats  were 
loaded  for  James-Town,  one  of  which  was 
overfet  in  the  paflage,  and  eleven  men  with 
her  whole  cargo  were  loft.  The  natives 
were  fo  awed  by  this  chaftifement,  that  they 
fuppHed  the  Colony  with  fuch  provifions  as 
they  could  fpare  from  their  own  ilock,  or 
procure  by  hunting  ;  and  being  thus  fuppli- 
ed,  the  Colonifts  gave  themfelves  chiefly  to 
the  planting  of  tobaccOb 

In  1 717,  Captain  ArgaL  was  appointed 
Deputy-Governor  of  the  Colony  under  Lord 
Delaware,  and  Admiral  of  the  adjacent  feas- 
When  he  arrived,  in  May,  he  found  the  pal- 
ifades  broken,  the  church  fallen  down,  and 
the  well  of  frefli  water  fpoiled  ;  but,  the 
inarket-fqUare  and  the  ftreets  of  James- 
Town  were  planted  with  tobacco,*  and  the 
people  were  difperfed,  wherever  they  could 
find  room,  to  cultivate  that  precious  weed  ; 
H  the 

*  Stith,  144. 
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the  value  of  which  was  fuppofed  to  he  mucB 
Augmented  by  a  new  mode  of  cure,  drying 
It  on  lines,  rather  than  fermenting  it  in 
heaps.  The  author  of  this  difcovery  was  a 
Mr.  Lambert  ;  and  the  effeft  of  it  was 
a  great  demand  from  England  for  lines, 
which  afterward  became  a  capital  article  of 
trafhc. 

To  cotmterad  the  ill  effedls  of  Yeardley's 
indulgence,  Argal  revived  the  fevere  difci- 
pline  which  was  grounded  on  the  martial 
laws,  framed  by  his  patron,  Sir  Thomas 
Smith  ;  a  fpecimen  of  which  may  be  feen  in 
the  following  ediflis.  He  fixed  tlie  advance 
oh  goods  imported  from  England,  at  twen- 
ty-five per  cent,  and  the  price  of  tobacco  at 
three  {hillings  per  pound  ;*  the  penalty  for 
tranfgreffing  this  regulation  was  three  years 
flavery.  No  perfon  was  allowed  to  fire  a 
gun,  except  in  his  own  defence,  againft  an 
enemy,  till  a  new  fupply  of  ammunition 
fhould  arrive  ;  on  penalty  of  one  year's 
flaverv.  Abfence  from  church  on  Sundays 
and  holidays,  was  punifhed  by  laying  the 
offender  neck  and  heels,  for  one  whole  night, 
or  by  one  week's  flavery ;  the  fecond  offence^ 

by 
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hy  one  month's ;  and  the  third  by  one  year's 
flavery.  Private  trade  with  the  favages,  or 
teaching  them  the  ufe  of  arms,  was  punilha^ 
ble  by  death, 

Thefe  and   fimilar   laws   were  executed 
with  fuch  rigour,  as  to  render  the  Deputy- 
Governor  odious  to  the  Colony.     They  had 
entertained  a  hope  of  deliverance,  by  the  ex- 
pected arrival  of  Lprd  Delaware,  who  failed 
from  England  for  Virginia  (April,  1618)  in 
a  large  {hip,  containing  two  hundred  people* 
After  touching -at  the  Weftern  Iflands,  a  fuc- 
ceffion  of  contrary  winds,  and  bad  weather 
protra£ted    the    voyage  to    fixteen   weeks, 
during  which  time^  many  of  the  people  feU 
fick,  and  about  thirty  died,  among  whom 
was  Lord  Delaware.     This  fatal  news  was 
known  firft  in  Virginia  ;  but  the  report  of 
Argal's    injurious    condud    had    gone    ta 
England,  and  made  a  deep  impreflSon,  to. 
tis  difadvantage,  on  the  minds  of  his  beft 
friends.     Befides  a  great  number  of  wrongs 
to  particular  perfons,  he  was  charged  with 
converting  to  his  own  ufe,  what  remained 
of  the  public  (lores  ;  with  depredation  an4 
wafte  of  the  revenues  of  the  Company ;  and 
with  many  offences  in  matters  of  ftate  an4 

government 
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government.  At  firft,  the  Company  were 
fo  alarmed,  as  to  think  of  an  application  to 
the  crown,  for  redrefs  ;  but  on  farther  con- 
fideration,  they  wrote  a  letter  of  reprehen- 
fion  to  him,  and  another  of  complaint  tq 
Lord  Delaware,  whom  they  fuppofed.  to  be 
at  the  head  of  the  Colony,  requefting  that 
Argal  might  be  fent  to  England,  to  anfwei: 
the  charges  laid  againft  him. 

Both  thefe  letters  fell  into  Argal's  hands. 
Convinced  that  his.  tim.e  was  ihort,  he  deter- 
mined  to  make  the  moft  of  it,  for  his  own 
interefl.  Having  affumed  the  care  of  his: 
Lordfhip's  eftate^  in  Virginia,  he  converted 
the  labour  of  the  tenants,  and  the  produce 
of  the  land  to  his  own  ufe.  But  Edward 
Brewfter,  who  had  been  appointed  overfeer 
of  the  plantation^  by  his  Lordfhip's  order 
before  his  death,  endeavoured  to  withdraw 
them  from  Argafs  fervice,  and  employ  them 
for  the  benefit  of  the  eftate,  When  he 
threatened  one,  who  refufed  to  obey  him^ 
the  fellow  made  his  complaint  to  the  Gov- 
ernor :  Brewfter  was  arretted,  tried  by  a 
court-martial,  and  fentenced  to  death,  in 
confequence  of  the  aforefaid  laws  of  Sir 
Thomas  Smiths     Senfible  of  the    extreme 

fe  verity 
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feverlty  of  thefe  laws,  the  court  which  had 
pafied  the  fentence,  accompanied  by  the 
clergy,  went  in  a  body  to  the  Governor,  to 
intercede  for  Brewfter's  life ;  which,  with 
much  difficulty,  they  obtained,  on  this  con- 
dition ;  that  he  fhould  quit  Virginia,  never 
more  to  return  ;  and  fhould  give  his  oath, 
that  he  would,  neither  in  England,  nor 
elfwhere,  fay  or  do  any  thing  to  the  dif- 
honour  of  the  Governor.  On  his  going  to 
England,  he  was  advifed  to  appeal  to  the 
Company ;  and  the  profecution  of  this  ap- 
peal, added  to  the  odium  which  Argal  had 
incurred,  determined  them  to  fend  over  a 
new  Governor,  to  examine  the  complaints 
^nd  acculations  on  the  fpot. 

The  perfon  chofen  to  execute  this  com- 
miffion,  was  Yeardley,  his  rival,  who,  on 
this  occafion,  was  knighted,  and  appointed 
Governor-General  of  the  Colony,  where  he 
arrived  in  the  Spring  of  1619.* 

The  Earl  of  Warwick,  who  was  Argal's 
friend,  and  partner  in  trade,  had  taken  care 
to  give  him  information  of  what  was  doing  ; 
and  to  difpatch  a  fmall  veflel,  which  arrived 
before  the  new  Governor,  and  carried  off 

Argal 

*  Stith,  154, 
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Argal  with  all  his  effe£ls.  By  this  manoeu-* 
yre,  and  by  virtue  of  his  partnerihip  with 
the  Earl,  he  not  only  efcaped  the  intendedl 
e5?:amina^tionj  in  Virginia,  but  fecured  the 
greater  part  of  his  property,  and  defrauded 
the  Company  of  that  reflitution  which  they 
had  a  right  to  expedl:. 

The  charafl;er  of  Capt.  Argal,  like  that  of 
moft  who  were  concerned  in,  the  colonization 
and  government  of  Virginia,  is;  differently- 
drawn.  On  the  one  hand,  he  is  fpoken  of 
as  a  good  mariner,  a  civil  gentleman,  a  mai^ 
of  public  fpirit,  aftive,  induftrious^  and  care- 
ful to  provide  for  the^  popple,  and  keep  then\ 
conftantly  employed.*  On  the  other  hand, 
he  is  defcribed  as  negligent  of  the  public 
bufinefs,  feeking  only  his  own  intereft,  rapa- 
cious, pafnonate,  arbitrary,  and  cruel ;  pufh-. 
ing  his  unrighteous  gains,  by  all  means  of 
extortion  and  opprellion.  Mn  Stith,j"  who, 
from  the  beft  information  which  he.  could, 
obtain,  at  the  diftance  of  more  than  a  cen- 
tury, by  fearchingr  the  public  records  of  the 
Colony,  and  the  journals  of  the  Company, 
pronounces  him  "  a  man  of  good  fenfe^  of 
great  induftry  and.  refolution,"  and  fays,  that 

*'  when 

*  Smith  and  Purchas.  f  Stith,  229. 
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**  when  the  Company  warned  him  peremp- 
torily, to  exhibit  his  accounts,  and  make 
anfwer  to  fuch  things  as  they  had  charged 
againft  him,  he  fo  foiled  and  perplexed  all 
their  proceedings,  and  gave  them  fo  much 
trouble  and  annoyance,  that  they  were  never 
able  to  bring  him  to  any  account  or  pun- 
ifhment." 

Nothing  more  is  now  known  of  him,  but 
that  after  quitting  Virginia,  he  was  employed 
m  1620,  to  command  a  Ihip  of  war,  in  an 
expedition  againft  the  Algerines  ;*  and  that 
in  1623,  he  was  knighted  by  King  James, 

About  the  fame  time  that  Lord  Delaware 
died  at  fea,  the  great  Indian  Prince,  Powhatan, 
died  at  his  feat  in  Virginia,  (April,  i6i8.)'|' 
He  was  a  perfon  of  excellent  natural  talents^ 
penetrating  and  crafty,  and  a  complete  mafter 
of  all  the  arts  of  favage  policy  ;:}:  but  totally 
Void  of  truth,  juftice,  and  magnanimity.^ 
He  v>^as  fucceeded  by  his  fecond  brother 
bpitchapan  ;  who,  being  decrepid  and  inac- 
tive, 
*  Stith,  184. 

t  The  fame  year  is  alfo  memorable  fcr  the  death  of 
Sir  Walter  Raleigh,  who  may  be  confidered  as  the 
founder  of  the  Colony  of  Virginia.     See  Vol.  I.   p«  221, 

J  Smith,  125.  ^§  Bti'th,  154. 
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tive,  was  foon  obfcilred  by  the  fuperior  abil-* 
ities  and  ambition  of  his  younger  brother 
Opechancanough.  Both  of  them  renewed 
and  confirmed  the  peace  which  Powhatan 
had  made  with  the  Colony  ;  and  Opechan- 
canough finally  engrofled  the  whole  power 
of  government ;  for  the  Indians  do  not  fo 
much  regard  the  order  of  fuccefllon,  as  bril- 
liancy of  talents,  and  intrepidity  of  mind  in 
their  chiefs. 

To  ingratiate  themfelves  with  this  Prince 
and  attach  him  more  clofely  to  their  intereft, 
the  Colony  built  an  houfe  for  him,  after  the 
Englifh  mode.  With  this,  he  was  fo  mucH 
pleafed,  that  he  kept  the  keys  continually  in 
his  hands,  opening  and  (hutting  the  doors 
many  times  in  a  day  and  fhowing  the  ma- 
chinery of  the  locks,  to  his  own  people  and 
to  ftrangers.  In  return  for  this  favour,  hd 
gave  liberty  to  the  Englifh,  to  feat  themfelves, 
at  any  places,  on  the  fhores  of  the  rivers, 
where  the  natives  had  no  villages,  and  enter- 
ed into  a  farther  treaty  with  them  for  the 
difcovery  of  mines  and  for  mutual  friendfhip 
and  defence.*  This  treaty  was  at  the  requefl 
of  Opechancanough   engraven   on   a  brafs^ 

platCy 

*  Purchas,  v.  1786,  8. 
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plate,  and  fattened  to  one  of  the  largeft  oaks, 
that  it  might  be  always  in  view,  and  held  in 
perpetual  remembrance. 

Yeardley,  being  rid  of  the  trouble  of  calling 
Argal  to  account,  applied  hinifelf  to  the  bufi-  - 
nefs  of  his  government.  The  firft  thing 
which  he  did  was  to  add  fix  new  members 
to  the  Council,  Francis  Weft,  Nathaniel 
Powel,  John  Pory,  Johfi  Ralfe,  William 
Wickham,  and  Samuel  Maycock.  /The  next 
was  to  publifh  his  intention  to  call  a  General 
Affembly,  the  privileges  and  powers  of 
which  were  defined  in  his  Commiffion.  pe 
alfo  granted  to  the  oldeft  planters  a  difcharge 
from  all  fervice  to  the  Colony,  but  fuch  as 
was  voluntary,  or  obligatory  by  the  laws 
and  cuftoras  of  nations  ;  with  a  confirmation 
of  all  their  eftates  real  and  perfonal  to  be 
holden  in  the  fame  manner  as  by  Englifh  fab- 
jedts.  Finding  a  great  fcarcity  of  corn,  he 
made  fome  amends  for  his  former  error  by 
promoting  the  cultivation  of  it.  The  firft 
year  of  his  adminiftration  (1619)  was  re- 
markable for  very  great  crops  of  wheat  and 
Indian  corn,  and  for  a  very  great  mortality 
of  the  people ;  not  lefs  than  300  of  vAom.' 
died, 

I  In 
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In  the  month  of  July  of  this  year,  the 
firft  General  AfTembly  of  the  Colony  of  Vir- 
ginia met  at  James-Town.*     The  deputies 
"Were  chofen  by  the  townfhips  or  boroughs, 
no  counties  being  at  that  time  formed.  From 
this  circumftance  the  Lower Houfe  of  Aflem- 
bly  was  always  afterward  called  the  Houfe  of 
BurgelTes,  till  the  revolution  in    1776;     In 
this  affemblyj  the  Governor,  Council  and 
Burgeflfes  fat  in  one  houfe,  and  jointly  "  de^ 
bated  all  matters,  thought  expedient  for  the 
good  of  the  Colony."     The  laws  then  en* 
A         adted  were  of  the  nature  of  local  regulations^ 
and  were  tranfmitted  to  England  for  the  ap- 
probation of  the  Treafurer  and  Company; 
It  is  faid  that  they  were  judicioufly  drawn 
up  ;  but  no  veftige  of  them  now  remains. 

Thus,  at  the  expiration  of  twelve  years 
from  their  fettlement,  the  Virginians  firft  en- 
joyed the  privilege  of  a  Colonial  legiflatiire^ 
in  which  they  were  reprefented  by  perfons 
of  their  own  eleffion.f     They  received  as  a 

favour, 

^  Beverley  (p.  35)  fays  that  the  firft  afTembly  was  called 
m  1620.  But  Stith,  who  had  more  accurately  fearched 
the  records,  fays  that  the  firft  was  in  1 61 9,  and  thefeconi 
in  1620-     P«  160. 

^.  t  Chalmers,  44, 
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favour,  what  they  might  have  claimed  as  a 
right ;  and  with  minds  depreffed  by  the  ar- 
bitrary fyftem  under  which  they  had  been 
held,  thanked  the  Company  for  this  favour, 
and  begged  them  to  reduce  to  a  compendi- 
um, with  his  Majefty's  approbation,  the 
laws  of  England  fuitable  for  Virginia  ;  giv^ 
ing  this  as  a  reafon,  that  it  was  not  fit  for 
fubjedts  to  be  governed  by  any  laws,  but 
thofe  which  received  an  authority  frqm  their 
Sovereign, 

It  feems  to  have  been  a  general  fentiment 
among  thefe  Colonifts,  not  to.  make  Virginia 
the  place  of  their  permanent  refidence,  but 
after  having  acquired  a  fortune,  by  planting 
and  trade,  to  return  to  England.*  For  this 
reafon,  moft  of  them  were  deftitute  of  fami-? 
lies,  and  had  no  natural  attachment  to  the 
country.  To  remedy  this  material  defedt. 
Sir  Edwin  Sandys  the  new  Treafurer,  propofr 
ed  to  the  Company  to  fend  over  a  freight  of 
young  women,  to  make  wives  for  the  plant- 
ers. This  propofal,  with  feveral  others  made 
by  that  eminent  ftatefman,  was  received  with 
univerfal  applaufe ;  and  the  fuccefs  anfwered 
their  expedatiorls.  Ninety  girls,  *'  young 
and  uncorrupt,"  were  fent  over  at  one  time  ;f 

(1620) 

*  Stith,  165.        u        f  Purchas,  v.  1783. 
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{1620)  and  fixty  more,  "  handfome  and  well 
recommended"  at  another.  (1621)  Thefe 
were  foon  blefled  with  the  objedt  of  their 
wifhes.  The  price  of  a  wife,  at  firft,  was 
one  hundred  and  twenty  pounds  of  tobacco; 
but  as  the  number  became  fcarce,  the  price 
w^as  increafed  to  one  hundred  and  fifty 
pounds,  the  yalue  of  which  in  money  was 
three  fhillings  per  pound.*  By  a  fubfequent 
a£t  of  affembly,  it  was  ordained,  that  "  the 
price  of  a  wife  Qiould  have  the  precedence 
of  all  other  debts,  in  recovery  and  payment^ 
becaufe*  of  all  kinds  of  m.erchandife,  this  was 
the  moll  defirable/'f 

To  this  falutary  proje6t  of  the  Company^ 
King  James  was  pleafed  to  add  another, 
w^hich  he  fignified  to  the  Treafurer  by  a  let- 
ter ;  J  commanding  them  to  fend  to  Virginia, 
one  hundred  diiTolute  perfons,  convid:ed  of 
crimes,  who  ihould  be  delivered  to  them  by 
the  Knight  MarfhaL  The  feafon  of  the 
year  (November)  was  unfavourable  for  tranf- 
portation  ;  but  fo  perem>ptory  was  the  King's 
command,  and  fo  fubmiflive  the  temper  of 
the  Company,  that  they  became  bound  for 
the  fubfiftence  of  thefe   wretches  till  they 

could 

:*  Chalmers,  46.  f  Stith,  197*  %  Stith.  167. 
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could  fail,  which  was  not  till  February.     The 
expenfe  of  this  equipment  was  ^4,000. 

On  this  tranfad:ion,  Mr.  Stith,  v/ho  takes 
every  opportunity  to  expofe  the  weak  and 
arbitrary  government  of  King  James,  makes 
the  following  remarks,  "  Thofe  who  know 
with  how  high  a  hand  this  King  fometimes 
carried  it  even  with  his  Parliaments,  w^iil  not 
be  furprifed  to  find  him  thus  unmercifully  in-, 
fult  a  private  company,  and  load  them 
againft  all  law,  with  the  maintenance  and  ex- 
traordinary expenfe  of  tranfporting  fuch  per- 
fons  as  he  thought  proper  to  banifh.  And  I 
cannot  but  remark,  how  early  that  cuftom 
arofe  of  tranfporting  loofe  and  diiTolute 
perfons  to  Virginia,  as  a  place  of  punifhment 
and  difgrace  ;  which  though  originally  de- 
figned  for  the  advancement  and  increafe  of 
the  Colony,  yet  has  certainly  proved  a  great 
hindrance  to  its  growth.  For  it  hath  laid 
one  of  the  fineft  countries  in  America  under 
the  unjuil  fcandal  of  being  another  Siberia, 
fit  only  for  the  reception  of  malefadlors  and 
the  vileft  of  the  people.  So  that  few  have 
been  induced  v/iilingly  to  tranfport  them- 
felves  to  fuch  a  place  ;  and  oiir  younger  fif- 
^ers,  the  Northern  Colonies,  have  accordingly 

profited 
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profited  thereby.  For  this  is  one  caufe  that 
they  have  outftrlpped  us  fo  much  in  the 
number  of  their  inhabitants,  and  in  the 
goodnefs  and  frequency  of  their  towns  and 
Cities. 

In  the  fame  year  (1620)  the  merchandifc 
||pf  human  fiefh,  was  further  augmented,  by 
the  introduftion  of  negroes  from  Africa.* 
A  Dutch  fliip  brought  twenty  of  them  for 
fale  ;  and  the  Virginians,  who  had  but  juft 
emerged  from  a  ftate  of  vaffalage  themfelves, 
began  to  be  the  owners  and  matters  of  flaves. 
The   principal  commodity   produced    in 
Virginia  befides  corn,  was  tobacco  ;  an  arti- 
cle of  luxury  much  in  demand  in  the  north 
of  Europe.     Great  had  been  the  difficulties, 
attending  this  trade,  partly  from  the  jealoufy 
of  the  Spaniards,  who   cultivated  it  in  their 
American  Colonies ;  partly  from  the  obfe- 
quioufnefs  of  James  to  that   nation  ;    and 
partly  from  his  own  fqueamifh  averfion  to 
tobacco,  againft  the  ufe  of  which,  in  his 
princely  wifdom,  he  had  written  a  book.f 

The 

*  Beverley,  p.  35. 

f  This  book  is  entitled  "  A  Counterbl^ft  to  Tobacco," 
and  is  printed  in  a  folio  volume  of  the  works  of  King 
James.  In  this  curious  work  he  compares  the  fmoke  o^ 
tobacco  to  the  fmoke  of  the  bottomlefs  pit ;  and  fays  it  is 
only  proper  to  regale  the  devil  after  dinner. 
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The  Virginia  Company  themfelyes  were 
X)ppofed  to  its  cultivation,  and  readily  admit- 
ted various  proje<3:s  for  encouraging  other 
produd:iDns,  of  more  immediate  ufe  and  ben- 
efit to  mankind.  As  the  country  naturally 
yielded  mulberry-trees  and  vines",  it  was 
thought  that  filk  and  wine  might  be  manu- 
factured to  advantage.  To  facilitate  thefe 
projefts,  eggs  of  the  filk-worm  were  procur- 
ed from  the  fouthern  countries  of  Europe  ; 
books  on  the  fubjedl  were  tranflated  froni 
foreign  languages ;  perfons  {killed  in  the 
management  of  filk-worms  and  the  cultiva- 
tion of  vines  were  engaged  ;  and,  to  crown  all^ 
a  royal  order  from  King  James,  enclofed  in  a 
letter  from  the  Treafurer  and  Council,  was 
fent  over  to  Virginia,  with  high  expectations 
of  fuccefs.  But  no  exertions  nor  authority 
could  prevail,  to  make  the  cultivation  of  to- 
bacco yield  to  that  of  filk  and  wine  ;  and 
after  the  trade  of  the  Colony  was  laid  open 
and  the  Dutch  had  free  accefs  to  their  ports, 
the  growth  of  tobacco  received  fuch  encour- 
agement, as  to  become  the  grand  ftaple  of  the 
Colony. 

At  this  time,  the  Company  in  England  was 
divided  into  two  parties  ;  the  Earl  of  War- 
wick 
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wick  was  at  the  head  of  one^  and  the  Earl 
of  Southampton  of  the  othier.  The  former 
was  the  leaft  in  number^  but  had  the  ear  and 
fupport  of  the  King;  and  their  virulence 
was  direcled  agairift  Yeardley,  who  had  inter- 
cepted a  packet  from  his  own  Secretary,  Pory, 
Containing  the  proofs  of  Argal's  mifcondu£t, 
which  had  beeri  prepared  to  be  ufed  againfl 
him  at  his  trial ;  but  which  the  Secretary  had 
been  bribed  to  convey  to  his  clofe  friend  the 
Earl  of  Warwick.  Th^  Governor,  being  a 
man  of  a  mild  and  gentle  temper,  was  fo 
overcome  with  the  oppofition  and  menaces 
of  the  faftion,  which  were  publickly  known 
in  the  Colony,  that  his  authority  was  weak- 
ened, his  fpirits  dejecSted,  and  his  health  im- 
paired to  that  degree  that  he  became  unfit 
for  bufinefsj  and  requefted  a  difmiffion  froni 
the  cares  of  governmente  His  commiffion 
expired  in  November,  1621,  but  he  continu- 
ed in  the  Colony,  was  a  member  of  the 
Council,  and  enjoyed  the  refpedt  and  eileem 
of  the  people. 

During  this  fhort  adminiftration,   many 

new  fettlements  were  made   on  James  and 

l|t    York  rivers,  and  the  planters  being  fupplied 

with  wives  and  fervants,    began  to  think 

themfelves 
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themfelves  at  home,  and  to  take  pleafure  in 
cultivating  their  lands ;  but  they  neglefted 
to  provide  for  their  defence,  placing  too 
great  confidence  in  the  continuance  of  that 
tranquillity  which  they  had  long  enjoyed  by 
their  treaty  with  the  Indianso 
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XIX.     Sir  FRANCIS  WYAT. 


HEN  Sir  George  Yeardley  re- 
qiiefted  a  difmifEon  from  the  burden  of 
government,  the  Earl  of  Southampton  rec^ 
ommended  to  the  Company  Sir  Francis 
Wyat,  as  his  fucceffor.  He  was  a  young 
gentleman  of  a  good  family,  in  Ireland,* 
who,  on  account  of  his  education,  fortune 
and  integrity,  was  every  way  equal  to  the 
place,  and  w^as  accordingly  chofen.f 

He  received  from  the  Company  a  fet  of 
inftru(5tions,  which  were  intended  to  be  a 
permanent  directory  for  the  Governor  and 
Council  of  the  Colony.  In  thefe  it  was 
recommended  to  them,  to  provide  for  the 
fervice  of  God,  according  to  the  form  and 
difcipline  of  the  Church  of  England  ;  to 
adminifter  juftice  according  to  the  laws  of 
England ;  to  protect  the  natives,  and  culti- 
vate pea.ce  with  them ;  to  educate  their 
'children  ;  and  to  endeavour  their  civilization 
and  converfion  ;  to  encourage  induftry  ;  to 
fupprefs  gaming,  intemperance,  and  excefs 
in  apparel ;  to  give  no  offence  to  any  other 

prince, 

*  Stith,  187.        t  Hazard,  Vol.  I.  232.        %  Stkh»  195. 
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prince,  State,  or  people  ;  to  harbour  no 
pirates  ;  to  build  fortifications  ;  to  cultivate 
corn,  wine,  and  filk  ;  to  fearch  for  minerals, 
dyes,  gums,  and  medicinal  drugs  ;  and  to 
"draw  off  the  people  from  the  exceffive 
planting  of  tobacco.'' 

Immediately  on  Wyat's  arrival,  (Oftober^ 
1 621)  he  fent  a  fpecial  meffage  to  Opitcha- 
pan  and  Opechancanough,  by  Mr.  George 
Thorpe,  a  gentleman  of  note  in  the  Colony, 
and  a  great  friend  to  the  Indians,  to  confirm 
the  former  treaties  of  peace  and  friendfhip. 
They  both  expreffed  great  fatisfaftion  at  the 
arrival  of  the  new  Governor  ;  and  Mr. 
Thorpe  imagined  that  he  could  perceive  an 
uncommon  degree  of  religious  fenfibility  in 
Opechancanough.  That  artful  chief  fo  far 
impofed  on  the  credulity  of  this  good  gen- 
tleman, as  to  perfuade  him  that  he  acknowl- 
edged his  own  religion  to  be  wrong  5  that 
he  defu'ed  to  be  inftrudfced  in  the  Chriftian 
dodrine,  and  that  he  wifhed  for  a  more 
friendly  and  familiar  intercourfe  with  the 
Englifh.  He  alfo  confirmed  a  former  prom- 
ife  of  fending  a  guide  to  fhew  them  fome 
inines  above  the  falk  But  all  thefe  pre- 
tences ferved  only  to  conceal  a  defign  which 

he 
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he  had  long  meditated,  to  deftroy  the  whole 
Engliih  Colony. 

The  peace  which  had  fubfifted  fince  the 
marriage  of  Pocahontas  had  lulled  the  En* 
glifh  into  fecurity,  and  difpofed  them  to  ex- 
tend their  plantations  along  the  banks  of  the 
rivers,  as  far  as  the  Potowmack,*  iii  fitua- 
tions  too  remote  from  each  other.  Their 
houfes  were  open  and  free  to  the  natives, 
who  became  acquainted  with  their  manner 
of  living,  their  hours  of  eating,  of  labour 
and  repofe,  the  ufe  of  their  arms  and  tools, 
and  frequently  borrowed  their  boats,  for  the. 
convenience  of  fifhing  and  fowling,  and  to 
pafs  the  rivers.  This  familiarity  was  pleaf- 
ing  to  the  Engliih,  as  it  indicated  a  fpirit  of 
moderation,  which  had  been  always  recom- 
mended, by  the  Company  in  England,  to  the 
planters ;  and,  as  it  afforded  a  favourable 
fyiiiptom  of  the  civilization  and  converfion 
of  the  natives  ;  but  by  them,  or  their  leaders, 
it  was  defigned  to  conceal  the  moft  fanguin- 
ary  intentions. 

In  the  fpring  of  the  next  year,  (1622)  an 
opportunity  offered,  to  throw  oiF  the  mafk  of 
friendfhip,  and  kindle  their  fecret  enmity  in^ 
to  a  blaze.  -  Among  the  natives  v/ho  frequent^ 

ly 

*  Beverler,  -^o. 
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ly  vifited  the  Englifli,  was  a  tall,  handfome, 
young  chief,  renowned  for  courage  and  fuc- 
cefs  in  war,  and  exceffively  fond  of  finery  in 
drefs,  His  Indian  name  was  Nematanow  ; 
but  by  the  Englifh  he  was  called,  Jack  of  the 
Feather.  Coming  to  the  ftore  of  one  Morgan, 
he  there  viewed  feveral  toys  and  ornaments, 
which  were  very  agreeable  to  the  Indian 
tafte  ;  and  perfuaded  Morgan  to  carry  them 
to  Pamunky,  where  he  affured  him  of  an 
advantageous  traffic.  Morgan  confented  to 
go  with  him ;  but  was  murdered  by  the  way. 

In  a  few  days,  Nematanow  came  again  to 
the  ftore,  with  Morgan's  cap  on  his  head  ; 
and  being  interrogated  by  two  ftout  lads, 
w^ho  attended  there,  what  was  become  of 
their  mafter,  he  anfwered  that  he  was  dead. 
The  boys  feized  him.,  and  endeavoured  to 
carry  him  before  a  magiftrate  ;  but  his  vio- 
lent refiftance,  and  the  infolence  of  his  lan- 
guage, fo  provoked  them,  that  they  fhot  him. 
The  wound  proved  mortal  ;  and  when  dy- 
ing, he  eameftly  requefted  of  the  boys,  that 
the  manner  of  his  death  might  be  concealed 
from  his  countrymen,  and  that  he  might  be 
privately  buried  among  the  Englifh. 

As 
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As  foon  as  this  tranfadtion  was  known, 
Opechancanough  demanded  fatisfadtion  ;  but 
being  anfwered  that  the  retaliation  was  juft^ 
he  formed  a  plan  for  ^  general  maflacre  of 
the  Engliih,  and  appointed  Friday,  the  twen-s. 
ty-fecond  day  of  March,  for  its  execution  ; 
but  he  diffenibled  his  refentment  to  the  laft: 
moment.  Parties  of  Indians  were  diftributed 
through  the  Colony,  to  attack  every  planta- 
tion, at  the  fame  hour  of  the  day,  when  the 
men  fhould  be  abroad  and  at  work.  On  the 
evening  before,  and  on  the  morning  of  that 
fatal  day,  the  Indians  came  as  ufual  to  the 
houfes  of  the  Engliih,  bringing  game  an4 
hill  to  fell,  and  fat  down  with  them  to  break- 
faft.  So  general  was  the  combination,  and 
fo  deep  the  plot,  that  about  one  hour  before 
noon,  they  fell  on  the  people  in  the  fields 
and  houfes  ;  and,  with  their  own  tools  and 
weapons,  killed,  indifcriminately,  perfons  of 
all  ages,  fexes  and  chara(5lers  ;  inhumanly 
mangling  their  dead  bodies,  and  triumphing 
over  them,  with  all  the  expreffions  of  fran-t 
tic  joy. 

Where  any  refiftance  w^as  ma.de,  it  was 
generally  fuccefsful.  Several  houfes  were 
defended,  and  fome  few  of  the  aflailants  llain. 

One 


One  of  Captain  Smith's  old  foldlers,  Nathan- 
iel Caufie,  though  wounded,  fplit  the  fkull 
of  an  Indian,  and  put  his  whole  party  to 
flight.  Several  other  parties  were  difperfed 
by  the  firing  of  a  fmgle  gun,  or  by  the  pre- 
fenting  of  a  gun,  even  in  the  hands  of  a 
woman. 

James-Town  was  preferved  by  the  fidelity 
of  Chanco,*  a  young  Indian  convert,  who 
lived  with  Richard  Pace,  and  was  treated  by 
him  as  a  fon.  The  brother  of  this  Indian 
came  to  lie  with  him,  the  night  before  the 
maflacre,  and  revealed  to  him  the  plot,  urg« 
ing  him  to  kill  his  mailer,  as  he  intended  to 
do  by  his  own.  As  foon  as  he  was  gone  in 
the  morning,  Chanco  gave  notice  of  what 
was  intended,  to  his  matter  ;  who,  having 
fecured  his  own  houfe,  gave  the  alarm  to 
his  neighbours,  and  fent  an  exprefs  to 
James-Town.  IrL^i 

Three  hundred  and  forty-^nine  peoplef  fell 
in  this  general  maffacre ;  of  which  number., 

fix 

*  Stith,  212, 

f  The  number  flain  at  the  feveral  plantatrons  ;  from 
Captain  Smith's  Hiftory,  page  149. 

I .  At  Captain  John  Berkley's  plantation,  feated  at 
the  Falling  Creek,  fixty-fix  miles  from  James  City, 
hin^elf  and  twenty-one  othersy  -  -  22 

2.  At 


mm. 


fix  were  members  of  the  Council.  None  of 
thefe  were  more  laniented  than  Mr.  George 
Thorpe.  This  gentleman  was  one  of  the 
beft  friends  of  the  Indians,  and  had  been 
earneftly  Goneerned  in  the  bufinefs  of  in- 

ftruaing 

2.  At  Mafier  Thomas  Sheffield's  jjlaritation,  three 
miles  from  the  Falling  Creek,  himfelf  and  twelve 
others,  -  -  -  -  -  i^ 

p  At  Henrico  Iflands,  two  miles  from  Sheffield's 
plantation,         -  -  _  _  -         (S 

4.  Slain  of  the  College  people,  twenty  miles  from 

*    Henrico,         -            -             -            -             -  17 

5.  At  Charles  City,  and  of  Captaiii  Smith's  men,  5 

6.  At  the  next  adjoining  plantation,         -           -  8 

7.  At  William  Farrar's  houfe,         °              -  10 

8.  At  Brickley  Hundred,  fifty  miles  from  Charles 
City,  Mafter  George  Thorpe  and  ten  more,  1 1 

9.  At  Weftover,  a  mile  from  Brickley,             -  t 

10.  At  Mafter  John  Weft's  plantation,        =           •  2 

11.  At  Captain  Nathaniel  Weft's  plantation,  2 

12.  At  Richard  Owen's  houfe,  himfelf  and  fix  more,  7 

13.  At  Lieutenant  GIbbs's  plantation,      -           -  12 

14.  At  Mafter  Owen  Macar's   houfe,  himfelf  and 
three  more,            *              -              -               -  4 

15.  At  Martin's  Hundred,  feven  miles  from  James 
City,  -  .  -  -  -13 

16.  At  another  place,         -            -          -            -  7 

17.  At  Edward  Bonit's  plantation,         »            -  50 

1 8.  At  Mafter  Waters' s  houfe,  himfelf  and  four  more,  5 

19.  At  Apamatuck's  River,  at  Mafter  Perce's  plan- 
tation, five  miles  from  the  College,        -           -  4 

3}6.   At  Mafter  Maycock's  dividend,  Captain  Samuel 
Maycock  and  four  more,        -  -  -        5 


*  'im. 
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ftru(?tlng  and  evangelizing  them.  He  had 
left  a  handfome  eftate,  and  an  honourable 
employment  in  England,  and  was  appointed 
chief  Manager  of  a  plantation  and  a  femi- 
nary,  defigned  for  the  nlaintenance  arid  edu- 
cation of  young  Indians,  in  Virginia*  He 
had  been  remarkably  kind  and  generous  to 
them  ;  and  it  was  by  his  exertion,  that  the 
houfe  was  built,  in  which  Opecharicanough 
took  fo  much  pleafure.  Juft  before  his  death, 
he  was  warned  of  his  danger,  by  one  of  his 
fervants,  who  immediately  made  his  efcape  j* 

but 

11.   At  Flowerda  Hundred,  Sir  George  Yeardley's 
plantation,  -  -  _  ,  5 

22.  On  tHe  other  fide  oppofite  to  it,         -  "         1 

23.  At  Mafter  Sv/inhow's  houfe,  himfelf  and  feven 
more,  -  -  ,  .  ^         ^ 

44.   At  Mafter  William  Bickar*s  houfe,  himfelf  and 
four  more,        -  -  -  -  -        ^ 

25.  At  Weanoqk,  of  Sir  George  Y(?ar4ley's  people,  21 

26.  At  Powel  Srooke,  Captain  N^^thankl  Fowei  4»d 
twelve  more,  -  -  »  -  13 

27.  At  Southampton  Hundred,        -  -  -        ^ 

28.  At  Martin's  Brandon  Hundred,  -  -      ^ 

29.  At  Captain  H^nry  ^pilman's  hpufei  -  2 

30.  At  Enfign  Spence's  houfe,         -  -  -     ^ 

31.  At  Mafter  Thomas  Perfe's  Houfe,  by  Mulberry 
Ifland,  himfelf  and  four  more,  -  -  5 

The:  whole  number,        34.9^^/! 
*  Smith,  145, 

L 
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but  Nki  Thorpe  would  not  believe  that  they 
intended  him  any  harm,  and  thus  fell  a  vic- 
tim to  their  fury.  His  corpfe  was  mangled 
and  abufed,  in  a  manner  too  Ihoeking  to  be 
related. 

.  One  efFe£t  of  this  maflacre  was  the  ruin 
of  the  iron-works,  at  Falling-Creek,  where 
the  deftrudion  was  fo  complete,  that,  of 
twenty-four  people,  only  a  boy  and  girl 
efcaped  by  hiding  themfelves.^  The  fuper- 
intendant  of  this  work  had  difcovered  a  vein 
of  lead  ore,  which  he  kept  to  himfelf  ;  but 
made  ufe  of  it,  to  fupply  himfelf  and  his 
friends  with  fliot.  The  knowledge  of  this 
was  loft  by  his  death  for  many  years.  It 
was  again  found  by  Colonel  Byrd,  and  again 
loft^  The  place  was  a  third  time  found  by 
John  Chifwell ;  and  the  mine  is  now,  or  has 
been  lately,  wrought  to  advantage. 

Another  confequence  of  this  fatal  evenf, 
was  an  order  of  the  Government,  to  draw  to- 
gether the  remnant  of  the  people  into  a  nar- 
row compafs.  Of  eighty  plantations,  all 
were  abandoned  but  fix,f  which  lay  contigu- 
ous, 

*  Beverley,  43,  f  Purchas,  v.  2792. 
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oUs,  at  the  lower  part  of  James  River.*  The 
owners  or  overfeers  of  three  or  four  others, 
refufed  to  obey  the  order,  and  entrenched 
themfelves,  mounting  cannon  for  their  der 
fence,  f 

The  next  effedl:  was  a  ferocious  war.  The 
Indians  were  hunted  like  beafts  of  prey,  and 
as  many  as  could  be  found  were  deftroyed. 
But  as  they  were  very  expert  in  hiding 
themfelves  and  efcaping  the  purfuit,  the  En- 
glifh  refolved  to  difTemble  with  them  in  their 
own  way.  J  To  this  they  were  further  im- 
pelled by  the  fear  of  famine.  As  feed-time 
came  on,  both  fides  thought  it  neceflary  to 
relax  their  hoftile  operations  and  attend  to 
the  bufmefs  of  planting.  Peace  was  then  of- 
fered by  the  Englilh,  and  accepted  by  the  la? 

dians  ; 

*  The  fix  plantations,  to  which  the  Government  or- 
^ered  the  people  to  retire,  were  : 

Shirley  Hundred,  Pafpiha, 

Flowerda  Hur^redj  Kiquptan, 

James-Town,  Southampton, 

■f  Thofe  perfons  who  refufed  to  obey  the  order,  were  z 

Mr.  Edward  Hill,  at  Elizabeth  City. 

Mr.  Samuel  Jordan,  at  Jordan's  Point. 

Mr.  Daniel  Gookin,  at  Newport  News. 

Mrs.  Proftor,  a  gentlewoman  of  an  heroic  fpirit,  de- 
fended her  plantation  a  month,  till  the  officers  of  the 
Colony  obliged  her  to  abandon  it. 
t  Keith,  139. 
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dians ;  but,  v/hen  the  corn  began  to  grow^ 
the  Englifh  fuddenly  attacked  the  Indians  in 
their  fields,  killed  many  of  themj^  and  deftroy- 
ed  their  com.  The  fummer  was  fuch  ^ 
feafon  of  confi:jfion  that  a  fufhciency  of  food 
could  not  be  obtained,  and  Ae  pepple  were 
jreduced  to  great  ftraits. 

The  unrelenting  feverity  witli  which 
this  war  was  profecuted  by  the  Virginians 
againft  the  Indians,  tranfmitted  mutual  abhor- 
rence to  the  poflerity  pf  both  ;  and  procured 
to  the  former  the  name  of  ^'  the  long  knife," 
by  which  they  are  ftili  dlftinguifhed  in  thp 
hieroglyphic  language  of  the  natives. 

Though  a  general  permiffion  of  refidence 
Iiad  been  given  by  Powhatan,  and  his  fuccef- 
fors,  to  the  Colonifts  ;  yet  they  rather  affedl- 
ed  to  confider  the  country  as  acquired  by  dif- 
covery  or  epnqueft  ;*  and  both  thefe  ideas 
were  much  favoured  by  the  Englifh  court. f 

The 

*  Chalmers,  39,  68. 

I  Mr.  Jeltcrfon,  In  his  Notes  on  Virginia,  (p.  153)  ob- 
ferves,  "  That  the  lands  p£  this  country  were  taken  from 
them  by  conqiieft  is  jiot  fo  general  a  truth  as  is  fuppofed.  I 
find  in  our  'hiilorians  and  records,  repeated  proofs  of  pur- 
chafes,  whif  h  cover  a  conaderable  par*:  of  the  Icwercountry ; 
and  many  more  would  donbtlefs  he  fo'und  on  further  fearch. 
The  upper  country,  v/e  know  has  been  acquired  altogelh^ 

er 
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The  civilization  of  the  natives  was  a  very  de^ 
firable  objeft ;  but  thofe  who  knew  them 
beft,  thought  that  they  could  not  be  civilized 
till  they  were  firft  fubdued  ;*  or  till  their 
Priefls  were  deftroyed.f 

It  is  certain  that  many  pious  and  charitable 
perfons  in  England  were  very  warmly  inter- 
efted  in  their  converfion.  Money  and  books, 
church  plate  and  other  furniture  were  liber- 
ally contributed,  A  college  was  in  a  fair 
way  of  being  founded ;  to  the  fupport  of 
which,  lands  were  appropriated  and  brought 
into  a  ftate  of  cultivation.  Some  few  inftan-* 
ces  of  the  influence  of  gofpel  principles  on 
the  favage  ii^ind,  particularly  Pocahontas  and 
Chanco,  gave  fanguine  hope  of  fuccefs  ;  and 
even  the  maflacre  did  not  abate  the  ardor  of 
that  hope,  in  the  minds  of  thofe  who  had  in- 
dulged it.  The  experience  of  almoft  two 
centuries  has  not  extinguiflied  it ;  and,  how- 
ever difcouraging  the  profped,  it  is  beft  for 
^he  caufe  of  virtue  that  it  never  fhould  be 

abandoned". 

pr  by  purchafes,  made  in  the  moil:  unexceptionable  form,'* 
A  more  particular  account  of  the  eariieft  purchafes,  is  de- 
firable,  fpecifying  the  date,  the  extent  and  the  compenfii- 
^oi>. 

^  Smith,  147.  f  Stith,  255* 
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abandoned.  There  may  be  fome  fruit,  which' 
though  not  fplendid  nor  extenfive,  yet  may 
cprrefpond  with  the  genius  of  a  religion^ 
which  is  compared,  by  its  Author,  to  "  leaven 
hid  in  the  meal.'*  The  power  of  evangelical 
truth  on  the  human  mind,  muft  not  be  con- 
fidered  as  void  of  reality,  becaufe  not  expofed 
to  public  obfervation* 

When  the  news  of  the  mafTacre  was  carri- 
ed to  England,  the  Governor  and  Colony 
were  confidered  as  fubjefts  of  blame,  by  thpfe 
very  peffons  who  had  always  enjoined  them 
to  treat  the  Indians  with  mildnefs.  Howev- 
er, ihips  were  difpatched  "syith  a  fupply  of 
provifions,  to  which  the  Corporation  of  Lon- 
don as  well  as  feveral  perfons  of  fortune 
largely  contributed.  The  King  lent  them 
twenty  barrels  of  powder,  and  a  quantity  of 
nnferviceahle  arms  from  the  Tower,  and 
promifedto  levy  four  hundred  foldiers,  in  the 
feveral  Counties  of  England,  for  their  protect 
tion  ;  but  though  frequently  folicited  by  the 
Company  in  England,  and  the  Colony  in 
Virginia,  he  never  could  be  induced  to  fulfil 
this  promife. 

The  calamities  which  had  befallen  the  Col- 
ony, and  the  diiTenfions  which  had  agitated 

the      - 
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the  Company,  became  fuch  topics  of  com- 
plaint, and  were  fo  reprefented  to  the  King 
and  his  Privy  Council,  that  a  commiiEon 
was  ifTued,  under  the  great  feal,  to  Sir  Wil-* 
liam  Jones,  Sir  Nicholas  Fortefcue,  Sir  Fran-* 
CIS  Gofton,  Sir  Richard  Sutton,  Sir  William 
Pitt,  Sir  Henry  Bouchier,  and  Sir  Henry 
Spilman,  or  any  four  of  them,  to  inquire  into 
all  matters  refpefting  Virginia,  from  the  be* 
ginning  of  its  fettlement^ 

To  enable  them  to  carry  on  this  inquiry, 
all  the  books  and  papers  of  the  Company 
were  ordered  into  the  cuftody  of  the  Com* 
miflioners ;  their  Deputy-Treafurer  was  ar- 
refted  and  confined ;  and  all  letters  which 
fhould  arrive  from  the  Colony,  were,  by  the 
King's  command,  to  be  intercepted.  This 
was  a  very  difcouraglng  introdudion  to  the 
bufmefs,  and  plainly  fliowed  not  only  th«  ar- 
bitrary difpofition  of  the  King ;  but  the  turn 
which  would  be  given  to  the  inquiry.  Oa 
the  arrival  of  a  fhip  from  Virginia,*  her 
packets  were  feized,  and  laid  before  the  Privy 
Council. 

The  tranfaftions  of  thefe  Commiflioners 
were  always  kept  concealed  ;  but  the  refult 

of 

*  Stith,  298. 
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df  them  wa^  made  known  by  an  order  oi 
Council,  (Oftober,  1623)  which  fet  forth, 
"That  his  Majefty  having  taken  into  his 
"  princely  confideration  the  diftreflfed  ftate  of 
"  Virginia,  dccalioried  by  the  ill  gOTernmcnt 
"  of  the  Company,  had  refdlved  by  a  new 
"  Charter,  to  appoint  a  Governor  and  twelve 
*'  Affiftants  to  refide  in   England  ;    and  a 
"  Governor  with  twelve  Affiftants  to  reiide 
"  in  Virginia  ;  the  former  to  be  nominated 
^'  by  his  Majefty  in  Council,  the  latter  to  be 
"  nominated  by  the  Governor  and  Affiftants 
"  in  England,  and  to  be  approved  by  the 
"  King  in  Council ;  and  that  ali  proceedings 
"  fhould  be  fubjedi  to  the  royal  diredion.'* 
The  Company  was  ordered  to  affemble  an4 
rcfolve  whether  they  would  fubmit,  and  re- 
fign  their  charter  5  and  in  default  of  fuch 
fubmiffion,  the  King  fignified  his  determina- 
tion to  proceed  for  recalling  their  charter,  in 
fuch  manner  as  to  him  Ihould  feem  meet. 

This  arbitrary  mandate  fo  aftoniflied  the 
Company,  that  when  they  met,  it  was  read 
over  three  times,  as  if  they  had  diftrufted 
their  own  ears.*  Then  a  long  filence  en-= 
fued  5  and  when  the  queftion  was  called  for, 

twenty-fix 

*  Slith,  304: 
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twenty-fix  only  voted  for  a  furrender,  and 
bne  hundred  and  twelve  declared  againft  it. 
Thefe  proceedings  gave  fuch  an  alarm  to 
all  wjio  were  concerned  in  the  plantation  or 
trade  of  the  Colony,  that  fdme  fhips  which 
were  preparing  to  fail  were  ftopped  ;  but 
the  King  ordered  them  to  proceed  ;  declar- 
ing that  the  change  of  government  w^ould 
Injure  no  man's  property*  At  the  fame 
time  he  thought  it  proper  to  appoint  Com- 
miffioners  to  go  to  Virginia,  and  inquire  in- 
to the  ftate  of  the  Colony.  Thefe  were  Sir 
John  Harvey,  afterw^ard  Governor,  John  Po-» 
ry,  who  had  been  Secretary,  Abraham  Percy, 
Samuel  Matthews. and  John  JefFetfon.*  The 
fubje^ts  of  their  inquiry  were  "  How  many 
plantations  there  be  ;  which  of  them  be  pub- 
lic and  which  private ;  what  people,  men 
women  and  children,  there  be  in  each  planta- 
tion; what  fortifications,  or  what  place  is 
beft  to  be  fortified ;  what  houfes  and  how 
many ;  what  cattle,  arms,  ammunition  and 
ordnance  ;  what  boats  and  barges  ;  what 
bridges  and  public  works  ;  how  the  Colony 
ftandeth  in  refpedb  of  the  favages  ;  what 
hopes  may  be  truly  conceived  of  the  planta- 
M  tion 

*  Chalmers,  77- 
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lion  and  the  means  to  attain  thefe  hopes." 
The  Governor  and  Council  of  Virginia 
were  ordered  to  afford  their  beft  affiftance 
to  the  Commiflioners  ;  but  ho  copy  of  their 
ihflrudlions  was  deHvered  to  them. 

After  the  departure  of  the  Commiffioners, 
a  writ  of  ^0  Warranio  was  iffued  by  the 
Court  of  King's  Bench  againft  the  Company 
(November  i6,  1623)  and  upon  the  repre- 
fentation  of  the  Attorney-General  that  no  de- 
fence could  be  made  by  the  Company  with- 
out their  books  and  their  Deputy-Treafurer, 
the  latter  w^as  liberated  and  the  former  were 
reftored.  The  re-delivery  of  them  to  the 
Privy  Council  was  protraded,  till  the  Clerks 
of  the  Company  had  taken  copies  of  them.* 

In  the  beginning  of  1624  the  Commit 
Tioners  arrived  in  Virginia,  and  a  Genera! 
Affembly  was  called,  not  at  their  requeft; 
for  they  kept  all  their  defigns  as  fecret  as  pof- 
fible.  But  notwithftanding  all  the  precau- 
tions 

*  Thefe  copies  were  depofited  in  the  hands  of  the  Earl 
of  Southampton  ;  and  after  his  death,  which  happened  in 
1624,  defcended  to  his  fon.  After  his  death  in  1667,  they 
were  purchafed  of  his  Executors  for  fixty  guineas,  by  Col. 
Byrd,  of  Virginia,  then  in  England.  From  thefe  copies, 
and  from  the  Records  of  the  Colony,  Mr.  Stith  compiled 
his  Hiftory  of  .Virginia ;  which  extends  no  further  than 
the  year  1 624.  Preface,  p.  vi. 
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tions  which  had  been  taken,  to  prevent  the 
Colony  from  getting  any  knowledge  of  the 
proceedings  in  England,  they  were  by  this 
time,  well  informed  of  the  whole,  and  had 
copies  of  feveral  papers  which  had  been  ex^ 
hibited  againft  them. 

The  Affembly,  which  met  on  the  1 4th  of 
February,*  drew  up  anfwers  to  w^hat  had 
been  alleged,  in  a  fpirited  and  mafterly  ftyle  ; 
and  appointed  John  Pprentis,  one  of  the 
Council,  to  go  to  England  as  their  agent,  to 
folicit  the  caufe  of  the  Colony,  This  gen- 
tleman unhappily  died  on  his  paflage  ;  but 
their  petition  to  the  King  and  their  addrefs 
to  the  Privy  Council  were  delivered,  in  which 
they  requefted  that  in  cafe  of  a  change  of  the 
Government  they  rnight  not  again  fall  into 
the  power  of  Sir  Thomas  Smith,  or  his 
confidents ;  that  the  Governors  fent  over 
to  them  might  not  have  abfolute  authority, 
but  be  reftrained  to  adt  by  advice  of  Coun.- 
cil ;  and  above  all,  that  they  might  "  hav^ 
the  liberty  of  General  Affemblles,  than 
which  nothing  could  more  conduce  to  the 
public  fatisfadion  and  utility."  They  com- 
plained that  the  fhort  continuance  of  their 

Governor3 

^  Stith,  305. 
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Governors  had  been  very  disadvantageous^ 
*'  The  firft  year  they  were  raw  and  inexpe- 
rienced, and  generally  in  ill  health,  through 
a  change  of  climate.  The  fecond,  they  be- 
gan to  underftand  fomething  of  the  affairs 
of  the  Colony ;  and  the  third^  they  were 
preparing  to  return." 

To  the  honour  of  Governor  Wyat,  it  is  ob- 
ferved,  that  he  w^as  very  adtive,  and  joined 
moft  cordially  in  preparing  thefe  petitions  )* 
and  was  very  far  from  defiring  abfolute  and 
inordinate  power,  either  in  himfelf  or  in  fu- 
ture Governors. 

The  Aflembly  was  very  unanimous  in  their 
proceedings,  and  intended,  like  the  Commif- 
fioners,  to  keep  them  fecret.  But  Pory,  who 
had  long  been  verfed  in  the  arts  of  corrupt 
tion,  found  means  to  obtain  copies  of  all  their 
acls.  Edward  Sharpies,  Clerk  of  the  Coun- 
cil, was  afterward  convifted  of  bribery  and 
breach  of  truft  ;  for  which  he  was  fentenced 
to  the  pillory,  and  loft  one  of  his  ears. 

The  Commiffioners,  finding  that  things 
were  going  in  the  Aflembly  contrary  to  their 
wishes,  refolved  to  open  fome  of  their  pow- 
ers with  a  view  to  intimidate  them  ;  and  then 

endeavoured 

*  stith,  sisJWj§ 
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.  endeavoured  to  draw  them  into  an  explicit 
• '  fubmiffion  to  the  revocation  of  their  Charter : 
But  the  Aflembly  had  the  wifdom  and  firm- 
nefs  to  evade  the  propofal,  by  requefting  to 
fee  the  whole  extent  of  their  commiffion. 
This  being  denied,  they  anfwered,  that  when 
the  furrender  of  their  Charter  fhould  be  de* 
manded  by  authority,  it  would  be  time 
enough  to  make  a  reply. 

The  laws  ena£ted  by  this  Aflembly  are  the 
pldeft  which  are  to  be  found  in  the  records 
of  the  Colony.  They  contain  many  wife 
and  good  provifions.*  One  of  them  is  equiv- 
alent to  a  Bill  of  Rights^  defining  the  powers 
of  the  Governor,  Council,  and  Aflembly ; 
and  the  privileges  of  the  people,  with  regard 
to  taxes,  burdens  and  perfonal  fervices.f 
The  twenty-fecond  of  March,  the  day  of  the 

maflacre, 

*  Stith,  319 — 322. 
f  At  this  time  women  were  fcarce  and  much  In  requeft, 
and  it  was  common  for  a  woman  to  conne(5t  herfelf  with 
more  than  one  man  at  a  time  ;  by  which  means  great  un- 
eafmefs  arofe  between  private  perfons,  and  much  trouble 
to  the  Government.  It  was  therefore  ordered  "  That  ev- 
ery minifter  fhould  give  notice  in  his  church,  that  what 
man  or  woman  foever,  fhould  ufe  any  word  or  fpeech, 
tending  to  a  contradl  of  marriage  to  two  feveral  perfons  at 
pne  time,  although  not  precife  and  legal,  fhould  either  un- 
dergo corporal  punifliment,  or  pay  a  fine,  according  to  the 
ijuality  of  the  offender."         Stith,  322. 
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Tnaflaci'e,  was  ordered  to  be  folemnizcd  as  a 
day  of  devotion. 

Whilft  thefe  things  were  doing  in  the  Col- 
ony, its  enemies  in  England  were  endeavour^ 
ing,  by  means  of  fome  perfons  v^ho  had  re^ 
turned  from  Virginia,  to  injure  the  charad:er 
of  the  Governor  ;  but  he  was  fufficiently 
%andicated,  by  the  teftimony  of  other  perfons, 
Vv'ho  afierted,  on  their  own  knowledge,  the 
upriglitnefs  of  his  proceedings,  and  declared 
upon  their  honour  and  confcience,  that  they 
eftecmed  him  juft  and  fmcere,  free  from  all 
corruption  and  private  views.  As  he  had 
requefted  leave  to  quit  the  Government  at 
the  expiration  of  his  Commiffion,  the  Com-p 
pany  took  up  the  matter ;  and  when  Sir 
Samuel  Argal  was  nominated  as  a  candidate 
in  competition  with  him,  there  appeared  but 
eight  votes  in  his  favour,  and  fixty-nine  for 
the  continuance  of  Wyat. 

The  Parliament  affembled  in  February, 
1624,  and  the  Company  finding  themfelves 
too  vreak  to  refift  the  encroachments  of  a 
Prince,  who  had  engroffed  almoft  the  whole 
power  of  the  State,  applied  to  the  Houfe  of 
Commons  for  prote6tion.  The  King  was 
highly  offended  at  this  attempt,  and  fent  a 

prohibitory 
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prohibitory  letter  to  the  Speaker,  which  v/as 
no  fooner  read,  than  the  Company's  petition 
was  ordered  to  be  withdrawn. 

However  fmgular  this  interference  on  the 
one  hand,  and  compliance  on  the  other  may 
now  appear,  it  was  ufual  at  that  time  for  the 
King  to  impofe  his  mandates,  and  for  the 
Commons,*  who  knew  not  the  extent  of 
their  own  rights,  to  obey  ;  though  not  with- 
out the  animadverfions  of  the  moft  intelli- 
gent and  zealous  members.  The  royal  pre- 
rogative was  held  inviolably  facred,  till  the 
indifcretions  of  a  fubfequent  reign  reduced  it 
to  an  object  of  contempt.  In  this  inftance, 
the  Commons,  however  pafEve  in  their  fub- 
miffion  to  the  Crown,  yet  fhewed  their  re- 
gard to  the  intereft  of  the  complainants  as 
well  as  of  the  nation,  by  petitioning  the  King 
that  no  tobacco  fhould  be  imported,  but  of 
the  growth  of  the  Colonies,  f  To  this  James 
confented,  and  a  Proclamation  was  iflued 
accordingly. 

The  Commiffioners,  on  their  return  from 

Virginia,  reported  to  the  King,f  "  that  the 

people  fent  to   inhabit  there  were   moft  of 

them,  by  ficknefs,  famine  and  maffacres  of  the 

favages, 
*  Chalmers,  66.  f  Hazard;  I.  198. 

X  Hazard  I.  190. 
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favages,  dead ;  that  thofe  who  were  livuig 
were  iri  neceffity  and  want,  and  in  continual 
danger  from  the  favages  ;  but  that  the  coun« 
try  itfelf  appeared  to  be  fruitful,  and  to  thofe 
who  had  refided  there  fome  time,  healthy ; 
that  if  induftry  were  ufed,  it  would  produce 
divers  ftaple  commodities,  though  for  fixteen 
years  paft,  it  had  yielded  few  or  none ;  that 
this  npgledt  muft  fall  on  the  Governors  and 
Company,  who  had  power  to  diredl:  the  plan- 
tations ;  that  the  faid  plantations  were  of 
great  importance,  and  would  remain  a  lafting 
monument  to  pofterity  of  his  Majefty's  moft 
gracious  and  happy  government,  if  the  fame 
were  profecuted  to  thofe  ends  for  which  they 
were  lirft  undertaken  ;  that  if  the  provifions 
and  inftruftions  of  the  firfl:  Charter  ( 1 606) 
had  been  purfued,  much  better  effecSt  had 
been  produced  than  by  the  alteration  thereof 
into  fo  popular  a  courfe,  and  among  fo  many 
hands  as  it  then  was,  which  caufed  much 
confufion  and  contention." 

On  this  report,  the  King,  by  a  proclama- 
tion, (July  15)  fuppreffed  the  meetings  of  the 
Company ;  and,  till  a  more  perfect  fettlement 
could  be  made,  ordered  a  Committee  of  the 
Privy  Council  to  fit  every  Thurfday,  at  the 

houfe 


W    Y    A    T*  97 

houfe  of  Sir  Thomas  Smith  for  conducing 
the  affairs  of  the  Colony.*  Soon  after,  viz. 
in  Trinity  term,  the  ^co  Warranto  was 
brought  to  trial,  in  the  Court  of  King's 
Bench ;  judgment  was  given  againft  the  Com- 
pany, and  the  Charter  was  vacated. 

This  was  the  end  of  the  Virginia  Compa- 
tiy,  one  of  the  moll  public  fpirited  focieties 
which  had  ever  been  engaged  in  fuch  an  un- 
dertaking, f  Mr.  Stith,  who  had  fearched 
all  their  records  and  papers,  concludes  his 
hiftory  by  obferving  that  they  were  "gen- 
tlemen of  very  noble,  clear,  and  difmterefted 
views,  willing  to  fpend  much  of  their  time 
and  money,  and  did  ad:ually  expend  more 
than  ^loOjOOO  of  their  own  fortunes,  with- 
out any  profpedl  of  prefent  gain  or  retribu- 
tion, in  advancing  an  enterprize  which  they 
conceived  to  be  of  very  great  confequence 
to  their  country." 

No  fooner  was  the  Company  diffolved, 
than  James  iffued  a  new  Commiffion  (Auguft 
a  6)  for  the  government  of  the  Colony,  In 
it,  the  hiftory  of  the  plantation  was  briefly 
jrecited.  Sir  Francis  Wyat  was  continued 
Governor,  with  eleven  Affiftants  or  Counfel- 

N  lors, 

*  Stith,  329/  -f  Ibid,  p.  330. 
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lors,  Francis  Weft,  Sir  George  Yeardley^ 
George  Sandys,  Roger  Smith,  Ralph  Ham- 
or,  who  had  been  of  the  former  Council,* 
with  the  addition  of  John  Martin,  John  Har- 
vey, Samuel  Matthews,  Abraham  Percy, 
Ifaac  Madifon,  and  William  Clayborne.  The 
Governor  and  Council  were  appointed  dur- 
ing the  King's  pleafure,  with  authority  to 
rule  the  Colony,  and  punifh  offenders,  as  fully 
as  any  Governor  and  Council  might  have 
done.  No  Affembly  was  mentioned  or  al- 
lowed, becaufe  the  King  fuppofed,  agreeable 
to  the  report  of  the  Commiffioners,  that  "  fo 
popular  a  courfe"  was  one  caufe  of  the  late 
calamities  ;  and  he  hated  the  exiftence  of 
fuch  a  body  within  any  part  of  his  domin- 
ions, efpecialiy  when  they  were  difpofed  to 
inquire  into  their  own  rights,  and  redrefs  the 
grievances  of  the  people. 

After  the  death  of  James,  which  happened 
on  the  27th  of  March,  1625,  his  fon  and  fuc- 
ceffor,  Charles,  iffued  a  proclamation,f  ex- 
preffmg  his  refolution,  that  the  Colony  and 
Government  of  Virginia  fhould  depend  im- 
mediately on  himfelf,  without  the  interven- 
tion of  any  commercial  company.     He  alfo 

followed 

*  Hazard,  I.  189.  t  Ibid,  I.  203. 


'^ 


W    Y    A    T.  99 

followed  the  example  of  his  father,  in  making 
no  mention  of  a  Reprefentative  Aflembly,  in 
any  of  his  fubfequent  commiffions. 

Governor  Wyat,  on  the  death  of  his  fa- 
ther, Sir  George  Wyat,*  having  returned  to 
Ireland,  the  government  of  Virginia  fell 
again  into  the  hands  of  Sir  George  Yeard- 
ley.  But,  his  death  happening  Vv^ithin  the 
year  1626,  he  was  fucceeded  by  Sir  John 
Harvey. 


Hazard,  I.  251,  236. 
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XX.    BARTHOLOMEW  GOSNOLD  * 
MARTIN  PRING. 
BARTHOLOMEW  GILBERT. 
GEORGE  WEYMOUTH. 

X  HE  voyages  made  to  America,  by 
thefe  navigators,  in  the  beginning  of  the  fev- 
enteenth  century,  may  be  confidered  as  the 
leading  fteps  to  the  colonization  of  New- 
England.  Excepting  the  fifhery  at  New- 
foundland, the  Europeans  were  at  that  time 
in  a£tual  poffeffion  of  no  part  of  North- 
America  ;  though  the  Englifh  claimed  a  right 
to  the  whole,  by  virtue  of  prior  difcovery. 
The  attempts  which  Raleigh  had  made,  to 
colonize  the  fouthern  part  of  the  territory, 
called  Virginia,  had  failed ;  but  he  and  his 
affociates  enjoyed  an  exclufive  patent  from 
the  Crown  of  England,  for  the  whole  coaft  ; 

and 

*  The  account  of  Gofnold's  voyage  and  difcovery,  in 
the  firft  volume  of  this  work,  is  fo  erroneous,  from  the 
mlfmformatlon  which  I  had  received,  that  I  thought  it 
bed  to  wnrlte  the  whole  of  it  anew.  The  former  miftakes 
are  here  corresfled,  partly  from  the  beil  information  which 
I  could  obtain,  after  the  moft  affiduous  inquiry  ;  but  prin- 
cipally from  my  oivn  ohfervations,  on  the  fpot  ;  compared 
with  the  journal  of  the  voyage  rnore  critically  examined 
than  before,  . 
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and  thefe  adventurers  obtained  a  licenfe,  un- 
der this  authority,  to  make  their  voyages  and 
fettlements. 

Bartholomew  Gosnold  was  an  ac- 
tive, intrepid,  and  experienced  mariner,  in 
the  weft  of  England.*  He  had  failed  in  one 
of  the  fhips  employed  by  Raleigh,  to  Vir- 
ginia ;  and  was  convinced  that  there  muft 
be  a  ihorter  and  fafer  way,  acrofs  the  At- 
lantic, than  the  ufual  route,  by  the  Canaries 
and  the  Weft-India  Iflands.  At  whofe  ex- 
penfe  he  undertook  his  voyage  to  the  north- 
ern part  of  Virginia,  does  not  appear ;  but 
that  it  was  with  the  approbation  of  Sir  Wal- 
ter Raleigh  and  his  aflbciates,  is  evident  from 
an  account  of  the  voyage  which  was  prefent- 
ed  to  him.f 

On  the  26th  of  March,  1602,  Gofnold 
failed  from  Falmouth,  J  in  a  fmall  bark,  the 
tonnage  of  which  is  not  mentioned,  carrying 
thirty-two  perfons,  of  whom  eight  were 
mariners.  §     The  defign  of  the  voyage  was 

to 

*  Stith,  35,  48.     Oldmlxon,  I.  218. 
t  Purchas,  v.  1651.  J  Ibid,  1647. 

§  The  names  of  the  perfons  who  went  In  this  voyage,  as 
far  as  I  can  coUedl  them,  are  as  follows : 

Bartholomew 
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to  find  a  direct  and  fhort  courfe  to  Virginia ; 
and,  upon  the  difcovery  of  a  proper  feat  for 
a  plantation,  twelve  of  the  company  were  to 
return  to  England,  and  twenty  to  remain  in 
America  ;  till  further  afliftance  and  fupplies 
could  be  fent  to  them. 

The  former  part  of  this  defign  was  accom- 
pliihed,  as  far  as  the  winds  and  other  circum- 
ftances  would  permit.  They  went  no  far- 
ther fouthward,  than  the  37th  degree  of  lati- 
tude, within  fight  of  St.  Mary,  one  of  the 
Weftern  Iflands.  In  the  43d  degree  they 
approached  the  continent  of  America,  which 
they  firft  difcovered  on  the  14th  of  May, 
after  a  paffage  of  feven  weeks,*     The  weak- 

nefs 

Bartholomew  Gofnold,  commander. 

Bartholomew  Gilbert,  fecond  officer. 

John  Angel. 

Robert  Salterne.     He  went  again  the  next  year  with 
Pring.     He  was  afterward  a  Clergyman. 

William  Streete. 

Gabriel  Archer,  gentleman  and  jouinalift.  He  af- 
terward went  to  Virginia.  Archer^s  Hope,  near 
Williamfburg,  is  named  from  him. 

James  Rofier.     He  wrote  an  account  of  the  voyage, 
and  prefented  it  to  Sir  Walter  Raleigh. 

John  Brierton,  or  Brereton. 

. Tucker,  from  whom  the  fhoal  called  Tucker's 

Terror  is  named, 

*  Smith,  16. 
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nefs  of  their  bark,  and  their  ignorance  of  the 
route,  made  them  carry  but  Uttle  fail ;  or 
they  might  have  arrived  fome  days  fooner. 
They  judged  that  they  had  fliorteped  the 
diftance  500  leagues. 

It  is  not  eafy  to  determine,  from  the  jour- 
nal, what  part  of  the  coaft  they  firft  faw.* 
Oldmixon  fays  it  was  the  north  fide  of  Maf- 
fachufetts  Bay.  The  defcription  in  the  jour- 
nal does,  in  fome  refpedls,  agree  with  the 
coaft,  extending  from  Cape-Ann  to  Marble- 
head,  or  to  the  rocky  point  of  Nahant. 

From  a  rock,  which  they  called  Savage 
Rocky  a  fhallop  of  European  fabric  came  off 
to  them  ;  in  w^hich  were  eight  favages  ;  two 
or  three  of  whom  were  dreffed  in  European 
habits.  From  thefe  circumftances,  they  con- 
cluded that  fome  fifhing  vefTel  of  Bifcay  had 
been  there,  and  that  the  crew  were  deftroy- 
ed  by  the  natives.  Thefe  people,  by  figns, 
invited  them  to  ftay,  but  "  the  harbour  be- 
ing naught,  and  doubting  the  weather,"  they 
did  not  think  proper  to  accept  the  invitation* 

In  the  night  they  ftood  to  the  fouthward, 
and  the  next  morning,  found  themfelves 
"  embayed  with  a  mighty  headland,"  which 

at 
♦  Hlft.  Amer.  I.  218. 
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at  firft  appeared  "  like  an  ifland,  by  reafoft 
of  a  large  found,  which  lay  between  it  and 
the  main."  Within  a  league  of  this  land, 
they  came  to  anchor  in  fifteen  fathoms,  and 
took  a  very  great  quantity  of  cod.  From 
this  circumftance,  the  land  was  named  Capc-^ 
Cod.  It  is  defcribed  as  a  low  iandy  fhorej 
but  without  danger,  and  lying  in  the  latitude 
of  42^.  Capt.  Gofnold  with  Mr.  Briertoa 
and  three  men,  went  to  it  and  found  the 
fhore  bold  and  the  fand  very  deep.  A 
young  Indian,  with  copper  pendants  in  his 
ears,  a  bow  in  his  hand,  and  arrows  at  his 
back,  came  to  them,  and  in  a  friendly  man^ 
ner  offered  his  fervice  ;  but,  as  they  were  in 
hafte  to  return  to  the  fhip,  they  had  little 
conference  with  him. 

On  the  1 6th,  they  failed  by  the  fhore 
foutherly  ;  and,  at  the  end  of  twelve  leagues, 
faw  a  point  of  land,  with  breakers  at  a  dif^ 
tance.  In  attempting  to  double  this  point, 
they  came  fuddenly  into  fhoal  water  ;  from 
which  they  extricated  themfelves  by  flanding 
off  to  fea.  This  point, they  named  Point 
Care^  and  the  breakers,  Tucker  s  Terror^  from 
the  perfon  who  firfl  difcovered  the  danger* 
In  the  night  they  bore  up  toward  the  land, 

and 
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and  came  to  anchor  in  eight  fathoms.  The 
next  day,  (17th)  feeing  many  breakers  about 
them,  and  the  weather  being  foul,  they  lay 
at  anchor. 

On  the  1 8th,  the  \Veather  being  clear,  they 
fent  their  boat  to  foiind  a  breach^  which  lay 
off  another  point,  to  which  they  gave  the 
name  of  Gilberts  Point,  The  fhip  remained 
at  anchor  the  whole  of  this  day  ;  add  fome 
of  the  natives  came  from  the  fhore  in  their 
canoes  to  vifit  them.  Thefe  people  were 
dreffed  in  ikins,  and  furnifhed  with  pipes 
and  tobacco  ;  one  of  them  had  a  breaft-plate 
of  copper.  They  appeared  more  timorous 
than  thofe  of  Savage  Roek,  but  were  very 
thievilh. 

When  the  people  in  the  boat  returned  from 
founding,  they  reported  a  depth  of  water 
from  four  to  feven  fathoms,  over  the  breach  ; 
which  the  fhip  paffed  the  next  day,  (19th) 
and  came  to  anchor  again  above  a  league  be- 
yond it.  Here  they  remained  two  days, 
furrounded  by  fcools  of  fifh  and  flocks  of 
aquatic  birds.  To  the  northward  of  v/efty 
they  faw  feveral  hummocks,  VN^hich  they 
imagined  were  diftindl;  iflands  ;  but  whenl 
they  failed  toward  them,  (on  the  21ft)  they 
O    .  found 
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fou«d  them  to  be  fmall  hills  within  the  land. 
They  diicovered  alfo  an  opening,  into  which 
they-  endeavoured  to  enter,  fuppofing  it  to  be 
the  fouthern  extremity  of  the  found  between 
Cape-Cod  and  the  main  land.  But  on  ex- 
amination, the  water  proving  very  fhoalj  they 
called  it  Shoal  tiope^  and  proceeded  to  the 
weftward.  The  coaft  was  full  of  people, 
who  ran  along  the  fhore,  accompanying  the 
fhip  as  fhe  failed  ;  and  many  fmokes  appear- 
ed within  the  land. 

In  coafting  along  to  the  weftward,  they 
difcoyered  an  ifland,  on  which  the  next  day 
(2 2d)  they  landed.  The  defcription  of  it  in 
the  Journal  is  this  :  "  A  difmhabited  ifland  ; 
fern  Shoal  Hope  it  is  eight  leagues  ;  ia  cir- 
cuit it  is  .6v#  miles,  and  hath  forty-one  de- 
grees  and  one  quarter  of  latitude.  The 
place  moft  pleafant ;  for  we  found  it  full  of 
wood,  vines^  goofeberry  buihes,  hurt-^berries, 
rafpices,  eglantine  [fweet-briar,]  &c.  Here 
we  had  cranes,  herns,  fhoulers,  geefe,  and  di- 
vers  other  birds  ;  which  there,  at  that  time, 
upon  the  cliffs,  being  fandy  with  fome  rocky 
ftones,  did  breed  and  had  young.  In  this 
place  v/e  faw  deer*  Here  we  rode  in  eight 
fathoms,  near  the  ihore  ;  where  we  took  great 

ftore 
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ftore  of  cod,  as  before  at  Cape-Cod,  but  much 
better.  This  ifland  is  found,  and  hath  no 
danger  about  it."  They  gave  it  the  name 
of  Martha  s  Vineyard^  from  the  great  num- 
ber of  vines  which  they  found  on  it. 

From  this  ifland,  they  pafled  (on  the  24th) 
round  a  very  high  and  diftinguifhed  pro- 
montory, to  which  they  gave  the  na;ne  of 
Dover  Cliff;  ar)d  came  to  anchor  "in  O-  fair 
found,  where  they  rode  all  night." 

Between  them  and  the  main,  which  was 
th<sn  in  %ht,  lay  *'  a  ledge  of  recks,  extend- 
ing a  mile  into  the  fea,  but  all  above  water^ 
and  without  danger/'  They  went  round 
the  weftern  extremity  of  this  ledge,  an(| 
"  came  to  anchor  in  eight  fathoms,  a  quar- 
ter of  a  inile  from  the  Ihpre,  in  one  of  the 
ftatelieft  founds,  that  ever  they  had  feen.'' 
This  they  called  GofnoWs  Hope,  The  north 
fide  of  it  was  the  main  land  ftretching  eaft 
and  weft,  diftant  four  leagues  froin  the  ifl- 
and, where  they  came  to  anchor,  to  which 
they  gave  the  name  of  Eli%aheth^  in  honour 
of  their  Queen, 

On  the  28th  of  May,  they  held  a  coun- 
cil, refpefting  the  place  of  their  abode,  which 
they  determined  to  be  *^  in  the  weft  part  qf 

EUzabeth 
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Elizabeth  Ifland,  the  north-eaft  part,  running 
out  of  their  ken."  The  ifland  is  thus  de-r 
fcribed.  "  In  the  weftern  fide,  it  admitteth 
fome  creeks  or  fandy  coves,  fo  girded,  as  the 
water  in  fome  places  meeteth ;  to  which  the 
Indians  from  the  main,  do  often  refort  for 
filhing  crabs,  There  is  eight  fathom  very 
near  the  ihore,  and  the  latitude  is  41^  lo',^ 
The  breadth  of  the  ifland  froin  found  t^ 
found,  in  the  weftern  part,  is  not  paflTmg  a 
mile,  at  moft ;  altogether  unpeopled  and  dif- 
inhabited. 

"  It  is  overgrown  with  wood  and  rubbifli* 
The  woods  are  oak,  afli,  beech  walnut, 
witch-hafel,  faflafrage  and  cedars,  with  divers 
others  of  unknown  names.  The  rubbifli  is 
wild-peas,  young  faiTafrage,  cherry  trees, 
vlnes^  eglantine  (or  fweet-briar,)  goofeberry 
buflies,  hawthorn,  honeyllickles,  with  others 
of  the  like  quality.  The  herbs  and  roots  are 
ftrawberries,  rafps,  groundT-nuts,  alexander, 
furrin,  tanfy,  &c.  without  count.  Touching 
the  fertility  of  the  foil,  by  our  own  experi- 
ence, we  found  it  to  be  excellent ;  for,  fow- 

ing 

*  In  Gofnold's  letter  to  his  father,  the  latitude  is  faid 
to  be  41'*  2p',  which  is  nearer  the  truth.  It  i§  laid  dowp 
in  Des  Barres's  Charts,  41°  24'. 
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jxig  fome  EngliiGk  pulfe,  it  fprouted  out  in  one 
fortnight  almoft  half  a  foot, 

"  In  this  ifland  is  a  pond  of  freih  watef^ 
in  circuit  two  miles  ;  on  one  fide  not  diftant 
from  the  fe^.  thirty  yards.  In  the  centre  of 
it,  is  a  rocky  ijlet^  containing  near  an  acre  of 
ground,  full  of  wood  and  rubbifh,  on  which 
we  began  our  fort  and  place  of  abode,  and 
made  a  punt  or  flat-bottomed  boat  to  pafe 
to  and  fro  over  the  frefh  water. 

"  On  the  north  fide^  near  adjoining  to 
Elizabeth,  is  an  iflet,  in  compafs  half  a  mile, 
full  of  cedars,  by  me  called  Hiirs  Hap ;  to 
the  northward  of  whicbj  in  the  middle  of 
an  opening  on  the  main,  appeared  another 
like  it,  whicli  I  called  Hap's  HilW  When 
Capt.  Gofnold  with  divers  of  the  Company 
"  went  in  the  fhallop  toward  Hill's  Hap  to 
view  it,  and  the  fandy  cove,"  they  found  a 
park  canoe,  which  the  Indians  hafl  quitted  for 
fear  of  them.  This  they  took  and  brought 
to  England,  It  is  not  faid  that  they  made 
any  acknov/ledgment  or  recompenfe  for  it. 

Before  I  proceed  in  the  account  of  GoA 
nold's  tranfadtions,  it  is  neceflary  to  make 
fome  remarks  on  the  preceding  detail,  which 
IS   either  abridged   or   extracted   from   the 

Journal, 
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Journal,  written  by  Gabriel  Archer.  This 
Journal  contains  fome  inaccuracies,  which 
may  be  correded  by  carefully  comparing  its 
feveral  parts,  and  by  actual  obfervations  of 
the  places  defcribed.  I  have  taken  much 
pains  to  obtain  information,  by  confulting  the 
beft  maps,  and  converfmg  or  correfpondiag 
with  pilots  and  other  perfons.  But,  for- my 
greater  fatisfadion,  I  have-^vifited  the  ifland 
on  which  Gofnold  built  his  houfe  and  fort, 
the  ruins  of  w^hich  are  llill  vifible,  though  at 
the  diftance  of  nearly  two  centuries. 

That  Gofnold's  Cape-Cod  is  the  promon- 
tory which  now  hears  that  name,  is  evident 
from  his  defcription.  The  point  which  he 
denominated  Care^  at  the  diHance  of  twelve 
leagues  fouthward  of  Cape-Cod,  agrees  very 
well  with  Malebarre,  or  Sandy  Point,  the 
fouth-eaftern  extremity  of  the  county  of 
Barnftable.  The  fhoai  water  and  breach, 
which  he  called  Tucker  s  Terror^  correfpond 
with  the  fhoal  and  breakers  commonly  called 
the  Pollock  Rip,  which  extends,  to  the  fouthp. 
eaft  of  this  remarkable  point. 

To  avoid  this  danger,  it  being  late  in  the 
day,  he  flood  fo  far  out  to  fea,  as  to  overflioot 
the  eaftern  entrance  of  what  is  now  called  th§ 

Vineyard 
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Vineyard  Sound*  The  land  which  he  made 
in  the  night,  was  a  white  clifF  on  the  eaftern 
coaft  of  Nantucket,  now  called  Sankoty  Head* 
The  breach  which  lay  off  Gilbeffs  Pointy  I 
take  to  be  the  Bafs  Rip  and  the  Pollock  Rip^ 
with  the  crofs  riplings  which  extend  from 
the  fotith-eaft  extremity  of  that  illand.  Over 
thefe  riplings  there  is  a  depth  of  water,  from 
four  to  feven  fathoms,  according  to  a  late 
map  of  Nantucket,  publifhed  by  Peleg  Coffin^ 
Efq.  and  others*  That  Gofnold  did  not  en- 
ter the  Vineyard  Sound,  but  overfhot  it  ia 
the  night,  is  demonftrated  by  comparing  his 
Journal  with  that  of  Martin  Pring,  the  next 
year  ;  a  pafTage  from  which  fhall  be  cited  iii 
its  proper  place. 

The  large  opening  which  he  faw,  but  did 
not  enter,  and  to  which  he  gave  the  name  of 
Shoal  Hope^  agrees  very  well  witli  the  open 
fliore,  to  the  weftward  of  the  little  ifland  of 
Mufkeget. 

The  ifland  which  he  called  Martha  s  Vine-^ 
yard^  now  bears  the  name  of  No-Man's  Land. 
This  is  clear,  from  his  account  of  its  fize, 
five  miles  in  circuit  ;  its  diftance  from  Shoal 
Hope^  eight  leagues,  and  from  Elizabeth  Ifland 
five  leagues  ;  the  fafety  of  approaching  it  on 

all 
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all  fides  ;  and  the  firiall,  but  excellent  co4 
which  are  always  taken  near  it  iri  the  fpting 
months.  The  only  material  objeftion  is,  that 
he  found  deer  upon  the  ifland  ;  but  this  is 
removed  by  comparing  his  account  with  the 
Jounial  of  Martin  Prirlg,  who,  the  next  year^ 
found  deer  in  abundance  on  the  large  ifland, 
now  called  The  Vineyard.  I  have  had 
credible  tefiimony,  that  deer  have  been  icQH 
fwimming  acrofs  the  Vineyard  Sound,  w^hen 
purfued  by  hunters.  This  ifland  was  a  fe- 
queftered  fpot,  where  thofe  deer  who  took 
refuge  ilpon  it,  would  probably  remain  un- 
difturbed,  and  multiply.* 

The  lofty  promontory,  to  which  he  gave 
the  name  of  Dover  Cliffy  is  Gay  Head  ;  an 
objedl:  too  fmgular  and  entertaining  to  pafs 
iinobferved,  and  far  fuperior  in  magnitude  to 
any  other  cliff  on  any  of  thefe  iflands.  The 
"  fair  found,''  into  which  he   entered  after 

doubling 

*  The  following  Information  was  given, to  me  by  Ben-'- 
jaihin  BafTett,  Ef ).  of  Cfiilmark. 

**  About  the  year  1720,  the  laft  <ker  was  feen  on  the 
Vineyard,  and  fhot  at.  The  horns  of  thefe  animals  have' 
been  ploughed  up,  feveral  times,  on  the  weft  end  of  the 
ifland.  If  one  deer  could  fwim  acrofs  the  Vineyaird  Sound, 
'.  why  not  more  ?  No-Man's  Land  Is  4  miles  from  the  Vine- 
yard, and  if  deer  could  crofs  the  Sound  7  miles,  why  not 
from  the  Vineyard  to  No-Man's  Land  ?" 
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doubling  this  cliffy  is  the  weftern  extremity  of 
the  Vineyard  Sound ;  and  his  anchoring  place 
was  probably  in  or  near  Menemfha  Bight. 

For  what  reafon,  and  at  what  time,  the 
name  of  Martha's  Vineyard  was  transferred 
from  the  fmall  ifland  fo  called  by  Gofnoldj, 
to  the  large  ifland  which  now  bears  it,  are 
queftions  which  remain  in  obfcurity.  That 
Gofnold  at  firft  took  the  fouthern  fide  of 
this  large  ifland  to  be  the  main,  is  evident* 
When  he  doubled  the  cliff  at  its  wefl:ern  end, 
he  knew  it  to  be  an  ifland  ;  but  gave  no 
name  to  any  part  of  it,  except  the  Cliff.* 

"The 

*  The  reader  will  give  to  the  following  coiije<flure  as 
much  weight  as  it  deferves. 

The  large  iiland  is  frequently  called  Martinis  Vine-  # 

yard,  efpecially  by  the  old  writers.  This  is  commonly 
fuppofed  to  be  a  miftake.  But  why  ?  Captain  Fringes 
Chriftian  narhe  was  Martin,  and  this  ifland  has  as  ?:ood  a 
right  to  the  appellation  of  Vineyard  as  the  other,  being 
equally  produ(5live  of  vines.  The  names  Martha  and 
Martin  are  eafily  confounded  ;  and  as  one  ifland  only  was 
fuppofed  to  be  defignated  by  Ths  Vineyard^  it  v/as  natural 
to  give  it  to  the  greater.  The  leffer  became  difregarded, 
and  being  not  inhabited  or  claimed  by  any,  it  v/as  fup- 
pofed to  belong  to  no  man,  and  was  called  No-Man's  Land. 

In  an  old  Dutch  map,  extant,  in  Ogilby's  Hiftory  of 
America,  p.  i68,  the  name  of  Marthae\s  Vyneard  is  giver* 
to  a  fmall  ifland,  lying  fouthward  of  Ehzahet  Eyl ;  and 
the  name  of  Tev:el  is  given  to  the  large  ifland,  which  I"; 
now  called  The  Vineyard.  The  fituation  of  the  fmail 
ifland  agrees  with  that  of  No-Man's  Land. 
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"  The  ledge  of  rocks  extending  a  mile  in- 
to the  fea/'  between  his  anchoring  ground 
and  the  main,  is  that  remarkable  ledge^  dif- 
tinguifhed  by  the  name  of  the  Sow  and  Pigs. 
The  "  ftately  found"  which  he  entered,  af- 
ter paffing  round  thefe  rocks,  is  the  mouth 
of  Buzzard's  Bay  5  and  the  Illand  Elizabeth^ 
is  the  wefternmoft  of  the  iflands  which  now 
go  by  the  name  of  Elizabeth's  Iflands.  Its 
Indian  name  is  Cuttyhunk,  a  contraction  of 
Poo-cut-oh-hunk-un-noh,  which  fignifies  a 
tiling  that  lies  out  of  the  water*  The  names 
of  the  others  are  Nafhawena,  Pafque,  Nau* 
fhon,  Nenimiflet,  and  Peniquefe,  befides  fome 
of  lefs  note. 

In  this  Ifland,  at  the  weft  end,  on  the  north 
fide,  is  a  pond  of  frefh  water,  three  quarters 
of  a  mile  in  length,  and  of  unequal  breadth  y 
but  if  meafured  in  all  its  fniuofities^  would 
amount  to  two  miles  in  circuit.  In  the  middle 
of  its  breadth,  near  the  weft  end,  is  a  "  rocky 
illet,  containing  near  an  acre  of  ground." 

To  this  fpot  I  went,  on  the  20th  day  of 
June,  1797,  in  company  with  feveral  gen- 
tlemen,'^ whofe  curiofity  and  obliging  kind- 

nefs 
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Captain  Tallman,     -> 
'**Mr.  John  Spooner,    J-  of  New-Bedford. 

Mr.  Allen,  a  pilot,    3 
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nefs  induced  them  to  accompany  me.  The 
protecting  hand  of  Nature  has  referred  this 
favourite  fpot  to  herfelf.  Its  fertility  and  its 
productions  are  exactly  the  fame  as  in  Gof- 
nold's  timxe,  excepting  the  wood,  of  which 
there  is  none.  Every  fpecies  of  what  he  calls 
''  rubbifli,"  with  ftrawberries,  peas,  tanfy,  and 
other  fruits  and  herbs,  appear  in  rich  abun- 
dance, unmolefted  by  any  animal  but  aquatic 
birds.  We  had  the  fupreme  fatisfadtion  to 
find  the  cellar  of  Gofnold's  ftore-houfe  ;  the 
ftones  of  which  were  evidently  taken  from 
the  neighbouring  beach  ;  the  rocks  of  the 
iflet  being  lefs  moveable,  and  lying  in  ledges. 
The  whole  ifland  of  Cuttyhunk  has  been 
for  many  years  ftripped  of  its  wood  ;  but  I 
was  informed  by  Mr.  Greenill,  an  old  refi- 
dent  farmer,  that  the  trees  which  formerly 
grew  on  it,  were  fuch  as  are  defcribed  in 
Gofnold's  Journal.  The  foil  is  a  very  fine 
garden  mould,  from  the  bottom  of  the  val- 
lies  to  the  top  of  the  hills,  and  affords  rich 
pafture. 

The  length  of  the  ifland  is  rather  more 
than  two  miles,  and  its  breadth  about  one 
mile.  The  beach  between  the  pond  and  the 
fea  is  twenty-feven  yards  wide.    It  is  fo  high 

and 
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and  firm  a  barrier,  that  the  fea  never  flows 
into  the  pond,  but  when  agitated  by  a  vio« 
lent  gale  from  the  north-weft.  The  pond  is 
deep  in  the  middle.  It  has  no  vifible  out- 
let. Its  fifh  are  perch,  eels  and  turtles ;  and 
it  is  frequented  by  aquatic  birds,  both  wild 
;and  domeftic. 

On  the  north  fide  of  the  illand,  connefted 
with  it  by  a  beach,  is  an  elevation,  the  In- 
dian name  of  which  is  Copicut.  Either  this 
hill,  or  the  little  ifland  of  Peniquefe,  which 
lies  a  mile  to  the  northward,  is  the  place 
which  Gofnold  called  Hiirs  Hap,  Between 
Copicut  and  Cuttyhunk  is  a  circular  fandy 
cove,  with  a  narrow  entrance.  Hafs  Hill^ 
on  the  oppofite  fhore  of  the  main,  diftant 
four  leagues,  is  a  round  elevation,  on  a  point 
of  land,  near  the  Dumplin  Rocks,  between 
the  rivers  of  Apooneganfet  and  Pafcamanfet, 
in  the  townfhip  of  Partmouth. 

From  the  fouth  fide  of  Cuttyhunk,  the 
promontory  of  Gay  Head,  which  Gofnold 
called  Dover  ClifF,  and  the  ifland  which  he 
named  Martha's  Vineyard,  lie  in  full  view, 
and  appear  to  great  advantage.  No  other 
objects,  In  that  region,  bear  any  refemblance 
to  tlierri,  or  to  the  dcfcription  given  of  them  ; 

nor 
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nor  is  there  a  ledge  of  rocks  projeO:ing  from 
any  other  ifland  a  mile  into  the  fea. 

Whilft  Gabriel  Archer,  and  a  party,  gen^ 
erally  confifting  of  ten,  laboured  in  clearing 
^he  "  rocky  iflet"  of  wood,  and  building  a 
ftore-houfe  and  fort,  Captain  Gofnold  and 
the  reft  of  the  company  were  employed 
either  in  making  difcoveries,  or  fiiliing,  or 
colle£ting  faffafras.  On  the  31ft  of  May, 
he  went  to  the  main  land,  on  the  fliore  of 
which  he  was  met  by  a  company  of  the 
natives,  "  men,  women,  and  children,  who, 
with  all  courteous  kindnefs,  entertained  him, 
giving  him  fkiris  of  wild  beafts,  tobacco^ 
turtles,  hemp,  artificial  ftrings  coloured, 
[wampum,]  and  fuch  like  things  as  they  had 
about  them."  The  ftatcly  groves,  flowery 
meadows,  and  running  brooks,  afforded  de- 
lightful entertainment  to  the  adventurers. 
The  principal  difcovery  which  they  made, 
was  of  two  good  harbours  ;  one  of  which  I 
take  to  be  Apooneganfet,  and  the  other  Paf- 
camanfet,  between  which  lies  the  round  hill, 
which  they  called  Hafs  HilL  They  ob- 
ferved  the  coaft  to  extend  five  leagues  fur^ 
ther  to  the  fouth-weft,  as  it  does,  to  Secon- 
pet  Point.     As  they  fpent  but  one  day  in 

this 
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this  excurfion,  they  did  not  fully  explore 
the  main,  though  from  what  they  obferved, 
the  land  being  broken,  and  the  fhore  rocky, 
they  were  convinced  of  the  exiftence  of 
other  harbours  on  that  coaft. 

On  the  5th  of  June,  an  Indian  chief  and 
fifty  men,  armed  with  bows  and  arrows, 
landed  on  the  ifland.  Archer  and  his  men 
left  their  work,  and  met  them  on  the  beach. 
After  mutual  falutations,  they  fat  down,  and 
began  a  traffic,  exchanging  fuch  things  as 
they  had,  to  mutual  fatisfadtion.  The  fhip 
then  lay  at  anchor,  a  league  off.  Gofnold 
feeing  the  Indians  approach  the  ifland,  came 
on  ihore  with  twelve  men,  and  was  received 
by  Archer's  party,  with  military  ceremony, 
as  their  Commander.  The  Captain  gave 
the  Chief  a  flraw  hat  and  two  knives.  The 
former  he  little  regarded ;  the  latter  he  re-» 
ceived  with  great  admiration. 

In  a  fubfequent  vifit,  they  became  better 
acquainted,  and  had  a  larger  trade  for  furs. 
At  dinner,  they  entertained  the  favages  with 
fifh  and  muftard,  and  gave  them  beer  to 
drink.  The  eifedb  of  the  muftard  on  tie 
nofes  of  the  Indians  afforded  them  much  di- 
verfion.     One  of  them  flole  a  target,  and 

conveyed 
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eonveyed  it  on  board  his  canoe  ;  when  it 
Avas  demanded  of  the  Chief,  it  was  imme- 
diately reftored.  No  demand  was  made  of 
the  birch  canoe,  which  Gofnold  had  a  few 
days  before  taken  from  the  Indians.  When 
the  Chief  and  his  retinue  took  their  leavc^ 
four  dr  five  of  the  Indians  ftaid  and  helped 
the  adventurers  to  dig  the  roots  of  faflafras, 
with  which,  as  well  as  furs  and  other  pro- 
ductions of  the  countr)^,  the  fhip  was  loaded 
for  her  homeward  voyage*  Having  per- 
formed this  fervice,  the  Indians  were  invited 
on  board  the  ihip,  but  they  declined  the  in- 
vitation, and  returned  to  the  main.  This 
iiland  had  no  fixed  inhabitants ;  the  natives 
of  the  oppofite  fhore  frequently  vifited  it, 
for  the  purpofe  of  gathering  fiiell-fiih,  with 
which  its  creeks  and  coves  abounded. 

All  thefe  Indians  had  ornaments  of  cop-^ 
per.  When  the  adventurers  alked  them,  by 
figns,  whence  they  obtained  this  metal,  one 
of  them  made  anfwer,  by  digging  a  hole  in 
the  ground,  and  pointing  to  the  main  ;  from 
which  eircumftance  it  was  underflood  that 
the  adjacent  country  contained  mines  of  cop- 
per. In  the  courfe  of  almoft  two  centuries, 
no  copper  has  been  there  difcovered ;  though 

iron, 
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iron,  a  much  more  ufeful  metal,  wholly  uh- 
known  to  the  natives,  is  found  in  great  plen-* 
ty.      The  quejftion,  whence  did  they  obtain 
copper  ?  is  yet  without  an  anfwer. 

Three  weeks  were  fpent  in  clearing  the 
iflet,  digging  and  ftoning  a  Cellar,  building  a 
houfe,  fortifying  it  with  pallifades,  and  cov- 
ering it  VNrith  fedge,  which  then  grew  in  great 
plenty  on  the  fides  of  the  pond^  During 
this  time,  a  furvey  was  made  of  their  provi- 
fions.  After  referving  enough  to  vi£tual 
twelve  men^  who  were  to  gd  home  in  the 
bark,  no  more  could  be  left  with  the  remain- 
ing twenty  than  would  fufEce  them  for  fix 
weeks  ;  and  the  Ihip  could  not  return  till 
rfie  end  of  the  next  autumn.  This  was  a 
very  difcouraging  circumftance* 

A  jealoufy  alfo  arofe  refpe£ting  the  profits 
of  the  fhip's  lading  ;  thofe  who  ftaid  behind 
claiming  a  fliare,  as  well  as  thofe  who  fhould 
return  to  England.  Whilft  thefe  fubjeds 
were  in  debate,  a  fingle  Indian  came  on 
board,  from  whofe  apparently  grave  and  fo- 
ber  deportment  they  fufpefted  him  to  have 
been  fent  as  a  fpy.  In  a  few  days  after,  the 
ihip  went  to  Hill's  Hap,  out  of  fight  of  the 
fort,  to  take  in  a  load  of  cedar,  and  was  there 

detained 
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detained  fo  much  longer  than  they  expe^ted^ 
that  the  party  at  the  fort  had  expended  their 
provifion.  Four  of  them  went  in  fearch  of 
fhell-fifh,  and  divided  themfelves,  two  and 
two,  going  different  ways.  One  of  thefe 
fmall  parties  was  fuddenly  attacked  by  four 
Indians  in  a  canoe,  v/ho  wounded  one  of 
them  in  the  arm  with  an  arrow.  His  com- 
panion feized  the  canoe,  and  ctit  their  bow- 
ftrings,  on  which  they  fied.  It  being  late  in 
the  day,  and  the  weather  ftormy,  this  couple 
were  obUged  to  pafs  the  night  in  the  woods, 
and  did  not  reach  the  fort  till  the  next  day. 
The  whole  party  fubfifted  da  Ihell-fiih, 
ground-nuts,  and  herbs,  till  the  fhip  cam« 
and  took  them  On  board.  A  new  confuka- 
tion  was  then  holden*  Thdfe  who  had  been 
moft  refolute  to  remain,  were  difcouraged  ; 
and  the  unanimous  voice  v/as  in  favour  of 
returning  to  England. 

On  the  17th  of  June,  they  doubled  the 
rocky  ledge  of  Elizabeth,  paffed  by  Dover 
Cliff,  failed  to  the  ifland  which  they  had 
called  Martha's  Vineyard,  and  employed 
themfelves  in  taking  young  geefe,  cranes,  and 
herns.  The  next  day  they  fet  fail  for  En- 
gland ;  and,  after  a  pleafant  paffage  of  five 
weeks,  arrived  at  Exmouth^  in  Devonfhire. 
Q^  Thus 
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Thus  failed  the  firft  attempt  to  plant  a 
Colony  in  North  Virginia  ;  the  caufes  of 
which  are  obvious.  The  lofs  of  Sir  Walter 
Raleigh's  Company,  in  South  Virginia^ '  was 
then  recent  in  memory  5  and  the  fame  caufes 
might  have  operated  here  to  produce  the 
fame  effedt.  Twenty  men,  fituated  on  an 
ifland,  furrounded  by  other  iflands  and  the 
main,  and  furnifhed  with  fix  weeks  provi- 
lions  only,  could  not  maintain  poffeflion  of 
a  territory  to  which  they  had  no  right, 
againft  the  force  of  its  native  proprietors. 
They  might  eafily  have  been  cut  oiF,  when 
feeking  food  abroad,  or  their  fort  might  have 
been  inveiled,  and  they  muft  have  furren- 
dered  at  difcretion,  or  have  been  flarved  to 
death,  had  no  direct  afiault  been  made  upon 
them*  The  prudence  of  their  retreat  is  un- 
queftionable  to  any  perfon  who  confiders 
their  hazardous  fituation. 

I>uring  this  voyage,  and  efpecially  whilft 
on  fhore,  the  whole  Company  enjoyed  re- 
markably good  health.  T^^ey  Vv^ere  highly 
pleafed  with  the  falubrity,  fertility,  and  ap- 
parent advantages  of  the  country.  Gofnold 
was  fo  enthufiaftic  an  admirer  of  it,  that  he 
was  indefatigable  in  his  endeavours  to  for- 

%vard 
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ward  the  fettlement  of  a  Colony,  in  conjunc- 
tion with  Captain  John  Smith.  With  him, 
in  1607,  he  embarked  in  the  expedition  to 
South  Virginia,  where  he  had  the  rank  qf 
a  Counfellor.  Soon  after  his  arrival,  by  ex- 
ceffive  fatigue  in  the  extremity  of  the  fummer 
heat,  he  fell  a  facrifice,  with  fifty  others,  to 
the  infalubrity  of  that  climate,  and  the  fcanty 
meafure  and  bad  quality  of  the  provifions 
with  which  that  unfortunate  Colony  was 
furnifhed.* 

The  difcovery  made  by  Gofnold,  and  efpe- 
cially  the  fhortnefs  of  the  time  in  which  his 
voyage  was  performed,  induced  Richard 
Hackluyt,f  then  Prebendary  of  St.  Auguf- 
tino's  Church  in  Briftol,  to  ufe  his  influence 
with  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Merchants 
of  that  opulent,  mercantile  city,  to  profecute 
the  difcovery  of  the  northern  parts  of  Vir- 
ginia.    The  firft  ftep  was  to  obtain  permit 

fion 

*  In  an  account  of  the  firft  fettlement  of  Virginia,  writ- 
ten by  George  Percy,  I  find  the  following  note  : 

"  The  2  2d  of  Auguft,  died  Capt.  Bartholomew  Gofnold, 
one  of  our  Council.  He  was  honourably  buried,  having 
all  the  ordnance  in  the  fort  fiiot  off ;  with  many  vollies  of 
fmall  (hot.  After  his  death,  the  Council  could  hardly 
agree."     Purchas,  iv.  1690. 

f  Purchas,  v.  1654, 
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fion  of  Raleigh  and  his  affociates,      Thia 
was  undertaken  and  accomplifhed  by  Hack- 
luyt,  in  conjuuftion  with  John  Angd  anci 
Robert  Salterne,  both  of  whom  had   been 
with  Gpfnpld  to  America.     The  next  was 
to  equip  two  yeflels  ;  one  a  ihip  of  fifty  tons, 
called  the  Speedwell,  carrying  thirty  men  ; 
the  other  a  bark  of  twenty-fix  tons,  called  the 
Difcoverer,  carrying  thirteen  men.   The  com- 
mander of  the  fliip  was  Martin  Pring, 
and  his  mate,  Edmund  Jones,      The  bark 
was  cpmmaiided  by  Williain  Browne,  whofe 
mate  was  Samuel  Kirkland.     Salterne  was 
the  principal  agent,  or  fiipercargo  ;  and  was 
furniflied   with  various   kinds   pf  cloathing^ 
hard-ware  and  trinkets,  to  trade  with  the  na- 
tives.    The  vefiels  were  vidlualled  for  eight 
months,  and  failed  on   the    loth  of  April, 
1603,  a  fevf  days  after  the  death  of  Queen 
Elizabeth, 

They  went  fc  far  to  the  fouthward,  as  to 
be  within  fight  of  the  Azores  ;  and  in  the 
beginning  of  June,  fell  iri  with  the  Ameri- 
can coaft,  between  the  43d  and  44th  degrees 
of  latitude,  among  thofe  tium-crous  iflands 
which  cover  the  Diftrifl:  of  Maine.  One  of 
thefe  they  named  Fox  IJland^  from  fome  of 

that 
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that  fpecies  of  animal  which  they  faw  upon  it. 
Among  thefe  iflands,  in  the  mouth  of  Penob-. 
fcot  Bay,  they  found  good  anchorage  and 
fifhing.  The  land  being  rocky,  they  judged 
it  proper  for  the  drying  of  cod,  which  they 
took  in  great  plenty,  and  efteemed  better 
than  thofe  ufually  taken  at  Newfoundland, 

Having  paiTed  all  the  iflands,  they  ranged 
the  Goaft  to  the  fouth-weft,  and  entered  four 
inlets,  which  are  thus  defcribed  :  "  The  moft 
eafterly  was  barred  at  the  mouth  ;  but  hav- 
ing paffed  over  the  bar,  we  ran  up  it  for  five 
miles,  and  for  a  certain  fpace  found  very 
good  depth.  Coniing  out  again,  as  we  failed 
fouth-weft,  we  lighted  on  two  other  inlets, 
which  we  found  to  pierce  not  far  into  the 
land.  The  fourth  and  moft  wefterly  was 
the  beft,  which  we  rowed  up  ten  or  twelve 
miles.  In  all  thefe  places  we  found  no  peo- 
ple, but  figns  of  fires,  where  they  had  been. 
Howbeit,  we  beheld  very  goodly  groves  and 
woods,  and  fundry  forts  of  beafts.  But 
meeting  with  no  JaJ/afras,  we  left  thefe  pla- 
ces, with  all  the  aforefaid  iflands,  fhaping  cur 
courfe  for  Savage  Rock^  difcovered  the  year 
before  by  Captain  Gofnold." 

From 
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From  this  defcription,  I  conclude,  that  af- 
ter they  had  pafled  the  iflands  as  far  weft- 
ward  as  Cafco  Bay,  the  eafternmoft  of  the 
four  inlets  which  they  entered  was  the  mouth 
of  the  river  Saco.  The  two  next  were 
Kennebunk  and  York  Rivers  ;  and  the  weft- 
ernmoft,  and  beft,  was  the  river  Pifcataqua. 
The  reafon  of  their  finding  no  people,  was, 
that  the  natives  were  at  that  feafon  (June) 
fifhing  at  the  falls  of  the  rivers  ;  and  the 
veftiges  of  fires  marked  the  places  at  or 
near  the  mouths  of  the  rivers,  where  they 
had  refided  and  taken  fifh  in  the  earlier 
months  of  the  fpring.  In  fteering  for 
Savage  Rock^  they  muft  have  doubled  Cape- 
Ann,  which  brought  them  into  the  Bay 
of  Maflachufetts,  on  the  northern  fhore  of 
which  I  fiippofe  Savage  Rock  to  be  fit- 
iiated. 

It  feems  that  one  principal  object  of  their 
voyage  was  to  colledl  faflafras,  which  was 
eileemed  a  highly  medicinal  vegetable.  In 
feveral  parts  of  thefe  journals,  and  in  other 
books  of  the  fame  date,  it  is  celebrated  as  a 
fovereign  remedy  for  the  plague,  the  vene- 
real difeafe,  the  ftone,  the  ftrangury,  and 

other 
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other  maladies.*  One  of  Gofnold's  men  had 
been  cured  by  it,  in  twelve  hours,  of  a  fur- 
feit,  occafioned  by  eating  greedily  of  the  bel- 
lies of  dog-filh,  which  is  called  a  "  delicious 


meat.'* 


The  journal  then  proceeds  :  "  Going  on 
the  main  at  Savage  Rock,  we  found  people, 
with  whom  we  had  no  long  converfation,  be-* 
caufe  here  alfo  we  could  find  no  faflafras. 
Departing  hence,  we  bare  into  tbat  great  gulf 
which  Captain  Gofnold  over/hot  the  year  be- 
fore ;  coafting  and  finding  people  on  the 
north  fide  thereof.  Not  yet  fatisfied  in  our 
expectation,  we  left  them  and  failed  over, 
and  came  to  anchor  on  the  fouth  fide,  in  the 
latitude  of  forty-one  degrees  and  odd  min- 
utes ;  where  we  went  on  land,  in  a  certaia 
bay,  which  we  called  Whitfon  Bay^  by  the 
name  of  the  Worfhipful  Mafter,  John  Whit- 
fon, then  Mayor  of  the  city  of  Briftol,  and 
one  of  the  chief  adventurers.  Finding  a 
pleafant   hill  adjoining,   we  called  it  Mount 

Aldworth^ 

*  "  Saxifraga,  Saxifragum,  herba  a  fra7igendis  in  cor- 
pore  calculis  appellata.  Si  bibatur  femen  aut  radix  cum 
vino,  urinam  optime  provocat  et  calculos  expellit,  atque 
medetur  ftranguriae  ac  obftrudlionibus  renum  et  veficse  ; 

fuccus  folioriim  delet  maculas  faciei.*' Gerard, 

Vide  Minjheu  in  verbum. 
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Aldworth^  for  Matter  Robert  Aldworth's 
fake^  a  chief  furtherer  of  the  voyage,  as  well 
with  his  purfe  as  with  his  traveL  Here  we 
had  fufficient  quaritit  j  of  faffafras." 

In  another  part  of  this  journal,  Whitfon 
Bay  is  thus  defcribed  :  "  At  the  entrance  of 
this  excellent  haveri.  We  found  twenty  fath- 
oms of  "water,  and  rode  at  dur  eafe  in  feven 
fathoms,  being  land-locked ;  the  haven  wind- 
ing in  compafs  like  the  fliell  of  a  fnail  \  and 
it  is  in  latitude  of  forty-one  degrees  and  twen- 
ty minutes.  We  alfo  obferved  that  we  could 
find  no  faffafras  but  in  fandy  ground."* 

Though 

*  The  following  note  is  by  PeUg  Coffin^  Efq.  "  The 
taven  here  defcribed  rnuft  have  been  that  of  Edgar-Town. 
No  other  could  with  propriety  be  reprefented  as  -winding 
or  land-locked,  as  is  truly  the  harbour  of  Edgar-Town, 
generally  called  Old-Town." 

To  this  I  fubjoin  an  extract  of  a  letter  from  the  Rev. 
Jofeph  Thaxfert  mmlller  of  Edgar-Town,  dated  Nov.  15, 
1 797.  "  It  is  evident  to  me,  and  others  better  acquainte4 
than  I  am,  with  whom  I  have  confulted,  that  Pring,  as 
foon  as  he  pafTed  the  fandy  point  of  Monumoy,  [Malebar] 
bore  to  the  weftward,  and  came  through  what  is  called 
Eutler*s  Hole  j  that  he  kept  the  North  Channel,  till  he 
got  as  far  as  Falmouth,  and  that  he  then  crofTed  over  into 
Old-Town  harbour,  which  correfponds  in  every  refpedt 
to  his  defcriptlon,  except  in  the  depth  of  v/ater  at  the  en- 
trance of  the  harbour  ;  there  are  now  but  fourteen  fath- 
gms ';  In  the  harbour  there  are  fevea  and  a  half.     I  would 

fuggeft 
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Though  this  Company  had  no  defign  to 
make  a  fettlement  in  America,  yet  confider- 
ing  that  the  place  where  they  found  it  con- 
venient to  refide,  was  full  of  inhabitants,  they 
built  a  temporary  hut,  and  enclofed  it  with 
a  barricade,  in  which  they  kept  conftant 
guard  by  day  and  night,  whiift  others  were 
employed  in  coUedting  faflafras  in  the  woods. 
The  Indians  frequently  vifited  them  in  par- 
ties, of  various  numbers^  from  ten  to  a  hun- 
dred. They  were  ufed  kindly,  had  trinkets 
prefented  them,  and  were  fed  with  Englilh 
pulfe  ;  their  own  food  being  chiefly  fiflx. 
They  were  adorned  with  plates  of  copper  ; 
their  bows,  arrows  and  quivers  were  very 
neatly  made  ;  and  their  birchen  canoes  were 
confidered  as  great  curiofities,  one  of  which, 
of  feventeen  feet  in  length  and  four  in  breadth, 
was  carried  home  to  Briftol,  as  a  fpecimen  of 
their  ingenuity.  Whether  it  was  bought  or 
ftolen  from  them,  is  uncertain. 

The 

fuggeft  an  idea,  whether  there  is  now  the  fame  depth  of 
water,  at  the  entrance,  as  in  1603  ?  It  is  certain  that  the 
ftioals  {hift,  and  that  Cape  Poge,  within  the  memory  of 
man,  has  been  walhed  into  the  fea  thirty  or  forty  rods. 
From  this  circumftance,  the  dliference  in  the  depth  of  wa- 
ter may  be  eafily  accounted  for.  "  There  are  feveral  pleaf- 
ant  hills  adjoining  to  the  harbour,  and  to  this  day  plenty 
offaiTafras." 

R 
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The  natives  were  exceffively  fond  of  mil-* 
fie,  and  would  dance  in  a  ring  round  an 
Englifh  youth,  who  played  on  an  inflrumentj 
called  "  a  Gitterne."^  But  they  were  great- 
ly terrified  at  the  barking  of  two  Englifh 
iliafl:ifFs,  which  always  kept  them  at  a  dif- 
tance,  when  the  people  were  tired  of  their . 
company. 

The  growth  of  the  place'  confifted  of  faf- 

fafras,  v'ines^  cedar,  oak,  afli,  beech^  birch, 

cherry,  hafel,  walnut,  maple,  holly,  aind  wild 

plum.     The  land  animals  were  "  flags  and ';, 

fallow    deer,  in  abundance,  bears,  wolves, 

foxes-,  lufernes,^  porcupines,  and  dogs  with 

fharp  and  long  nofes/'l     The  waters  and 

Ihorcs  abounded  with  fifh  and  fliell-fifh  of 

various   kinds,  and    aquatic   birds    in   great 

plenty^ 

By 

*  Guittara,  Hifpan.  Cltliara>  Lat.  Gulttare,  Fr. 
Ghittar,  Ital.  Vide  MhiJJ?eu  and  Ju?nus» 

•\  "  Lufeme,  Lucern,  a  beafl  near  the  bignefs  of  a  wolf, 
of  colour  between  red  and  brown,  fomething  mayled  like 
a  cat,  and  mingled  with  black  fpots  ;  bred  in  Mufcovy^ 
and  is  a  rich  furre."  Vide  Mhijheu  in  verbum  Furre. 

Could  this  animal  be  the  racoon  ?  Joffelyn  gives  the 
name  of  lufeme  to  the  wild-cat. 

\  As  the  exigence  of  this  fpecies  of  animal  has  been 
doubted,  I  mufl  remark,  that  it  is  feveral  times  mentioned 
by  the  earlieft  adventurers,  and  twice  :n  Pring's  Journal. 

JoiTelyn, 
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*^  By  tKe  end  of  July  they  had  loaded  their 
bark  with  faflafras,  and  fent  her  to  England, 
After  which  they  made  as  much  difpatch  as 
poffible  in  lading  the  fhlp,  the  departure  of 
which  was  accelerated  by  the  following 
incident. 

The  Indians  had  hitherto  been  on  friendly 
terms  with  the  adventurers  ;  but  feeing  their 
number  leffened  and  one  of  their  veflels  gone, 
and  thofe  who  remained  difperfed  at  their 
feveral  employments,  they  came  one  day, 
about  noon,  to  the  number  of  one  hundred 
and  forty,  arm.ed  with  bows  and  arrows,  to 
the  barricado,  where  four  men  were  on  guard 
with  their  mufkets.  The  Indians  called  to 
them  to  come  out,  which  they  refufed,  and 
flood  on  their  defence.  Captain  Pring,  with 
two  men  only,  were  on  board  the  fhip  ;  as 
foou  as  he  perceived  the  danger,  he  fecured 

the 

JofTelyn,  who  was  a  natural! ft,  and  refided  feveral  years 
in   the   eaftern   parts   of   New-England,   gives   this    ac- 
count of  it  : 

,  .**  I  know  of  but  one  kind  of  beaft  in  New- England, 
produced  by  equivocal  generation,  and  that  is  the  Indian 
dog,  begotten  between  a  wolf  and  a  fox,  or  between  a  fox 
and  a. wolf ;  which  they  made  ufe  of,  taming  them  and 
bringing  them  up  ^to  hunt .  with  ;  but  fmce  the  EngliiK 
came  among  them,  they  have  gotten' ftore  of  our  dogs, 
which  they  bring  up  and  keep  in  as  much  fubjection  as  they 
^•0  their  wives."        Jofeljn'f  Voyages  to  N,  E.  1673,  /.  94c 
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the  fhip  as  well  as  he  could,  and  fired  one  of 
his  great  guns,  as  a  fignal  to  the  labourers  in 
the  woods,  who  were  repofing  after  their 
fatigue,  depending  on  the  maftiffs  for  pro- 
tedion.  The  dogs,  hearing  the  gun,  awoke 
their  mafters,  who,  then  hearing  a  fecond 
gun,  took  to  their  arms,  and  came  to  the  re- 
lief of  the  guard.  At  the  fight  of  the  men 
and  dogs,  the  Indians  defifted  from  their  pur- 
pofe,  and  affedting  to  turn  the  whole  into  a 
jeft,  went  off  laughing  without  any  damage 
on  either  fide. 

In  a  few  days  after,  they  fat  fire  to  the 
woods  where  the  faflafras  grew,  to  the  extent 
of  a  mile.  Thefe  alarming  circumftances 
determined  Pring  to  retire.  After  the  people 
had  embarked,  and  were  weighing  the  an-» 
chors,  a  larger  number  than  ever  they  had 
feen,  about  two  hundred,  came  down  to  the 
ihore,  and  fome  in  their  canoes  came  off  to 
the  fhip,  apparently  to  invite  the  adventurers 
to  a  longer  continuance.  It  was  not  eafy  to 
believe  the  invitation  friendly,  nor  prudent 
to  accept  it.  They  therefore  came  to  fail,  it 
being  the  9th  of  Augufl.  After  a  pafTage  of 
five  weeks,  by  the  route  of  the  Azores,  they 
came  into  foundings ;  and  on  the  2d  of  Oc« 

tober 
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tober  arrived  at  King-Road,  below  Briftol, 
where  the  bark  had  arrived  about  a  fortnight 
before  them.  This  whole  voyage  was  com^ 
pleted  in  fix  months.  Its  objefts^  were  to 
make  dilcoveries,  and  to  collect  furs  and  fat 
fafras.  No  inftance  of  aggreiBon  on  the 
part  of  the  adventurers  is  mentioned,  nor  on 
the  part  of  the  natives,  till  after  the  failing 
of  the  bark. 

At  the  fame  time  that  Martin  Pring  was 
employed  in  this  voyage,  Bartholomew 
Gilbert  went  on  a  farther  difcovery  to  the 
fouthern  part  of  Virginia,  having  it  alfo  in 
view  to  look  for  the  loft  Colony  of  Sir  Walter 
Raleigh.^  He  failed  from  Plymouth,  May 
10,  1 603,  in  the  bark  Elizabeth,  of  fifty  tons, 
and  went  by  the  way  of  Madeira  to  the 
Weft-Indies,  where  he  touched  at  feveral  of 
the  iflands,  taking  in  lignum-vitse,  tortoifes^ 
and  tobacco. 

On  the  6th  of  July  he  quitted  the  iflands, 
and  fteered  for  Virginia.  In  four  days  he 
got  Into  the  Gulf  Stream,  and  was  becalmed 
five  days.  After  which  the  wnnd  fprang  up, 
and  on  the  20th  he  faw  land  in  the  40th  de- 
gree of  latitude.     His  objefl;  was  to  fetch  the 

mouth 
*  Purchas,  v.  16^6, 
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mouth  of  Chefepeag  Bay  ;  but  the  wind  be- 
ing adverfe,  after  beating  againft  it  for  feveral 
days,  the  neceffity  of  wood  and  water  obli- 
ged him  to  come  to  anchor  about  a  mile  froni 
*  the  fhore,  where  there  was  an  sippearance  of 
the  entrance  of  a  river* 

On  Friday,  the  29th  of  July,  Captaia 
Gilbert,  accompanied  by  Thomas  Canner,  a 
gentleman  of  Bernard's  Inn,  Richard  Harri-'^ 
fon.  Mate,  Henry  Kenton,  Surgeon,  and 
Derrick,  a  Dutchman,  went  on  fhore,  leaving- 
two  boys  to  keep  the  boat.  Immediately  af- 
ter they  had  entered  the  wood,  the  favages 
attacked,  purfued  and  killed  every  one  of 
them ;  two  of  them  fell  in  fight  of  the  boys, 
who  had  much  difficulty  to  prevent  the  la-^ 
dians  from  hauling  the  boat  on  fhore* 

With  heavy  hearts,  they  got  back  to  the 
ihip  ;  whofe  crew,  reduced  to  eleven,  in- 
cluding the  boys,  durft  not  make  any  further 
attempt ;  but  fleered  for  the  Weflern  Iflands; 
aft:er  pafTmg  them,  they  arrived  in  the  river 
Thames  about  tl;ie  end  of  September,  when 
the  city  of  London  was  "  mofl  grievoufly  in- 
fefted  with  the  Plague." 

After  the  peace  which  King  James  made 
with  Spain  in    1 604,  when  the  pafTion  for 

the 
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the  difcovery  01  a  north-weft  paffage  was  in 
full  vigour,  a  {hip  was  font  from  England 
by  the  Earl  of  Southampton  and  Lord  Arun- 
del of  Wardour,  with  a  view  to  this  objed:* 
The  commander  of  the  fliip  was  George 
Weymouth.  He  failed  from  the  Downs 
on  the  laft  day  of  March,  1 605,  and  came  in 
fight  of  the  American  coaft  on  the  13th  of 
May,  in  the  latitude  of  41  degrees  30  minutes. 

Being  thefe  entangled  among  fhoals  and 
breakers^  he  quitted  this  land,  and  at  the  dif- 
tance  of  fifty  leagues,  dlfcovered  feveral 
iflands,  to  one  of  which  he  gave  the  name 
of  5/.  George,  Within  three  leagues  of  this 
ifland  he  came  into  a  harboury,  Vv^faich  he 
called  Pentecojl  harbour  ;  and  failed  up  a  no-* 
ble  river,  to  which  it  does  not  appear  that  he 
gave  any  name,  nor  does  he  mention  any 
name  by  v/hich  it  was  called  by  the  natives. 

The  conje«9:ures  of  hiftorians  refpeQlng 
this  river  have  been  various.  Oldmixon 
fuppofes  it  to  have  been  James  River  in  Vir- 
ginia, whilft  Beverley,  who  aims  to  correcfl 
him,  affirms  it  to  have  been  Hudfon's  River  in 
New- York.  Neither  of  them  could  have 
made  thefe  miftakes,  if  they  had  read  the 
original  account  in  Purchas  with  any  atten- 
tion. 
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tion.  In  Smith's  Hiftory  of  Virginia  an  a« 
bridgment  of  the  voyage  is  given,  but  in 
fo  flight  and  indefinite  a  manner  as  to  afford 
no  fatisfaftion  refpe£ting  the  fitiiation  of  the 
river^  whether  it  were  northward  or  fouth^* 
ward  from  the  land  firft  difcovered. 

To  afcertain  this  matter  I  have  carefully 
examined  Weymouth's  Journal  and  compar- 
ed it  with  the  beft  maps  ;  but  for  more  per- 
fect fatisfadtion,  I  gave  an  abftraft  of  the 
Voyage  with  a  number  of  queries  to  CapL 
John  Foster  Williams,  an  experienced 
mariner  and  commander  of  the  Revenue 
Cutter,  belonging  to  this  port ;  who  has  very 
obligingly  communicated  to  me  his  obferva- 
tions  made  in  a  late  cruize.  Both  of  thefe 
papers  are  here  fubjoined. 


"Abstract  of  the  Voyage  of  Captain 
George  Weymouth,  to  the  Coaji  of 
America^  from  the  printed  yournal^  eystant 
in  Purchases  Pilgrims^  part  iv.  page  1659. 

A.D.  1605,  March  31.  "  Captain  George 
Weymouth  failed  from  England  in  the  Archan* 
gel,  for  the  northern  part  of  Virginia,  as  the 
whole  coaft  of  North- America  was  then  calledo 

May 
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May  13.      Arrived  in    foundings— 1 60 

fathoms.  ' 

14,  In  five  or  fix  leagues  diftance  flioal- 

ed  the  water  from  one  hundred  to  five  fath^ 
oms,  faw  from  the  maft-head  a  whitijh  fandy 
cliffy  W.  N.  W.  6  leagues :  many  breaches 
nearer  the  land  ;  the  ground  foiil,  and  depth 
varying  froiii  fix  to  fifteen  fathoms.  Parted 
from  the  land.  Latitude  41  degrees  30  min- 
utes. 

15.  Wind  between  W.  S.  W.  and  S.  S. 
W.  in  want  of  wood  and  water.  Land 
much  defired,  and  therefore  fought  for  it 
'where  the  isolnd  would  heji  fuffer  m. 

Query  i.     As  the  wind  then  blew,  muft 
not  the  courfe  be  to  the  north  and  eaft  ? 

i6.  In  almoftj^/?y  leagues  run,  found' 
iio  land ;  the  charts  being  erroneous. 

17.  Saw  land  which  bore  N,  N.  E.  a 
great  gale  of  wind  and  the  fea  high.  Stood 
off  till  two  in  the  m*orning ;  then  flood  in 
again.  At  eight  A.  M.  faw  land  again  bear- 
ing N.  E.  It  appeared  a  mean  high  land,  be- 
ing as  we  afterward  found  it  an  ijla-nd  of  no 
great  compafs.  About  noon  came  to  anchor 
on  the  north  fide  In  forty  fathoms,  about  a 
league  from  fliore.  Named  the  ifland  St. 
George^ 

S  QtJERir 
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.  Query  2.  Could  this  ifland  be  Segwin 
or  Monhegan  ?  or  If  neither,  what  ifl- 
arid  was  it  ? 

Whilfi  we  wei^  on  fliore  on  the  ifland  our 
men  on  board  caught  thirty  large  cod  and 
haddock.  From  hence  we  difcerned  many 
iflands,  and  the  main  land  extending  from 
W.  S.  W.  to  E.  N.  E.  A  great  way  up  in-» 
to  the  main,  as  it  then  feemed,  we  difcern- 
ed very  high  ?nouniains ;  though  the  main 
feemed  but  low  land.  The  mountains,  bore 
N.  N.  E.  from  us. 

Query  3.     What  mountains  were  thefe  I 

May  1 9.  Being  Whitfiinday^  weighed  an- 
chor at  twelve  o'clock,  and  came  along  to  the 
other  iflands  more  adjoining  to  the  main,  and 
in  the  road  dlreBly  to  the  mountains^  about 
three  leagues  from  the  firft  ifland  found  a 
fafe  harbour,  defended  from  all  winds,  in  an 
excellent  depth  of  water  for  ihips  of  any 
burthen  in  fix,  feven,  eight,  nine,  ten  fath- 
oms upon  a  clay  ooze,  very  tough,  where  is 
good  mooring  even  on  the  rocks,  by  the  cliff 
fide.     Named  it  Pentecoji  Harbour. 

Query  4.     Do  thefe  marks  agree  with 
Sagadahock  or  Mufqueto  Harbour  or  Str 

George's 


^?• 
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George's  Ifland  ?  or  if  not,  with  what 
harbour  do  they  agree  ? 

May  20.  Went  afhore,  found  water  iflu^ 
ing  from  fprings  down  the  rocky  cHfFs,  and 
dug  pits  to  receive  it.  Found,  at  no  great 
depth,  clay,  blue,  red  and  white.  Good  lob- 
fters,  rock-fifh,  plaife,  and  lumps.  With  two 
or  three  hooks  caught  cod  and  haddock 
enough  for  the  fhip's  company  three  days. 

24.  The  Captain,  with  14  men  armed, 
marched  through  two  of  the  iflands,  one  of 
which  we  guefled  to  be  four  or  five  miles  in 
compafs  and  one  broad.  Abundance  of  great 
mufcles,  fome  of  which  contained  pearls. 
One  had  14  pearls  in  it. 

30.  The  Captain  with  13  men  departed 
in  the  ihaliop,  leaving  the  fhip  in  harbour. 

31,  The  ihaliop  returned,  having  difcov- 
ered  a  great  river  trending  far  up  into  the 
inain. 

Query  5.     What  river  was  this  ? 

yune  I.  Indians  came  and  traded  with  us. 
Pointing  to  one  part  of  the  main,  eaftward, 
they  fignified  to  us  that  the  BaJJjabe^  their 
King,  had  plenty  of  furs  and  much  tobacco. 

N.  B.    Here  Weymouth  kidnapped  five 
of  the  natives. 

June 
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ynne  1 1.     Pafled  up  into  the  river  with 
ovixjhip  about  26  miles. 

Objervations   by   the  Author   of  the  Voyage^ 
parries  Rafter* 

"  THE  firft  and  chief  thing  required  for  a 
plantation  is  a  bold  cpaft,  and  fair  land  to  fall 
in  with.  The  next  15  a  fafe  harbour  for  fhips 
to  ride  in. 

"  The  firft  is  a  fpecial  attribute  of  this 
fhore,  being  free  from  fands  or  dangerous 
rocks,  in  a  continual  good  depth,  with  a  mofi 
excellent  land-fall  as  can  be  defired,  which  i^ 
the  firft  ifland,  named  St.  George. 

"  For  the  ftcond,  here  are  more  good  harr 
hours  for  fhips  of  all  burdens  than  all  Eng- 
land can  afford.  The  river,  as  it  runneth  up 
into  the  main  very  nigh^r/j  miles,  towards 
the  Great  Mountains^  beareth  in  breadth  a 
mile,  fometimes  three-fourths,  and  half  a 
mile  is  the  narroweft,  where  you  fhall  never 
have  lefs  than  four  or  five  fathom,  hard  by 
the  fhore  ;  but  fix,  feven,  eight,  nine,  ten, 
at  low  water.  On  both  fides,  every  half 
mile,  very  gallant  coves,  fome  able  to  con- 
tain almoft  one  hundred  fail  of  fhips  ;  the 
ground  is  an  excellent  foft  coze^  with  tough 

clay 
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day  for  anchor-hold  ;  and  fhips  may  lie 
without  anchor,  only  moored  to  the  fhore 
with  a  hawfer. 

"  It  floweth  fixteen  or  eighteen  feet  at 

high  water. '. 

"  Here  are  made  by  nature,  moft  excel- 
lent places,  as  dockes  to  grave  and  careen 
Ihips  of  all  burdens,  fecure  from  all  winds. 
"  The  river  yieldeth  plenty  of  falmon, 
and  other  fiflies  pf  great  bignefs. 

"  The  bordering  land  is  moft  rich,  trend- 
ing all  along  on  both  fides,  in  an  equal  plain ^ 
neither  mountainous  nqr  rocky,  but  verged 
wath  a  green  border  of  grafs  ;  which  may 
Idc  made  good  feeding  ground,  being  plenti- 
ful like  the  outward  iflands,  with  frefh 
water,  y/hich  ftreameth  down  in  many 
places. 

"As  we  pafTed  with  a  gentle  wind,  in 
our  Ihip,  up  this  river,  any  man  may  con- 
ceive with  what  admiration  we  all  confented 
in  joy ;  many  who  had  been  travellers  in 
fundry  countries,  and  in  the  moft  famous 
rivers,  affirmed  them  not  comparable  to 
this.  I  will  not  prefer  it  before  our  river 
pf  Thames,  becaufe  it  is  England's  richeft 
treafure  ;  but  we  did  all  wilh  thofe  excellent 

harbours, 
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harbours,  good  depths,  continual  convenient 
breadth,  and  fmall  tide-gates,  to  be  as  well 
therein,  for  our  country's  good,  as  we  found 
them  here  ;  then  I  would  boldly  afhrm  it  to 
be  the  moll  rich,  beautiful,  large,  fecure 
Ijarbouring  river  that  the  world  affordeth.'* 

Jtme  12.  "  Our  Captain  manned  his 
jljallop  with  fevente6n  men,  and  ran  up  to 
Ae  codde  of  the  river,  where  we  landed, 
leaving  fix  to  keep  the  ihallop.  Ten  of  us, 
with  our  fhot,  and  fome  armed,  with  a  boy 
to  carry  powder  and  match,  marched  up  the 
country,  toward  the  mountains^  which  we 
defcried  at  our  firft  falling  in  with  the  land, 
and  were  continually  in  our  view.  To  fome 
of  them,  the  river  brought  us  fo  near,  as  we 
judged  ourfelves,  when  we  landed,  to  be 
within  a  league  of  them  ;  but  we  found 
tliem  not,  having  marched  well  nigh  four 
miles,  and  pafled  three  great  hills.  Where- 
fore, becaufe  the  weather  was  hot,  and  our 
men  in  their  armour,  not  able  to  travel  far 
and  return  to  our  pinnace  at  night,  tve  re- 
folved  not  to  travel  further. 

*'  We  were  no  fooner  come  a-board  our  pin- 
nace^ returning  down  toward  our  fhip,  but  we 
efpied  a  canoe  coming  from  the  further  part 

of 
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of  the  codde  of  the  river ^  eajiward.  In  it 
were  three  Indians,  one  of  whom  we  had 
before  feen,  and  his  coming  was  very  ear-* 
neftly  to  importune  us  to  let  one  of  our  mea 
go  with  them  to  the  Bajhahe^  and  then  the 
next  morning  he  would  come  to  our  fhip 
with  furs  and  tobacco*'* 

N.  B.  They  did  not  accept  the  invita- 
tion, becaufe  they  fufpeded  danger 
from  the  favages,  having  detained  five 
of  their  people  on  board  to  be  carried, 
to  England. 

June  1 3.  "  By  two  o'clock  in  the  morn- 
iiig,  taking  advantage  of  the  tide,  we  went 
in  our  pinnace  up  to  that  part  of  the  river 
which  trendeth  wejl  into  the  main,  and  we 
carried  a  crofs  to  ereft  at  that  point,  (a  thing 
never  omitted  by  any  Chriftian  travellers.) 
Into  that  river,  we  rowed^  by  eftimation, 
twenty  miles. 

"  What  profit  or  pleafure  is  defcribed  in 
the  former  part  of  the  river,  is  wholly  doubled 
In  this  ;  for  the  breadth  and  depth  is  fuch, 
that  a  fhip,  drawing  feventeen  or  eighteea 
feet  of  water,  might  have  paffed  as  far  as. 
we  went  with  owxjhallop^  and  much  further, 
becaufe  we  left  it  in  fo  good  depth.     From 

the 
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the  place  of  our  fhip's  riding  in  the  harbo\ir-^ 
^t  the  entrance  into  the  Sound,  to  the  fur« 
theft  point  we  were  in  this  river,  by  our 
eftimation,  was  not  much  lefs  ihdSi  three/core 
miles.  [That  is,  as  I  underftand  it,  from 
Pentecoft  Harbour  they  went  ifi  the  Jh'ip 
forty  miles,  to  the  codde  of  the  river ;  and 
thence  in  the  fliallop,  or  pinnace,  twenty 
miles  up  the  weft  branch.] 

Query  6.     What  is  meant  hj  codde  F    It 
appears  tg  be  an  old  word. 

^'  We  were  fo  pleafed  with  this  river,  and 
fo  lotji  to  forfake  it,  that  we  would  have 
continued  there  v>allingly  for  two  days, 
having  only  bread  and  cheefe  to  eat.  But 
the  tide  not  fufFering  it,  we  came  down 
with  the  ebb.  We  conceived  that  the  river 
ran  very  far  into  the  land,  for  we  pafled 
fix  or  feven  miles  altogether  Jre/h  water , 
(whereof  we  all  drank)  forced  up  by  the 
flowing  of  the  fait  water. 

June  14.  We  warped  our  Jhip  down 
to  the  river's  mouth,  and  there  came  to 
anchor. 
' '  15.  Weighed  anchor,  and  with  a  breeze 
from  the  land,  came  to  our  watering  place, 
in  Pentecoft  Harbour,  and   filled  our  cafk. 

"Our 
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"  Our  Captain,  upon  a  rock  in  the  midft 
of  this  harbour,  made  his  obfervation  by  the 
fun,  of  the  height,  latitude,  and  variation, 
exadly,  upon  all  his  inftruments,  viz.  aftro- 
labe,  femifphere,  ring,  and  crofs-ftaff,  and  ari 
excellent  variation  compafs.  The  latitude  he 
found  43  degrees  20  minutes,  north  ;  the 
variation,  11  degrees  15  minutes,  weft." 

N.  B.  In  this  latitude  no  part  of  the 
American  coaft  lies,  except  Cape  Por- 
poife,  Vv^here  is  only  a  boat  harbour. 
The  rivers  neareft  to  it  are  on  the  fouth, 
Kennebunk,  a  tide  river  of  no  great  ex- 
tent, terminating  in  a  brook  ;  and  on 
the  north,  Saco,  the  navigation  of  which 
is  obftrufted  by  a  bar  at  its  mouth, 
and  by  a  fall  at  the  diftance  of  fix  or 
feven  miles  from  the  fea.  Neither  of 
thefe  could  be  the  river  defcribed  in 
Weymouth's  Journal.  His  obfen^ation 
of  the  latitude,  or  the  printed  account 
of  it,  muft  have  been  erroneous. 

d:)*    "  Captain  Williams  will  be  lO  obliging 

as  to  put  down  his  remarks  on  the  above  ab- 

ftrad:  in  writing,  for  the  ufe  of  his  humble 

fervant,  t  j^        ^, .  ^ " 

'  Jeremy  Belkkap. 

T  Captain 
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Captain  Williams's  Answer. 

«  THE  firft  land  Captain  Weymouth  faw, 
a  whitifli  fandy  clifF,  W.  R  W.  fix  leagues, 
muft  have  been  Sankoty  Head  [Nantucket.] 
With  the  wind  at  W.  S.  W.  and  S.  S.  W.  h^ 
could  have  fetched  into  this  bay,  [Bofton] 
and  muft  have  feen  Cape  Cod,  had  the  weath- 
er been  clear.     But, 

The  land  he  faw  on  the  17th,  I  think 
muft  be  the  ifland  Monhegan,  as  no  other  ifl- 
and  anfwers  the  defcription.  In  my  laft 
cruize  to  the  eaftward,  I  founded,  and  had 
thirty  fathoms,  about  one  league  to  the  north- 
ward of  the  ifland.  The  many  iflands  he 
faw,  and  the  main  land,  extending  from  W. 
S.  W.  to  E.  N.  E.  agree  with  that  fhore ; 
the  mountains  he  faw  bearing  N.  N.  E.  were 
Penobfcot  Hills  or  Mountains ;  for  from  the 
place  where  I  fuppofe  the  ftiip  lay  at  anchor, 
the  above  mountains  bear  N.  N.  E. 

The  harbour  where  he  lay  with  his  fhip, 

and  named  Pentecoft  Harbour,  is,  I  fuppofe, 

what  is  now  called  George* s  If.and  Harbour y 

which  bears  north  from  Monhegan,  about 

two  leagues  ;    which  harbour    and    iflands 

agree  with  his  defcription^,  I  think,  tolerably 

well,  and  the  name,  George  s  Iflands^  ferves 

to  confirm  it.  ^  ^xtx^ 

When 
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When  the  Captain  went  in  his  boat  and 
difcovered  a  great  river  tending  far  up  into 
the  main,  I  fuppofe  he  went  as  far  as  Two- 
Bufh  Ifland,  about  three  or  four  leagues  from 
the  fhip,  from  thence  he  could  difcover  Pe- 
nobfcot  Bay, 

Miles. 

Diftance  from  the  fhip  to  Two-Bufh 

Ifland  is  about  -  -  10 

From  Two-Bufh  Ifland  to  Owl's  Head  9 
from  Owl's  head  to  the  north  end  of 

Long-Ifland  -  -  27 

From  the  north  end  of  Long-Ifland  to 

Old  Fort  Pownal         -  -  6 

From  the  Old  Fort  to  the  head  of  the 

tide,  or  falls,  in  Penobfcpt  River    30 


82 
I  fuppofe  he  went  with  his  {hip,  round 
Two-Bufli  Ifland,  and  then  failed  up  to  the 
weftward  of  Long-Ifland,  fuppofing  himfelf 
to  be  then  in  the  river ;  the  mountains  on 
the  main  to  the  wefl:ward  extending  near  as 
high  up  as  Belfafl:  Bay.  I  think  it  probable 
that  he  anchored  with  his  fliip  off  the  point 
which  is  now  called  the  Old  Fort  Point. 

The  codde  of  the  river,  where  he  went 
with  his  fhallop,  and  marched  up  in  the 

country, 
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country^  toward  the  mountains,  I  think  muft 
be-Belfaft  Bay, 

1-^  The  canoe  that  came  from  the  further 
part  of  the  codde  of  the  river,  eaftward,  witK 
Indians,  T  think  it  probable,  came  from  Bag-^ 
aduce. 

The  word  coddc  is  not  common;  bull 
have  often  heard  it ;  as,  "  up  in  the  codde  of 
the  bay,"  meaning  the  bottom  of  the  bay. 
•I  fappofe  what  he  calls  "the  codde  of  the 
iiver,"  is  a  bay  in  the  river. 

The  latitude  of  St.  George's  Ifland  Har- 
feur,  according  to  Holland's  map,  is  forty- 
three  degrees  forty-eight  minutes,  which  is 
mne  kagues  more  north  than  the  obferva- 
tion  made  by  Captain  Weym.outh* 

Boftonj  OMer  I,  1797* 
SIR, 

I  MADE  the  foregoing  remarks,  while 

on  my  laft  cruize  to  the  eaftward.     If  any 

further  information  is  neceflary,  that  is  in 

my  power  to  give,  you  may  command  me. 

■  I  am,  with  refpefl:,  Sir, 

Your  obedient  humble  fervant, 

John  Foster  Williams. 

Rev.  Dr,  Belknap. 

Weymouth's 
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^ '."Weymouth's  voyage  is  memorable^  only 
for  the  difcovery  of  Penobfcot  River,  and  for 
the  decoying  of  five  of  the  natives  on  board  his 
fhip,  whom  he  carried  to  England.  Three 
of  them  were  taken  into  the  family  of  Sir 
Ferdinando  Gorges,  then  Governor  of  Plym- 
outh, in  Devonfhire.  The  information 
which  he  gained  from  them,  corroborated  by 
Martin  Pring,  of  Briftol,  who  made  a  fecond 
voyage  in  1606,  (and  profecuted  the  difcove- 
ry of  the  rivers  in  the  Diftrid  of  Maine) 
prepared  the  way  for  the  attempt  of  Sir  John 
Popham  and  others  to  eftablifh  a  Colony  at 
Sagadahock,  in  1607;  an  account  of  which 
attempt,  and  its  failure,  is  already  given  in 
the  life  of  Sir  Ferdinando  Gorges.* 

In  the  early  accounts  of  this  country  we 
find  the  names  of  Mavojhen  and  Norumbega, 
Mavofhen  was  a  name  for  the  whole  Diftridt 
of  Maine,  containing  nine  or  ten  rivers  ;  the 
wefternmoft  of  which  v/as  Shawakotock, 
(written  by  the  French  Chouakoet  and  by 
the  Engliih,  Saco.)  The  eafternmoft  was 
Qiiibequeffon,f  which  I  take  to  be  eaft- 
ward  of  Penobfcot,  but  cannot  fay  by  what 
name  it  is  now  called.     Norumbega  was  a 

part 

',  *  Vol.  I.  p.  35o>  -j-Purchas,  v.  1873. 
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part  of  the  fame  diftri<3:,  comprehend- 
ing Penobfcot  Bay  and  River ;  but  its  eaft* 
ern  and  weftern  limits  are  not  defcribed.*' 

It  is  alfo  to  be  noted  that  the  river  Penob- 
fcot was  fometimes  called  Pemaquid,  though 
this  latter  name  is  now  reftricted  to  a  point 
or  neck  of  land  which  lies  about  fix  leagues 
to  the  weftward.  Penobfcot  is  called  by  the 
French,  Pentagoet. 

This  confufion  of  names  occafions  no  fmall 
perplexity  to  inquirers  into  the  geography 
and  early  hiflory  of  this  country. 


*  Purchas,  V.  i625>  1632. 
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XXI.    JOHN  ROBINSON.       « 

X  HE  firft  efFedual  fettlements  of  the 
Englifh  in  New-England  were  made  by  thofe, 
who,  after  the  Reformation,  diflented  from 
the  eftabliihment  of  the  Epifcopal  Churchj 
who  fuffered  on  account  of  their  diffent,  and 
fought  an  afylum  from  their  fufFerings.  Uni- 
formity was  infifted  on  with  fuch  rigour,  as 
difgufted  many  confcientious  minifters  and 
people  of  the  Church  of  England,  and  caufed 
that  feparation  which  has  ever  fince  fubfifled. 
Thofe  who  could  not  conform  to  the  eftab- 
lifhment,  but  wiihed  for  a  more  complete  ref- 
ormation, were  at  firft  diftinguifhed  by  the 
name  of  Puritans ;  and  among  thefe  the  moft 
rigid  were  the  Brownljis^  fo  called  from 
Robert  Brown,  "  a  fiery  young  clergyman," 
who,  in  1580,  headed  a  zealous  party,  and 
was  vehement  for  a  total  feparation.  But 
his  zeal,  however  violent,  was  void  of  con- 
fiftency  ;  for,  in  his  advanced  years,  he  con- 
formed to  the  Church  ;  whilft  others,  who 
more  deliberately  withdrew,  retained  their 
feparation,  though  they  became  more  candid 

and 
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and  moderate  in  their  principles.*  Of  thefe 
people  a  Congregation  was  formed,  about  the 
year  1602,  near  the  confines  of  the  counties 
of  York,  Nottingham,  and  Lincoln  ;  who 
chofe  for  their  minifters,  Richard  Clifton  and 
John  Robinfon.f 

Mr.  Robinfon  wasbotn  in  the  year  1575^ 
but  the  place  of  his  birth  is  unknown.  He 
was  probably  educated  in  the  Unirerfity  of 
Cambridge  5  ±  and  he  is  faid  to  have  been 
"  a  man  of  a  learned,  polifhed,  and  modeft 
fpirit  ;  pious  and  ftudious  of  the  truth  ; 
largely  accomplifhed  with  gifts  and  qualifi- 
cations fuitable  to  be  a  fhepherd  over  this 
flock  of  Chrift."  Before  his  eledbion  to  this 
office,  he  had  a  benefice,  near  Yarmouth,  in 
Norfolk,  where  his  friends  were  frequently 
molefted  by  the  biihop's  officers,  and  fome 
were  almoft  ruined  by  profecutions  in  the 
ecclefiaflical  courts.  § 

The  reigning  prince,  at  that  time,  was 
James  I.  than  whom,  a  more  contemptible 
charad:er  never  fat  on  the  Britiili  throne. 
Educated  in  the  principles  of  Prefbyterianifm, 

in 

*  NeaPs  New-England,  I.  58,  60, 

f  Prince,  I.  4,  20.  J  Morten^  2o 

§  Neal's  Pur.  8vo.  IL  49. 
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In  Scotland,  he  fomot  them  all.  on  his  ad- 
vancement  to  the  throne  of  the^three  king.- 
doms.*  Flattered  by  the  bifhops,  he  gave, all ." 
ecclefiaftical  power  into  their  hands,  and 
entrufted  fycophants  with  the  management 
of  the  State  ;  whilft  he  indolently  refigned 
himfelf  to  literary  and  fenfual  indulgencies  ; 
in  the  former  of  which  he  was  a  pedant  ; 
in  the  latter  an  epicure.  The  profecution  of 
the  Puritans  was  conduded  with  unrelenting 
feverity  in  the  former  part  of  his  reign,  when 
Bancroft  was  Archbiihop  of  Canterburyo 
Abbot  who  fucceeded  him  was  favourable  to 

.  ■    :i  V...-.     .- .  ._    . 

ttem  ;  but  when  Laud  came  into  power^ 
they  were  treated  v/ith  every  mark  of  infult 
and  cruelty. 

Rdbinfon's  congregation  did  not  efcape 
perfecution  by  feparating  from  the  eftablifli- 
ment  and  forming  an  independent  church. 
Still  expofed  to  the  penalties  of  the  ecclefiafti- 
cal law,  they  were  extremely  haraffed  ; 
fome  were  thrown  into  prifon,  fome  were 
confined  to  their  own  houfes ;  others  were 
obliged  to  leave  their  farms  and  fufpend  their 
ufual  occupations.  Such  w^as  their  diilrefs 
and  perplexity,  that  an  emigration  to  fome 
.  U  foreign 

*  NeaPs  N.  E.  I.  70. 
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foreign  country  feemed  the  only  means  of 
fafety.  Their  firft  views  were  directed  to 
Holland,  where  the  fpirit  of  commerce  had 
didated  a  free  toleration  of  religious  opin- 
ions ;  a  bleffing,  which  neither  the  wifdom 
of  politicians,  nor  the  charity  of  clergymeri 
had  admitted  into  any  other  of  the  Europe^ 
an  States.  But  the  ports  of  their  own  coun- 
try were  fhut  againft  them ;  they  could  get 
away  only  by  feeking  concealment  and  giv^ 
ing  extravagant  rates  for  their  paflages  and 
fees  to  the  mariners.*^ 

In  the  autumn  of  1607,  a  company  of 
thefe  Diflenters,  hired  a  fhip  at  Bofton  in 
Lincolnfhire  to  carry  them  to  Holland.  The 
Mafter  promifed  to  be  ready  at  a  cert;ain 
hour  of  the  day,  to  take  them  on  board,  with 
their  families  and  effedts.  They  aflembled 
at  the  place  ;  but  he  difappointed  theml 
Afterward  he  came  in  the  night ;  and  whea 
they  were  embarked,  betrayed  them  into 
#  the  hands  of  fearchers,  and  other  officers  ;t 

who,  having  robbed  them  of  money,  books 
and  other  articles,  and  treated  the  women 
with  indecency,  carried  them  back  into  the^ 

town, 

*  Hazard's  Collections,  I.  151. 
t  Prince,  23.     Hutch.  I,  449. 
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town,  and  expofed  them  as  a  laughing  fpec- 
tacle  to  the  multitude.  They  were  arraigned 
before  the  magiftrates,  who  ufed  them  with 
civility ;  but  could  not  releafe  them,  without 
arl  OTder  of  the  King  and  Council,  Till 
this  arrived,  they  TuiFered  a  month's  imprifon- 
ment ;  feven  were  bound  pv^r  to  the  affize^ 
and  the  pthers  were  releafed. 

The  next  fpring  (1608)  they  made  anoth^ 
er  attempt,^  ^nd  hired  a  Dutch  veflel,  then  ly- 
ing in  the  harbour,  t:o  take  them  on  board. 
The  place  agreed  on  was  an  unfrequented 
common,  between  Hull  and  Grimiby,  re- 
mote from  any  houfes.  The  women  and 
children  with  the  baggage  were  fent  down 
the  river  in  a  fmall  bark,  and  the  men  agreed 
to  meet  them  by  land ;  but  they  came  to 
the  place  a  day  before  the  fhip  arrived.  The 
water  being  rough,  and  the  women  fick,  they 
prevailed  on  the  pilot  of  the  bark  to  put  into 
a  fmall  creek,  where  they  lay  aground,  when 
the  Dutchman  came  and  took  one  boat- 
load of  the  men  on  board,  Before  he  could 
fend  for  the  others,  a  company  of  arm- 
ed trien  appeared  on  horfeback  ;  which 
fp  frightened  him,  that  he  weighed  anchor, 

and, 
*  Mather's  Mag.  li.  3. 
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and,  the  windi  being  fair,  put  to  fea.  Some 
of  the  men  who  were  left  behind,  made  their 
cfcape ;  others,  who  went  to  the  affiftanee 
of  the  women,  were  with  them  apprehended 
and  carried  from  one  Juftice  of  the  Peace  to 
another ;  but  the  Juftices,  not  knowing  what 
to  do  with  fo  many  helplefs  and  diftrefled 
perfons,  difmifled  them.  Having  fold  their 
hqufes,  cattle  and  fujniture,  they  had:  no 
homes  to  which  they  could  retire,  and  wef6 
therefore. caft  on  the  charity  of  their  friends. 
Thofe  who  w^ere  hurried  to  fea  v/ithout  their 
families,  and  deftitute  even  of  a  change  of 
clothes,  endured  a  terrible  ftorm,  in  which 
neither  fun,  moon  nor  flars  appeared  for  fev- 
en  days.  This  ftorm  drove  them  far  to  the 
northward,  and  they  very  narrowly  efcaped 
foundering.  After  fourteen  days  they  arri^ 
ved  at  Amfterdam,  where  the  people  were 
furprized  at  their  deliverance  j  the  tempeft. 
having  been  very  fevere,  and  much  damage 
having  been  fuftained,  both  at  fea,  and  in.  the 
harbours  of  the  continent.  , 

This  forlorn  company  of  emigrants  'were 
foon  after  joined  by  their  wives  and  families^ 
The  remainder  of  the  church  went  over,  in 
the  follQwing  fummer  f  Mr.  Robinfon,  with 

a  few 

*  Prince,  24, 
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a  few  others,  remained  to  help  the  weakeft, 
till  they  were  all  embarked.  "* 

At  Amfterdam,  they  found  a  congrega- 
tion of  their  countrymen,  who  had  the  fame 
religious  views,  and   had   emigrated  before 
them,f      Their  mimfter  was  John  Smith, 
a  man  of  good  abilities,  and  a  popular  preach- 
er ;  but  unfteady  in  his  opinions.  J     Thefe 
people  fell  into  controverfy,  and  were  foon 
fcattered.     Fearing  that  the  infedion  might 
fpread,  Robinfon  propofed    to  his  church  a 
further  removal ;  to  which,  though  much  to 
their  difadvantage,  in  a  temporal  view,  they 
corriented ;  ^nd  after  one  year  ipent  at  Am-  -^ 

fterdam,  they  removed  to  Leyden,  where 
they  continued  eleven  years.  During  this 
time,  their  number  fo  increafed,  by  frequent 

emigrations 


'  *  As  liothlng  more  is  faid  of  "  the  aged  Mr.  Clifton,"  it 
is  probable  that  he  died,  before  this  embarkatioi^ 
f  Prince,  19,  24,  26. 
-^  Mr.  Neal  fays,  that  he  refined  on  the  principles  of  the 
BrouTiifts,  and  at  lafl  declared  for  the  Baptifts  ;  that  he 
left  Amfterdam,  and  fettled  with  a  party  at  Ley  ;  where, 
being  at  a  lofs  for  a  proper  adminiftrator  of  baptifm,  he 
firft  plunged  himfelf,  and  then  performed  the  ceremony  en 
others  ;  which  gained  him  the  name  of  a  Se-haptiJ}.  Af- 
ter this  he  embraced  the  principles  of  Arminius,  and  pub- 
liflied  a  book,  which  Robinfon  anfwered  in  161 1  ;  but 
3mith  foon  after  died,  and  his  congregation  was  difTolved. 

NeaPs  Puritans,  Svo.  II.  49. 
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etiiigrations  froin  England,  that  they  had  in 
the  church  three   hundred  communicants.^ 
At  Ley  den  they  enjoyed  much  harm^ony 
among  themfelves,'}'   and  a  friendly   intef- 
courfe  with  the  Dutch  ;  who,  obferving  their 
diligence  and  fidelity  in  their  bufinefs,  enter- 
tained fo  great  a  refpefl:  for  thefh^  that  the 
magiftrates  of  the  city,  (1619)  in  the  feat  of 
juftice,  having  occafion  to  cenfure  fome  of 
the  French  Proteftants,  who  had  a  church 
there,  made  this  public  declaration.    *'  Tliefe 
Englifh  have  lived  among  us  ten  years,  and 
^  __^  yet  we  never  had  any  fuit  or  accufation 

i|  againft  any  of  them  ;  biit  yoiir  quarrels  are 

continual.":}: 

The 

•v    *  Cotton's  preface  to  Robbins's  ordination  fermon. 

f  Governor  Hutchinson  (I  prefume  through  inatten- 
tion) has  inifreprefented  thiB  matter,  (Vol.  II.  451)  by 
faying>  "  that  in  the  twelve  years  of  their  refidence,  in  HoU 
land,  they  had  contention  among  themfelves,  divided,  and 
became  invo  churches."  The  tijuo  churches  of  Smith  and 
Robirifoh  fubfn'led  diftindly  and  unconnecledly  before  they 
q^uitted  England.  It  was  to  a'joid  contention  that  the  lat- 
ter removed  from  Amfterdam,  where  the  former  fell  to 
pfeces.  Not  the  leaft  evidence  of  (r<7»/^^//(7/r,  in  the  church 
ef-I^eyden,  appears  in  any  of  our  firft  hiftorians;;  bul 
there  is  the  fulleft  teflimony  of  the  contrary  in  ail  of  them. 
No  divijion  took  place,  till  the  emigration  of  part  of  theiil 
to  Aftierica,  when  the  utmoft  harmony  and  love  were 
manifefted  on  the  occafion. 
H     ^  Sk         X  Morton,  5. 
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The  year  (1609)  in  which  Mn  Robinfou 
Went  to  Leyden,  was  remarkable  for  the  death 
of  Jacobus  Arminius,  one  of  the  Divinity 
Profeffors  in  the  Univerfity  of  that  city^  Be- 
tween his  fucceflbr,  Epifcbpius,  and  the  other 
theological  Profeflbr,  Polyander,  there  wa$ 
much  oppofition  5*  the  former  teaching  the 
dodrine  of  Arminius,  and  the  other  that  of 
Calvin.  The  controverfy  was  fo  bitter^  that 
the  difciples  of  the  one  would  fcarcely  hear 
the  Lectures  of  the  other.  Rdbinfon,  though 
he  preached  conftantly  three  times  in  the 
week,  and  was  much  engaged  in  writing,  at> 
tended  the  difcourfes  of  each ;  and  becaiiie 
matter  of  the  arguments  on  both  fides  of  the 
controverted  queftions.  Being  fully  per- 
fuaded  of  the  truth  of  the  Calvinian  fyftem^ 
and  openly  preaching  it,  his  zeal  and- abilities 
rendered  him  formidable  to  the  Arminians  5 
which  induced  Epifcopius  (161 3)  to  publifh 
feveral  thefes,  and  engage  to  defend  them 
againft  all  oppofers. 

Men  of  equal  abilities  and  learning,  but 
of  different  fentiments,  are^ot  eafily  induced 
to  fubmiflion  ;  efpeciaUy  in  a  country  where 
opinion  is  not  fettered  and  reftrained  by  tl\Q 
ruling  power.     Polyander,  aided  by  the  min- 

ifters 

*  Prince,  29,  36. 
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ifters  of  the  city,  requefted  Robinfon  to  accept 
the  challenge.  Though  his  vanity  was  flat- 
tered by  the  requeft,  yet,  b^ing  a  ftranger,  he 
modeftly  declined  the  combat.  But  their 
prefRng  importunity  prevailed  over  his  rcr 
ludtance  ;  and,  judging  it  to  be  his  duty,  he, 
dn  a  fet  day,  held  a  public  difputation  with 
the  Arminian  Profeffor,  in  prelence  of  a  Very 
numerous  aflembly. 

It  is  ufual,  on  fuch  occafions,  5fer  the  par- 
tlians  on  both  fides  to  claim  the  victory  for 
their  refpedtive  champions.  Whether  It  were 
fo,  at  this  time,  cannot  be  determined,  as  we 
have  no  account  of  the  controverfy  from  the 
Arminian  party.  Governor  Bradford,  who 
was  a  member  of  Robinfon*s  church,  and 
probably  prefent  at  the  difputation,  gives  this 
account  of  it.*  "  He  fo  defended  the  truth, 
and  foiled  the  oppofer,  as  to  put  him  to  an 
apparent  nonplus  in  this  great  and  public 
^'J  audience.  The  fame  he  did  a  fecond  and  a 
third  time,  upon  the  like  occafions  ;  which, 
as  it  caufed  many  to  give  praife  to  God,  that 
the  truth  had  fo  famous  a  victory,  fo  it  pro- 
cured for  Mr.  Robinfon  much  refpe£t  and 
honour  from  thefe  learned  men  and  others." 

When 

*  Prince,  38. 
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When  Robinfon  firft  went  to  Holland, 
he  was  one  of  the  moft  rigid  feparatifts  from 
the  Church  of  England.  He  had  written  iri 
defence  of  the  feparation,  in  anfwer  to  Dr. 
IVilliam  Ames^  whofe  name,  in  the  petu- 
lance of  his  wit,  he  had  changed  to  Amifs,\ 
After  his  removal  to  Holland,  he  met  with 
Dr.  Ames  and  Mr.  Robert  Parker,  an  emi- 
nent Divine  of  Wiltfhire,  who  had  been  obli- 
ged to  fly  thither  from  the  terrors  of  the  High 
Commiflion  Court,  under  the  direction  of 

Archbifhop 

*  Dr.  Ames  was  educated  at  Cambridge,  Under  tile  fa- 
mous Perkins,  and  became  Fellow  of  Chrift's  College.     In 
1 609  he  gave  offence  to  the  Getftlemen  of  the  Univerfity, 
by  preaching  againft  cards  and  diee  ;  and  to  avoid  profe- 
cution  for  non-conformity,  fled  to  Holland.     He  firft  fet-^ 
tied  at  the  Hague,  whence  he  was  invited  by  the  States  of 
Friefland  to  the  chair  of  Theological  ProfefTor  at  Frane- 
ker,  which  he  filled  with  reputation,  for  twelve  years.     He 
was  an  able  controverfial  writer ;  his  ftyle  was  concife, 
and   his    arguments    acute.     He  wrote  feveral  treatifes 
againft  the  Arminians,  befides  his  famous  'Medulla  Theo- 
logies,    He  afterward  removed  to   Rotterdam  ;  but  the 
air  of  Holland  not  agreeing  with  his  conftitution,  he  de- 
termined to  come  to  New-England.     This  was  prevented 
by  his  death,  in  1633.     -^^^  widow  and  family  afterward 
came  over,  and  his  pofterity  have  been  refpeclable  ever 
fmce.     His  valuable  library  became  the  property  of  Har- 
vard College,  where  it  was  confumed  by  fire,  in  1764. 

Prince,  29.     NeaPs  Pur.  II.  47,  265,  &c. 

t  Hubbard's  MS.  Hift.  p.  36, 
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Archbifliop  Bancroft.     In  a  free  converfa- 
tion  with  thefe  gentlemen,  Robinfon  w<^s 
convinced  of  his  miftake,  fubmitted  to  the 
reproof  of  Dr.  Ames,  and  became,  ever  af- 
ter, more  moderate  in  his  fentiments  refpedt- 
ing  reparation.     In  a  took  which  he  pub- 
lifli'ed,  (1610)  he  allowed  and  defended  the 
iawfulnefs    of     communicating    with    the 
Church  of  England,  "  in  the  word  and  pray- 
er," that  IS,  in  the  extempore  prayer,  before 
the  fermon,    though  not  in  the  ufe  of  the 
Liturgy^  nor  in  the  indifcriminate  admillion 
40  the  facraments.     Yet  he  would  allow  the 
pious  members  of  the   Chtirch  of  England, 
and  of  all  the  reformed  churches,  to  commu- 
nicate with  his   church  ;  declaring  that  he 
feparated  from  no   church  ;    but  from  the 
corruptions  of  all  churches*       This    book 
gained  him  the  title  of  a  Semi-feparatift,  and 
was  fo  offenfive  to  the  rigid  Brownifts  of 
Amfterdam,  that  they  would  fearcely  hold 
communion  with  the  Church  of  Leyden. 
Thefe  were  called  Robinfonians  and  Inde- 
pendents ;  but  the  name  by  which  they  dif- 
tinguifhed  themfelves,  was,  a  Congregation- 
al Church. 

Their  grand  principle  was  the  fame  which 

was  afterward  held  and  defended  by  Chilling- 
worth 
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^vorth  and  Hoadley,  that  the  Scriptures,  giv- 
en by  infpiration,  contain  the  true  religion  ; 
that  every  man  has  a  right  to  judge  for  him- 
feliF  of  their  meaning ;  to  try  all  dodrines 
by  them,  and  to  woirfhlp  God  according  to  4 
the  diftates  of  his  own  enlightened  con^ 
fcience."^  They  admitted,  for  truth,  the  dpc^ 
trinal  articles  of  the  Church  of  England,  as 
well  as  of  the  refornijed  churches  iri  France, 
Geneva,  Switzerland,  and  the  United  Prov- 
inces ;'f  allowing  all  their  members  free  com-r 
munion,  and  differing  from  them  only  in 
matters  of  an  ecclefiaftical  nature.  Refpeft^ 
ing  thefe,  they  held,  (i.)   That  no  church 

ought 

*  Prince,  91^—93.     Cotton's  Preface. 

f  The  words  of  Roblnfon  in  his  Apology,  as  cited  by 
Neal,  are  as  follow.         Neal's  Pur.  8vo.  II.  49. 

"  Profitemur  coram  Deo  et  hominibus,  adeo  nobis  con- 
venire  cum  Ecclefiis  reformatis,  Belgicis,  in  re  religionis, 
lit  omnibus  et  fingulis  earundem  Ecclefiarum  fidei  articu- 
lis,  prout  habentur  in  harmonia  confeffioni^m  fidei,  parati 
fumus  fubfcribere.  Ecclefias  reformatas  pro  vevis  et  ge- 
nuinis,  habemus,  cum  iii^em  in  facris  Dei  communionem 
profitemur,  et  quantum  in  nobis  eft,  colimus.  Conciones 
Publicas  ah  illarum  Paftoribus  habitas,  ex  nollris  qui  no- 
runt  linguam  Belgicam  frequentajit.  Sacram  ccenam 
panim  membris,  fi  qua  forte  noftris  ccetibus  interfint  nobis 
cognita,  partieipamus." 
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ought  to  confift  of  more  members  than  can 
conveniently  meet  together  for  worfhip  and 
difcipline.     (2.)  That  every  church  of  Chrift 
iS'  to  confift  only  of  fuch  as  appear  to  believe 
in  and  obey  him.     (3.)  That  any  competent 
number  of  fuch  have  a  right,  \yhen  con- 
science obliges  tjiem,  to  form  themfelves  into 
a  diftindl  church.     {4.)  That  this  incorpora- 
tion is,  by  fome  contract  or  covenant,  exprelP 
ed  or  implied.     (5.)  That,  being  thus  incor^ 
porated,  they  have  a  right  to  choofe  their 
own  officers-.      (6^)  That  thefe  officers  are 
Pajlors  or  teaching  Elders,   Rulifzg  JE^lders 
send  JPeacof2s.      (7.)  That  elders  bHng  cho-r 
fen  and  ordained  have  no  power  to  rule  the 
church    but    by    confent   of   the  brethren. 
(8.)    That  all  elders  and  all  churches   are 
equal  in  refpecSt  of  powers  and  privileges. 
(9.)  With  refpedt  to  ordinances,  they  held, 
that  baptifm  is  to  be  adminiftered  to  vifible  be- 
lievers and  their  infant  children ;  but  they  ad- 
mitted only  the  children  of  communicants  to 
baptifm.    That  the  Lord's  Supper  is  to  be  re- 
ceived fitting  at  the  table  ;  whilft  they  were 
in  Holland,  they  received  it  every  Lord's 
Pay.        That    ecclefiaftical    cenfures    were 
wholly  fpiritual,  and  not  to  be  accompanied 

with 
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with  temporal  penalties.  (lo.)  They  ad- 
mitted no  holy  diiys  but  the  Chriftian  Sab- 
bath, though  they  had  occafionally  days  of 
fafting  and  thankfgiving.  And,  finally,  they 
renounced  all  right  of  human  invention  or 
impofKion  in  religious  matters. 

Having  enjoyed  their  liberty  in  Holland 
eight  or  nine  years,  in  which  time  they  had 
become  acquainted  with  the  country  and  the 
manners  of  its  inhabitants,  they  began  to 
think  of  another  removal  (1617.)  The  rea- 
fons  of  which,  were  thefe,*  (i.)  Moft  of 
them  had  been  bred  to  the  bufmefs  of  huf- 
bandry  in  England  ;  but,  in  Holland,  they 
were  obliged  to  learn  mechanical  trades,  and 
life  various  methods  for  their  fubfiftence, 
which  were  not  fo  agreeable  to  them  as  cul- 
tivation, (2.)  The  language,  manners  and 
habits  of  the  Dutch  were  not  rendered  pleat- 
ing by  familiarity ;  and,  in  particular,  the 
loofe  and  carelefs  manner  in  which  the  Sab- 
bath was  regarded  in  Holland,  gave  them 
great  offence.  (3.)  The  climate  was  un- 
favourable to  their  health  ;  many  of  them 
were  in  the  decline  of  life  ;  their  children, 
opprefled  with  labour  and  difeafe,  became  iu-^ 

firm, 
*  Morton,  3 — 6.     Math.  Mag.  II.  2, 
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firm,  and  the  vigour  of  nature  feerned  to 
abate  at  ati  early  age.  (4.)  The  Ucentiouf- 
jiefs  in  which  youth  was  indulged,  was  a  per- 
nicious example  to  their  children  ;  fome  of 
whorn  became  failors,  others  fbldiers,  arid 
many  were  diflblute  iii  their  morals ;  nor 
could  their  parents  feftrairi  them,  without 
giving  offence,  and  incurring  reproach. 
Thefe  confiderations  afforded  them  the  mel- 
ancholy profpeft,  that  their  ppfterity  would, 
iii  time,  become  fo  mixed  with  the  Dutch, 
as  to  lofe  their  intereft  in  the  Englifli  nation, 
to  which  they  had  a  natural  and  ftrong  atr 
tachmetit  (5.)  They  obfprved,  ^Ifo,  that 
many  other  Englifh  people,  who  had  gone  to 
Holland,  fuffered  in  their  health  and  fub- 
ftance  ;  and  either  returned  home  to  bear  the 
inconveniences  from  which  they  had  fled, 
or  were  reduced  to  poverty  abroad.  For 
thefe  reafons  they  concluded  that  Holland 
was  not  a  country  in  which  they  could  hope 
for  a  permanent  and  agreeable  refidence, 

The  queftion  then  was,  to  what  part  of 
the  world  fhould  they  remove,  where  they 
might  expedl  freedom  from  the  burdens  ui|- 
der  which  they  had  formerly  groaned,  and 
the  bleffings  of  civil  and  religious  liberty, 
which  they  had  lately  enjoyed. 

The< 
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The  Dutch  merchants,  being  apprized  of* 
their  difcontent,  made  them  large  offers,  if 
they  would  go  to  fome  of  their  foreign  plan- 
tations ;  but  their  attachment  to  the  Englifht^ 
nation  and  gorernment  was  invincible**  Sir 
Walter  Raleigh  had,  about  this  time,  raifed 
th^e  fame  of  Guianaj  a  rich  and  fertile  coun- 
try of  America,  between  the  tropics,  bleffed 
with  a  perpetual  fpring,  arid  produ6tive  of 
every  thing  \vhich  could  fatisfy  the  wants  o^ 
man,  with  little  labour.  To  this  country  the: 
views  of  fome  of  the  moft  fanguine  were  dt-^ 
redled  i  but  confidering  that,  in  fuch  warm 
dimates,  difeafes  were  generated,  which  oftea 
proved  fatal  to  European  conftitutions,  and 
that  their  neareft  neighbours  would  be  the 
Spaniards,  who,  though  they  had  not  adliially 
occupied  the  country,  yet  claimed  it  as  their 
own,  and  might  eafily  difpoflefs  them,  as  they 
had  the  French  of  Florida ;  the  major  part^ 
difapproved  of  this  propofal. 

They  then  turned  their  thoughts  toward 
that  part  of  America,  comprehended  under 
the  general  name  of  Virginia,  f  There,  if 
they  fliould  join  the  Colony  already  eftab- 
lifhed,  they  muft  fubmit  to  the  government 
'  of 

*  Hubbard's  MSc  Hi  (lory,  37. 
f  Prince,  50.     Hazard,  I.  359. 
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of  the  Church  of  England.  If  they  fhould 
attempt  a  new  plantation,  the  horrors  of  a 
wildernefs,  and  the  cruelties  of  its  favage  in- 
habitants were  prefented  to  their  view.  It  was 
anfwered,  that  the  Dutch  had  begun  to  plant 
within  thefe  limits,  and  were  unmolefted  ^ 
that  all  great  undertakings  were  attended  with 
difficulties  ;  but  that  the  profpe«£t  of  danger 
did  not  render  the  enterprize  defperate  ;  that, 
fhould  they  remain  in  Holland,  they  were 
not  free  from  danger,  as  a  truce  between  the 
United  Provinces  and  Spain,  which  had  fub- 
fifted  twelve  years,  was  nearly  expired,  and 
preparations  v\rere  making  to  renew  the  war  ; 
that  the  Spaniards,  if  fuccefsful,  might  prove 
as  cruel  as  the  favages  ;  and  that  liberty, 
both  civil  and  religious,  was  altogether  pre- 
carious in  Europe.  Thefe  confiderations  de- 
termined their  views  toward  the  uninhabited 
part  of  North-America,  claimed  by  their  na- 
tive priiice,  as  part  of  his  dominions  ;  and 
their  hope  was,  that  by  emigrating  hither, 
they  might  make  way  for  the  propagation  of 
the  Chriflian  religion  in  a  heathen  land, 
though  (to  ufe  a  phrafe  of  their  own)  "  they 
fhould  be  but  as  flepping-flones  to  others,'* 


who  might  come  after  them. 


Thefe 
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..Thefe  things  were  firft  debated  In  private, 
ind  afterward  propofed  to  the  whole  Congre- 
gation, who,  after  mature  deHberation,  and  a 
devout  addrefs  to  Heaven,  determined  to 
make  application  to  the  Virginia  Company  in 
London,  and  to  inquire  whether  King  James 
would  grant  them  liberty  of  confcience  in 
his  American  dominions.  John  Carver  and 
Robert  Cufliman  were  appointed  their  agents 
on  this  Qccafion,  and  letters  were  written  by 
Mr.  Roblnfon  and  Mr.  Brewfter,  their  ruling 
elder,  in  the  name  of  the  Congregation,  tq 
Sir  Edwin  Sandys  and  Sir  John  Worften-^ 
holme,  two  pririeipal  members  of  the  Vir« 
ginia  Company. 

In  thoie  letters  they  recommended  them- 
felves  as  proper  perfons  for  emigration,*  be- 
caufe  they  were  "  weaned  from  the  delicate 
iriilk  of  their  *own  country,  and  fo  inured  to 
the  difficulties  of  a  ftrange  land,  that  no  fmall 
things  would  difcourage  them,  or  make  them 
wifh  to  return  home  ;  that  they  had  acquired 
habits  of  frugality,  indilftry,  and  felf-denial  | 
and  were  united  in  a  folemn  covenant,  by 
which  they  were  bound  to  feek  the  welfare 
of  the  whole  Company,  and  of  every  indi- 

X  vidual 
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vidual  perfon."  They  alfo  gave  a  fuccindt 
and  candid  account  of  their  religious  princi'=^ 
pies  and  pradlices,  for  the  information  of  the 
King  and  his  Council. 

The'  anfwer  which  they  received  was  as 
favourable  as  they  could  exped:.  The  Vir-^ 
ginia  Company  promifed  them  as  ample  priv- 
ileges a^  were  in  their  power  to  grant.*  It 
was  thought  prudent  not  to  deliver  their  let* 
ter  to  the  King  and  Council ;  but  application 
w^s  made  to  Sir  Robert  Norton,  Secretary  of 
State,  v/ho  em.ployed  his  intereft  with  Arch- 
bifhop  Abbot ;  and  by  means  of  his  media- 
tion, the  King  promifed  to  connive  at  their 
religious  practices  ;  but  he  denied  them  toU, 
eration  under  the  great  feal.  With  this  an- 
fwer, and  fome  private  encouragement,  the 
agents  returned  to  Holland. 

It  was  impoffible  for  them  to  tranfport 
themfelves  to  America,  without  affiftance 
from  the  merchant  adventurers  in  England. 
Further  agency  and  agreements  were  necef- 
iiiry.  The  diffenfions  in  the  Virginia  Com- 
pany were  tedious  and  violent ;  and  it  was 
not  till  after  two  whole  years,  that  all  the 
neceffary  provifions  and  arrangements  could 

be  made  for  their  voyage. 

In 

*  Hubbard,  ^8. 
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In  the  beginning  of  1620,  they  kept  a  fol- 
cmn  day  of  prayer,*  when  Mr.  Robinfon 
d-ellvered  a  difcourfe  from  i  Samuel,  xxiiL 
3,  4  ;  in  which  he  endeavoured  to  remove 
their  doubts,  and  confirm  their  refokuions. 
It  had  been  previoufly  determined,  that  a  part 
of  them  fhould  go  to  America,  and  prepare- 
the  way  for  the  others  ;  and  that  if  a  major 
^;^rt  fhould  confent  to  go,  the  Paftor  fhould 
go  with  them  ;  otherwife,  he  fhould  remaif\ 
in  Holland,  It  was  fouqd,  on  examination^ 
that  though  a  major  part  was  willing  to  go,; 
y€t  they  could  not  all  get  ready  iu  feafon  ;, 
therefore,  the  greater  number  being  obliged^ 
to  ftay,  they  required  Mr.  Robinfon  to  flay, 
with  them.  Mr.  Brewfter,  the  ruling  elder,, 
was  appointed  to  go  with  the  minority,  who 
were  ^'  to  be  an  abfolute  Church  of  thern- 
felves,  as  w^ll  as  thoie  that  fhould  ftay  ;  with 
this  provifo,  that,  as  any  fhould  go  over  or 
return,  they  fhould  be  reputed  as  members, 
without  further  difmiflion  or  teftimonial.'* 
The  others  were  to  follow  as  foon  as  pofTible. 

In  July,  they  kept  another  day  of  prayer, 
when  Mr.  Robinfon  preached  to  them  from 
]^zra  viii.   2i,§  and  concluded  his  difcourfe 

with 
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with  an  exhortation,  which  breathes  a  noble 
fpirit  of  Chriftian  liberty,  and  gives  a  juft 
idea  of  the  fentiments  of  this  excellent 
divine,  whofe  charity  was  the  more  con*i 
ipicuous,  becaufe  of  his  former  narrow  prin- 
ciples, and  the  general  bigotry  of  the  re- 
formed minifters  and  churches  of  that  day* 

^^  Brethren,  (faid  he,)  we  are  now  quickly 
to  part  from  one  another,  and  whether  I 
may  ever  live  to  fee  your  face  on  earth  any 
more,  the  God  of  heaven  only  knows ; 
but  whether  the  Lord  hath  appointed  that 
or  not,  I  charge  you  before  God  and  his 
bleifed  angels,  that  you  follow  me  no  farther, 
than  you  have  feen  me  follow  the  Lord 
Jefus  Chrift. 

"  If  God  reveal  any  thing  to  you,  by  any 
other  inftrument  of  his,  be  ^s  ready  to  re- 
ceive it,  as  ever  you  were  to  receive  any 
truth  by  my  miniftry  ;  for  I  am  verily 
perfuaded' — I  am  very  confident,  that  the 
Lord  has  more  truth  yet  to  break  forth 
out  of  his  holy  word.  For  rny  part,  I  can- 
not fuiEciently  bewail  the  condition  of  the 
reformed  churches,  who  are  come  to  a 
period  in  religion,  and  will  go,  at  prefent^ 
no  further   than  the  inftruments  of  their 

reformationo 
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reformation.  The  Lutherans  cannot  be 
drawn  to  go  beyond  what  Luther  faw  : 
Whatever  part  of  his  will  our  good  God 
has  revealed  to  Calvin,  they  will  rather  die 
than  embrace  it.  And  the  Calvinifts,  you 
fee,  ftick  fall  where  they  were  left,  by  that 
great  man  of  God,  who  yet  faw  not  all 
-jdiings. 

"This is  a mifery  much  to  be  lamented  ;  for 
though  they  were  burning  and  fhining  lights 
in  their  tim.es,  yet  they  penetrated  not  into 
the  whole  counfel  of  God  ;  but  were  th^y 
now  living,  would  be  as  willing  to  embrace 
further  light,  as  that  which  they  firft  received, 
I'befeech  you,  remember,  it  is  an  article  of 
your  church  covenant,  "  That  you  be  ready 
to  receive  v/hatever  truth  fliall  be  made 
known  to  you,  from  the  written  word  of 
God."  Remember  that,  and  every  other 
article  of  your  facred  covenant.  But  I  mufl^^ 
herewithal,  exhort  you  to  take  heed  what 
you  receive  as  truth.  Examine  it,-  confider 
it,  and  compare  ir  with  other  fcriptures  of 
truth,  before  you  receive  it ;  for  it  is  not 
poffible  that  the  Chriftiau  world  fhould  come 
{q  lately  out  of  fuch  thick  antichriftian  dark- 

nefs, 
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nefs,  and  that  perfedtion  of  knowledge  fhould 
break  forth  at  once. 

*^  I  mufl   alfo   advife   you    to    abandan^ 
avoid,  and  fhake  off  the  name  of  Brown-^^ 
1ST.    It  is  a  mere  nick-name;  and  a  brand 
fo^i  the  making  religion,  and  the  profefTors. 
of  it,  odious  to.  the  Chriftian  world." 

Having  faid  this,  with  fome  other  thing^^ 
relating  to  their  private  condu<5l,  he  devoutly 
committed  them,  to  the  (^are  and  prote£tio%r 
of  Divine  Providence. 

On  the  2ift  of  July,  the  intended  paflen-. 
gers  quitted  Ley  den,  to  embark  at  Delftr!.; 
haven,   to  which  place  they  were  accom- 
panied  by    many    of    their    brethren    and.^ 
friends,:,  fever al  of  vv^hom  had  come  from- 
Amfterdam   to   take   their   leave  of  them<t 
The  evening  was  fpent,  till  very  l9,te,  iai 
friendly  converfation  ;  and  the  next  mora'^j 
ing,  the  wind   being  fair,   they  went  on 
board  ;   where  Mr.  Robinfon,  on  his  knees, 
in   a  moft   ardent   and   aifectionate   prayetjT' 
again  committed  them  to  their  divine  Pro- 
teGor,  and  with  many  tears,  they  parted. 

After  their  arrival  in  New-Engiand,  he- 
kept  up  a  friendly  correfpondence  with 
them. ;   and  when   any  of  them    went   to 

Europe, 
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Europe,  they  were  received  by  him  with 
the  moll  cordial  welcome.  The  difficulties 
which  then  attended  a  voyage  acrofs  the 
Atlantic,  the  expenfe  of  an  equipment  for 
a  new  Colony,  and  the  hardfhips  neceflarily 
incident  to  a  plantation  in  a  diftant  wilder- 
nefs,  proved  a  burden  alm.oft  too  great  for 
thofe  who  came  over.  They  lud  a  hard 
ftruggle  to  fupport  themfelves  here,  and  pay 
the  debts  which  they  had  contradted  in 
England  ;  whilft  thofe  who  remained  in 
HoJland,  were  in  general  too  poor  to  bear 
the  expenfe  of  a  removal  to  America,  with- 
out the  help  of  their  brethren  who  had  comt? 
before  them,  Thefe  things  prevented  Mti 
Robinfon  from  gratifying  his  earneft  defir«* 
to  vifit  his  American  brethren,  and  their 
equally  ardent  wilh  to  fee  him,  till  he  was 
removed  by  death  to  a  better  country.^ 

He 

*  Morton  in  his  Memorial  (p.  86)  fays,  that  "  his  and 
their  adverfaries  had  long  been  plotting  how  they  might 
hinder  his  coming  to  New-England."  Hutchinibn  (VoL 
il.  p. 454)  fays,  "  he  was  prevented  by  difappointmentst  from 
thofe  in  England,  who  undertook  to  provide  for  the 
palTage  of  him  and  his  Congregation.'*  Whether  thefe 
difappointments  were  defigned  or  unavoidable,  cannot 
now  be  determined.  Candour  would  lead  us  to  fuppofe 
the  latter.  But  the  former  fuppofition  is  within  the 
limits  of  credibilitya 
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,  ^He  continued  with  his  church  atLeyderiy 
in  good  health,  and  with  a  fair  profpeO:  of 
living  to  a  more  advanced  age,  till  Saturday^ 
the  2 2d  of  February,  1625,  when  he  was 
feized  with  an  inward  ague  ;  which,  how:^ 
ever  diftreffing,  did  not  prevent  his  preach- 
ing twice;  on  the  next  day.*  Through  the 
following  week,  his  difcrder  Increafed  in  ma- 
lignity, and  on  Saturday,  March  i,  put  an 
end  to  his  valuable  life  ;  in  the  fiftieth  year 
of  his  age,  and  in  the  height  of  his  reputa- 
tion and  ufefulnefs. 

Mr.  Robinfon  v/as  a  man  of  a  good  genius^ 
quick  penetration,  ready  wit,  great  mxodefty, 
integrity  and  candour.  His  claffic  literature 
and  acutenefs  in  difputation  were  acknowl- 
edged by  his  adverfaries.  His  manners 
were  eafy,  courteous  and  obliging*  His 
preaching  was  inftrudive  and  affeiSting. 
Though  in  his  younger  years  he  was  rigid 
in  his  feparation  from  the  Epifcopal  Church, 
by  whofe  governors  he  and  his  friends  were 
treated  with  unrelenting  feverity,  yet  when 
convinced  of  his  error,  he  openly  acknowl- 
edged it,  and  by  experience  and  converfation 
with  good  men,  he  became  moderate  and 

charitable, 

*  CoUedlons  of  the  Hiftorical  Society  for  1795,  p.  4^- 
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charitable,  without  abating  his  zeal  for  ftridt 
and  real  religion.  It  is  always  a  fign  of  a 
good  heart,  when  a  man  becomes  mild  and 
candid  as  he  grows  in  years.  This  was  emi- 
nently true  of  Mr.  Robinfono  He  learned  to 
efteem  all  good  men  of  every  religious  per- 
fuafion,  and  charged  his  flock  to  maintain 
the  like  candid  and  benevolent  condudt. 
His  fentiments  refpe<£ting  the  reformers  as 
expreflfed  in  his  valedictory  difcourfe,  will 
entail  immortal  honour  to  his  memory  ;  evi- 
dencing his  accurate  difcernment,  his  inflexible 
honefty,  and  his  fervent  zeal  for  truth  and  a 
good  confciencei  He  vvas  alfo  pofTelTed  in 
an  eminent  degree  of  the  talent  of  peace- 
making, and  was  happy  in  compofmg  dif- 
ferences among  neighbours  and  in  families  .5 
fa  that  peace  and  unity  were  preferved  in 
his  congregation.*  It  is  faid  that  "  fuch  was 
the  reciprocal  love  and  refpeQ:  betw^een  him 
and  his  flock,  that  it  might  be  faid  of  them 
as  it  was  faid  of  the  Emperor  Marcus  Aure- 
lius  and  the  people  of  Rome,  that  it  was  hard 
to  judge,  whether  he  delighted  more  in  hav- 
ing fuch  a  people,  or  they  in  having  fuch  a 
Paftor."  Befides  his  fingular  abilities  in 
Y  moral 

*  Hazard,  I.  355, 
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moral  and  theological  matters,  he  was  veiy 
difcerning  and  prudent  in  civil  affairs,  and 
able  to  give  them  good  advice  in  regard  to 
their  fecular  and  political  eondudt.  He  v^as 
highly  efteemed,  not  only  by  his  own  flock, 
but  by  the  magiftracy  and  clergy  of  Ley- 
den,  who  gave  him  the  ufe  of  one  of  their 
churches,  in  the  chancel  of  which  he  was 
buried.  Mr.  Prince,  vv^ho  vifited  that  city  in 
1714*,  fays  that  the  mod  ancient  people  then 
living  told  him  from  their  parents,  that  the 
whole  city  and  univerfity  regarded  him  as 
a  great  and  good  man,  vv^hofe  death  they  fm- 
cerely  lamented  j  and  that  they  honoured  his 
funeral  with  their  ptefence. 

-  This  event  proved  the  diflblutlon  of  the 
church  over  which  he  had  prefided  at  Ley- 
den.  Some  of  them  removed  to  Amfterdam, 
fome  to  other  parts  of  the  Netherlands,  and 
others  came  to  New-England,  among  whom 
were  his  widow  and  children.  His  fon 
Ifaac  lived  to  the  age  of  ninety,  and  left  male 
pofterity  in  the  county  of  Barnftable. 


*  Annals,  p.  1 60. 
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VV  E  have  no  particulars  of  the  life 
of  Mr.  Carver,  previous  to  his  appointment 
as  one  of  the  agents  of  the  Englifl^  Congre- 
gational Church,  in  Leyden.*  At  that  tiinue 
he  vp-as  in  high  efteem,  as  a  grave,  pious, 
prudent,  judicious  man,  and  fufbained  the 
office  of  a  deacon.  In  the  letters  viTitten 
fay  Sir  Edwin  Sandys,  of  the  Virginia  Com- 
pany, to  Mr.  Robinfon,  the  agents  are  faid 
to  have  "  carried  themfelves  with  good  dif- 
cretion." 

The  bufmefs  of  the  agency  v^as  long  de- 
layed by  the  difcontents  and  factions  in  the 
Company  of  Virginia,by  the  removal  of  their 
former  Treafurer,  Sir  Thomas  Smith,  and  the 
enmity  between  him  and  Sir  Edwin  Sandys, 
his  fucceffor.  At  length,  a  patent  was  ob- 
tained, under  the  Company's  fea! ;  but,  by 
the  advice  of  fome  friends,  it  was  taken  in 
the  name  of  John  Wincob,  a  religious  gen- 
tleman, belonging  to  the  family  of  the  Coun- 
tefs  of  Lincoln,  who  intended  to  accompany 
the  adventurers  to   America.     This  patent 

and 
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and    the    propofals  of  Thomas  Weflon  of 
London,  merchant,   and  other  perfons  who 
appeared  friendly  to  the  defign,  were  carried 
to  Leyden  in  the  autumn  of  1619,  for  the 
ccnfi deration  of  the  people.     At  the  fame 
time  there  was  a  plan    forming  for  a  new 
council  in  the  Weft  of  England,  to   fuper- 
intend  the  plantation  and  filhery  of  North 
Virginia,  the  name  of  which  was  changed 
to  New- England J^     To  this  expected  eftab- 
lifhment,  Wefton,  and  the  other  m.erchants 
began  to   inciincj  chiefly  from  the  hope  of 
prefent   gain  by  the  fifhery.     This  caufed 
feme  embarrafTmxnt,  and  a  variety  of  opin- 
ions ;    but,  confidering  that  the  council  for 
New-England  was  not  yet  incorporated,  and 
that  if  rhey  fhould  wait  for  that  event,  they 
might  be  detained  another  year,  before  w^hich 
time  the  war  between  the  Dutch  and  the 
Spaniards  might  be  renew^ed,   the   majority 
concluded   to  take   the   patent,    which  had 
been  obtained  from  the  Company  of  South 
Virginia,  and   emigrate  to  fome   place  near 
Hudfcn's    River,  which  was   within   their 
territory. 

The 

*  See  Vcl.  I.  p.  ^06. 
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The  next  fpring,  (1620)  Wefton  himfelf 
went,  over  to  Leyden,  where  the  people  en- 
tered into  articles  of  agreement  with  him, 
both  for  ihipping  and  money,  to  affill  in 
their  tranfportation.  Carver  and  Cuihmau 
were  again  fent  to  London,  to  receive  the 
money  and  provide  for  the  voyage.  When 
they  came  there,  they  found  the  other  mer- 
chants  fo  very  pennricus  and  fevere,  that 
they  were  obliged  to  confent  to  forne  altera- 
tion in  the  articles  ;  which  though  not  rel- 
iihed  by  their  ccnilituents,  yet  were  fo  ftrong- 
ly  infilled  on,  that  without  them,  the  w^hole 
adventure  muft  have  been  fruftrated. 

The  articles,  with  their  amendments,  were 
thefe.*  "  ( !•)  The  adventurers  and  planters 
do  agree,  that  every  perfon  that  goeth,  being 
fixteen  years  old  and  upward,  be  rated  at  ten 
pounds ;  and  that  ten  pounds  be  accounted 
a  fmgle  fhare.  (2.)  That  he  that  goeth  in 
perfon,  and  furni£heth  himfelf  out  with  ten 
pounds,  either  in  money  or  other  provifions, 
be.  accounted  as  having  twenty  pounds  in 
frock,  and  in  the  divifion  ihall  receive  a  double 
fhare.  (3.)  The  perfons  tranfported  and 
the  adventurers    ihall    continue   their  joint 

flock 

*  Hubbard's  MS,  40.     Hazard's  Colkaions,  J.  87^ 
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ftock  and  partnerfliip,  the  fpace  oi  /even 
vearsj  except  fome  unexpected  impediments 
do  caufe  the  whole  Company  to  agree  other- 
wife  ;  during  which  time  all  profits  and  ben- 
efits that  are  gotten  by  trade,  traffic,  truck- 
ing, working,  fifhing,  or  any  other  means, 
of  any  other  perfon  or  perfons,  fhall  remain 
ftill  in  the  common  Jiock^  until  the  divifiorL 
(4.)  That  at  their  coming  there,  they  fhall 
choofe  out  fuch  a  number  of  fit  perfons,  as 
may  fuinifh  their  fhips  and  boats,  for  fifhing 
upon  the  fea ;  employing  the  refl,  in  their 
feveral  faculties,  upon  the  land  ;  as  building 
houfes,  tilling  and  planting  the  ground,  and 
making  fuch  commodities  as  fhall  be  mofl 
ufeful  for  the  Colony,  (5.)  That  at  the  end 
of  the  feven  years,  the  capital  and  profits,  viz. 
the  houfes,  lands,  goods  and  chattels  be 
equally  divided  among  the  adventurers  ;  if 
any  debt  or  detriment  concerning  this  ad- 
venture*— ' —  (6.)  Whofoever  cometh  to 
the  Colony  hereafter,  or  putteth  any  thing  into 
the  flock,  fhall,  ^t  the  end  of  the  feven  years 
be  allowed  proportionally  to  the  time  of  his 
fo  doing.     (7.)  He  that  fhall  carry  his  wife, 

or 

*  Here  fomethmg  feems  to  be  wanting  which  cannot 
now  be  fupplled. 
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or  children,  or  Servants,  fhall  be  allowed  for 
every  perfon,  now  aged  fixteen  years,  and 
upward,  a  fingle  fhare  in  the  divifion ;  or  if 
he  provide  them  neceffaiies,  a  double  fhare  j 
or  if  they  be  between  ten  years  old  and  fix- 
teen, then  two  of  them  to  be  reckoned  for  a 
perfon,  both  in  tranfportation  and  divifion* 
(8.)  That  fuch  children  as  now  go,  and  are 
\inder  ten  years  of  age,  have  no  other  fhare 
in  the  divifion,  than  fifty  acres  of  unmanur- 
ed  land.  (9.)  That  fuch  perfons  as  die  be- 
fore thefeven  years  be  expired,their  executors 
to  have  their  parts  or  fhares,  at  the  divifion  ; 
proportionally  to  the  time  of  their  life  in  the 
Colony.  (lo.)  That  all  fuch  perfons  as  are 
of  the  Colony,  are  to  have  meat,  drink  and 
apparel  out  of  the  common  flock  and  goods 
of  the  faid  Colony.'* 

The  difference  between  the  articles  as  firft 
agreed  on,  and  as  finally  concluded,  lay  in 
thefe  two  points,  (i.)  In  the  former,  it 
was  provided  that  *'  the  houfes  and  lands 
improved,  efpecially  gardens  and  home-fields^ 
fhould  remain  undivided,  wholly  to  the 
planters  at  the  end  of  the  feven  years  j"  butj 
in  the  latter,  the  houfes  and  lands  were  to  be 
equally  divided.      (2.)  In  the  former,  the 

pJanters 
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planters  were  "  alloXved  tvv  o  days  in  the  weel', 
for  their  own  private  employment,  for  the 
comfort  of  themfelves  and  families,  efpecial-' 
iy:^  fuch  as  had  them  to  take  care  for.'*  In 
the  latter,  this  article  was  wholly  omitted.- 

On  thefe  hard  conditions,  and  with  this 
fmall  encouragement,  the  pilgrims  of  Leyden, 
fiipported  by  a  pious  confidence  in  the  Su-* 
preme  Difpofer  of  all  things,  and  animated 
by  a  fortitude  J  refulting  from  the  fteady- 
principles  of  the  religion,  which  they  profef- 
fed,  determined  to  call  themfelves  on  the  care 
of  Divine  Providence,  and  embark  for 
America* 

With  the  proceeds  of  their  o\Vn  eftates, 
put  into  a  common  ftock,  and  the  affiftancd 
of  the  merchants^  to  whom  they  had  mort« 
gaged  their  labour  and  trade  for  feven  years, 
two  veffels  were  provided.  One  in  Holland, 
of  fixty  tons,  called  the  Speedwell,  command-^ 
ed  by  a  Captain  "Reynolds,  which  was  in-* 
tended  to  tranfport  fome  of  them  to  Ameri-^ 
ca,  and  there  to  remain  in  their  fervice,  one 
year,  for  fifhing  and  other  ufes.  Another  of 
one  hundred  and  eighty  tons,  called  the 
May-flower,  was  chartered  by  Mr.  Cuih- 
man  in  London,  and  fent  round  to  Southamp- 
ton 
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tm  in  Hampfhire,  whither  Mr.  Carver  went 
to  fuperintend  her  equipment.  This  veffel; 
was  coD^manded  by  a  Captain  Jones,  and  af- 
t^r  difcharging  her  paffengers  in  America, 
was  to  return  to  England.  Seven  hundred 
pounds  fterling  were  expended  in  proviiions 
and  ftores,  and  other  neceffary  preparations  ; 
and  the  value  of  the  trading  venture  which 
they  carried  was  feventeen  hundred  pounds. 
Mr.  Wefton  came  from  London  to  South- 
ampton, to  fee  them  difpatched-  The  Speed-^ 
well,  whh  the  paffengers,  havjqg  arrived 
there  from  Leyden,  and  the  neceifary  officers 
being  chofen  to  govern  the  people  and  take 
care  of  the  provifions  and  ftores  on  the 
voyage;  both  fhips,  carrying  one  hundred 
and  twenty  paffengers,  failed  from  So>^th^ 
ampton  on  the  fifth  day  of  Auguit,  1620. 

They  had  not  failed  many  leagues,,  dovs^n 
the  channel,  before  Reynolds,  Mafler  of  the 
Speedwell,  complained  that  his  vefTel  was  too 
leaky  to  proceed.*  Both  (hips  then  put  in 
at  Dartmouth,  where  the  Speedv/ell  was 
fearched  and  repaired ;  and  the  workmen 
judged  her  fufficient  for  the  voyage.  On  the 
twenty-firfl  of  Auguft,  they  put  to  fea  again ; 
Z  andj 

*  Prince,  71.    Morton,  15* 
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and,  having  failed  in  company  about  one 
hundred  leagues,  Reynolds  renewed  his  com- 
plaints againft  his  fhip  ;  declaring,  that  by 
conftant  pumping  he  could  fcarcely  keep  her 
above  Watlsr  ;  -  on  which,  both  ihips  again  put 
back  to  Plymouth.  Another  fearch  was 
made,  and  no  defe(5t  appearing,  the  leaky 
condition  of  the  fhip  Was  judged  to  be  owing 
to  her  general  weaknefs,  and  Ihe  was  pro-" 
nounced  unfit  for  the  voyage.  About  twen- 
ty of  the  pafTengers  went  on  fhcre*  The 
others,  with  their  provifions,  were  received 
on  board  the  May-flower  ;  and,  on  the  fixth 
of  September,  the  Company,  confiding  of 
one  hundred  and  one  paiTengers,  (befides  the 
fhip's  officers  and  crew)  took  their  laft  leave 
of  England,  having  confumed  a  whole  month 
In  thefe  vexatious  and  expenfive  delays. 

The  true  caufes  of  thefe  mifadventures  did 
hot  then  appear.  One  was,  that  the  Speeds- 
well  was  overmafted  ;  which  error  being 
remedied,  the  veflel  afterward  made  feveral 
fafe  and  profitable  voyages.  But  the  prin- 
cipal caufe  was  the  deceit  of  the  Mafter  and 
crew  ;  who  having  engaged  to  'remain  W 
whole  year  in  the  fervice  of  the  Colony,  and 
apprehending  hard  fare  in  that  employment, 
.     •  were 


C    A    R    V    E    R.  187 

•were  glad  of  fuch  an  excufe  to  rid  themfelves 
of  the  bargain. 

The  May-flower,  Jones,  proceeded  with 
fair  winds  in  the  former  part  of  her  voyage  ; 
and  then  met  with  bad  weather  and  contra- 
ry winds,  fo  that  for  feveral  days  no  fail  could 
be  carried.  The  fhip  laboured  fo  much  in 
the  fea,  that  one  of  the  main  beams  fprung, 
which  renewed  the  fears  and  diftrefs  of  the 
paflengers.  They  had  then  made  about  one 
half  of  their  voyage,  and  the  chief  of  the 
Company  began  a  confultation  with  the  com^ 
mander  of  the  Ihip,  whether  it  were  better 
%o  proceed  or  to  return.  But  one  of  the  paf- 
fengers  having  on  board  a  large  iron  fcrew,  it 
was  applied  to  the  beam,  and  forced  it  into 
its  place.  This  fuccefsful  effort  determined 
them  to  proceed. 

No  other  particulars  of  this  long  and  te- 
dious voyage  are  preferved  ;*  but  that  the 
fliip  being  leaky,  and  the  people  clofe  flowed, 
were  continually  wet ;  that  one  young  man,  a 
fervant  of  Samuel  Fuller,  died  at  fea ;  and  that 
one  child  was  born,  and  called  Oceanus\  he 
was  fon  of  Stephen  Hopkins. 

On 

*  Smith,  230c 
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On  the  ninth  of  November,  at  break  of 
day^  they  made  land,  whiqj»  proved  to  be  the 
white  fandy  cliffs  of  Cape  Cod.  This  land- 
fall being  further  northward  than  they  in- 
tt^nded,they  immediately  put  about  thefhip  to 
the  fouthward  ;  and,  before  noon,  found 
themfelves  among  ftioals  and  breakers.* 
Had  they  purfued  their  fouthern  courfe,  as 
the  weather  was  fine,  they  might,  in  a  few 
hours  more,  have  found  an  opening,  and 
pafTed  fafely  tothe  weftward,  agreeably  to  their 
original  defign,  which  was  to  go  to  Hud* 
fon's  Riven  But  having  been  fo  long  at  fea, 
the  fight  of  any  land  was  welcome  to  women 
aad  childreh  ;  the  new  danger  was  formida- 
ble ;  and  the  eagernefs  of  the  pafiengers  to 
be  fet  on  fhore  was  irrefiftible.  Thefe  cir- 
cumftances,  coinciding  with  the  fecret  views 
of  the  Mailer,  who  had  been  prcmifed  a  re* 
ward  by  feme  agents  of  the  Dutch  Weft-In- 
dia Company,  if  he  would  not  carry  them  to 
Hudfon's  River,f  induced  him  to  put  about 

to 

-  ^  *  Thefe  flioals  lie  off  the  fouth-eafl:  extremity  of  the  cape, 
which  was  called  by  Gofnold,  Point  Care,  by  the  Dutch 
and  French,  Maleharre,  and  is  new  known  by  the  name  of 
Sandy-Point, 

f  Cf  this  plot  between  Jones  and  the  Dutch,  Secretary 
Morton  fays  he  had  certain  intelligence.  . 

Memorial,  p.  61-. 
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i6  the  hortliWat'd.  Before  night,  the  fhip 
was  clear  of  the  danger.  The  next  day  they 
doubled  the  northern  extremity  of  the  Cape, 
(Race-Point)  and,  a  ftorm  coming  on,  the 
fhip  was  brought  to  anchor  in  Cape  Cod 
harbour,  where  fhe  lay  perfedly  fecure  from 
winds  and  ihoals. 

This  harbour,  being  in  the  forty-fecond 
degree  of  north  latitude,  was  without  the 
territory  of  the  South  Virginia  Company. 
The  charter  which  thefe  emigrants  had  re- 
ceived from  them,  of  courfe  became  ufelefs. 
Some  fymptoms  of  faction,  at  the  fame  time, 
appearing  among  the  fervants,  who  had  been 
received  on  board  in  England,  purporting 
that  when  on  fhore  they  fhould  be  under  no 
government,  and  that  one  man  would  be  as 
good  as  another  ;*  it  was  thought  proper, 
by  the  moft  judicious  perfons,  to  have  re- 
courfe  to  natural  law ;  and  that,  before  dif- 
embarkation,  thev  fhould  enter  into  an  afTo- 
ciation,  and  combine  themfelves  in  a  political 
body,  to  be  governed  by  the  majority.  To 
this  they  confented  ;  and,  after  folemn  pray- 
er and  thankfgiving,  a  written  inflrument  be- 
ing 

*  Mourt's  Relation,  In  Purchas,  vol.  v.  1843.     Prince, 
84.     Hutch.  II.  456,  . 
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ing  drawn,  they  fubfcribed  it  with  their  owa 
hands,  and,  by  a  unanimous  vote,  chofe 
John  Carver  their  governor  for  one  year^ 

The  inftrument  was  conceived  in  thefe 
terms.  "  In  the  name  of  God,  Amen.  We 
whofe  names  are  underwritten,  the  loyal  fub-» 
je£ts  of  our  dread  fovereignLord,  King  James, 
by  the  grace  of  God,  of  Great«Britain,  France 
and  Ireland,  King,  Defender  of  the  faith,  &c. 
having  undertaken,  for  the  glory  of  God,  and 
a.dvancement  of  the  Chriftian  faith,  and  hon- 
our of  our  King  and  country,  a  voyage,  to 
plant  the  firfl  Colony  in  the  northern  parts 
of  Virginia,  do,  by  thefe  prefents,  folemnly 
and  mutually,  in  the  pre  fence  of  GOD  and 
of  one  another,  covenant  and  combine  our- 
fdves  together  into  a  civil  body  politic,  for 
our  better  ordering  and  prefervaticn,  and  fur-? 
therance  of  the  ends  aforefaid  ;  and,  by  vir-r 
tue  hereof,  to  enaft,  conftitute  and  frame 
fuch  j  uft  and  equal  Iav.^s  and  ordinances,  a<Sls^ 
conffitutions  and  offices,  from  time  to  time, 
as  (hall  be  thought  mofl;  meet  and  convex 
nient,for  the  general  good  of  the  Colony,  un- 
to which  we  promife  all  due  fubjedion  ancj 
obedience.  In  witnefs  vv^hereof,  we  have 
hereunto  fubfcribed  our  names,  at  Cape  Cod^ 
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the  eleventh  day  of  November,  in  the  year  of 
the  reign  of  our  fovereign  Lord,  King  Jatnesl 
of  England,  France  and  Ireland,  the  eigh- 
teenth,  and    of  Scotland   the    fifty-fourth.v 
Anno  Domini  1620."  j 

Government 

X  The  names  of  the  fubfcribers  are  placed  in  the  follotv^- 
ing  order  by  Secretary  Morton  ;  but  Mr.  Prince,  with  his- 
ufual  accuracy,  has  compared  the  liii  with  Governor  Brad- 
ford's MS.  Hlftory,  and  added  their  titles,  and  the 
number  of  each  one's  family  which  came  ovet  at  this  time ; 
obferving  that  fome  left  the  whole^  and  others  part  of  their- 
families,  either  in  England  or  Holland,  who  came  ovej; 
afterward.  He  has  alfo  been  fo  curious  as  to  note  thofi.^ 
who  brought  their  wives,  marked  with  a  (f)  and  thofff* 
who  died  before  the  end  of  the  next  March,  diftinguifhed 
by  an  afterifm  {*). 


Mr.  John  Carver,  f  8 

Mr.  William  Bradford,  f  2 
Mr.  Edward  Winflow,  f  5 
Mr.  William  Brewfter,  f  6 
Mr.  Ifaac  Allerton,  f  6 
Capt.  Miles  Standifh,  f  2 
John  Alden,  i 

Mr.  Samuel  Fuller,  2 

*Mr.  Chriftopher  Martln,f  4 

*  Mr.  William  Mullins,  f  5 

*  Mr.  William  White,  f    5 
[bejides  afon  born  in  Caps 
Cod  harbour i  and  na??:ed 
Peregrine*"] 

Mr.  Richard  Warren,        i 
John  Howland,   [of  Car- 
ver's family.] 


Mr.  Stephen  Hopkins,  f    8 

*  Edward  Tilly,  f  4 

*  John  filly,  f  $ 
Francis  Cook,  2 

*  Thoiiias, Rogers,  2 

*  Thomas  Tinker,  f  3 

*  John  Ridgdale,  f  2 

*  Edward  Fuller,  f  3 

*  John  Turner,  3 
Francis  Eaton,  f  3 

*  James  Chilton,  f  3 

*  John  Crackiton,  •» 
John  Billington,  f  4 

*  Mofes  Fletcher,  1 

*  John  Goodman,  2 

*  Degory  Priefl,  i 

*  Thomas  Williams,  1 


Gilbert 
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Government  being  thus  regularly  eftab- 
lifhed,  on  a  truly  republican  principle,  fixteen 
armed  men  were  fent  on  fhore,  *as  foon  as 
the  weather  Would  permit,  to  fetch  wood 
and  make  difcoveries.§  They  returned  at 
night,  with  a  boat-load  of  juniper  wood  ; 
and  made  report,  "  that  they  found  the  land 
to  be  a  narrow  neck,  having  the  harbour  on 
one  fide,  and  the  ocean  on  the  other  ^  that 
the  ground  confifted  of  fand-hills,  like  the 
Downs  in  Holland  ;  that  in  fome  places  the 
foil  was  black  earth  "  a  fpit's  depth  ;"  that 
the  trees  were  oak,  pine,  faflafras,  juniper, 
birch,  holly,  afh,  and  walnut ;  that  the  foreft 
was  open  and  without  underwood  ;  that  no 
inhabitants,  houfes,  nor  frefh  water  were  to 
be  feen."  This  account  was  "as  much  as 
could  be  colle£bed  in  one  Saturday's  after- 
noon.    The  next  day  they  refted. 

Whilft 


Gilbert  Winflow,  i 

*  Edmund  Margefon,        i 
Peter  Brown,  i 

*  Richard  Britteridge,       i 
George   Soule,    [of  Ed- 
ward Window's  family.] 

*  Richard  Clarke,  i 
Richard  Gardiner,  i 


*  John  Allerton,  i 

*  Thomas  Engliih,  ■  i 
Edward  Dotey,  Tboth  ef 
Edward  Leifter,  j  Stephen 

[Hopkins's  family. 

Total  perfons,        lox 


Of  whom  were  fubfcribers,       4.1 
§  Mourt*s  Relation, 
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Whllfl  they  lay. ,  in  this  harbour,  wlaich 
Was  the  fpace  of  five  weeks,  they  faw  gneat 
flocks  of  fea-fowl   and  whales,   every   day 
playing  about  them<      The  mafter  and  mate, 
who  had  been  acquainted  with  the  fifhery, 
in  the  northern  feas  of  Europe,  fuppofed  that 
they  mighty  in  that  time,  have  made  oil,  tb 
the  value  of  three  or  four  thoufand  pounds. 
It  was  too  late  in  the  feafon  for  cod  ;  and, 
indeed,  they  caught  none  but  fmall  fifli,  near 
the  fhore,  and  fhell-fifli.     The  margin  of  the 
fea  was  fo  fhallow,  that  they  were  obliged  to 
wade  afhore  ;  and,  the  weather  being  fevere, 
many  of  them  took  colds  and  coughs,  which, 
in  the  courfe  of  the  winter,  proved  mortal. 

On  Monday,  the  thirteenth  of  November, 
the  women  went  alhore,  under  a  guard,  to 
wafh  their  clothes  5  and  the  men  were  impa- 
tient for  a  further  difcovery.  The  fhallop^, 
which  had  been  cut  down  and  flowed  be- 
tween decks,  needed  repairing,  in  which  fev- 
enteen  days  were  employed.  Whilft  this 
was  doing,  they  propofed  that  excurfions 
might  be  made  on  foot.  Much  caution  was 
aeceffary  in  an  enterprize  of  this  kind,  in  ^ 
new  and  favage  country,  ilfter  confultation 
and  preparation,  fixteen  men  were  equipped 
A  A  with 
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with  mufket  and  ammunition,  fword  and 
Gorflet,  under  the  command  of  Captain  Miles 
Standifh,  who  had  William  Bradford,  Ste- 
phen Hopkins  and  Edward  Tilly  for  his 
Council  of  War.  After  many  in{lru£bions 
given,  they  were  rather  permitted  than  or- 
dered to  go,  and  the  time  of  their  abferice 
Was  limited  to  two  days. 

When  they  had  travelled  one  mile  by  the 
fliore,  they  faw  five  Or  fix  of  the  natives, 
who,  on  fight  of  them,  fied.  They  attempt- 
ed to  purfiie  ;  and,  lighting  on  their  track, 
followed  them  till  night  ;  but  the  thickets 
through  which  they  had  to  pafs,  the  weight 
of  their  armour,  and  their  debility,  after  a 
long  voyage,  made  them  an  unequal  match, 
in  point  of  travelling,  to  thefe  nimble  fons  of 
nature.  They  refted,  at  length,  by  a  fpring, 
which  afforded  them  the  firft  refrefhing 
draught  of  American  water. 

The  difcoveries  made  in  this  march  w^ere 
few,  but  novel  and  amufing.  In  one  place 
they  found  a  deer-trap,  made  by  the  bending 
of  a  young  tree  to  the  earth,  with  a  noofe 
under  ground,  covered  with  acorns.  Mr. 
Bradford's  foot  was  caught  in  the  trap,  from 
which  his  companions  difengaged  him,  and 

they 
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they  were  all  entertained  with  the  ingenuity 
of  the  device.  In  another  place  they  came 
to  an  Indian  burying-ground  ;  and,  in  one 
of  the  graves,  they  found  a  mortar,  an  earth- 
en pot,  a  bow  and  arrows,  and  other  imple- 
ments, all  which  they  very  carefully  repla- 
ced ;  becaufe  they  would  not  be  guilty  of 
violating  the  repofitories  of  the  dead.  But 
when  they  found  a  cellar,  carefully  lined  with 
bark  and  covered  with  a  heap  of  fand,  in 
which  about  four  bufliels  of  feed-corn  in  ears 
were  well  fecured,  after  reafoning  on  the 
morality  of  the  adion,  they  took  as  much  of 
the  corn  as  they  could  carry,  intending,  when 
they  fhould  find  the  owners,  to  pay  them  to 
their  fatisfafl:ion.  On  the  third  day  they 
arrived,  weary  and  welcome,  where  the  fhip 
lay,  and  delivered  their  corn  into  the  com* 
mon  ftere.  The  Company  refolved  to  keep 
it  for  feed,  and  to  pay  the  natives  the  full 
value,  when  they  (hould  have  opportunity. 

When  the  ftiallop  was  repaired  and  rigged, 
twenty-four  of  the  Company  ventured  on  a 
fecond  excurfion  to  the  fame  place,  to  make 
a  further  difcovery  ;  having  Captain  Jones 
for  their  commander,  v/ith  ten  of  his  feamen 
and  the  ihip's  long-boat.     The  wind  being 

high, 
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high,  and  the  fea  rough,  the  fhallop  came  to 
atrchor  under- the  land,  whilft  part  of  the 
Gcmpany  waded  on  fliore  from  the  long- 
bodt,  and  travelled,  as  they  fuppofed,  fix  or 
fevfea  miles,  having  direded  the  fhallop  to 
follow  them  the  next  morning.  The  weath- 
er w^as  very  cold,  with  fnow,  and  the  people, 
having  no  fhelter,  took  fuch  colds  as  after-^' 
ward  proved  fatal  to  many. 

Before  noon  the  next  day  the  fhallop  took' 
thetii  on  board,  and  failed  to  the  place  which 
they 'denominated  Cold  Harbour,^,  Finding 
it  iidt  navigable  for  fhips,  and  cphfequently 
not '  proper  for  their  refiderice,  after  Ihobt- 
ing  foiiie  geefe  and  ducks,  which  they  de« 
voured  with  "  foldiers'  ftomachs,"  they  went' 
in  fearch  of  feed-corn.      The   ground  was 

frozen 

*  Mr.  Prince;  fonjeftures  this  piape.-to  ha^ie  been  Barn« 
harbour'. '  l(p.^  74. )  But  neither  IHe  -time*  nor.  dif- 
tance  can  agree  \vith  this  conjedlure.  Barnftable  is  more 
than  50  miles  from  Cape  Cod  harbour  by  |and ;  a  dif- 
tance  which  tliey  could  not  have  travelled  and  back  again 
in  three  (hort  days  of 'November.  I  rather  think,  after 
ijiquiry  of  gentlemen  well  acquainted  with  Cape  Cod,  that. 
Cold  Harbour  is  the  mouth  of  Paom.et  Creek*  betweert 
Truro  and  Welfleet  :  and  the  defcription  given  in  Mourt's 
Relation  correi]-)onds  with  this  idea.  Paomet  is  a  tide 
harbour  for  boats,  diftant  between  three  and  four  leagues 
from  the  harbour  of  Cape  Cod.  See  Collections  of  Hif- 
tprkal  Society  for  1794,  Vol.  IIL  p.  196. 
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frozen  and  covered  with  fnow  ;  but  the  cel^ 
lars  were  known  by  heaps  of  fand  ;  and 
the  frozen  earth  was  penetrated  with  their 
fwords,  till  they  gathered  corn  to  the  amount 
of  ten  bufhels.  This  fortunate  fupply,  with 
a  quantity  of  beans  preferved  in  the  fame 
manner,  they  took  on  the  fame  condition  as 
before  ;  arid,  it  is  remarked  by  Governor 
Bradford,  that  in  fix  months  after,  they  paid 
the  owners  to  their  entire  fatisfadion.*  The 
acquifition  of  this  corn,  they  always  regard- 
ed as  a  particular  favour  of  Divine  Provi- 
dence, without  which  the  Colony  could  not 
have  fubfifted. 

Captain  Jones  in  the  fhallop  went  back 
to  the  ihip  with  the  corn  and  fifteen  of  the 
weakeft  of  the  people  ;  intending  to  fend 
mattocks  and  fpades  the  next  day.  The 
eighteen  who  remained,  marched,  as  they 
fuppofed,  five  or  fix  miles  into  the  woods, 
and  returning  another  way,  difcovered  a 
mound  of  earth,  in  which  they  hoped  to 
find  more  corn.  On  opening  it,  nothing  ap- 
peared but  the  {kull  of  a  man,  preferved  in 
red  earth,  the  flieleton  of  an  infant,  and  fuch 
arms,  utenfils  and  ornaments,  as^  are  ufually 

depofited 

*  Prince,  75, 
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depofited  in  Indian  graves.*  Not  far  Slft-ant 
were  two  deferted  wigwams,  with  their  fur- 
niture and  fome  venifon,  fo  ill  preferved  that^ 
even  "  foldiers'  ftomachs"  could  not  relifh  it. 
On  the  arrival  of  the  fhallop,  they  returned 
to  the  ftiip,  the  firft  of  December.  During 
their  abfence,  the  wife  of  William  White  had 
been  delivered  of  a  fon,  who,  from  the  cir- 
cumftances  of  his  birth,  was  named  Pere- 
grine, f 

At  this  time  they  held  a  confultation  ret 
peding  their  future  fettlement.J  Some 
thought  that  Cold  Harbour  might  be  a  prop- 
er place,  becaufe  though  not  deep  enough 
for  fhips  it  might  be  convenient  for  boats, 
and  becaufe  a  valuable  fiinery  for  whiiles  and* 

cod 

*  Mourt,  1846. 
f  The  following  account  ef  him  is  extra^led  from  the 
Bpfton  news-letter  of  July  31,  1704,  being  the  fifteenth 
number  of  the  firft  newfpaper  printed  in  New  England. 
^*Marfhneld,  July  22:  Captaia  Pere^rhie  JVhiley  of  this 
town,  aged  eighty-three  years  and  eight  months,  died  here 
the  20th  Inftant.  He  was  vigorous  and  of  a  comely  af^ 
pec^,  to  the  laft  ;  was  the  Son  of  William  White  and  Su- 
fanna  his  wife,  born  on  board  the  May-flower,  Captain 
Jones  commander,  in  Cape  Cod  harbour,  November  1620, 
the  firft  Englifhman.  born  in  New-England.  Although 
he  was  in  the  former  part  of  his  life  extravagant ;  yet,  he 
was  much  reformed  in  his  laft  years,  and  died  hopefully,'* 
X  Morton,  23. 
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Ccd  might  be  carried  on  there.  The  land 
was  partly  cleared  of  wood  and  good  for 
corn,  as  appeared  from  the  feed.  It  was  al- 
fo  likely  to  be  healthful  and  defenfible.  But 
the  principal  reafons  were,  that  the  winter 
was  fo  far  advanced  as  to  prevent  coafting 
and  difcovery,  without  danger  of  lofing  men 
and  boats  5  that  the  winds  were  variable^ 
and  the  ftorms  fudden  and  violent ;  that  by: 
cold  and  wet  lodging  the  people  were  much 
affected  with  coughs,  which,  if  they  fhould 
not  foon  obtain  fhelter,  would  prove  mortal  j 
that  provilions  were  daily  confuming  an^ 
the  fhip  muft  referve  fulEcient  for  the  home-* 
ward  voyage,  v/hatever  became  of  t 
Colony. 

Others  thought  it  bell  to  go  to  a  place 
called  Agawam,  twenty  leagues  northward, 
where  they  had  heard  of  an  excellent  har- 
bour, good  fiihing,  and  a  better  foil  for  plants 
ing.  To  this  it  was  anfwered,  that  there 
might  poffibly  be  as  good  a  place,  nearer  to 
them.  Robert  Coppin,  their  pilot,  who  had 
been  here  before,  affured  them,  that  he  knew 
of  a  good  harbour  and  a  navigable  river,  not 
more  than  eight  leagues  acrofs  the  bay  to  the 
weflward.     Upon  the  whole,  they  refolved 

to  . 
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to  fend  the  fliallop  round  the  fhore  of  th^ 
bay  on  difcovery,  but  not  beyond  the  harbour 
of  which  Coppin  had  informed  them. 

On  Wednefday,  the  fixth  of  December^ 
Governor  Carver,  with  nine  of  the  principal 
men,  Vv^ell  armed,  and  the  fame  number  of 
feamen,  of  which  Coppin  was  one,  went  out 
in  the  fliallop.  The  weather  was  fo  cold^ 
that  the  fpray  of  the  fea  froze  on  their  coat?, 
till  they  were  cafed  with  ice,  "like  coats  of 
iron."  They  failed  by  the  eaftern  fliore  of 
the  bay,  as  they  judged,  fix  or  feven  leagues, 
without  finding  any  river  or  creek.  At 
length  they  faW  "  a  tongue  of  land,^  being 
flat  off  from  the  ihore,  with  a  fandy  point ; 
they  bore  up  to  gain  the  point,  and  found 
there  a  fair  income,  or  road  af  a  bay,  being 
a  league  ovqt  at  the  narroweft,  and  two  or 
three  in  length  ;  but  they  made  right  over  to 
the  land  before  them."  As  they  came  near 
the  fhore,  they  faw  ten  or  twelve  Indians,  cut- 
ting up  a  grampus,  who  on  fight  of  th^m  ran 
away,  carrying  pieces  of  l:he  fiih  which  they 
had  cut.  They  landed  at  the  diftance  of  a 
league  or  more  from  the  grampus,  with  great 

difficulty, 

*  This  "tongue  of  laild"  is  Blllingfgate  Point,    the 
Weftern  fhore  of  Welfleet  harbour. 
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difficulty,  on  account  of  the  flat  fands.  Here 
they  built  a  banicade,  and,  placing  centinels, 
lay  down  to  reft* 

The  next  morning,  Thurfday,  Decembet 
^th,  they  divided  theiiifelves  into  two  par- 
ties :  eight  in  the  fliallop,  and  the  reft  dn 
fhore,  to  make  further  difeovery  of  this  place, 
Which  they  found  to  be  *^  a  bay,  without  ei- 
ther river  or  creek  coming  into  it."  They 
gave  it  the  name  of  Gj^ajnpus  Bay^  becaufe 
they  faw  many  fifh  of  that  fpecies.  They 
tracked  the  Indians  onrthe  fand,  and  found  a 
path  into  the  woods,  which  they  followed 
a  great  way>  till  they  came  to  old  corn-fields 
and  a  fpacious  burying-ground,  inclofed  with 
pales.  They  ranged  the  wood  till  the  clofe 
of  the  day,  and  then  came  dov/n  to  the  ihore 
to  meet  the  fhallop  which  they  had  not  feen 
fmce  the  morning.  At  high  w^ater  iire  put 
iuto  a  creek  ;  and,  fix  men  being  left  on 
board,  two  came  on  fhore  and  lodged  with 
their  companions,  under  cover  of  a  barricade 
and  a  guard. 

On  Friday,  December  8th,  they  rofe  at 

five  in  the  morning,  to  be  ready  to  go  on 

board-  at  high  water.     At  the  dawn  of  day 

they  were  furprifed  wdth  the  war-cry  of  tha 

B  B.  natives^ 
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natives,  and  a  flight  of  arrows.    They  immf* 
diately  fcized  their  arms,  and  on  the  firft  dif* 
charge  of  mulketry  all  the  Indians  fled,  but 
one  flout  man,  who  Itood  three  fnots,  behind 
a  tree,  and  then  retired,  as  they  fuppofed 
wounded.     They  took  up  eighteen  arrows^ 
headed  either  with    brafs,  deers'   horns,  or 
birds'  claws,  which  they  fent  as  a  prefent  to 
their  friends  in  England.     This  unwelcome 
reception,  and  the  ihoal-  water  of  the  place,^ 
determined  them  to  feek  furthers     They  fail- 
ed along  the  fhore  as  near  as  the  extenfive 
fhoals  would  permit,  but  faw  no  harbour. 
The  w^eather  began  to  look  threatening,  and 
Goppin  allured  them  that  they  might  reach 
the  harbour,  of  which  he  had   fome  know!*- 
edge,  before  night.     The  wind  being  fouth- 
eafterly,  they  put  themfelves"  before  it.f  After 
fome  hours  it  began   to  rain  ;  the  ilorm  in- 
creafing,    their   rudder    broke,   th^ir    maft 

fprung,^ 

*  Morton  rayj,"TIiiS  is  tHbught  to  be  a  place  called 
NaTTiJkeket."  (p.  25.)  A  creek  which  novv-  bears  the  name 
cf  Skakif,  lies  between  Ealtham  and  Harwich  ;  diftant 
about  three  or  four  miles  weftward  from  Naufet  ;  the  feat 
cf  a  tribis  of  Indians,  who  (as  they  afterward  learned) 
made  this  attack, 

t  The  diftance  diredly  acrofs  the  bay  from  ^kaki^  is 
about  12  leagues;  in  Prince's  Annals-it  is  faid  they  failecJ' 
J  5,  leagues.  -fi-a  ' 
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^mng,  and  their  falls  fell  overboard.  In  this 
piteous  plight^  fleering  \yith  two  oars,  the 
vvind  and  the  flood  tide  carried  them  into  a 
cove  full  of  breakers,  and  it  being  dark,  they 
were  in  danger  of  being  driven  on  fhprcc 
The  pilot  confefled  that  he  knew  not  the 
place  J  but  a  ftout  feaman,  who  ^vas  fteering, 
called  to  the  rowers  to  put  about  and  row 
hard.  This  effort  happily  brought  them  put 
,of  the  cove,  into  a  fair  found,  and  under  a 
point  of  land,  where  they  came  fafely  to  an- 
chor. They  were  divided  in  their  opinions 
about  going  on  fhore  ;  but  about  midnight, 
Jthe  wind  fhifting  to  the  north-wefl ;  the  fe- 
verity  of  the  cold  made  a  fire  necefTary, 
yhey  therefore  got  on  fhore,  and  with  forne 
difficulty  kindled  a  fire,  and  refled  in  fafety. 

In  the  morning  they  found  themfelves  on 
a  fmall  uninhabited  ifland,  within  the  en^ 
trance  of  a  fpacious  bay.'*  Here  they  flaid 
all  the  next  day  (Saturday)  drying  their 
clothes,  cleaning  their  arms,  and  repairing,  as 
well  as  they  could,  their  fhallop.     The  foL 

lowing 

*  This  Ifland  ha$  €ver  fince  borne  the  name  of  Clark's 
JJlandy  from  the  mate  of  the  fhip,  the  firft  man  who  ftep. 
ped  on  fhore.  The  cove  where  they  were  in  danger,  iie^ 
between  the  Gurnet  Head,  and  Sagailli  Point,  at  the  en- 
trance of  Plymouth  Bay, 
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lowing  day,  being  the  Chrillian  Sabbath,  they 
refted. 

On  Monday,  December  nth,  they  fur-^ 
^eyed  and  founded  the  bay,  which  is  de^? 
fcribed  to  be  "  iil  the  Ihape  of  a  filh-hook ;  a 
good  harbour  for  (hipping,  larger  than  that 
of  Cape  Cod  ;  containing  two  fmall  iflands 
without  inhabitants  ;  innumerable  ftore  of 
fowls,  different  forts  of  lifh,  befldes  fhell-fiflx 
fti'  abundance.  As  they  marched  into  the 
land,*  they  found  corn-fields  and  brooks,  and 
a  very  good  fituation  for  building."')'  With 
this  joyful  news,  they  returned  to  the  Com-? 
pany  ;  and  on  the  i6th  of  December  the 
ftiip  came  to  anchor  in  the  harbour,  with  all 
the  paiTengers,  except  four,  who  died  at  Cape 
Cod. 

Haying  furveyed  the  land,  as  well  as  the 
feafon  would  permit,  in  three  days  ;  they 
pitched  upon  a  high   ground  on  the  fouth« 

weft 

*  The  rock  on  \vbic*h  tney  firit  flepped  afliore,  at  higl^ 
water  is  now  enclofed  with  a  wharf.  The  upper  part  of 
it  has  been  feparated  from  the  lower  part,  and  drawn  into 
the  public  fquare  of  the  town  of  Plymouth,  where  it  is  dif- 
tinguiOied  by  the  name  oiThe  Forefather^ s^  RocL  The  2 2d 
of  December  (Gregorian  ilyle)  is  regarded  by  the  peopls 
of  Plymouth  as  a  feilival. 

t  Mourt's  Relation  in  Purchasa  v,  184^^ 
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weft  fide  of  the  bay,  which  was  cleared  of 
wood,  and  had  formerly  been  planted.  Un-^ 
der  the  fouth  fide  of  it,  was  "  a  very  fweet 
brook,  in  the  entrance  of  which  the  fhallop 
and  boats  could  be  fecured,  and  many  delicate 
fprings  of  as  good  water  as  could  be  drank." 
On  the  oppofite  fide  of  the  brook  was  a 
cleared  field,  and  beyond  it  a  commanding 
eminence,  on  which  they  intended  to  lay  a 
platform,  and  mount  their  cannon. 

They  went  immediately  to  work,  laying 
out  houfe-lots,  and  a  ftreet ;  felling,  fawing, 
riving  and  carrying  timber  ;  and  before  the 
end  of  December,  though  much  interrupted 
by  ftormy  weather,  by  the  death  of  two, 
and  the  ficknefs  of  many  of  their  number, 
they    had    ereded    a    ftore-houfe,    with    a 
thatched  roof,  in  which  their  goods  were 
depofited,  under  a  guard.       Two  rows  of 
houfes  were  begun,  and  as  faft  as  they  could 
be  covered,  the  people,  who  were  clafled 
into    nineteen   families,    came   afhore,    and 
lodged  in  them.     On  Lord's  day,  the  31ft 
of  December,  they  attended  divine  fervice, 
for  the  firft  time  on  fhore,  and  named  the 
place  Plymouth  ;   partly  becaufe  this  har- 
bour was  fo  called  in  Captain  Smith's  map, 

publiflied 
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publifhed  three  or  four  years  before,  and 
l^artly  in  remembrance  of  the  very  kind  and 
friendly  treatment  which  they  had  received 
from  the  inhabitants  of  Plymouth,  the  laft 
port  of  their  native  .country  from  whic^fc. 
they  failed, 

At  this  time,  fome  of  the  people  lodged 
on  fhore,  and  others  on  board  the  fliip,  whicH 
lay  at  the  diftance  of  a  mile  and  a  half  from 
the  town  ;  and  when  the  tide  was  out,  there 
could  be  no  communication  between  them. 
On  the  14th  of  January,  very  early  in  the 
morning,  as  Governor  Carver  and  Mr.  Brad- 
ford lay  fick  in  bed,  at  the  ftorq-houfe,  the 
thatched  roof,  by  means  of  a  fpark,  caught 
on  fire,  and  was  foon  confumed  ;  but,  by  the 
timely  affiftq.nce  of  the  people  on  fhore,  th^ 
lower  part  of  the  building  was  preferved* 
Here  were  depofited  their  whole  ftock  of 
ammunition,  and  feveral  loaded  guns  ;  but 
happily  the  fire  did  not  reach  them.  The 
fire  was  feen  by  the  people  on  board  the  Ihip, 
who  could  not  come  on  fliore  till  an  hour 
afterward.  They  were  greatly  alarmed  at 
the  appearance,  becaufe  two  men,  who  had 
ilrolted  into  the  w^oods,  were  miffing,  and 
they  were  apprehenfive  that  the  Indians  had 

made 


C    A    IV    V    E    Ri  I07 

iiTa'de  an  attack  on  the  place.  In  the  even- 
Ing  the  ftrollers  found  their  way  home^^ 
.almoft  dead  with  hunger,  fatigue  and  cold- 

The  bad  v/eather  and  fever e  bardfliips  to 
which  this  Company  were  expofed,  in  a  cli-^ 
mate  much  more  rigorous  than  any  to  which 
they  had  ever  been  accuftomed,  with  the 
fcorbutic  habits  contraded  in  their  voyage^ 
and  by  living  fo  long  on  fhipboardy  caufed  a 
igreat  mortality  among  them  in  the  winter. 
Before  the  month  6f  April,  nearly  one  half* 
of  them  died.  At  fome  times,  the  number 
of  the  fick  was  fo  great,  that  not  more  than 
fix  or  feven  were  fit  for  duty,  and  thefe  were 
almoft  wholly  employed  in  attending  the 
fick.  The  fhip's  company  was  in  the  fame 
fituation  ;  and  Captain  Jones,  though  earn- 
eftly  defirous  to  get  away,  was  obliged  to  ftay 
till  April,  having  loft  one  half  of  his  men. 

By  the  beginning  of  March,  the  Governor 
was  fo  far  recovered  of  hi§  firft  illnefs,  that 

he 

-  -  *  The   exai^   bill   of  mortality,  Is  collected  hj  Mr. 

Prince,  is  as  follows  : 
In  December     6         Of  thefe,  21  were   fiibfcribers  to 
In  January         8  the  civil  compaft. 

In  February     17         and  23  were  women,  childrest 

In  March         13  and  fervants. 

Total     44  44 
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lie  was  able  ta  walk  three  miles,  to  vifit  a 
large  pond,  which  Francis  Billingtori  ha(f 
difcdvered,  from  the  top  of  a  tree  on  a  hill. 
At  firft  it  was  fuppofed  to  be  part  of  the 
ocean  ;  but  it  proved  to  be  the  head  water  of 
the  brook  which  runs  by  the  town.  It 
has  ever  fince  borne  the  name  of  the  firft  dif- 
covercr,  which  would  otherwife  have  been 
forgotten. 

Hitherto  they  had  not  feen  any  of  the  na- 
tives at  this  place.*  The  mortal  peftilence 
which  raged  through  the  country,  fotir  years 
before,  had  almoft  depopulated  it.  One  re- 
markable cir^cumftance  attending  this  pefti- 
lence was  not  known  till  after  this  fettlement 
was  made.  A  French  fliip  had  been  wreck- 
ed on  Cape  Cod.f  The  meii  were  faved, 
with  their  provifions  and  goods.  J  The  na- 
tives kept  their  eye  on  thern^  till  they  found 
an  oppoitunity  to  kill  all  but  three  or  four^ 
and  divide  their  goods.  The  captives  were 
fent  from  one  tribe  to  another,  as  flaves. 
One  of  them  learned  fo  much  of  their  lan- 
guage, as  to  tell  them  that  "  God  was  angry 

vfith 

•*  See  Gorges's  Life,  in  Vol.  I.  p.  355. 
f  Mourt  in  Pttiv  1849. 
t  Morton,  ^6» 
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^Ith  them,  for  their  cruelty,  and  would  de- 
&roj  them,  and  give  their  country  to  anoth-' 
er  people."  They  anfwered  that  ^'  they 
were  too  many  for  God  to  kill."  He  repli- 
ed, that  "  if  they  were  ever  fo  many,  God 
had  many  ways  to  kill  them,  of  v/hich  they 
were  then  ignorant.'*  "When  the  peftilence 
came  among  them.,  (a  hew  difeafe,  probably 
the  yellow  fever,*)  they  remembered  the 
Frenchman's  words  ;  arid' when  the  Plym- 
outh fettlera  arrived,  at  Cape  Cod,  the  few 
furvivors  imagined  that  th^  other  part  of  his 
predi^liori  would,  foon  be  accom^plifhed. 
Soon  after  their  arrival^  the  Indian  priefts  or 
powows  convened y  and  performed  their  in- 
cantations in  a  dark  fvvamp  three  days  fuc- 
ceffively,  with  a  view  to  curfe  and  deftroy 
the  new  comers.  Had.  they  knov/n  the  mor- 
tality which  raged  among  them,  they  would 
doubtlefs  have  rejoiced  in  the  fuccefs  of  their 
endeavours,  and  might  very  eafily  have  taken 
advantage  of  their  weaknefs  to  extermi-* 
nate  them*  But  none  of  them  were  feeUj 
till  after  the  ficknefs  had  abated  ;  though 
fome  tools,  which  had  been  left  in  the  woods, 
were  miffing,  which  they  had  ftolen  in  the 

night. 

C  c  On 

*  See  Vol.  I,  p.  3^6- 


210  CARVER. 

On  the  fixteenth  of  March,  when  tfe 
fpring  was  fo  far  advanced  as  to  invite  them 
to  make  their  gardens,  a  favage  came  boldly 
into  the  place  alone,  walked  through  the* 
ftreet,  to  the  rendezvous  or  ilore-houfe,  and 
pronounced  the  words  Weko7ne^  Knglijhmen  f 
his  name  was  Samofet ;  he  belonged  to  a 
place,  diftant  five  days  journey  to  the  eaft-^ 
w^ard,  and  had  learned  of  the  fiihermen  to 
fpeak  broken  Engli^ie 

He  was  received  with  kindnefs  and  hot 
pltality,  and  lie.  informed  them,  "  that  by  the- 
late  peflilence,  and  a  ferocious  war,  the  num- 
ber of  his  countrymen  had  been  fo  diminifh- 
ed,  that  not  more  than  one  in  tv/enty  remain- 
ed  ;  that  the  fpot  where  they  were  now 
feated  was  called  Patukfet,  and  though  form-^' 
erly  populous,  yet  every  human  being  in  it 
had  died  of  the  peftilence."  This  account 
was  confirmed  by  the  extent  of  the  fields,  the 
number  of  graves,  and  the  remnants  of  fke^ 
etons  lying  on  the  groundi- 

The  account  which  he  gave  of  himfelf, 
was,  ''  that  he  had  been  abfent  from  home 
eight  moons,  part  of  the  time  among  the- 
Naufets,  their  neareft  neighbours  at  the  fouth- 
eafl,  who  were  about  one  hundred  ftrong, 

and- 
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and  more  lately  among  the  Wompaneags.  at 
the  weftward,  who  were  about  fixty  ;  that 
he  had  heard  of  the  attack  made  on  them  by 
the  Naufets  at  Namfkeket ;  that  thefe  people 
were  full  of  refentment  againft  the  Europe- 
ans, on  account  of  the  perfidy  of  Hunt,  maf=» 
ter  of  an  Engliih  veflel,  who  had  forne  years 
before  the  peftilence  decoyed  feme  of  the 
natives  (twenty  from  Patukfet  and  feven  from 
Naufet)  on  board  his  fnip,  and  fold  them 
abroad  as  flaves  ;  that  they  had  killed  three 
Engliili  fiihermenj  befides  the  frenchmen 
aforementioned,  in  revenge  for  this  affront. 
He  alfo  gave  information  of  the  loft  tools, 
and  promifed  to  fee  them  reftored  ;  and 
that  he  would  bring  the  natives  to  trade  v^ath 
them." 

Samofet  being  difmiffed  v/ith  a  prefent, 
returned  the  next  day  with  five  more  of  the 
natives,  bringing  the  ftolen  tools,  and  a  few 
Ikins  for  trade.  They  were  difmifTed  with 
a  requeft  to  bring  more,  which  they  promifed 
in  a  few  days.  Samofet  feigned  hirnfelf  fick, 
and  remained  ;  but  as  his  companions  did 
not  return  at  the  time,  he  v/as  fent  to  inquire 
the  reafon« 

On 
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On  the  2  2d  he  returned,  in  company  witii 
Squanto  or  Squantum,  a  native  of  Patukfet, 
[  and  the  only  one  then  living.  He  was  one 
of  the  twenty  whom  Hunt  had  carried  away  ; 
he  had  been  fold  in  Spain,  had  lived  in  L  on- 
don,  with  John  Slany  Merchant,  Treafurer 
of  the  Newfoundland  Company ;  had  learned 
the  Englifh  language,  and  came  back  to  his 
Bative  countr^^  with  the  lifhermen.  Thefe 
two  perfons  were  deputed  by  the  Sachem  of 
the  \\  cmpaneags,  Ma-faff-O'it^  whofe  reft- 
dence  w^as  at  Sowams  or  Pokanoket,  on  the 
Narraganfet  Bay,  to  announce  his  comings 
and  bring  fome  fkins  as  a  prefent.  In  about 
an  hour,  the  Sachem,  with  his  brother 
S^ua-de-qid-nah^  and  his  whole  force  of  fixty 
ir.en,  appeared  on  the  hill  over  againft  them, 
Squantum  v/as  fent  to  know  his  pleafure, 
and  returned  with  the  Sachem's  requeft, 
that  one  of  the  Com.pany '  fhould  come  to 
him.  Edward  Winflow  immediately  went; 
alone,  canying  a  prefent  in  his  hand,  vrith 
the  Governor's  compliments,  defiring  to  fee 

the 

*  Mr.  Prince  fays  that  Ma-fafTo-it  is  a  word  of  four  fyl- 
iables,  and  \Yas  fo  pronounced  by  the  ancient  people  of 
Plymouth,  (p.  toi.)  This  remark  is  confirmed  by  the 
manner  in  which  it  is  fpelled  in  fome  parts  of  Mr.  Wiiof- 
low's  Narrative,  Ma-faf-o~wat, 
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the  Sachem,  and  enter  on  a  friendly  treaty. 
Mafaflbit  left  Winflow  in  the  cuftody  of 
his  brother,  to  whom  another  prefent  was 
made,  and  taking  twenty  of  his  men,  un- 
armed, defcended  the  hill  toward  the  tvrook, 
over  which  lay  a  log  bridge.  Captain  Miles 
Standiih,  at  the  head  of  fix  men,  met  him  at 
the  brook,  and  efcorted  him  and  his  train 
to  one  of  the  beft  houfes,  where  three  or 
four  cufliions  were  placed  on  a  green  rug, 
fpread  over  the  floor.  The  Governor  came 
in,  preceded  by  a  drum  and  trumpet,  the 
found  of  which  greatly  delighted  the  Indians. 
After  mutual  falutations,  he  entered  into 
converfaticn  with  the  Sachem,  which  iffued 
in  a  treaty.  The  articles  were,  "(i.)  Tliat 
neither  he  nor  his  fhould  injui*e  any  of  our's. 
(2.)  That  if  they  did,  he  fhould  fend  the 
offender,  that  we  might  punifh  him.  (3.) 
That  if  our  tools  were  taken  away,  he  fhould 
reftore  them.  (4.)  That  if  any  unjuftly  war- 
red againft  him,  we  would  aid  him. ;  and  if 
any  warred  againft  us,  he  ihould  aid  us. 
(5.)  That  he  fhould  certify  his  neighbour 
confederates  of  this,  that  they  might  not 
wrong  us,  but  be  comprifed  in  the  conditions 
of  peace,    (6,)  That  when  their  men  cam.e 

to 
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to  us,  they  fhould  leave  their  bows  and  ar- 
rows behind  them  ;  as  we  fhould  leave  our 
pieces  when  we  came  to  them.  (7.)  That 
in  doing  thus,  King  James  would  efteein 
him  as  his  friend  and  ally." 

The  conference  being  ended,  and  the  com- 
pany having  been  entertained  with  fuch 
refrefhments  as  the  place  afforded,  the  Sa- 
chem returned  to  his  camp.  This  treaty, 
the  work  of  one  day,  being  honeftly  intend- 
ed on  both  fides,  was  kept  with  fidelity  as 
long  as  MafafToit  lived,  but  was  afterward 
broken  by  Philip,  his  fuccelTor. 

The  next  day  MafafToit  fent  for  fome  of 
the  Englifh  to  vifit  him.  Captain  Standifh 
and  Ifaac  Allerton  went,  were  kiridlv  re- 
ceived,  and  treated  with  ground-nuts  and 
tobacco. 

The  Sachem  then  returned  to  his  head- 
quarters, diftant  about  forty  miles  ;  but 
Squantum  and  Samofet  remained  at  Plym- 
outh, and  inftruded  the  people  how  to 
plant  their  corn,  and  drefs  it  vA\Sx  herrings, 
of  which  an  immenfe  quantity  came  into 
the  brooks.  The  ground  which  they  plant- 
ed with  corn  was  twenty  acres.  They 
fowed  fix  acres  with  barley  and  peas  ;  tho 

former 
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former  yielded  an  indifferent  crop ;  but  th« 
latter  were  parched  with  the  heat,  and  came 
to  nothing. 

Whihl:  they  were  engaged  In  this  labour, 
in  which  all  were  alike  employed,  on  the 
5th  of  April,  (the  day  on  which  the  fhij> 
failed  for  England)  Governor  Carver  came 
eut  of  the  field,  at  noon,  complaining  of 
a  pain  in  his  head,  eaufed  by  the  heat 
of  the  fun.  It  foon  depriTed  him  of  his 
fenfes,  and  in  a  few  days  put  an  end  to 
his  life,  to  the  great  grief  of  this  infant 
plantation.  He  v/as  buried  with  .  all  the 
honours  which  could  be  fhown  to  the  mem- 
ory of  a  good  man  by  a  grateful  people. 
The  men  were  under  arms,  and  fired  feveral 
ToUies  over  his  grave.  His  affedbionate 
wife,  overcome  with  her  lofs,  furvived  him 
but  fix  weeks* 

Mr.  Carver  is  reprefented  as  a  man  of 
great  prudence,  integrity,  and  firmnefs  of 
mind.  He  had  a  good  eftate  in  England^ 
which  he  fpent  in  the  emigration  to  Holland 
and  America.  He  was  one  of  the  foremoft 
in  action,  and  bore  a  large  fhare  of  fuffer- 
ings  in  the  fervice  of  the  Colony,  who  con- 
fided  in   him   as  their   friend  and  father. 

Piety, 
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Piety,  humility,  and  benevolence,  were  emU 
sbeiit  traits  in  his  character  i  and  it  is  partic- 
iilarly  remarked,  that  in  the  time  of  general 
fickniefs,  which  befel  the  Colony,  and  with 
which  he  was.  affected,  after  he  had  himfelf 
recovered,  he  was  affiduous  in  attending  the 
fick,  and  performing  the  moft  humiliating 
fervices  for  them,  v/ithout  any  difl:in<£lion  of 
perfons  or  ehara£i:ers. 

One  of  his  grandfons  lived  to  the  age  of 
One  hundred  and  two  years  ;  and  about  the 
middle  of  the  prefent  century  (1755)  he,  his 
fon,  grandfon,  and  great  grandfon,  v^ere  all^ 
at  the  {2im.e  tim^^  at  work,  in  the  fame  field  ; 
whllft  an  infant  of  the  fifth  generation  was 
within  the  houfe,  at  Marflifield. 

The  memory  of  Governor  Catver  is  flill 
held  in  efteem  ;  a  fhip  belonging  to  Plym- 
outh nov7  bears  his  name  ;  and  his  broad* 
fword  is  depofited,  as  a  curiofity,  in  the  cab- 
inet of  the  Hiftorical  Society,  at  Bofton. 
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XXIIL     WILLIAM  BRADFORD. 

VV  ILLIAM  BRADFORD  was  bom 
in  1588,  at  Aafterfield,  an  obfcure  village, 
in  the  Nortii  of  England.^  Ills  parents  dy- 
ing when  he  was  young,  he  was  educated, 
firft  by  his  grand  parents,  and  afterward  by 
his  uncles,  in  the  pradllce  of  agriculture. 
His  paternal  inheritance  w^as  confiderable ; 
but  he  had  no  other  learning  than  fuch  as? 
generally  fails  to  the  fhare  of  the  children  of 
hufbandmen. 

At  twelve  years  of  age,  his  mind  became 
ferioufiy  impreffed  by  divine  truth,  in  read- 
ing the  Scriptures ;  and  as  he  increafed  in 
years,  a  native  Urmnefs  enabled  him  to  vin- 
dicate his  opinions  againft  oppofitiono  Be- 
ing ftigmatized  as  a  Separatiil,  he  was  obliged 
to  bear  the  frov/ns  of  his  relatives^  and  the 
fcofF  of  his  neighbours ;  but  nothing  could 
divert  or  intimidate  him  from  attending  ori 
the  miniftry  of  Mr*  Richard  Clifton,  and 
conneding  himfelf  with  the  church  over 
which  he  and  Mr.  Robinfon  prefxded. 

D  0  When 

*  Magnalia,  IL  3- 
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*  When  he  was  eighteen  years  old,  he 
joined  in  their  attempt  to  go  over  ta  Hol- 
land, and  was  one  of  the  feven  who  were 
itnprilbned  at  Bofton,  in  Lincolnfhire,  as  is 
stlready  related  in  the  life  of  Robinfon  ;.  but 
he  was  foon  liberated  on  account  of  his 
youth.  He  was  alfo  one  of  thofe  who  the 
next  year  fled  from  Grimfby  Common^ 
when  part  of  the  Company  went  to  fea,  and 
part  were  taken  by  the  purfuivantSa 

After  fome  time,  he  went  over  to  Zealand, 
through  various  difficulties  ;  and  was  no 
fooner  fet  on  fhore,  than  a  malicious  paflTen- 
ger  m  the  fame  veflel  accufed  him  before  the 
Dutch  magiftrates,  as  a  fugitive  from  Eng-» 
land.  But  when  they  underftood  the  caufe 
of  his  emigration,  they  gave  him  protection, 
and  permiffion  to  join  his  brethren  at  Am«* 
fterdam. 

It  being  impoffible  for  him  to  profecut^ 
agriculture  in  Holland,  he  was  obliged  to 
betake  himfelf  to  fome  other  bufmefs  ;  and, 
being  then  under  age,  he  put  himfelf  as  ail 
apprentice  to  a  French  Proteftant,  who  taught 
him  the  art  of  filk-dying.  As  foon  as  he  a^ 
tained  the  years  of  manhood,  he  fold  his  pa- 
ternal eftate  in  England,  and  entered  on  a 

commercial 
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commercial  life,  in  which  he  was  not  very 
fuccefsful. 

When  the  Church  of  Leyden  contemplated 
a  removal  to  America,  Bradford  zealoufly  en-^ 
gaged  in  the  undertaking,  and  came  with  the 
firft  Company,  in  1620,  to  Cape  Cod. 
Whilft  the  fhip  lay  in  that  harbour,  he  was 
one  of  the  foremoft  in  the  feveral  hazardous 
attempts  to  find  a  proper  place  for  the  feat 
of  the  Colony,  in  one  of  which,  he,  with 
others  of  the  principal  perfons,  narrowly  ef- 
caped  the  deftrudtion  which  threatened  their 
fhailop.*  On  his  return  from  this  excur- 
fion  to  the  fhip  with  the  joyful  nevv-s  of 
having  found  an  harbour,  and  a  place  for 
fettlement,  he  had  the  mortification  to  hear 
that  during  his  abfence,  his  wife  had  acci- 
dentally fallen '  into  the  fea^  and  was 
drowned. 

After  the  fudden  death  of  Governor  Car- 
ver, the  infant  Colony  caft  their  eyes  on 
Bradford  to  fucceed  him  ;  but,  being  at  that 
time  fo  very  ill  that  his  life  was  defpaired 
of,  they  waited  for  his  recovery,  and  then 
invefted  him  with  the  command.  He  was 
in  the  thirty-third  year  of  his  age  ;  his  wif- 

dom^ 

*  Prmce,  76, 
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dom,  piety,  fortitude,  and  goodnefs  of  hearty 
were  fo  confpicuous  as  to  merit  the  fmcere 
elleem  of  the  people.      Carver   had   been 
alone  in  command.     They  confided  in  his 
prudence,  that  he  would  not  adventure  on^ 
any  matter  of  moment  without  the  confent 
of  the  people,  or  the  advice  of  the  wifeft* 
To    Bradford  they  appointed    an    affiftant, 
Ifaac  AUertoh,  not  becaufe  they  had  r^ot  the 
fame  confidence  in  him,  but  partly  for  the 
fake  of  regularity,  and  partly  on  account  of 
his  precarious  health.*     They  appointed  but 
.one,  becaufe  they  were  fo  reduced  in  num- 
ber, that  to  have  made  a  greater  difpropor- 
tion  betv/een  rulers  and  people  would  have 
been  abfurd  ;   and  they  knew  that  it  would 
always  be  in  their  power  to  increafe  the  num- 
ber at  their  pleafure.     Their  voluntary  com- 
bination vv^as  defigned  only  as  a  temporary 
.expedient,  till  they  fliould  obtain  a  charter 
under  the  authority  of  their  fovereign. 

One  01  the  firfl  ads  of  Bradford's  admin- 
iftration,  was,  by  advice  of  the  Company,  to 
fend  Edward  Winflow  and  Stephen  Hopkins 
to  Mafaflbit,  with  Squanto  for  their  guide. 
The  defign  of  this  embaffy  was  to  explore 

the 

t  Hubbard's  MS.  Hift.  p.  49. 
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the  country,  to  confirm  the  league,  to  learn 
the  fituation  and  ftrength  of  their  new  friend, 
to  carry  fome  prefents,  to  apologize  for  fome 
miibehaviour,  tp  regulate  the  intercourfe  be- 
tween them  and  the  Indians,  and  to  procure 
feed-corn  for  the  next  planting  feafon. 

Thefe  gentlemen  found  the  Sachem  at 
Pokanoket,*  about  forty  miles  from  Plym- 
outh. They  delivered  the  prefents,  re- 
newed the  friendfhip,  and  fatisfied  themfelves 
refpedting  the  ftrength  of  the  natives,  which 
did  not  appear  formidable,  nor  was  the  en- 
tertainment v/hich  they  received  either  liberal 
or  fplendid.  The  marks  of  defolatlon  and 
death,  by  reafon  of  the  peftilence,  were  very 
confpicuous,  in  all  the  country  through 
which  they  pafied  ;  but  they  v/ere  informed 
*that  the  Narraganfets,  who  refided  on  the 
iveftern  fhore  of  the  bay  of  that  nam.e,  were 

very 

*  This  was  a  general  name  for  xhQ  northern  Hiore  or 
the  Narraganfet  Bay,  between  Providence  and  Taunton 
rivers,  and  comprehending  the  prefent  townfhips  of  Briftolj 
Warren,  and  Barrlngton,  in  the  State  of  Rhode-Ifland, 
and  Swanzey  in  Mallachufetts.  Its  northern  extent  is  un- 
known. The  principal  feats  of  the  Sachem  were  at  So- 
nva/rij  and  Kikhmiit.  The  former  is  a  neck  of  land  form- 
ed by  the  confluence  of  Barrington  and  Palmer's  Rivers ; 
the  latter  is  Mount  Hope. 

Sse  Callender's  Century  Difcourfe?  p^  30,  73. 
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very  numerous,  and  that  the  peftilence  had 
not  reached  them. 

After  the  return  of  this  embafly,  anothei? 
was  fent  to  Naufet,  to  recover  a  boy  who 
had  ftraggled  from  Plymouth,  and  had  been 
taken  up  by  feme  of  the  Indians  of  that 
place.  They  were  fo  fortunate  as  to  recover 
the  boy,  and  to  make  peace  with  Afpinet^ 
the  Sachem,  whom  they  paid  for  the  feed- 
corn  which  they  had  taken  out  of  the  groun4 
at  Paomet,  in  the  preceding  autumn,*  Dur- 
ing this  expedition,  an  old  woman,  who  had 
never  before  feen  any  white  people,  burft 
into  tears  of  grief  and  rage  at  the  fight  of 
them.  She  had  loft  three  fons  by  the  per- 
fidy of  Thomas  Hunt,  who  decoyed  therri., 
with  others,  on  board  his  fhip,  and  fold 
them  for  flaves.  Squanto,  who  was  prefent, 
told  her  that  he  had  been  carried  away  at 
the  fame  time  ;  that  Hunt  was  a  bad  man  ; 
that  his  countryraen  difapproved  his  con- 
du6t,  and  that  the  Englifh  at  Plymouth 
would  not  offer  them  any  injury.  This 
declaration,  accompanied  by  a  fmall  prefent, 
appeafed  her  anger,  though  it  was  impolll'^ 
ble  to  remove  the  caufe  of  her  grief. 

It 

*  Moun's  Relation  in  Purc|:ias,  iv.  1.853. 
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tt  was  fortunate  for  the  Colony  that  they 
had  fecured  the  friendfhip  of  Mafaflbit ;  for 
his  influence  was  found  to  be  very  extenfive- 
He  was  regarded  arid  reverenced  by  all  the 
natives,  from  the  Bay  of  Narraganfet  to  that 
of  MafTachufetts.  Though  fbme  of  the  pet- 
ty Sachems  were  difpofed  to  be  jealous  of 
the  new  Colony,  and  to  diflufb  its  peace, 
yet  their  mutual  connexion  with  Mafaffoit 
proved  the  means  of  its  prefervation  ;  as  a 
proof  of  which,  nir^  of  thefe  Sachems  vol-^ 
untarily  came  to  Plymouth,  and  fubfcribed 
an  Inftrument  of  fubmiffion  in  the  following 
terms,  viz. 

"  September  13,  Anno  Domini  1621. 
Know  all  men  by  thefe  prefents,  that  we^ 
whofe  names  are  underwritten,  do  acknowl- 
edge oilrfelves  to  be  the  loyal  fubjedls  of 
King  James,  King  of  Great-Britain,  France, 
and  Ireland,  Defender  of  the  Faith,  &c.  Iri 
tv^itnefs  whereof,  and  as  a  teftimonial  of  the 
fame,  we  have  fubfcribed  our  names,  or 
marks,  as  followeth  : 

Ohquamehiid,  Nattawahunt,  Quadequina, 
Cawnacome,     Caunbatant,     Huttamoiden, 
Obbatinua,        Chikatabak,     Apannow." 

Hobamak, 
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Hobamak,  another  of  thefe  fubordinate 
cliiefs,  caime  and  took  up  his  refidence  at 
Plymouth,  where  he  continued  as  a  faithful 
guide  and  interpreter  as  long  as  he  livedo 
The  Indians  of  the  ifland  of  Gapawock, 
which  had  now  obtained  the  name  of  Mar- 
tha's or  Martin's  Vineyard,  alfo  fent  meiTen-^ 
gers  of  peace; 

Haying  heard  much  of  the  Bay  of  Maffa^ 
chufetts,  both  from  the  Indians  and  the  Eng- 
liih  filhermen,  Go'v^ernor  Bradford  appoint- 
ed ten  men,  ivith  Squanto  and  two  other  In« 
dians,  to  vifit  the  place,  and  trade  with  the 
natives.  On  the  iSth  of  September,  they 
failed  in  a  fhallopj^  and  the  tiext  day  got  to 
the  bottom  of  the  ba3/,  where  they  landed 
under  a  cliff, '^  arid  were  kindly  received  by 
Obbatinewa,  thd  Sachem  >yho  had  fubfcrib- 
ed  the  fubmiffioil  at  Plymouth  a  few  days 
before.  He  renewed  his  fubmiffion,  and  re- 
ceived a  promife  of  affiftance  and  defence 
againft  the  Squaw  Sachem  of  Maffachufetts, 
and  other  enemies. 

The  appearance  of  this  bay  was  pleafmg. 
They  faw  the  mouths  of  two  rivers  which 
emptied  into  it.     The  iflands  were  cleared 

of 

*  Suppcfed  to  be  Copp's  KUi,  in  the  town  of  Bollon. 


B  R  A  D  F  O  R  D.         22^ 

bf  wood,  and  had  been  planted  ;  but  moft 
of  the  people  who  had  inhabited  them  either 
were  dead,  or  had  removed.  Thofe  wha 
remained  were  continually  in  fear  of  the  Tar- 
ratenes,  who  frequently  came  from  the  eaft- 
ward  in  a  hoftile  manner,  and  robbed  them 
of  their  corm  In  one  of  thefe  predatory  in- 
vafions,  Nanepafhamet,  a  Sachem,  had  been 
flain  ;  his  body  lay  buried  under  a  frame, 
furrounded  by  an  intrenchment  and  palifade. 
A  monument  on  the  top  of  a  hill  defignated 
the  place  where  he  Was  killed. 

Having  explored  the  bay,  and  collefted 
fome  beaver,  the  fhallop  returned  to  Plym- 
outh, and  brought  lb  good  a  report  of  the 
place,  thdt  the  people  wifhed  they  had  been 
feated  there.  But  having  planted  corn  and 
built  huts  at  Plymouth,  and  being  there  in 
fecurity  from  the  natives,  they  judged  the 
motives  for  continuance  to  be  llronger  than 
for  removal.  Many  of  their  pofterity  have 
judged  ctherwife. 

la  November,  a  fhip  arrived  from  Eng- 
land, with  thirty-five  paffengers,  to  augment 
the  Colony.  Unhappily  they  were  fo  fhort 
of  provifion,  that  the  people  of  Plymouth 
were  obliged  to  victual  the  Ihip  home,  and 
E  E  then 
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then  put  themfelves  and  the  new  coiners  to' 
half  allowance.  Before  the  next  fpring. 
(1622)  the. Colony  began  to  feel  the  rigouy 
of  famine;  In  the  height  of  this  diftrefs,  the 
Governor  received  from  Canonicus,  Sachem 
of  Narraganfet,  a  threatening  mefiage,  in  the' 
emblematic  ftyle  of  the  ancient  Scythians  ; 
a  bundle  of  arrows,  boimd  with  the  fkin  of 
a  ferpent.  The  Governor  fent  an  anfwer 
in  the  fame  ftyle,  the  fkin  of  the  ferpent  filled 
with  powder  and  ball.  The  Narraganfets, 
afraid  of  its  contents,  fent  it  back  unopeiied  ; 
and  here  the  correfpondence  end€d.r 

It  was  now  judged  proper  to  fortify  the^ 
town*  Accordingly  it  was  furrounded  with" 
2u  ftockade  and  four  flankarts  ;  a  guard  was' 
kept  by  day  and  night,  the  Company  being 
divided  into  four  fquadronsv  A  felecSt  num- 
ber  were  appointed,  in  cafe  of  accidental  fire^ 
to  mount  guard  with  their  backs  to  the  fire^ 
to  prevent  a  furprife  from  the  Indians^ 
Within  the  ftockade  was  enclofed  the  top  of 
the  hill,  under  v^hich  the  town  was  built,  and 
a  fufHciency  of  land  for  a  garden  to  each 
family.  The  works  were  begun  in  Februa- 
ry, and  finifhed  in  March, 

At 
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At  this  time  the  famine  was  very  fevere. 
Fifh  and  fpring  water  were  the  only  provifion 
on  which  the  people  fubfifled.  The  want 
of  bread  reduced  their  fleih ;  yetj  they  h^-d 
fo  much  health  and  fpirit,  that,  on  hearing  of 
the  maflacre  in  Virginia,  they  ereded  an  ad- 
ditional fort  on  the  top  of  the  hill,  with  a  flat 
roof,  on  which  the  guns  were  mounted  ;  the 
lower  ftory  ferved  them  for  a  place  of  wor- 
fhip.  Sixty  acres  of  ground  were  planted 
with  corn  ;  and  their  gardens  were  fown 
with  the  feeds  of  other  efculent  vegetables, 
in  great  plenty. 

The  arrival  of  two  fliips  with  a  new  Col- 
ony, fent  put  by  Thomas  Wefton,  but  with- 
out provifions,  was  an  additional  misfortune. 
Some  of  thefe  people  being  fick,  were  lodged 
in  the  hofpital  at  Plymouth  till  they  were  fo 
far  recovered  as  to  join  their  companions, 
who  feated  themfelves  ^t  Weflaguflet,  fmce 
jCalled  Weymouth. 

The  firft  fupply  of  provifion  was  obtained 
from  the  fifliing  veffels  ;  of  which  thirty-five 
came  this  fpring,  from  England  to  the  coaft. 
In  Auguft,  two  {hips  arrived  with  trading 
goods  ;  which  the  planters  bought  at  a  great 
difadvantage,    giving  beaver  in   exchange. 

The 
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The  fummer  being  dry,  and  the  harveft  fhort, 
it  became  neceflary  to  make  excurfions 
among  the  natives,  to  procure  corn  and 
beans,  with  the  goods  purchafed  from  the 
fhips.  Governor  Bradford  undertook  this 
fervice,  having  Squanto  for  his  guide  and  in- 
terpreter ;  who  was  taken  ill  on  the  paflage, 
and  died  at  Manamoik.  Before  his  death, 
he  requefted  the  Governor  to  pray  for  him, 
"that  he  might  go  to  the  Englifhman's 
God." 

In  thefe  excurfions,  Mr.  Bradford  was 
treated  by  the  natives  with  great  refpe6t ;  and 
the  trade  was  conduced,  on  both  parts,  with 
jullice  and  confidence.  ArNaufet,  the  fhal- 
lop  being  ftranded,  it  was  necefTary  to  put 
the  corn,  which  had  been  purchafed,  in 
ilack,  and  to  leave  it,  covered  with  mats  and 
fedge,  in  the  care  of  the  Indians,  whilft  the 
Governor  and  his  party  came  home,  fifty 
miles,  on  foot.  It  remained  there,  from 
November  to  January ;  and,  when  another 
fliallop  was  fent,  it  was  found  in  perfe<£l  fafe- 
ty,  and  the  ftranded  ihallop  was  recovered.* 

At  Namafket,  [Middleborough]  an  inland 
place,  he  bought  another  quantity,  which 

was 

*  WInflow,  in  Purchas,  iv.  1858, 
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was  brought  home,  partly  by  the  people  of 
the  Colony,  and  partly  by  the  Indian  wo- 
men ;  thek  men  difdaining  to  bear  burdens. 

At  Manomet  [Sandwich]  he  bargained 
for  more,  which  he  was  obliged  to  leave  till 
March,  when  Captain  Standifh  went  and 
fetched  it  home,  the  Indian  women  bring- 
ing it  down  to  the  Ihallop.  The  whole 
quantity  thus  purchafed,. amounted  to  twen- 
ty-eight hogfheads,  of  corn  and  beans  ;  of 
which  Wefton's  people  had  a  ihare,  as  they 
had  joined  in  the  purchafe. 

In  the  fpring  (1623)  the  Governor  receiv- 
ed a  meffage  from  Mafaflbit,  that  he  was 
fick  ;  on  which  occafion,  it  is  ufual  for  all 
the  friends  of  the  Indians  to  vifit  them,  or 
fend  them  prefents.  Mr.  Winilow  again 
went  to  vifit  the  Sachem,  accompanied  by 
Mr.  John  Hamden,*  and  they  had  Hobamak 

for 

*  In  Window's  Journal,  Mr.  Hamden  is  faid  to  be 
"  a  gentleman  of  London,  who  then  wintered  with  us, 
and  defired  much  to  fee  the  country.*'  I  fuppofe  this  to 
be  the  fame  perfon  who  diftinguifhed  himfelf  by  his  oppoii- 
tion  to  the  illegal  and  arbitrary  demands  of  King  Charles  I. 
He  had  previouily  (1637)  embarked  for  New-England 
with  Oliver  Cromwell,  Sir  Arthur  Hailerig,  and  others ; 
but  they  were  prevented  from  coming  by  the  King's 
"proclamation  againft  diforderly  trsinfporting  his  Maj^- 

« ty's 
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for  their  guide  and  interpreter.  The  viflt 
was  very  confolatory  to  their  fick  friend,  and 
the  more  fo,  as  Winflow  carried  him  fome 
cordials,  and  made  him  broth  after  the  Eng- 
lifh  mode,  which  contributed  to  his  recovery. 
In  return  for  this  friendly  attention,  Mafaflb- 
it  communicated  to  Hobamak  intelligence  of 
a  dangerous  confpiracy,  then  in  agitation 
among  the  Indians,  in  which  he  had  been  fo- 
licited  to  join.  Its  objedt  wa3  nothing  lefs 
than  the  total  extirpation  of  the  Englifh,  and 
it  was  occafioned  by  the  imprudent  conduct 
of  Wefton's  people  in  the  Bay  of  Maflachu- 
fetts.  The  Indians  had  it  in  contemplation 
to  make  them  the  firft  yiftims,  and  then  to 
fall  on  the  people  of  Plymouth.  Mafaflq- 
it's  advice  was  that  the  Englifh  fliould  feize 
and  put  to  death  the  chief  confpirators,  whom 
he  named  ;  and  faid  that  this  would  prevent 
the  execution  of  the  plot.  Hobamak  com- 
municated this  fecret  to  Winflow,  as  tjiey 
were  returning ;  and  it  was  reported  to  tKe 

Governor. 

On 

«  ty's  fubjev^ls  to  tKe  plantations  in  America."  Ham  Jen 
was  born  in  1594,  and  was  29  years  old  at  the  time  of  his 
being  at  Plymouth,  in  1623. 

See  NeaPs  Hift.  N.  E.  Vol.  I.  151.  Hazard's  State 
Papers,  Vol.  I.  421.  Northouck*s  Biographical  DidHon* 
ary,  H.  A.  M. 
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On  thl^  alarming  occafion  the  whole  Com- 
pany were  aflembled  in  Court,  and  the  news 
was  imparted  to  them.  Such  was  their  con- 
fidence in  the  Governor,  that  they  unaiii* 
moufly  requefted  him,  with  Allerton  his  A-C- 
fiftant,  to  concert  the  beft  meafures  for  their 
fafety.  The  refult  was  to  ftrengthen  the  for- 
tifications, to  be  vigilant  at  home,  and  to  lend 
fuch  a  force  to  the  Bay  of  Maflachufetts,. 
under  Captain  Standifh,  as  he  fhould  judge 
iufficient  to  crufh  the  confpiracy.  An  In- 
dian who  had  come  into  the  town  was  fu£- 
pedled  as  a  fpy,and  cojifined  in  irons.  Stand- 
ifh with  eight  chofen  men,  and  the  faithful 
Hobamak,  went  in  the  fhallop  to  Wefton's 
plantation,  having  goods  as  ufual  to  trade 
with  the  Indians.  Here  he  met  the  perfons 
who  had  been  iSamed  as  confpirators,  who 
perfonally  infulted  and  threatened  him.  A 
quarrel  enfued,  in  which  feven  of  the  Indians 
were  killed.  The  others  w^ere  fo  ftrucfc  with 
terror,  that  they  forfook  their  houfes  and  re- 
treated to  the  fwamps,  where  many  of  them 
died  with  cold  and  hunger ;  the  farvivors 
v/ould  have  fued  for  peace,  but  were  afraid 
to  go  to  Plymouth.  Wefton's  people  were 
fo  apprehenfive  of  the  confequences  of  this 

affair. 
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afFair,  that  they  quitted  the  plantation ;  and 
the  people  of  Plymouth,  who  offered  them, 
protection,  which  they  would  not  accept, 
were  glad  to  be  rid  of  fuch  troubkfome 
neighbours. 

Thus,  by  the  fpirited  conduO:  of  a  hand- 
ful of  brave  men,  in  conformity  to  the  ad- 
vice of  the  friendly  Sachem,  the  whole  con- 
Ipiracy  was  annihilated.  But  when  the  re- 
port of  this  tranfadlion  was  carried  to  their 
brethren  in  Holland,  Mr.  Robinfon,  in  his 
next  letter  to  the  Governor,  lamented  with 
great  concern  and  tendernefs,  *^  O  that  you 
had  converted  fome,  before  you  had  killed' 
any !   ^ 

The  fcatcity  which  they  had  hitherto  ex« 
perienced  was  partly  owing  to  the  increafe 
of  their  numbers,  and  the  fcantinefs  of  their 
fupplies  from  Europe  ;  but  principally  to 
their  mode  of  labouring  in  common,  and 
putting  the  fruit  of  their  labour  into  the  pub- 
lic ftore  ;  an  error,  which  had  the  fame  ef- 
feft  here,  as  in  Virginia.  To  remedy  this 
evil,  as  far  as  was  confiftent  with  their  en- 
gagements, it  was  agreed  in  the  fpring  of 
1623  that  every  family  fhould  plant  for  them=- 

felves, 

*  Priace^  145. 
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felves,  on  fuch  ground  as  fhould  be  affigned 
to  them  by  lot,  without  any  divifion  for  in- 
beritance  ;*  and  that  in  the  time  of  harveft 
a  competent  portion  fliould  be  brought  into 
the  common  ftore,  for  the  maintenance  of  the 
public  officers,  fifhermen  and  fuch  other  per- 
fons  as  could  not  be  employed  in  agriculture. 
This  regulation  gave  a  fpring  to  induftry ; 
the  women  and  children  cheerfully  went  to 
work  with  the  men,  in  the  fields,  and  much 
more  corn  was    planted  than   ever  before. 
Having  but  one  boat,  the  men  were  divided 
into  parties  of  fix  or  feven,  who  took  their 
turns  to  catch  fifli ;  the  fhore  afforded  them 
fhell-fifh,  and  ground  nuts  ferved  them  for 
bread.      When  any  deer  was  killed  the  flefh 
was  divided  among  the  whole  Colony.     Wa-  ' 
ter  fowl  came  in  plenty  at  the  proper  feafon^ 
but  the  want  of  boats  prevented  them  from 
being  taken  in  great  numbers.     Thus  they 
{ubfifted,  through  the  third  fummer,  in  the 
latter  end  of  which  two  vefTels  arrived  vv^ith 
fixty  paffengers.    The  harveft  was  plentiful ; 
and  after  this  time  they  had  no  general  want 
of  food,  becaufe  they  had  learned  to  depend 
F  F  on 
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^34        BRADFORD. 

on  their  own  exertions,  rather  than  on  for^ 
eign  fupplies* 

The  combination  -which  they  made,  be^ 
fore  their  landing  at  Cape  Cod,  was  the  firft 
foundation  of  their  Government ;  but,  as 
they  were  driven  to  this  expedient  by  necef- 
fity,  it  was  intended  to  fiibfift  no  longer  than 
till  they  could  obtain  legal  authority  from 
their  Sovereign."^  As  foon  as  they  knew  of 
the  eftabiifhment  of  the  Council  of  New- 
England,  they  applied  for  a  patent ;  which 
w^as  taken  in  the  narne  of  John  Peirce,  in 
truil  for  the  Colony.  When  he  faw  that 
they  were  wdi  feated,  and  that  there  was  a 
profpefl:  of  fuccefs  to  their  undertaking,  h0- 
went,  without  their  knowledge,  but  in  their 
name,  and  folicitod  the  Council  for  another 
patent,  of  greater  extent ;  intending  to  keep 
it  to  himfelf,  and  allow  them  no  more  than 
he  pleafed,  holding  them  as  his  tenants,  to 
fue  and  be  fued  at  his  Courts.  In  purfuance 
of  this  defign,  having  obtained  the  patent,  he 
bought  a  fhip,  which  he  named  the  Paragon ; 
loaded  her  with  goods,  took  en  board  up- 
wards of  fixty  paiTengers,  and  failed  from 
London,  for  the  Colony  of  New  Plymouth^ 

In 

*  Morton,  45.     Prince,  136.     Mag.  I.  12- 
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In  the  Downs,  he  was  overtaken  by  a  tempeft, 
which  fo  damaged  the  fhip,  that  he  was  obli* 
ged  to  put  her  into  dock ;  where  fhe  lay 
feven  weeks,  and  her  repairs  coft  him  one 
hundred  pounds.  In  December,  1622,  he 
failed  a  iecond  time,  having  on  board  one 
hundred  and  nine  perfons ;  but  a  feries  of 
tempeftuous  weather  which  continued  four- 
teen days,  difabled  his  Jihip,  and  forced  hinx 
back  to  Portfmouth.  Thefe  repeated  difap* 
pointments  proved  fo  difcouraging  to  him, 
that  he  was  eafiiy  prevailed  upon  by  the 
Company  of  Adventurers,  to  afEgn  his  pa-* 
tent  to  them  for  five  hundred  pounds.  The 
paflengers  came  over  in  other  fhips. 

In  1629,  another  patent  of  larger  extent 
was  folicited  by  Ifaac  Allerton,  and  taken  out 
in  the  name  of  "  William  Bradford,  his  heirs, 
aflbciates,  and  affigns."*  This  patent  con- 
firmed their  title  (as  far  as  the  Crown  of 
England  could  confirm  it)  to  a  tradt  of  land 
bounded  on  the  eaft  and  fouth  by  the  Atlan- 
tic Ocean,  and  by  lines  drawn  weft  from  the 
Rivulet  of  ConohafTet,  and  north  from  the 
River  of  Narraganfet,  which  lines  meet  in 
a  point,  comprehending  all  the  country  call* 

ed 

*  Hazard,  I.  298. 
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ed  Pokanoket.,  To  this  tradt  they  fuppofecl 
they  had  a  prior  title  from  the  depopulation 
of  a  great  part  of  it  by  a  peftilence,  from  the. 
gift  of  MafafToit,  his  voluntary  fubjedtion  ta 
the  Crown  of  England,  and  his  having  taken 
protection  of  them.  In  a  declaration  pub-. 
lifhed  by  them  in  162,6^  they  afferted  their 
*^  lawful  right  in  refpe<St  of  vacancy,  dona*, 
tion.  and  purchafe  of  the  natives," ^^  which,  to-. 
gether  Vi^ith  their  patent  from  the  Crown, 
tlirough  the  Council  of  New-^England,  form-^ 
ed  '''  the  warrantable  ground  and  foundation 
of  their  government,  of  making  laws  and 
difponng  of  lands."'|' 

In 

*  Hazard,  I.  404. 
•f  In  1639,  after  the  termination  of  the  Pequod  v/ar, 
MafafToit,  who  had  then  changed  his  name  to  Woofame- 
quen,  brought  his  fon  Mooanam  to  Plymouth,  and  defi- 
red  that  the  league  which  he  had  formerly  made,  might 
be  renewed  and  made  inviolable.  The  Sachem  and  his 
fon  volunt9.nl7  promifed,  "  for  themfelves  and  their  fuc- 
celTors,  that  they  would  not  needlefsly  nor  unjuftly  raife 
any  quarrels  or  do  any  wrong  to  other  natives  to  provoke 
them  to  war  againft  the  Colony ;  and  that  they  would 
not  give,  fell  or  convey  any  of  their  lands,  territories  or. 
polTeillons  whatever,  l:o  any  perfon  or  perfcns  whomfoev- 
er,  without  the  privity  or  confent  of  the  Government  of 
Plymouth,  other  than  to  fuch  as  the  faid  Government 
fhoujd  fend  or  appoinu     The  whole  Court  did  then  ratify 

and 
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In  the  fame  patent  was  granted  a  large 
tra£l  bordering  on  the  river  Kennebeck, 
where  they  had  carried  on  a  traffic  with  the 
natives  for  furs,  as  they  did  alfo  at  Connecti- 
cut River,  which  was  not  equally  beneficial, 
becaufe  there  they  had  the  Dutch  for  rivals.* 
The  fur  trade  was  found  to  be  much  more 
advantageous  than  the  fiihery.  Sometimes 
they  exchanged  corn  of  their  own  growth, 
for  furs  ;  but  European  coarfe  cloths,  hard 
ware,  and  ornaments,  were  good  articles  of 
trade  when  they  could  command  them. 

The  Company  in  England,  with  which 
they  were  connected,  did  not  fupply  them 
in  plenty.  LolTes  were  fuftained  by  fea; 
the  returns  were  not  adequate  to  their  ex- 
pectations ;  they  became  difcouraged  ;  threw 
many  reflections  on  the  planters,  and  finally 
refufed  them  any  farther  fuppHes  ;f  but  ftill 

demanded 

and  confirm  the  aforefald  league,  and  promife  to  the  faid 
Woofameqiien,  his  fon  and  fuccefTors,  that  they  would 
defend  them  againft  all  fuch  as  fliould  mijuftly  rife  up 
^gainft  them,  to  •WTong  or  opprefs  them." 

Morton's  Memorial,  150. 

*  Hutch.  II.  469.     Prince,  157. 

f  Bradford's  Letters  In  the  Ccllectlons  of  the  HixlGrical 
Society,  vol.  III.  p.  29,  36,  60. 
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demanded  the  debt  due  from  them,  and 
would  not  permit  them  to  conned  them- 
fclves  in  trade  with  any  other  perfons.  The 
planters  comjTiained  to  the  Council  of  Ncvm 
England,  but  obtained  no  redrefs.  After 
the  expiration  of  the  feven  years  (1628^  for 
which  the  contracl:  was  m.adCg  eight  of  the 
principal  perfons  in  the  Colony,  with  four  of 
their  friends  in  London,  became  bound  for 
the  balance ;  and  from  that  time  took  the 
whole  trade  into  their  own  hands.  Thefe 
wei"^  obliged  to  take  up  money  at  an  exor-: 
bitant  intereft,  and  to  go  deeply  into  trade  at 
Kennebeck,  Penobfcot,  and  Connefticut ;  by 
which  means,  and  their  own  great  induftry 
and  economy,  they  were  enabled  to  difcharge 
the  debt,  and  pay  for  the  tranfportation  of 
thirty-five  families  of  their  friends  from  Ley^ 
den,  who  arrived  in  1629, 

The  patent  had  been  taken  in  the  name  of 
Mr.  Bradford,  in  truft  for  the  Colony ;  and 
the  event  proved  that  their  confidence  was 
tiot  mifplaced.  When  the  number  .of  peo- 
ple was  increafed,  and  new-  tov^mfhips  were 
ere<fVed,  the  General  Court,  in  1640,  requeft- 
ed  that  he  would  furrender  the  patent  into 

their 
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their  hands/'^  To  this  he  readily  confented  ; 
and,  by  a  written  inflrument,  under  his  hand 
and  feal,  furrendered  it  to  theixi ;  referving 
for  himfelf  no  more  than  his  proportion,  by 
previous  agreement.  This  was  done  in 
open  Court,  and  the  patent  was  immediately 
re-delivered  into  his  cuilody. 

Whilil  they  were  few  in  number,  the 
\vhole  body  of  affociates,  or  freemen,  affem- 
bled  for  legiflative-  executive  and  judicial  bu- 
fmefs.f  In  1634,  the  Governor  and  AfSfl- 
ants  w^ere  conftituted  a  Judicial  Court,  and 
afterward,  the  Supreme  Judiciary.  J  Petty 
offences,  atid  adlidns  of  debt,  trefpafs  and 
damage,  not  exceeding  forty  ihiliings,  were 
tried  by  the  Sele(rtmen  of  each  town,  with 
liberty  of  appeal  to  the  next  Court  of  Affift- 
ants.  The  firfl:  Affembly  of  Reprefentatives^ 
vvas  hdd  in  1639,  "^'^^cn  two  Deputies  were 
fent  from  each  town,  and  four  from  Plym- 
outh, In  1649  Plyj^outh  was  reftridied  ta 
the  fame  number  w^ith  the  other  townsc 
Thefe  Deputies  were  chofen  by  the  freemen  ; 
and  none  were  admitted  to  the  privilege  of 
freeman,  but  fuch  as  were  twenty-^one  years 

of 

*  Hazard,  I,  298,  468. 
f  Hutcli.  II,  4-57,  -^  Plymouth  Lavz-i. 
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of  age,  of  fbber  and  peaceable  converfation^ 
orthodox  in  the  fundamentals  of  religion^ 
and  poffeiTed  of  twenty  pounds  rateable 
eftate. 

By  the  former  patent,  the  Colony  of 
Plymouth  %vas  empowered  "  to  ena£t  fuch 
laws,  as  fhould  moft  befit  a  State,  iti  its  nbn-^ 
age,  not  rejecting,  or  omitting  to  obferve 
fuch  of  the  laws  of  their  native  country,  as 
woiild  conduce  to  their  good."*  In  the  fec- 
ond  patent,  the  power  of  government  w^as 
frranted  to  William  Bradford  and  his  affoci-^ 

o 

ates,  in  the  following  terms,  f     "  To  frame 
and  make  orders^  ordinances  and  conftitu- 
tions,  as  well  for  the  better  government  of 
their  affairs  here,   [in  England]  and  the  re- 
ceiving or  admitting  any  to  his  or  their  fo- 
ciety  ;  as  alfo,  for  the  better  government  of 
his  or  their  people,  at  fea,  in  going  thither, 
or  returning  from  thence ;  and  the  fame  to 
be  put  in  execution,  by  fuch  officers   and 
minifters  as  he  or  they  fhall   authorife  and 
depute  ;  provided,  that  the  faid  laws  be  not 
repugnant  to  the  laws  of  England,  or  the 

frame 

*  Preface  to  Plymouth  Laws,  by  Secretary  Morton, 
f  Hazard,  I.  302, 
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feme  of  government  by  the  faid  PrefidenC 
and  Council  hereafter  to  be  eftablifhed." 

At  that  time,  a  general  government  over 
the  whole  territory  of  New-England,  was  a 
favomite  obje6t  with  the  Council,  which 
granted  tliefe  patents  ;  but,  after  feveral  at- 
tempts, it  finally  mifcarried,  to  the  no  fmall 
joy  of  the  planters,  who  tvere  then  at  liberty 
to  govern  themfelves^ 

In  the  formation  of  the  laws  of  New- 
Plymouth,  regard  was  had,  "  primarily  and 
principally,  to  the  ancient  platform  of  God's 
law."  For,  though  fome  parts  of  that  fyf-*' 
tern  were  peculiar  to  the  circumftances  of  the 
fons  of  Jacob,  yet  "  the  whole  being  ground* 
ed  on  principles  of  moral  equity,"  it  was  the 
opinion  of  our  firft  planters,  not  at  Plymouth 
only,  but  in  Maffachufetts,  New-Haven  and 
Conne<rdcut,  that  "  ?J1  men,  efpecially  Chrif- 
tians,  ought  to  have  an  eye  to  it,  in  the  fram- 
ing of  their  political  conftitutionso"^  A  fee- 
ondary  regard  was  had  to  the  liberties,  grant- 
ed to  them  by  their  Sovereign,  and  the  laws 
of  England,  which  they  fuppofed  "  any 
impartial  perfon  might  difcern^  in  the  pe- 
G  o  rufal 

*  Preface  to  Plymouth  La-ivs, 


242         BRADFORD, 

rufal    of    the   book    of  the    laws  of   the 
Colony." 

At  firft  they  had  fome  douht  concerning 
their  right  of  punifhing  capital  crimes.  A 
murder^  which  happened  in  1630,  made  it 
neceffary  to  decide  this  queftion.  It  was  de- 
cided by  the  divine  law  againft  Ihedding  hu- 
man blood,  which  was  deemed  indifpenlible* 
In  1636  their  Code  of  Laws  was  revifed,  and 
capital  crimes  were  enumerated  and  defined. 
In  167 1  it  was  a^ain  revifed,  and  the  next 
year  printed,  with  this  title  :  "  The  book  of 
the  general  laws  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  ju- 
rifdidion  of  New-Plymouth  ;"*  a  title  very 
fimilar  to  the  Codes  of  Maflaehufetts  and 
Connedicut,  which  were  printed  at  the  fame 
time  by  Samuel  Green^  at  Cambridge. 

The 

*  Governor  Hiitclimfon,  with'  unaccountable  carelelT- 
nefs,  has  alTerted,  (vol.  II.  463)  that  they  "never  eftab- 
liihed  any  diftinct  code  or  body  of  laws  j"  grounding  his 
affertlon  on  a  paflage  in  Hubbard's  MS.  Hiftory,  v/hich 
implies  no  fuch  thing.  The  quotation,  iriiperfedly  giveft 
by  Hutchinfon,  is  correelly  as  fello^vs,  {-p.  50.-) 

**  The  laws  they  intended  to  be  governed  by,  were  tHe 
laws  of  England  ;  the  which  they  %vere  willing  to  be  fub^ 
jecl  to,  though  in  a  foreign  land  ;  and  have,  fince  that 
tim€,  continued  in  that  mind  for  the  general,  adding  only 
^ome  particular  municipal  laws  of  their  own,  in  fuch  ca- 
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'  -The  piety,  wifdom,  and  integrity  of  Mr, 
Bradford,  were  fuch  prominent  features  in 
his  charad:er,  that  he  was  annually  chofen 
Governor  as  long  as  he  lived,  excepting 
three  years,  when  Mr.  Winflow,  and  two, 
when  Mr.  Prince,  were  chofen  ;  and,  even 
then,  Mr.  Bradford  was  the  firft  in  the  lift  of 
Affiftants,  which  gave  him  the  rank  of  Depu- 
ty-Governor. In  1624  they  chofe  five  Affift- 
ants, and,  in  1633,  feven  ;  the  Governor 
having  a  double  vote.  Thefe  augmentations 
were  made  at  the  earneft  requeft  of  Mr. 
Bradford,  who  ftrongly  recommended  a  ro- 
tation in  the  eleftion  of  a  Governor;  but^ 
could  not  obtain  it  for  more  than  five  years 
in  thirty-five ;  and  never  for  more  than  tw^o 
years  in  fucceffion.  His  argument  was, 
'^  that  if  it  were  any  honour  or  benefit,  other$ 
befide  himfelf  fhould  partake  of  it ;  if  it  were 
a  burden^  others  befide  himfelf  fhould  help 

to 

fes,  where  the  common  laws  and  flatutes  of  England  could 
not  well  reach,  or  afford  them  help  in  emergent  diSicul- 
ties  of  the  place  ;  poffibly  on  the  fame  ground  that  Paca» 
vius  fometimes  advifed  his  neighbours  of  Capua,  not  to 
cafhier  their  old  magiftrates,  till  they  could  agree  on  bet» 
ter  to  place  in  their  room.  So  did  thefe  choofe  to  abide 
by  the  laws  of  England,  till  they  could  be  provided  of 
better,'* 
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to  bear  it."*  Notwithftanding  the  reafon^ 
ablenefs  and  equity  of  his  plea,  the  people 
had  fuch  a  ftrong  attachment  to  him,  and 
confidence  in  him,  that  they  could  not  be  per- 
fuaded  to  leave  him  out  of  the  Government* 
For  the  lafl:  twelve  years  of  his  life,  he 
was  annually  chofen  without  interruption^ 
and  ferved  in  the  office  of  Governor.  His 
health  continued  good  till  the  autumn  of 
J 65 6,  when  it  began  to  decUne ;  and,  as  the 
next  fpring  advanced,  he  became  weaker^ 
but  felt  not  any  acute  illnefs  till  the  bejgin-? 
ping  of  May. 

After  a  diftreffing  day,  his  mind  was,  in 
the  following  night,  fo  elevated  with  the  idea 
pf  futurity,  that  he  faid  to  his  friends  in  the 
morning,  *^  God  has  given  me  a  pledge  of 
my  happinefs  in  another  world,  and  the  firft 
fruits  of  eternal  glory."  The  n^xt  day, 
being  the  ninth  of  May,  1657,  he  was  re- 
moved from  this  world  by  death,  in  the  fix- 
ty-ninth  year  of  his  age,  to  the  immenfe  lofs 
and  grief  of  the  people,  not  only  in  Plym- 
outh, but  the  neighbouring  Colonies  ;  fourf 

of 

*  Morton,  p.  53« 

t    Thefe  four  Colonies  were  MaiTachufetts,  Conne^icut^ 
New-Haven,  and  Rhode-Illand« 
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0f  which  he  lived  to  fee  eftablifhed,  befide 
ithat  of  which  he  was  one  of  th€  principal 
founders. 

In  addition  to  what  has  been  faid  of  Mr. 
Bradford's  charadler,  it  may  be  obferved, 
that  he  was  a  fenfible  man,  of  a  ftrong  mind, 
a  found  judgment,  and  a  good  memory. 
Though  not  favoured  with  a  learned  educa- 
tion, he  was  much  inclined  to  ftudy  and 
writing.  The  French  and  Dutch  languages 
were  familiar  to  him,  and  he  attained  a  con- 
fiderable  knowledge  of  the  Latin  and  Greek  ; 
Jjut  he  rnore  affiduoufly  ftudied  the  Hebrew, 
becaufe  he  laid  that  "  he  would  fee  with  his 
own  eyes,  the  ancient  oracles  of  God,  in  their 
fiative  beauty."  * 

He  had  read  much  of  hlftory  and  philos- 
ophy, but  theology  was  his  favourite  ftudy. 
He  was  able  to  manage  the  polemic  part  of 
it,  with  much  dexterity  ;  and  was  particular- 
ly vigilant  againft  the  feftaries  w^hich  infeft- 
ed  the  Colonies  ;  though  by  no  means  fe- 
vere  or  intolerant,  as  long  as  they  continued 
peaceable ;  wifhing  rather  to  foil  them  by 
argument,  and  guard  the  people  againft  re- 
ceiving 

*  Mather's  Magnalia,  II.  5. 
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ceiving  their  tenets,  than  to  fupprefs  them  by 
violence  or  cut  them  off  by  the  fword  of 
magiftracy.    Mr,  Hubbard's  charafter  of  him 
isj  that  he  was"'^*a  perfon  of  great  gravity 
and  prudence,  of  fober  principles,  and  foir 
one  of  that  perfuafion  (Brownifts)  very  plias 
ble,  gentle  and  condefcending." 
-  He  wrote  "  a  Hiftory  of  Plymouth  people 
and  Colony,"*  beginning  with  the  firft  for-^ 
ination  of  the  Church  in  1602,  and  ending 
in  1646.     It  was  contained  in  a  folio  vok 
ume  of  270  pages,     Morton's  Memorial  is, 
an  abridgment  of  it,     Prince  and  Hutchia-. 
fon  had  the  ufe  of  it,  and  the  manufcript  wa$ 
carefully  depofited  with  Mr.  Prince's  valua« 
ble  Collection  of  Papers,  in  the  library  of  the  !^ 
Old  South  Church  in  Bofton,  which  fell  a 
facrifice  to  the  unprincipled  fury  of  the  Brit-i 
i£h  army,  in  the  year  1775,  fince  which  time^ 
it  has  not  been  feen.     He  alfo  had  a  large,; 
book  of  copies  of  letters  relative  to  the  affairs' 
of  the  Colony,  a. fragment  of  which  was,  a 
few  years  ago,  recovered  by  accident,f  an4r 

publifhed, 

*  Preface  to  Frmce*s  Annals,  p.  vi,  ix. 

J.  Jt  was  accidentally  feen  in  a  Grocer's  fliop  at  Hali- 
fax, Nova-Scotia,  by  James  Clarke,  Efq.  a  Correfponding 
Member  of  the  Hirtorical  Society,  and  by  him  tranfmitte4 

to  Bofton. 
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pubiiflied,  by  the  Hiftorical  Society.*  To 
this  fragment  is  fubjoined  another,  being  a 
*^  defcriptive  and  hiftorical  account  of  New 
England,"  in  verfe ;  which  if  it  be  not  gra^-^ 
ced  with  the  charms  of  poetry,  yet  is  a  jnft 
and  affefiting  narrative,  intermixed  with  pi- 
ous and  ufeful  refleftions.  Befides  thefe,  he 
wrote,  as  Dr.  Mather  fays,  ^*  fome  fignificant 
things,  for  the  confutation  of  the  errors  of 
the  times ;  by  which  it  appears,  that  he  was 
a  perfon  of  a  good  temper,  and  free  from 
that  rigid  fpirit  of  feparation^  which  broke 
the  Separatifts  to  pieces." 

In  his  office  of  chief  magiftrate,  he  was 
prudent j  temperate  and  firm.  He  would 
fufFer  no  perfon  to  trample  on  the  laws,  or 
difturb  the  peace  of  the  Colony,  During 
his  adminiftration  there  were  frequetit  accet 
fions  of  new  inhabitants ;  fome  of  whom 
were  at  firft  refraflory  ;  but  his  wifdom  and 
fortitude  obliged  them  to  pay  a  decent  ref- 
peift  to  the  laws  and  cuftoms  of  the  coun- 
ry.  One  particular  inftance  is  preferv^ed, 
A  company  of  young  men,  newly  arrivedj, 
were  very  unwilling  to  comply  with  the 
Governor's  order  for  working  on  the  public 

accounts 
*  CoUeaions  of  H.  S.  vol.  III.  p.  27.  77s 
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Account.  On  k  Ghrlftmas  day^  they  excufed 
themfelves,  under  pretence  that  it  was  agc^inft 
their  confcience  to  work/  The  Governor 
gave  thenr  no  other  anfwer  than,  that  he 
would  let  them  alone,  till  they  fhould  be 
better  informed.-  In  the  courfe  of  the  day, 
he  found  them  at  play  in  the  ftreet ;  and 
commanding  the  inftruments  of  their  game 
to  be  taken  froni  them,  he  told  them,  that 
it  waJ  againft  his  confcience  to  fufFer  them 
to  play,  whilft  others  were  at  -^ork ;  and 
that  if  they  had  ^ny  religious  regard  to  the 
day,  they  fhould  fliow  it,  in  the  exercife  of 
devotion  at  home;  This  gentle  reproof  had 
the  defired  effect,  and  prevented  a  repetition 
of  fuch  diforders. 

His  condudl:  toward  intruders  and  falfe 
friends  was  equally  moderate,  but  firm  and 
decifivca  John-  Lyford  had  impofed  him- 
felf  upon  the  Colony  as  a  Minifter,  being 
recommended  by  fome  of  the  adventurers. 
At  firft  his  behaviour  was  plaufible,  and  he 
was  treated  with  refpedt;  but  it  was  not 
long,  before  he  began,  in  concert  with  John 
Oldham,  to  excite  a  faftion.  The  Gov-* 
ernor  watched  them ;  and  when  a  fhip  was 
about  failing  for  England,  it  was  obfen^ed 

that 
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that  Lyford  was  very  bufy  in  writing  let- 
ters, of  which  he  put  a  great  number  on 
board.  The  Governor  in  a  boat,  followed 
the  fhip  to  fea,  and  by  favour  of  the  Mailer, 
who  was  a  friend  to  the  Colony,  examined 
the  letters,  fome  of  which  he  intercepted,  and 
concealed^  Lyford  and  Oldham  were  at 
firft  under  nitich  apprehenfion,  but  as  noth- 
ing tranfpired,  they  concluded  that  the 
Governor  had  only  gone  on  board  to  cany 
his  own  letters ;  and  felt  themfelves  fecure. 
In  one  of  the  intercepted  letters,  Lyford 
had  written  to  his  friends,  the  difcontented 
part  of  the  adventurers,  that  he  and  Oldham 
intended  a  reformation  in  Church  and  StatCo 
Accordingly  they  began  to  inftitute  a  fepa- 
rate.  Church ;  and  when  Oldham  was  fum- 
moned  to  take  his  turn  at  a  military  watch, 
he  not  only  refufed  compliance,  but  abufed 
Captain  Standiih,  and  drew  his  knife  upon 
him.  For  this  he  was  imprifoned  ;  and 
both  he  and  Lyford  were  brought  to  trial, 
before  the  whole  Company.  Their  beha- 
viour was  infolent  and  cbftinate.  The  Gov- 
ernor  took  pains  to  convince  them  of  their 
foUy^  but  in  vain.  The  letters  were  then 
H  H  produced  ; 
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produced  ;  their  adherents  were  confounded  | 
and  the  evidence  of  their  faftious  and  difor- 
derly  conduct  being  fatisfaftory,  they  were 
condemned,  and  ordered  to  be  banilhed  from 
the  plantation.  Lyford  was  allowed  fix 
months  for  probation  ;  but  his  pretences 
proved  hypocritical,  and  he  was  obliged  to 
depart.  After  feveral  removals  he  died  in 
Virginia.  Oldham  having  returned  after 
baniihment,  his  fecond  expulfion  was  con- 
duced in  this  fiiigular  manner.  "  A  guard 
of  mufqueteers  was  appointed,  through  which 
he  was  obliged  to  pafs  ;  every  one  was  order- 
ed to  give  him  a  blow  on  the  hinder  parts, 
with  the  butt  end  of  his  mufquet ;  then  he 
was  conveyed  to  the  water  fide,  where  a  boat 
was  ready  to  carry  him  away,  with  this  fare«» 
well,  Go,  and  mend  your  viannersr^^  This 
difcipline  had  a  good  efFe£t  on  him ;  he 
made  his  fubmiffion,  and  was  allowed  to 
come  and  go  on  trading  voyages.  In  one  of 
thefe,  he  was  killed  by  the  Pequod  Indians, 
which  proved  the  occafion  of  a  war  with 
that  nation. 

Mr.  Bradford  had  one  fon  by  his  firfl;  wife  ; 
and  by  his  fecond,  Alice  Southv/orth,  whom 

he 

*  Morton,  8i, 
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he  married  in  1623,  he  had  two  fpus  and 
a  daughter.  His  fon  William,  born  in  1 624, 
was  Deputy-Governor  of  the  Colony  after 
his  father's  death,  and  lived  to  the  age  of  80 ; 
as  appears  by  his  grave-ftone  in  Plymouth 
church-yard.  One  of  his  grandfons  and  two 
of  his  great  grandfons  were  Counfeilors  of 
Mafiachufetts.  Several  others  of  his  de- 
fcendants  have  borne  refpeitable  charafters, 
and  have  been  placed  in  ftations  of  honour 
and  ufefulnefs.  One  of  them,  William 
Bradford,  has  been  Deputy-Governor  of  the 
State  of  Rhode-Ifland,  and  a  fenator  in  the 
Congrefs  of  the  United  States.  Two  others, 
Alden  Bradford  and  Gamaliel  Bradford  are 
members  of  the  Hiftorical  Society, 
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XXiy.     WILLIAM  BREWSTER, 

JL  HE  place  of  this  gentle rnan's 
biitli  is  unknown.  The  time  of  it  was 
A.  D.  15600  He  received  his  education  at 
the  Univerfity  of  Cambridge,  where  he  be- 
came ferioufly  impreffed  with  the  truth  of 
religion,  which  had  its  genuine  influence  oi^ 
•Jy^  character,  through  his  whole  life. 

After  leaving  the  Univerfity,  he  entered 
into  the    fervince   of  William   Davifon,   a 
courtier  of  Q^een  Elizabeth,  and  her  Ambaf- 
fador  in   Scotland   and    in   Holland  ;    who 
found  him  fo  capable  and  faithful,  that  he 
xepofed  the  utmpft  confidence  in  him.     He 
efteemed  him  as  a  fon,  and  converfed  with 
him  in  private,  both  on  religious  and  political 
fubjefts,  v/ith  the  greateft  familiarity ;  and 
when  any  thing  occurred  which  required 
fecrefy,  Brewfter  was  his  confidential  friend. 
Wten  the  Queen  entered  into  a  league 
with  the  United  Provinces,  (1584)  and  re- 
ceived poffefTion  of  fevera!  towns  and  forts, 
as  fecurity  for  her   expenfes  in  defending 
their  liberties  ;  Davifon,  who  negociated  the 
matter,  entruHed  Brewfter  with  the  keys  of 

Flufhing, 
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Fluflilng,  one  of  tliofe  cautionary  towns  | 
and  the  States  of  Holland  were  fo  fenfible 
of  his  merit,  as  to  prefent  him  with  the 
ornament  of  a  golden  chain.* 

He  returned  with  the  Ambaffador  to  Eng- 
land, and  continued  in  his  fervice,  till  Da- 
vifon,  having  incurred  the  hypocritcal  diC- 
pleafure  of  his  arbitrary  miflrefs,  was  imprif* 
oned,  fined,  and  ruined,  Davifon  is  faid  to 
have  been  a  man  of  abilities  and  integrity, 
but  eafy  to  be  impofed  upon,  and  for  that 
very  reafon  was  made  Secretary  of  State,  f 
When  Mary,  the  unfortunate  Queen  of 
Scotland,  had  been  tried  and  condemned^ 
,and  the  Parliament  of  England  had  petition* 
ed  their  fovereign  for  her  execution,  Eliza- 
beth privately  ordered  Davifon  to  draw  a 
death-warrant,  which  fhe  figned,  and  fent 
him  with  it  to  the  Chancellor  to  have  the 
great  feal  annexed.  Having  performed  his 
duty,  fhe  pretended  to  blame  him  for  his 
precipitancy.  Davifon  acquainted  the  Coun- 
cil with  the  w^hole  tranfadlicn  ;  they  knew 
the  Queen's  real  fentiments,  and  perfeaded  * 
him.  to  fend  the  warrant  to  the  Earls  of  Kent 
and  Shrewibury,  promifing    to  j unify  his 

CGI1C.1I<— J 
*  Morton's  Memciial,  p.  154. 
f  Hume,  vol.  V.  chap.  42. 
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conducft,  and  take  the  blame  on  themfelves. 
Thefe  Earls  attended  the  execution  of  Mary  ; 
but,  when  Elizabeth  heard  of  it,  Ihe  affect- 
ed furprize  and  indignation ;  threw  all  the 
blame  on  the  innocent  Secretary,  and  com- 
mitted him  to  the  tower  ;  where  he  became 
the  fubje6t  of  raillery  from  thofc  very  Coun- 
fellors  who  had  promifed  to  countenance  and 
prote(3:  him.  He  was  tried  in  the  Star 
Chamber,  and  fined  ten  thoufand  pounds, 
which  being  rigoroufly  levied  upon  him, 
reduced  him  to  poverty.* 

During  thefe  misfortunes,  Brewfter  faith- 
fully adhered  to  him,  and  gave  him  all  the 
affiftance  of  which  he  was  capable.  When 
he  could  no  longer  ferve  him,  he  retired  in- 
to the  north  of  England,  among  his  old 
friends,  and  was  very  highly  efteemed  by 
thofe  who  were  moll  exemplary  for  religion,  f 
Being  poffeffed  of  a  handfome  property,  and 
having  fome  influence,  he  made  ufe  of  both 
in  promoting  the  caufe  of  religion,  and  pro- 
curing 

*  For  a  particular  account  of  Davifon,  and  a  full  vin- 
dication of  his  conduft,  the  reader  is  referred  to  the  5tli 
volume   of  Biographia  Brittanica,  publifhed  by  the-  late 
learned  and  candid  Dr.  Kippis  ;  where  the  charader  of 
Elizabeth  is  drawn  in  its  proper  colours.     P.  4 — 13- 

t  Cotton's  Appendix,  in  the  Colle<5lions  of  the  Hiftcri- 
cal  Society,  vol.  IV.  114. 
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curing  perfons  of  good  charader,  to  ferve  in 
the  office  of  minifters  to  the  parifhes  in  his 
neighbourhood. 

By  degrees  he  became  difgufted  with  the 
impofitions  of  the  prelatical  party,  and  their 
fe  verity  toward  men  of  a  moderate  and  peacea- 
ble difpofition.  This  led  him  to  inquire  critical- 
ly into  the  nature  of  ecclefiaftical  authority; 
and  having  difcovered  much  corruption  in  the 
conftitution,  forms,  ceremonies,  and  difcipline 
of  the  eftablifhed  Church,  he  thought  it  his  du- 
ty to  withdraw  from  its  communion,  and  join 
with  others  of  the  fame  fentiments  in  the  infti- 
tution  of  a  feparate  Church;  of  which  the  aged 
Mr.  Clifton  and  the  younger  Mr.  Robinfon 
were  appointed  pallors.  The  newly  formed 
Society  met,  on  the  Lord's  days,  at  Mre 
Brewfter's  houfe  ;  where  they  were  enter- 
tained at  his  expenfe,  with  much  affed:ion 
and  refpedt,  as  long  as  they  could  aflemble 
without  oppofition  from  their  adverfaries. 

But  when  the  refentment  of  the  hierar- 
chy, heightened  by  the  countenance  and  au- 
thority of  James,  the  fucceflbr  of  Elizabeth, 
obliged  them  to  feek  refuge  in  a  foreign  coun- 
try ;  Brewfter  was  the  moft  forward  to  affift 
them  in  their  removal.    He  was  one  of  thofe 

who 
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l^^o  went  on  bdard  a  veflel,  in  the  night,  at 
Boilon  in  Lincolnfhire,  (as  already  related  in 
the  life  of  Robinfon  ;)  and  being  apprehend* 
ed  by  the  magiflrates,  he  was  the  greateft  fuf- 
ferer,  becaufe  he  had  ths  moft  ptbperty. 
When  liberated  from  confinement,  he  firft 
ailifted  the  weak  and  poor  of  the  Society  in 
their  embarkation,  and  then  followed  them 
to  Holland. 

His  family  was  large,  and  his  deperidents 
numerous  ;  his  education  and  mode  of  liv- 
ing were  not  fuited  to  a  mechanical  or  mer- 
cantile life,  and  he  could  not  pr  adlife  agricul- 
ture in  a  commercial  cit}%  The  hardfliips 
which  he  fufFered  in  confequence  of  this  re- 
moval were  grievous  and  depreffing ;  but 
when  his  finances  w^ere  exhaufted,  he  had  a 
lefource  in  his  learning  and  abilities.  In 
Leyden  he  found  employment  as  a  tutor ; 
the  youth  of  the  city  and  univerfity  came  to 
him  for  inftrudiion  in  the  Englifh  tongue ; 
and  by  means  of  the  Latin,  which  vv^as  com- 
mon to  both,  and  a  grammar  of  his  own  con- 
ftru£lion,  they  foon  acquired  a  knowledge  of 
the  Englifh  language.  By  the  help  of  fome 
friends,  he  aifo  fet  up  a  printing-office,  and 
was  inftrumental  of  publifhing  feveral  books 

again  fl 
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againft  the  hierarchy,  which  could  not  obtain 
a  licenfe  in  England. 

His  reputation  was  fo  high  in  the  Church 
of  which  he  was  a  member,  that  they  chofe 
him  a  ruling  elder,  and  confided  in  his  wiC- 
dom,  experience  and  integrity,  to  aflift  in 
condudbing  their  temporal  as  well  as  ecelefi- 
aftical  concerns,  particularly  their  removal  to 
America.  With  the  minority  of  the  Church 
he  came  over,  and  fuffered  all  the  hardfliips 
attending  their  fettlement  in  this  wildernefs. 
He  partook  with  them  of  labour,  hunger  and 
watching  ;  his  bible  and  his  arms  were 
equally  familiar  to  him  ;  and  he  was  always 
ready  for  any  duty  or  fuffering  to  which  he 
was  called. 

For  fome  time  after  their  arrival,  they  were: 
deftitute  of  a  teaching  elder ;  expedting  and 
hoping  that  Mn  Robinfon,  with  the  remain- 
der of  the  church,  would  follow  them  to 
America.  Brewfter  frequently  ofEciated  as 
a  preacher,  but  he  never  could  be  perfuaded 
to  adminifter  the  facraments,  or  take  on  him 
the  paftoral  ofSce  ;  though  it  had  been  flip- 
ulated  before  their  departure  from  Holland, 
that  "thofe  who  firft  went  fhould  be  an  ab- 
folute  church  of  themfelves,  as  well  as  thofe 
I  I  vfho 
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who  ftaid  ;"*  and  It  was  one  of  their  princi- 
ples, that  the  brethren  who  elected,  had  the 
power  of  ordaining  to  office., 

The  reafon  of  his  refufal  was  his  extreme 
diffidence ;  being  unwilling  to  affuine  any- 
other  office  iri  the  Church,  than  that  with 
which  he  had  been  inverted  by  the  whole 
body.  This  plea  might  have  fome  force 
during  Robinfon's  life,  by  whofe  advice  he 
had  been  prevailed  upon  to  accept  the  office 
of  a  ruling  elder ;  but  after  his  death  there 
was  lefs  reafon  for  it,  and  his  declining  to  of- 
ficiate was  really  produdive  of  very  difagree- 
able  effects. 

A  fpirit  of  faQiCn  and  divlfion  was  excit- 
ed in  the  church,  partly  by  perfons  of  differ- 
ent fentiments  and  characters,  who  came 
over  from  England,  and  partly  by  uneafy  and 
affiiming  brethren  among  themfelves.  Such 
was  the  notoriety  and  melancholy  appear- 
ance of  thefe  divifions,  that  their  friends  in 
England  ferioufly  admonifhed  them,  anxl 
recommended  to  them  "  to  let  their  pradice 
in  the  Church  be  complete  and  full ;-  to  per- 
mit all  who  feared  God,  to  join  themfelves 
to  them  without  delay  ;  and  to  let  all  divine 

ordinances 

'  *  Prince,  66. 
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ordinances  be  ufed  completely  in  the  Church, 
without  longer  waiting  upon  uncertainties, 
or  keeping  a  gap  open  for  oppofites."^" 

With  this  falutary  advice  they  did  not- 
comply ;  and  one  great  obftacle  to  their  com- 
pliance was  the  liberty  of  ''  prophefying^'* 
which  was  allowed  not  only  to  the  elders, 
but  to  fuch  private  members  as  were  "  gift- 
ed" la  Robinfon'$  Apologyjf  this  princi- 
ple 

*  Bradford's  Letters  in  Colledlions  H.  Society,  III.  33. 

f  "We  learn  from  the  Apoftle  Paul,  (i  Cor.  xlv.  3.) 
that  he  who  prophefieth,  fpeaketh  to  men,  to  edification, 
and  exhortation,  and  comfort ;  which,  to  perform  conve- 
nientlyy  gomes  within  the  compafs  of  but  'a.fe'nj  of  the  muU 
titude,  haply  two  or  three  in  each  of  our  churches. 
Touching  prophecy,  then,  we  think  the  fame  that  the 
Synod  of  Embden  (1571)  hath  decreed  in  thefe  words, 
"  Let  the  order  of  prophecy  be  obferved  according  to 
PauPs  inftitution.  Into  the  fellowfhip  of  this  work,  are 
to  be  admitted,  not  only  the  miniilers,  but  the  teachers, 
elders  and  deacons,  yea  even  of  the  multitude,  who  are 
fUjilUfig  to  confer  their  gift,  received  of  God,  to  the  com- 
?non  utility  of  the  church  ;  but  fo  as  they  firfl  be  ailo<wed^ 
]?y  the  judgn;ent  of  tlie  minifters  and  others/' 

Robinfon^s  Apology,  Chap,  viii. 

Governor  Winthrop,  and  Mr.  Wilfon,  minifter  of  Bof- 
ton,  made  a  vifit  to  Plymouth  in  Oflober,  1632,  and  kept; 
Sabbath  there.  The  following  account  of  the  afternoon 
^xercife  is  preferved  in  Winthrop's  Journal,  p.  ,44. 

*^  In  the  afternoon  Mr.  Roger  Williams,  according  to 
their  cuftoxn,  propounded  a  queftion,  to  v/hich  the  paftor-i 

Mr« 
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pie  is  explained  In  a  very  cautious  manner  5 
the  exercife  of  the  gift  was  fubje£t  to  the 
judgment  of  the  minifter ;  and  whilft  they 
were  under  his  fuperintendence,  their  proph- 
efyings  were  conduded  with  tolerable  regUr 
larity ;  but  when  they  came  to  practice  on 
this  principle  where  they  had  not  that  ad- 
vantage, the  confequence  was  prejudicial  to 
the  eftablifhment  of  any  regular  miniftry 
among  them.  "  The  preachments  of  the 
gifted  brethren  produced  thofe  difcourage- 
ments,  to  the  minifters,  that  almoft  all  left 
the  Colony,  apprehending  themfelves  driven 
away  by  the  negledt  and  contempt,  with 
which  the  people  on  this  occafion  treated 
them."^  This  practice  was  not  allowed  in 
any  other  Church  of  New-England,  except 
that  of  Plymouth, 

Befide 

J^Ir.  Smith,  fpake  briefly;  then  Mr.  Willizms prop/je/ied ; 
and  after,  the  Governor  of  Plymouth  [Bradford]  ipal^e 
to  the  queftion  ;  after  him  the  elder  [Brewfler]  then  two 
or  three  more  of  the  congregation.  Then  the  elder  de- 
fired  the  Governor  of  Maflachufetts  and  Mr.  Wilfon  to 
fpea-k  to  it,  which  they  did.  When  this  was  ended,  the 
deacon,  Mr.  Fuller,  put  the  congregation  in  mind  of  their 
duty  of  contribution  ;  upon  which  the  Governor  and  all 
the  reft  went  down  to  the  deacon's  feat,  and  put  into  the 
bag,  and  then  returned." 

*  Hath.  Mag.  I.  14, 
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Befide  the  liberty  of  prophefying,  and 
public  conference,  there  were  feveral  other 
peculiarities  in  their  pradlice,  which  they 
learned  from  the  Brownifts,  and  in  which 
they  differed  from  many  of  the  reformed 
churches.*  They  admitted  none  to  their 
communion  without  either  a  written  or  oral 
declaration  of  their  faith  and  religious  expe- 
riences, delivered  before  the  whole  Church, 
with  liberty  for  every  one  to  afk  queftions 
till  they  were  fatisfied.  They  pradtifed  or- 
dination by  the  hands  of  the  brethren,  f 
They  difufed  the  Lord's  prayer  and  the  pub- 
lic reading  of  the  Scriptures,  They  did  not 
allow  the  reading  of  the  pfalm  before  fmg- 
jng,  till,  in  compaffion  to  a  brother  who 
could  not  read,  they  permitted  one  of  the 
elders  or  deacons  to  read  it  line  by  line,  af- 
ter it  had  been  previoufly  expounded  by  the 
minifter.J  They  admitted  no  children  to 
baptifm,  unlefs  one,  at  leaft,  of  the  parents, 
were  in  full  communion  with  t^ie  church ; 

and 

*  Baylie*s  DifruaHve  from  the  Errors  of  the  Times, 
p.  22. 

t  Cotton's  Appendix,  in  Colle<flions  of  the  Hjflorical 
Society,  IV.  127,  136,  &c. 

t  Ainfworth's  tranflation  of  the  Pfalmswas  ufed  in  the 
Church  of  Plymouth,  till  1692,  when  the  New-England 
verfion  was  introduced.  Cotton's  Appendix. 
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and  they  accounted  all  baptized  childrajjt 
proper  fubjeds  of  ecclefiaftical  difcipline. 
Whilft  in  Holland,  they  had  the  Lord's  Sup- 
per every  Sabbath  ;  but,  when  they  came 
to  America,  they  omitted  it  till  they  could 
obtain  a  minifter,  and  then  had  it  monthly. 
Moft  of  thefe  practices  were  continued  for 
many  years,  and  fome  are  yet  adhered  tpj 
though  others  have  been  gradually  laid  afide, 

The  Church  of  Plymouth  had  no  regular 
minifter  till  four  years  after  the  death  of  Mr. 
Robinfon,  and  niiie  years  after  their  coming 
to  America.  In  1629,  they  fettled  Ralph 
Smith,  who  continued  with  them  about  five 
years,  and  then  refignei  He  is  faid  to  have 
been  a  man  of  "  low  gifts,"  and  was  aflifted 
three  years  by  Roger  Williams,  of  "  bright 
accompliihments,  but  offenfive  errors/'  In 
1636,  they  had  John  Reyner,  "  an  able 
and  godly  man,  of  a  meek  and  humble  fpirit,' 
found  in  the  truth,  and  unreproveable  in  his 
life  and  converfatiom  He  continued  with 
them  till  1 654,*  when  he  removed  to  Dover, 

in 

*  The  fucceffion  of  minlfters,  fmce  that  time,  has  been 
as  follows.     After  a  vacancy  of  15  years, 
In  1669,  John  Cotton  was  ordained  ;  and,  in  1697,  re- 
figned,and  removed  to  Carolina,  where  he  died  in  1699, 

In 
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in  New-Hampfhire,  where  he  fpent  the  re-'' 
mainder  of  his  Ufe. 

During  his  miniftry  at  Plymouth,  elder 
Brewfter  having  enjoyed  a  healthy  old 
age,  died  on  the  fixteenth  of  April,  1644^ 
being  then  in  the  eighty-foufth  year  of  his 
age.  He  was  able  to  continue  his  ecclefi- 
aftical  fundtions,  and  his  field  labour,  till 
withiri  a  few  days  of  his  death,  and  was 
confined  to  his  bed  but  one  day. 

He  had  been  remarkably  temperate, 
through  his  whole  life^  having  drank  no 
liquor  but  water,  till  v>^ithin  the  laft  five  or 
fix  years.  For  many  months  together,  he 
had,  through  neceffity,  lived  without  bread  j 
having  nothing  but  fifh  for  his  fuftenance, 
and  fometimes  was  deftitute  of  that.  Yet, 
being  of  a  pliant  and  cheerful  temper,  he 
eafily  accommodated  himfelf  to  his  circum- 
ftances.  When  nothing  but  oyfters  of 
clams  were  fet  on  his  table,  he  would  give 

thanks, 

In  1699,  Ephralm   Little  was  ordainedj  and  died  at 

Plymouth,  in  1723  ;  being  the  only  minifter,  of  that 

Church,  who  died  there. 
In  1724,  Nathaniel  Leonard  was  ordainedj  and,  in 

1757,  removed  to  Norton, 
^^  ^159f  Chandler  Robbins,  D.  D.  was  ordainei,  and 

is  aow  living. 

Cotton's  Appendix. 
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thanks,  with  his  family,  that  they  could 
"fuck  of  the  abundance  of  the  feas,  and  of 
the  treafures  hid  in  the  fand."* 

He  was  a  man  of  eminent  piety  and  de* 
VQtion  ;  not  prolix,  but  full  and  comprehen- 
five  in  his  public  prayers  ;  efteeming  it  his 
duty,  to  ftrengthen  and  encourage  the  devo- 
tion of  others,  rather  than  to  weary  them 
with  long  performances.  On  days  of  failing 
and  humiliation,  he  was  more  copious,  but 
equally  fervent,  f  As  an  inftance  of  this,  it 
is  obferved,  that  in  1623,  a  drought  of  fix 
weeks  having  fucceeded  the  planting  feafon, 
in  July  a  day  was  fet  apart  for  falling  and 
prayer.  The  morning  was  clear  and  hot, 
as  ufual,  but  after  eight  hours  employed  in 
religious  exercifes,  the  v/eather  changed,  and 
before  the  next  morning,  a  gentle  rain  came 
on,  which  continued,  with  intermiffions  of 
fair  and  warm  weather,  fourteen  days,  by 
which  the  languifliing  corn  revived.  The 
neighbouring  Indians  obferved  the  change, 
and  faid  that  "  the  Englifhman's  God  was 
a  good  God." 

In 

*  Deut.  xxxin.  19. 
t  Morton,  Prince,  and  Winflow, 


BREWSTER.         265 

In  his  public  difcourfes,  Mr.  Brewfter  was 
very  clear  and  diftinguifhing,  as  well  as  pa- 
thetic ;  addrefling  himfelf  firft  to  the  under- 
fianding,  and  then  to  the  affeaions  of  his 
audience  ;  convincing  and  perfuading  them, 
of  the  fuperior  excellency  of  true  religion. 
Such  a  kind  of  teaching,  was  well  adapted, 
and  in  many  inftances  efFe<Stual,  to  the  real 
inftrudion  and  benefit  of  his  hearers.  What 
a  pity  that  fuch  a  man  could  not  have  been 
perfuaded  to  take  on  him  the  paftoral  office  ! 

In  his  private  cdnverfatiori,  he  was  fecial, 
pleafantj  and  inofFenfive  ;  yet  when  occafion 
required,  he  exercifed  that  fortitude  vvhich 
true  virtue  infpires,  but  mixed  with  fuch 
tendernefs,  that  his  reproofs  gave  no  offence. 

His  compaffion  tovrards  the  diilreffed  was 
an  eminent  trait  in  his  charadker  ;  and  if 
they  were  fuffering  for  confcience  fake,  he 
judged  them,  of  all  others,  moft  defer ving 
of  pity  and  relief.  Nothing  was  more  dii- 
gufting  to  him  than  vanity  and  hypocrify. 

In  the  government  of  the  church,  he  was 

careful  to  preferve  order  and  purity,  and  to 

fupprefs    contention.        Had    his    diffidence 

permitted  him  to  exercife  the  paftoral  office., 

K  K  he 
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lie  would  haTe  had  more  influence,  and  kept 
intruders  at  a  proper  diftance. 

He  was  owner  of  a  very  confiderable 
library,  part  of  which  was  loft,  when  the 
veflel  in  which  he  embarked  was  plundered 
at  Bofton  in  Lincolnfliire.  After  his  death, 
his  remaining  books  were  valued  at  forty- 
three  pounds,  in  filver,  as  appears  by  the  Co- 
lony Records,  where  a  catalogue  of  them  is 
preferved. 


XXV. 


/  !5 

XXV.     ROBERT  CUSHMAN  * 

"Robert  cushman  was  a 

diftinguiflied  charader  among  that  collec- 
tion of  worthies,  'who  quitted  England 
on  account  of  their  religious  diihculties, 
and  fettled  with  Mn  John  Robinfon,  theix 
paftor,  in  the  city  of  Leyden.  Propo* 
fing  afterwards  a  removal  to  America,  in  the 
year  1617,  Mr.  Cufhmau  and  Mr.  John 
Carver,  (afterwards  the  firft:  Governor  of 
Nev7  Plymouth)  were  fent  over  to  England, 
as  their  agents,  to  agree  with  the  Virginia 
Company  for  a  fettlement,  and  to  obtain,  if 
poffible,  a  grant  of  liberty  of  confcience  in 
their  intended  plantation,  from  King  James^ 

From  this  negociation,  though  conduced 
on  their  part  with  great  difcretion  and  ability, 
they  returned  unfuccefsful  to  Leyden,  in 
May  16 1 8.  They  met  with  no  difficulty 
Indeed  from  the  Virginia  Company,  who 
were  willing  to  grant  them  fufficient  territo- 
ry, with  as  ample  privileges  as  they  could 
beftow ;  But  the  pragmatical  James,  the  pre- 
tended 

*  This  account  of  Mr.  Cufliman  was  publlfhed  in  1785, 
at  Plymouth,  as  an  Appendix  to  the  third  edition  of  his 
Difcourfe  on  Self-love.    It  was  written  bv  'John  Davis ^  Efq. 
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tended  vicegerent  of  the  Deity,  refufed  to 
grant  them  that  liberty  in  religious  matters, 
^yhich  was  thejr  principal  objedt.  This  per- 
fevering  people  determined  to  tranfport 
themfelves  to  this  country,  relying  upon 
James's  propiife  that  he  would  connive  at^ 
though  not  exprefsly  tolerate  them  \  and  Mr. 
Cufhman  was  again  difpatched  to  England 
in  Februaiy,  1 6 1 9,  with  Mr.  William  Brad- 
ford, to  agree  with  the  Virginia  Company 
on  the.  terms  of  their  removal  and  fettle-^ 
inent. 

After  much  difficulty  and  delay,  they  ob« 
tained  a  patent  in  the  September  following  \ 
upon  which,  part  of  the  Church  at  Leydenj 
with  their  Elder,  Mn  Brev/fter,  determined 
to  tranfport  themfelves  as  foon  as  pcflible, 
Mr.  Cufhman  was  one  qf  the  agents  in  Eng- 
land to  procure  money,  fliipping  and  other 
neceffaries  for  the  voyage,  and  embarked 
with  them  ^t  South-Hampton,  Auguft  5th5 
1620.  But  the  fhip,  iu  which  he  failed, 
proving  leaky,  and  afte^r  twic?  putting  into, 
port  to  repair,  being  condemned  as  unfit  to; 
perform  the  voyage,  Mr.  Cufhman  with 
his  family,  and  a  nuniber  of  others,  were 
pbliged,  though  reluitantlyj  io  relinquifh  thq 

ypyage. 
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voyage  for  that  time,  and  return  to  Lon^ 
don.      Thofe  in  the  other  fhip  proceeded 
and  made  their  fettlement  at  Plymouth  in 
December,   1620,  where  Mr.  Cufhman  alfo 
arrived  in  the  Ihip  Fortune  from  London, 
on  the  loth  of  November,  1 621,  but  took 
paflage  in  the  fame  fhip  back  again,  purfu- 
ant  to  the  cfireftions  of  the  merchant  adven- 
turers in  London,  (who  fitted  out  the  Ihip, 
and  by  whofe  affiftance  the  firfi:  fettlers  v^^ere 
tranfported)  to  give  them  an  account  of  the 
plantation.     He  failed  from  Plymouth  De- 
cember 13th,   1621  ;    and  arriving  on  the 
coaft  of  England,  the  fhip,  with  a  cargo 
valued  at  500I.  flerling,  was  taken  by  the 
French.      Mr.    Cufhman,  with   the   crew, 
was  carried  into  France  ;  but  arrived  in  Lonr 
don  in   the  February   following.      During 
his  fhort  refidence  at  Plymouth,  though  a 
mere  lay  character,  he  delivered  a  difcourfe 
pn  the  fm  and  danger  of  felf-love,  which 
was   printed  in  London  (1622)   and   after- 
wards, re-printed  in  Boflon,  ( 1 724)  and  again 
at  Plymouth,  (1785.)     And  though  his  name 
is  not  prefixed  to  either  of  the  two  former 
editions,  yet  unqueflionable  tradition  renders 
|t  certain  that  he  was  the  author,  and  even 

tranfmits 
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• 

tranfmlts  to  us 'a  knowledge  of  the  fpot 
where  it  was  delivered.  Mr.  Cufhman, 
though  he  conftantly  correfponded  with  his 
friends  here,  and  was  very  ferviceable  to  their 
intereft  in  London,  never  returned  to  the 
country  again ;  but,  whilft  preparing  for  it, 
was  removed  to  a  better,  in  the  year  1626. 
The  news  of  his  death,  and  Mr.  Robinfon's, 
arrived  at  the  fame  time,  at  Plymouth,  by 
Captain  Standifh,  and  feem  to  have  been 
equally  lamented  by  their  bereaved  and  fuf- 
fering  friends  there.  He  was  zealoufly  en- 
gaged in  the  profperity  of  the  plantation,  a 
man  of  adivity  and  enterprize,  well  verfed 
in  bufmefs,  refpedable  in  point  of  intelle£tu- 
al  abilities,  well  accompliihed  in  fcriptural 
knowledge,  an  unaffedled  profeflbr,  and  a 
fteady  fnicere  pra6tifer  of  religion.  The  de- 
fign  of  the  above-mentioned  difcourfe  was  to 
keep  up  that  fiow  of  public  fpirit,  which,  per- 
haps, began  then  to  abate,  but  which  was 
thought  neceiTary  for  their  prefervation  and 
fecurity.  The  policy  of  that  entire  commu- 
nity of  interefts  which  our  fathers  eftabliih^ 
ed,  and  which  this  fermon  was  defigned  to 
preferve,  is,  neverthelefs,  juftly  queftionable. 
The  love  of  feparate  property,  for  good  and 
v\4ie  purpofes/  is  ftrongly  implanted  in  the 

heart 
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heart  of  man.  So  far  from  being  unfavour- 
able to  a  reafonable  generofity  and  public 
fpirit,  it  better  enables  us  to  difplay  them, 
and  is  not  lefs  confiftent  with  the  precepts  of 
fcripture,  rightly  underftood,  than  with  the 
dictates  of  reafon.  This  is  evidenced  by  the 
fubfequent  condudt  of  this  very  people.  In 
the  year  1623,  departing  a  little  from  their 
firft  fyftem,  they  agreed  that  every  family 
fhould  plant  for  themfelves  ;  bringing  in  a 
competent  portion  at  harveft,  for  the  main- 
tenance of  public  officers,  fifhermen,  &c.  and 
in  all  other  things  to  go  on  in  the  general 
wajj  (as  they  term  it)  as  before  ;  for  this 
purpofe  they  affigned  to  every  family  a  par- 
cel of  land,  for  a  year  only,  in  proportion  to 
their  number.  Even  this  temporary  divi- 
fion,  as  Governor  Bradford,  in  his  mariu* 
fcript  hiftory,  obferves,  "  has  a  very  good 
effefl: ;  makes  all  induftrious  ;  gives  content  | 
even  the  women  and  children  now  go  into 
the  field  to  work,  and  much  more  corn  is 
planted  than  ever."  In  the  fpring  of  the 
year  1624,  ^^  people  being  ftill  uneafy,  one 
acre  of  land  was  given  to  each,  in  fee-fimple  ; 
no  more  to  be  given^  till  the  expiratmi  of  the 
/even  years.     In  the  year  1627,  when  they 

purchafed 
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purchafed  the  intereft  of  the  adventurers  i!i 
England,  in  the  plantation,  there  was  a  divi- 
fion  and  allotment  of  almoft  all  their  proper- 
ty, real  and  perfonal ;  twenty  acres  of  tillage 
land  to  each,  befides  what  they  held  before  \ 
the  meadows  and  the  trade  only,  remaining 
in  commons 

Thus  It  Is  obfervable,  how  men,  in  fpite 
of  their  principles,  are  naturally  led  into  that 
mode  of  condud:,  which  truth  and  utility,  ev- 
er coincident,  point  out.  Our  fathers  de- 
ferve  the  higheft  commendation  for  profecut- 
ing,  at  the  hazard  of  life  and  fortune,  that  ref- 
ormation In  religion,  which  the  Church  of 
England  left  imperfed:  :  Taking,  for  this 
purpofe,  the  facred  Scriptures,  as  their  only 
guide,  they  travelled  in  the  path  of  truths 
and  appealed  to  a  moft  noble  and  unerring 
ftandard  5  but  when  from  their  reverence 
to  this  divine  authority,  In  matters  of 
religion^  they  were  inclined  to  efteem 
it  the  only  guide.  In  all  the  affairs  of 
life,  and  attempted  to  regulate  their  civil 
polity  upon  church  ideas,  they  erred,  and 
involved  themfelves  in  innumerable  diffi- 
cuities. 

The 
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The  end  of  civil  foclety  is  the  fecurity  of 
the  temporal  liberty  and  profperlty  of  man, 
not  all  the  happinefe  and  perfedion,  which 
he  is  capable  of  attaining,  for  which  other 
means  are  appointed.  Had  not  our  fathers 
placed  themfeives  upbri  fuch  a  footing,  with 
refped  to  property,  as  was  repugnant  to  the 
nature  of  man,  and  not  wai'ranted  by  the 
true  end  of  civil  fociety,  there  would  prob- 
ably have  been  no  juft  ground  of  complaint 
of  a  want  of  a  real  and  reafonable  public 
fpirit  5  and  the  neceffity  of  the  exhorta- 
tion and  reproof,  contained  in  Mn  Cufh- 
man's  difcourfe,  would  have  been  fuperfed- 
tdi  Their  zeal,  their  enterprize,  and  their 
uncommon  flifferings  in  the  profecution  of 
their  arduous  undertaking,  render  it  morally 
certain,  that  they  would  have  ever  cheerfully 
performed  their  duty  iri  this  refpect :  Their 
contemporaries  might  cenfure  them  for  w-hat 
they  {/id  not^  but  their  pofterity  muft  ever 
admire  and  revere  them  for  what  they  did 
exhibit," 

After  the  death  of  Mr.  Cufhman,  his  fam- 
ily came  over  to  New-England.  His  fon, 
Thomas  Cufhman,  fucceeded  Mr.  Brewfter, 
as  ruling  elder  of  the  Church  of  Plymouth, 
L  L  being 
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being  ordained  to  that  office  in  1649.  ^^ 
was  a  man  of  good  gifts,  and  frequently  a& 
lifted  in  carrying  on  the  public  worfliip, 
preaching,  and  catechifing.  For  it  was  oac 
profeffed  principle  of  that  Churchy  in  its  firfl 
formation  j  '' to  choofe  none  for  governing 
Elders,  but  fuch  as  were  able  to  teach."  He 
continued  in  this  office  till  he  died,  in  169 1, 
in  the  eighty-fourth  year  of  his  age^ 

The  above-mentioned  difcourfe  of  Mr. 
Robert  Cufhman,  in  1621,  may  be  confid- 
ered  a&  a  fpscimen  of  the  "  prophefyings"  of 
the  brethren^  The  occafion  was  lingular ; 
■  the  exhortations  and  reproofs  are  not  lefs  fo, 
but  were  adapted  to  the  then  ftate  of  fociety. 
Some  fpecimens  may  not  be  difagreeable^ 
and  are  therefore  here  inferted. 

"  Now,  brethren,  I  pray  you  remember 
yourfelveSj  and  know  that  you  are  not  in  a 
retired  monaftical  courfe,  but  have  given  your 
names  and  promifes  one  to  another,  and  cov- 
enanted here  to  cleave  together  in  the  fervice 
of  God  and  the  King.  What  then  muft  you 
do  ?  May  you  live  as  retired  hermits,  and 
look  after  nobody  ?  Nay,  you  muft  feek  ftill 
the  wealth  of  one  another  ;  and  inquire,  as 
David^  how  liveth  fuch  a  man  ?  how  is  he 

clad  ? 
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dad  ?  how  is  he  fed  ?  He  is  my  brother, 
my  affociate  ;  we  ventured  pur  lives  together 
here,  and  had  a  hard  brunt  of  it  ;  and  we 
are  in  league  together,  Is  his  labour  harder 
than  mine  ?  furely  I  will  eafe  him.  Hath 
he  no  bed  to  lie  on  ?  I  have  two  ;  I'll  lend 
him  one.  Hath  he  no  apparel  ?  I  have  two 
fuits  ;  I'll  give  him  one  of  them.  Eats  he 
coarfe  fare,  bread  and  water  ?  and  have  I  bet^ 
ter  ?  furely  we  will  part  flakes.  He  is  as 
good  a  man  as  I,  and  we  are  bound  each  to 
other  ;  fo  that  his  wants  mull  be  my  wants, 
his  forrows  my  forrows,  his  ficknefs  my 
ficknefs,  and  his  welfare  my  welfare  ;  for  I 
am  as  he  is.  Such  a  fweet  fympathy  were 
excellent,  comfortable,  yea,  heavenly,  and  is 
the  only  maker  and  cpnferver  of  Churches 
^nd  Commonwealths/' 

*'  It  wonderfully  encourageth  men  in  their 
duties,  when  they  fee  the  burthen  equally 
borne  ;  but  when  fom.e  withdraw  themfelves, 
^nd  retire  to  their  own  particular  eafe,  pleaf^ 
ure,  or  profit,  what  heart  can  men  have  to  go 
on  in  their  bufinefs  ?  When  men  are  come 
together  to  lift  fome  weighty  piece  of  timber, 
or  veffel,  if  one  Hand  flill  and  do  not  lift, 
fhall  not  the  reft  be  weakened  and  difheait« 

ened  ? 
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ened  ?  Will  not  a  few  idle  drones  fpoil  the 
whole  flock  of  laborious  bees  ?  So  one  idle 
belly,  one  murmurer,  one  complainer,  one 
felf-lover,  will  weaken  and  difhearten  a  whole 
Colony.  Great  matters  have  been  brought 
to  pafs,  where  men  have  cheerfully,  as  v/ith 
one  heart,  hand  and  fhoulder,  gone  about  it, 
both  in  wars,  buildings  and  plantations  j  but 
where  every  man  feeks  himfelf,  all  cometh  tq 
nothing." 

*^  The  country  is  yet  raw  i  the  land  un- 
tilled  5  the  cities  not  builded  ;  the  cattle  not 
fettled.  We  are  compafled  about  with  a  help- 
lefs  and  idle  people,  the  natives  of  the  coun- 
try, which  cannot,  in  any  comely  or  comfort-» 
^ble  manner,  help  themfelves  5  much  lefs  us. 
We  alfo  have  been  very  chargeable  to  many 
of  our  loving  friends,  which  helped  us  hither, 
and  now  again  fupplied  us  ;  So  that  before 
we  think  of  gathering  riches,  we  muft  even 
in  confcience  think  of  requiting  their  charge, 
love,  ^nd  labour ;  and  curfed  be  that  profit 
and  gain  w^hich  aimeth  not  at  this.  Befides, 
how  many  of  our  dear  friends  did  here  die 
at  our  firfl  entrance  !  many  of  them,  no, 
doubt,  for  lyant  of  good  lodging,  fhelter,  and 
comfortable  things  5  and  many  more  may  go 

after 
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^ftef  them  quickly,  if  care  be  not  taken.  Is 
this,  then,  a  time  for  men  to  begin  to  feek 
themfelves  ?  Paul  faith,  that  men  in  the  Iq/t 
days  fliall  be  lovers  of  themfelves  (2  Tim, 
iii.  2  5)  but  it  is  here  yet  but  the  Jirji  days^ 
and,  as  it  were,  the  dawning  of  this  new 
world.  It  is  now  therefore  no  time  for  men 
to  look  to  get  riches,  brave  clothes,  dainty 
fare  ;  but  to  look  to  prefent  neceffities.  It 
is  now  no  time  to  pamper  the  flefh,  live  at 
eafe,  fnatch,  catch,  fcrape,  and  hoard  up  ;  but 
rather  to  open  the  doors,  the  chefts,  and  vet- 
fels,  and  fay,  Brother,  neighbour,  friend, 
what  want  ye  ?  any  thing  that  I  have  ? 
make  bold  with  it ;  it  is  your's  to  command, 
to  do  you  good,  to  comfort  and  cherifh  you  \ 
gnd  glad  I  am  that  I  have  it  for  you." 

"  Let  there  be  1^0  prodigal  fon  to  come 
forth  and  fay,  Give  me  the  portion  of  lands 
and  goods  that  appertaineth  to  me,  and  let 
ine  jfliift  for  myfelf  It  is  yet  too  foon  to 
put  men  to  theif  fliifts  \  Ifrael  was  feven 
years  in  Canaan,  before  the  land  was  divided 
unto  tribes,  much  longer  before  it  was 
divided  unto  families ;  and  why  wouldeft 
thou  have  thy  particular  portion,  but  becaufe 
^hpu  thinkeft  to  live  better  than  thy  neigh- 
bour, 
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bour,  and  feorneft  to  live  fo  meanly  as  he  ^ 
but  who,  I  pray  thee,  brought  this  particu* 
larizing  firft  into  the  world  ?  Did  not  Satan, 
who  was  not  content  to  keep  that  equal  ftate 
with  his  fellows,  hut  would  fet  his  throne 
above  the  ftars  ?  Did  not  he  alfo  entice  man 
to  defpife  his  general  felicity  and  happinefs^ 
and  go  try  particular  knowledge  of  good 
and  evil  ?  Nothing  in  this  world  doth  more 
refemble  heavenly  happinefs,  than  for  men^ 
to  live  a^  X)ne,  being  of  one  heart,  and  one 
foul  ;  neither  any  thing  mor^  refembles 
hellifh  horror,  than  for  every  man  to  fliift 
for  himfelf ;  for  if  it  be  a  good  mind  and 
practice,  thus  to  afFefl:  particulars,  7mne  and 
tbincj  then  it  fliould  be  beft  alfo  for  God  to 
provide  one  heaven  for  thee,  and  anothei^ 
for  thy  neighbour^ 

"  ObJ€Bion.  But  fome  will  fay,  If  all  vien 
will  do  their  endeavours ^  as  I  do^  I  could  he 
content  with  this  generality ;  but  many  are  idk 
and  Jlothfid^  and  eat  up  others'  labour s^  arid 
therefore  it  is  beft  to  part ^  and  then  every  7?2a?t 
may  do  his  pleafure^ 

"  If  others  be  idle  and  thou  diligent,  thy 
fellowfhip,  provocation,  and  example,  may 
well  help  to  cure  that  malady  in  them,  being 

together; 


C  U  S  H  M  A  N.  279 

together ;  but  being  afunder,  fhall  they  not 
be  more  idle,  and  fliall  not  gentry  and  begga- 
ry be  quickly  the  glorious  enfigns  of  your 
Cortimonv/ealth  ?" 

"  Be  not  too  hafty  to  fay  men  are  idle 
and  flothful.  All  men  have  not  ftrength,  {kill, 
faculty,  fpirit,  and  courage  to  work  alike. 
It  is  thy  glory  and  credit,  that  thou  canft  do 
fo  well,  and  his  fhame  and  reproach,  that  ht 
can  do  no  better  ;  and  are  not  thefe  fufficient 
rewards  to  you  both  I" 

"  If  any  be  idle  apparently,  you  have  a  law 
and  Governors  to  execute  the  fame,  and  to 
follow  that  rule  of  the  apoftle,  to  keep  back 
their  bread,  and  let  them  not  eat ;  go  not 
therefore  whifpering,  to  charge  men  with 
idlenefs  ;  but  go  to  the  Governor  and  prove 
them  idle,  and  thou  fhall  fee  them  have 
their  deferts." 

"  There  is  no  grief  fo  tedious  as  a  churl- 
ifh  companion.  Bear  ye  one  another's 
burthens,  and  be  not  a  burthen  one  to 
another.  Avoid  all  faftions,  frowardnefs, 
fmgularity,  and  withdrawings,  and  cleave 
faft  to  the  Lord,  and  one  to  another,  contin- 
ually ;  fo  fhall  you  be  a  notable  precedent  to 
thefe  poor  heathens,  whofe  eyes  are  upon 

you, 
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you,  arid  v/ho  very  brutiflily  and  cruelly  d6 
daily  eat  and  confume  one  another,  through 
their  emulations,  Ways  and  contritions ;  be 
you,  therefore,  afhamed  of  it^  and  win  them  to 
peace,  both  with  yoUrfelves,  and  one  another^ 
,i>y  your  peaceable  examples^  which  will 
preach  louder  ia  therii^  than  if  you  could 
cry  in  their  barbarous  language ;  fo  alfo  fhall 
foil  be  an  encouragernent  to  marly  of  your 
Chriftian  friends,  in  your  native  country,  to 
come  to  you,  when  they  hear  of  yoiir  peace, 
idve  and  klndnefs*  Butj  above  all,  it  Ihall 
go  well  with  your  fouls,  when  that  God  of 
peace  and  unity  fhall  come  to  vifit  you  with 
death,  as  he  hath  done  many  of  your  aflb- 
ciates,  you  being  found  of  him,  not  in 
murmurings^  difcontent,  and  jars,  but  in 
brotherly  love,  and  peace,  may  be  tranilated 
from  this  wandering  wildernefs,  unto  that 
-joyful  and  heavenly  Canaan/*     AMEN- 
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'  X  HIS  eniihently  tifeful  perfoh  was  the 
eldeft  fon  6f  a  genti email  of  the  fame  name, 
of  Droitwich,  in  WorcefteriHire,  where  he 
was  born  in  1594.  Of  his  education  and 
firft  appearance  in  life  "we  have  no  knowl- 
edge, lii  the  courfe  of  his  travels  on  the 
continent  of  Europe,  he  became  acquainted 
with  Mr.  Robinfon  and  the  Church  under 
his  pafloral  care  at  Leyden,  where  he  fettled 
and  married.  To  this  Church  he  joined  him- 
felf,  and  with  them  he  continued  till  their 
removal  to  America.  He  came  hither  with 
the  firfl:  Company,  and  his  name  is  the  third 
in  the  lift  of  thofe  who  fubfcribed  the  Cove- 
nant of  Incorporation,  before  their  difem- 
barkation  at  Cape-Cod.  His  family  then 
confifted  of  his  wife  and  three  other  perfons. 
He  was  one  of  the  Company  who  coailed  the 
bay  of  Cape-Cod,  and  difcovcred  the  har- 
bour of  Plymouth  ;  and  when  the  Sachem 
A^afaffoit  came  to  vifit  the  ftrangers,  he  of- 
fered himfelf  as  a  hoftage,  v/hilft  a  conference 
was  held  and  a  treaty  was  made  with  the 
favage  Prince. 

M  M  His 
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His  wife  died  foon  after  his  arrival ;  and 
in  the  following  fpring,  he  married  Sufanna, 
the  widow  of  William  White,  and  mother 
of  Peregrine,  the  firfl:  Englifh  child  horn  in 
New- England*  This  was  the  firft  marriage 
folemnized  in  the  Colony  f"  (May  12,  1621.) 

In  June,  he  went  in  company  with  Ste- 
phen Hopkins,  to  vifit  the  Sachem  Mafaffoit 
at  Pokanoket^f  The  defign  of  this  vifit  is 
related  in  Bradford's  life.  The  particular 
circumflances  of  it  may  properly  be  detailed 
here,  in  the  very  words  of  Winflow's  origi- 
lial  narrative. 

"  We  fet  forward,  the  loth  of  June,$ 
abont  nine  in  the  morning  ;  our  guide  [Tif« 
quantum]  refolving  that  night  to  reft  at 
Namafketj  a  town  under  Mafaffoit,  and  con- 
ceived by  us  to  be  very  near,  becaufe  the 
inhabitants  flocked  fo  thick,  on  every  flight 
occafion,  among  us  ;  but  we  fgund  it  to  be 
fifteen  Englifli  miles.  On  the  way,  w^e  found 
ten  or  twelve  men,  v/cmen  and  children, 
which  had  peftered  us  till  we  were  weary  of 
them  ;  perceiving  that  (as  the  manner  of 
them  all  is)  where  vidual  is  eafieft  to  be  got, 

there 

*  Prince,  105".  f  Purchas,  hr.  1851. 

J  Mr.  Prince  thinks  this  is  a  millake,  and  that  it  ought 
to  have  been  the  3d  of  July. 
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there  they  live,  efpecially  in  the  fummer  ; 
by  reafon  whereof,  our  bay  affording  many 
lobfters,  they  refort  every  fpring-tide  thither, 
and  now  returned  with  us  to  Namafket. 
Thither  we  came  about  three  in  the  after- 
noon ;  the  inhabitants  entertaining  us,  with 
joy,  in  the  beft  manner  they  could,  giving 
us  a  kind  of  bread,  called  by  them  Mazium, 
and  the  fpawn  of  fliads,  which  then  they  got 
in  abundance]  infomuch  as  they  gave  us 
ipoons  to  eat  them ;  with  thefe  they  boiled 
mufty  acorns,  but  of  the  fhads  we  eat  hearti- 
ly. They  defired  one  of  our  men  to  fhoot 
at  a  crow,  complaining  what  damage  they 
fuftained  in  their  corn  by  them ;  v^ho  flioot- 
ing  and  killing,  they  much  admired  it,  as 
other  fhots  on  other  occafions, 

"After  this,  Tifquantum  told  us,  vre 
Ihould  hardly  in  one  day  reach  Pakanokick,^ 
moving  us  to  go  eight  miles  further,  where 
we  ihould  find  more  ftore  and  better  viduals. 
Being  willing  to  haften  our  journey,  we 
went,  and  came  thither  at  fun-fetting  ;  where 
we  found  many  of  the  men  of  Namafket 
fifhing  at  a  ware  which  they  had  made  on  a 

river, 

*  The  fame  with  Pokanoket.  Indian  words  are  fpelled 
differently  by  different  writers.  I  here  follow  the  author 
frozn  whom  I  copy. 
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river,  which  belonged  to  them,  where  they 
caught  abundance  of  bafs.  Thefe  welcomed 
us  alfo,  gave  us  of  their  fifh,  and  we  them  of 
pur  victuals,  not  doubting  but  we  fhould  have 
enough  wherever  we  came.  There  we  lodg- 
ed in  the  open  fields  ;  for  houfes  they  had 
pone,  though  they  fpejtt  the  moft  of  the  fum- 
mer  there.  The  head  of  this  river  is  re- 
ported to  be  not  far  from  the  place  of  our 
abode;  upon  it  are  and  have  been  many 
towns,  it  being  a  good  length.  The  ground 
is  very  good  on  both  fides,  it  being  for  the 
anoft  part  cleared.  Thoufands  of  men  have 
lived  there,  which  died  in  a  great  plague^ 
not  long  fmce  ;  and  pity  it  was  and  is  to  fee 
io  many  goodly  fields  and  fo  well  feated, 
without  men  to'  drefs  the  fame* 

"  The  next  m.orning  we  brake  our  faft, 
and  took  our  leave  and  departed  ;  being  then 
accompanied  with  fix  favages.  Having  gone 
about  fix  miles  by  the  river^'s  fide,  at  a  known 
{hoal  place,  it  being  low  water,  they  fpake  to 
us  to  put  oft  our  breeches,  for  we  rpuft  wade 
through.  Here  let  me  not  forget  the  valour 
and  courage  of  fome  of  the  favages,  on  the 
oppofite  fide  of  the  river  ;  for  there  were 
remaining  alive  only  two  men^  both  aged, 

Thel^ 
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Thefe  two,  fpying  a  company  of  men  enter- 
ing the  river,  ran  very  fwiftly,  and  low  in 
the  grafs,  to  meet  us  at  the  bank  ;  where, 
with  fhrill  voices  and  great  courage,  {landing, 
charged  upon  us  with  their  bows,  they  de- 
manded what  we  were,  fuppofing  us  to  be 
enemies,  and  thinking  to  take  advantage  of 
us  in  the  water  :  but  feeing  we  v/ere  friends^ 
they  w^elcomed  us  wuth  fach  food  as  they 
had  ;  and  w^e  beftowed  a  fmall  bracelet  of 
beads  on  them.  Thus  far,  we  are  fure,  the 
tide  ebbs  and  flows. 

*'  Having  here  again  refrefhed  ourfelves, 
we  proceeded  on  our  journey,  the  wreath er 
being  very  hot  ;  yet  the  country  fo  well  wa^ 
tered,  that  a  man  could  fcarce  be  dry,  but  he 
fhould  have  a  fpring  at  hand  to  cool  his 
thirft,  befide  fmall  rivers  in  abundance.  The 
favages  wall  not  willingly  drink  but  at  a 
fpring-head.  When  we  came  to  any  fmall 
brook,  where  no  bridge  w^as,  two  of  them 
defired  to  carry  us  through  of  their  own  acr 
cord  ;  alfo  fearing  w^e  were  or  w^ould  he 
weary,  they  offered  to  carry  our  pieces, 
[guns  ;]  alfo,  if  we  would  lay  off  any  of  our 
clothes,  we  fhould  have  them  carried ;  and 
as  the  one  of  them  had  found  more  fpecial 

kindnefs 
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kindnefs  from  one  of  the  meflengers,  and 
the  ottier  favage  from  the  other,  fo  they 
ihewed  their  thankfulnefs  accordingly  in  af^ 
fording  us  all  help  and  furtherance  in  th^ 
journey, 

"  As  we  paffed  along,  we  obferved  that 
there  were  few  places  by  the  river,  but  had 
been  inhabited  ;  by  reafon  whereof,  much 
ground  was  clear,  fave  of  weeds  which  grew 
higher  th^tn  our  heads.  There  is  much  good 
timber,  oak,  walnut,  fir,  beech,  and  exceed- 
ing great  chefnut  trees. 

"  Afterward  we  came  to  a  town  of  Maf-» 
aflbit's,  where  we  eat  oyfters,  and  other  filh^ 
From  thence  we  went  to  Packanokick,  but 
Mafaflbit  was  not  at  home.  There  we  ftaid, 
he  being  fent  for,  When  news  was  brought 
of  his  coming,  our  guide,  Tifquantum,  re- 
quefled  that  at  our  meeting,  vv^e  would  dif- 
charge  our  pieces.  One  of  us  going  to 
charge  his  piece,  the  women  and  children, 
through  fear,  ran  avv^ay  and  could  not  be 
pacified  till  he  laid  it  down  again ;  who  af- 
terward were  better  infornied  by  our  inters. 
preter. 

^^  Mafaflbit  being  come,  we  difcharged 
our  pieces  and  faluted  him^  who,  after  their 

manner. 
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manner,  kindly  welcomed  ns,  and  took  us 
into  his  houfe,  and  fet  us  down  by  him, 
where,  having  delivered  our  meffage  and 
prefents,  and  having  put  the  coat  on  his  back, 
and  the  chain  about  his  neck,  he  was  not  a 
little  proud  to  behold  himfelf,  and  his  men 
alfo  to  fee  their  King  fo  bravely  attired. 

^'  For  anfwer  to  our  meffage,  he  told  us 
we  were  welcome  5  and  he  v/ould  gladly 
continue  that  peace  and  friendfhip  v/hich  was 
between  him  and  us  ;  and  for  his  men,  they 
fliould  no  more  pefter  us,  as  they  had  done  9 
alfo  that  he  would  fend  to  Paomet,  and  helpi 
Us  to  feed-corn,  according  to  our  reijueft. 

"  This  being  done,  his  men  gathered  near 
to  him,  to  whom  he  turned  himfelf  and  made 
a  great  fpeech  ;  the  meaning  whereof  (as  far 
as  we  could  learn)  was,  that  he  was  com-* 
mander  of  the  country,  and  that  the  people 
(hould  bring  their  fkins  to-  us.  He  named 
at  leaft  thirty  places ;  and  their  anfwer  was 
confirming  and  applauding  what  he  faid^ 

"  He  then  lighted  tobacco  for  us,  and  fell 
to  dlfcourfing  of  England  and  of  the  King, 
marvelling  that  he  could  live  without  a  wife. 
Alfo  he  talked  of  the  Frenchmen  ;  bidding 
us  not  to  fuffer  them  to  come  to  Narrowhi- 

ganfet ; 


288         W   I   N   S   L   O 

ganfet  ;  for  it  was  King  Jaiiies's  country^ 
and  he  was  King  James's  man.  It  grew  late^ 
but  he  offered  us  no  vidtuals  ;  for  Indeed  he 
had  not  any,  teing  fo  newly  come  home. 
So  we  defired  to  go  to  reft.  He  laid  us  oa 
the  hed  with  hirofelf  and  his  wife  ;  they  at 
tlie  one  end,  and  we  at  the  other  ;  it  being 
Only  planks,  laid  a  foot  from  the  ground, 
arid  a  thin  iliat  upon  theni.  Two  more  of 
his  chief  liicri,  fdi*  want  of  room,  prefTed  by 
and  upon  us  ;  fo  that  we  w^ere  worfe  wearied 
of  cur  lodging,  thati  df  oiir  joiirneyo 

*•  The  next  day  being  Thurfday,  many  of 
their  Sachems  or  petty  Governors  came  to 
fee  us,  atid  many  of  their  men  alfo.  They 
went  to  their  inanher  of  gam:es  for  ikins 
and  knives.  We  challenged  them  to^  fhoot 
for  fkins,  but  they  durft  not  ;  only  they  de- 
fired  to  fee  one  of  us  fhoot  at  a  mark  ;  who 
fhooting  with  hail-fhot,  they  wondered  to 
fee  the  mark  fo  fiill  of  holes, 

"  About  one  o'clock,  Mafafloit  brought 
two  fifhes  that  he  had  fhot ;  they  were  like 
bream,  but  three  times  fo  big,  and  better  meat. 
[Probably  the  fifh  called  Tataug.]  Thefe 
being  boiled,  there  were  at  leaft  forty,  that 
looked  for  a  fhare  in  them  ]  the  moft  eat  of 

them. 
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them.  This  meal  only,  we  had  in  two 
nights  and  a  day  ;  and  had  not  one  of  us 
brought  a  partridge,  we  had  taken  our  jour- 
ney failing.  Very  importunate  he  was  with 
us,  to  ftay  with  him  longer  ;  but  we  defired 
to  keep  the  Sabbath  at  home  and  feared  we 
fhould  be  light-headed  for  want  of  fleep  • 
for  what  with  bad  lodging,  barbarous  finging, 
(for  they  ufe  to  fmg  themfelves  to  fleep)  lice 
and  fleas  within  doors^  and  mufl5:etoes  with- 
out, we  could  hardly  fleep,  all  the  time  of  our 
being  there  |  and  we  much  feared  that  if  we 
fhould  fl:ay  any  longer,  we  fhould  not  be 
able  to  recover  home  for  want  of  Itrength. 

"  On  Friday  morning,  before  fun-rifing, 
V/e  took  our  leave  arid  departed,  Mafafi^ 
oit  being  both  grieved  arid  afhamed,  that  he 
could  not  better  entertain  us.  Retaining 
Tifquantum  to  fend  from  place  to  place,  to 
procure  truck  for  us,  he  appointed  another 
[guide]  Tokamahamon  in  his  place,  whom 
we  found  faithful  before  and  after  upon  all 
occafions.'* 

This  narrative  gives  us  a  jufl:  idea  of  the 
hofpitality  and  poverty  of  the  Indians, 
They  gladly  entertain  ftrangers  with  the  beft 
they  can  afford  ;  but  it  is  familiar  to  them 

N  N  to 
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to  endure  long  abftinence.  Thofe  who  vit 
it  them  muft  be  content  to  fare  as  they  do, 
or  cany  their  own  provifion  and  (hare  it 
with  them* 

Mr.  Winflow^s  next  excurfion  was  by 
fea  to  Monahigon,  an  ifland  near  the  mouth 
of  Penobfcot  Bay,  to  procure  a  fupply  of 
bread  from  the  fifhing-veflels,  who  reforted 
to  the  eaftern  coaft  in  the  fpring  of  1622^ 
This  fupply,  though  not  large,  was  freely 
given  to  the  fufferiag  Colony ;  and  being 
prudently  managed  in  ^  the  diftribution, 
amounted  to  one  quarter  of  a  pound  for  each 
perfon,  till  the  next  harveft.  By  means  of 
this  excurfion,  the  people  of  Plymouth  be- 
came acquainted  with  the  eaftern  coaft  ;  of 
which  knowledge  they  afterwards  availed 
themfelves,  for  a  beneficial  traffic  wdth  the 
natives.^ 

In  the  fpring  of  the  year  1 623,  Mn  Winf- 
low  made  a  fecond  vifit  to  the  Sachem,  on 
account  of  his  ficknefs  ;"f  the  particular  cir- 
cumftances  of  which  are  thus  given  in  his 
own  words. 

*'  News  came  to  Plymouth  that  Maff^affo 
wat:{:  was  like  to  die,  and  that  at  the  fame 

time 

*  Prince,  119.    Purchas,  IV.  1836.  f  Ibid,  i860. 

$  Thus  it  is  fpelt  in  Winilow's  narrative. 
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time  there  was  a  Dutch  fhip  driven  fo  high 
on  the  fhore,  before  his  dwelling,  by  ftrefs  of  ^ 
weather,  that  till  the  tides  increafed,  ihe  could 
not  be  got  ofE  Now  it  being  a  commend- 
able manner  of  the  Indians,  when  any,  ef- 
peciaily  of  note,  are  dangerouily  fick,  for 
all  that  profefs  friendfhip  to  them  to  vifit 
them  in  their  extremity  ;  therefore  it  was 
thought  meet,  that  as  we  had  ever  profeffed 
friendfhip,  fo  w^  (hould  now  maintain  the 
fame,  by  obferving  this  their  laudable  cuf- 
tom  ;  and  the  rather,  becaufe  we  defired  to  ^ 
have  fome  conference  with  the  Dutch,  not 
knowing  when  we  fhould  have  fo  fit  an 
opportunityp 

"To  that  end,  myfeif  having  formerly 
been  there,  and  underftanding  in  fome  meaf- 
ure  the  Dutch  tongue,  the  Governor  [Brad- 
ford] again  laid  this  fervice  on  myfeif,  and 
fitted  me  with  fome  cordials  to  adminifter  to 
him  ;  having  one  Mr.  John  Hamden,  a 
gentleman  of  London,  who  then  wintered 
with  us,  and  defired  much  to  fee  the  coun- 
try, for  my  confort,  and  Hobamock  for  our 
guide.  So  we  fet  forward,  and  lodged  the 
firft  night  at  Nama&et,  where  we  had  friend- 
ly entertainment. 

.   "The 
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<*  The  next  day,  about  one  of  the  cloct, 
we  came  to  a  ferry  in  Conbatant's*  coun-^ 
try,  where,  upon  difcharge  of  my  piece,  di-. 
vers  Indians  came  to  us,  from  a  houfe  not 
far  off.  They  told  us  that  Maflaflbwat  was 
dead,  and  that  day  buried  ;  and  that  the 
Dutch  would  be  gone  before  we  could  get 
thither,  having  hove  oft  their  fhip  already. 
This  news  ftruck  us  blank ;  but  efpecially 
Hobamock,  who  defired  me  to  return  with 
all  fpeed.  I  told  him  I  would  firft  think  of 
it,  confidering  now,  that  he  being  dead,  Con- 
batant,  or  Corbitant,  was  the  moft  likely  to 
fucceed  him,  and  that  we  were  not  above 
three  miles  from  Mattapuyft,f  his  dwelling 
place.  Although  he  were  but  a  hollow- 
hearted  friend  to  vis,  I  thought  no  time  fb 
fit  as  this  to  enter  into  more  friendly  terms 
with  him,  and  the  reit  of  the  Sachems  there- 
abouts ;  hoping,  through  the  bleffing  of 
God,  it  Vv^ould  be  a  means  in  that  unfettled 
Hate,  to  fettle  their  affedlions  toward  us  ;  and 
thougli  it  were  fomewhat  dangerous,  in  re- 

fpe£c 

*  His  name  is  fpelt  Corbitant,  Conbatant,  anci  Conbu- 
tant.  This  ferrj  is  probably  the  fame  which  is  new  call- 
ed Slade's  Ferry,  in  Swanzey. 

f  A  neck  of  land  in  the  tcwnfnip  of  S^ranzey,  com- 
monly pronounced  Mattapoifet. 
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{pe£t  of  our  perfonal  fafety,  yet  efteeming  it 
the  beft  means,  leaving  the  event  to  God  in 
his  mercy,  I  refolved  to  put  it  in  pradlice,  if 
Mr.  Hamden  and  Hobamock  durft  attempt 
it  with  me,  whom  I  found  willing.  So  we 
went  toward  Mattapuyft, 

*^  In  the  wry,  Hobamock  manifeftirig  a 
troubled  fpirit,  brake  forth  into  thefe  fpeech- 
es.  Neen  *wmnafn  Sagamus^  &c.  "  My  loving 
Sachem  1  many  have  I  known,  but  never 
any  like  thee  !"  Then  turning  to  me,  he 
faid,  whilft  I  liv^d,  I  fhould  never  fee  his 
like  among  the  Indians.  He  w^as  no  lyar, 
he  was  not  bloody  and  cruel  like  other  In- 
dians ;  in  anger  and  paflTion  he  was  foon  re- 
claimed ;  eafy  to  be  reconciled  toward  fuch 
as  had  offended  him  ;  ruled  by  reafon,  in 
fuch  meafure  as  he  would  not  fcorn  the  ad* 
vice  of  mean  men  ;  and  that  he  governed  his 
men  better  with  few  ftrokes,  than  others  did 
with  many ;  truly  loving  where  he  loved  ; 
yea,  he  feared  we  had  not  a  faithful  friend 
left  among  the  Indians,  ihew^ng  how  often 
he  reftrained  their  malice.  He  continued  a 
long  fpeech,  with  fuch  figns  of  lamentation 
and  unfeigned  forrow,  as  w^ould  have  made 
the  hardeft  heart  relent. 
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*^  At  length  we  came  to  Mattapuyft,  an(3 
went  to  thfe  Sachem's  place  ;  Conbutant  was 
not  at  home,  but  at  Pokanokick,  five  or  fix 
miles  ofF.  The'  fqUaw  Sachem  gave  us 
friendly  entertainment.  Here  we  inquired 
again  concerning  MafFaffowat ;  they  thought 
him  dead,  but  knew  no  certainty.  Where- 
upon I  hired  one  to  go  with  all  expedition 
to  Pokanokick,  that  we  might  know  the  cer- 
tainty thereof,  and  withal  to  acquaint  Con- 
butant with  our  being  there.  About  half 
an  hour  before  fun-fetting  the  meflenger  re- 
turned, and  told  us  that  he  was  not  yet  dead^ 
though  there  was  no  hope  that  we  ihould 
find  him  living.  Upon  this,  we  were  much 
revived,  and  fet  forward  with  all  fpeed, 
though  it  was  late  within  night  when  we 
got  thither.  About  two  of  the  clock,  that 
afternoon,  the  Dutchman  had  departed,  fo 
that,  in  that  refpedt,  our  journey  was  fruf- 
trate. 

"  When  we  came  thither,  we  found  the 
houfe  fo  full  of  men,  as  we  could  fcarce  get 
in,  though  they  ufed  their  beft  diligence  to 
make  way  for  us.  They  were  in  the  midft 
of  their  charms  for  him,  making  fuch  a  hell- 
ilh  noife,  as  diftempered  us  that  were  well, 

and 
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and  therefore  unlike  to  eafe  him  that  was 
fick.  About  him  were  fix  or  eight  womenj 
who  chafed  his  arms  and  legs  to  keep  heat 
P  in  him.  When  they  had  made  an  end  of 
their  charming,  one  told  him  that  his  friends 
the  Englifh  were  come  to  fee  him.  Having 
his  underftanding  left,  though  his  fight  whol- 
ly gone,  he  afked  who  was  come  ?  they  told 
him  Winfnow  ;  (for  they  cannot  pronounce 
the  letter  L  but  ordinarily  N  in  place  of  it ;) 
he  defircd  to  fpeak  with  me.  When  I 
came  to  him  and  they  told  him  of  it,  he 
put  forth  his  hand  to  me,  which  I  took  % 
then  he  faid  twice,  though  very  inwardly, 
"  keen  Winfnow  f "  "  art  thou  Winflow  ?"  I 
anfwered  " ahhe^^  that  is,  " yes/'  Then  he 
doubled  thefe  words,  "  Matt  a  necn  wonckunet 
namen  Winfnow  /"  that  is  to  fay,  "  O  Wint 
low,  I  fhall  never  fee  thee  again  !"  Then  I 
called  Hobamogk,  ^nd  defired  him  to  tell 
MafafToit,  that  the  Governor  hearing  of  hi^ 
ficknefs,  was  forry  for  the  fame  ;  and  though, 
by  reafon  of  many  bufinefles,  he  could  npt 
himfelf  come,  yet  he  had  fent  me,  with  fuch 
things  for  him  as  he  thought  moft  likely  to 
do  him  good  in  this  extremity  ;  and  w^hereof 
if  he  pleafed  to  take,  I  would  prefently  give 

him  ; 
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him  5  which  he  defired  ;  and,  having  a  cori- 
fe€l:ion  of  many  comfortable  conferves,  on 
the  point  of  my  knife,  I  gave  him  fomre^ 
which  I  could  fcarce  get  through  his  teeth  5 
when  it  was   diflblved   in    his   mouth,  he 
fwallowed  the  juice  of  it,  whereat  thofe  that 
Vv^ere  about  him  were  much  rejoiced,  faying 
he  had  not  fwallowed  any  thing  in  two  days 
before.     Then  I  defired  to  fee  his  mouth, 
which  was  exceedingly  furred,  aiid  his  tongue 
fwelled  in  fuch  a  manner,  that  it  was  not 
poffible  for  him  to  eat  fuch  meat  as  they 
had.     Then  I  waflied  his  mouth,  and  fcraped 
his  tongue  ;  after  which  I  gave  him  more  of 
th^  confeftion,  which  he   fwallowed  with 
more  readinefs.     Then  he  defired  to  drink ; 
I  diflblved  fome   of  it  in  water,  and  gave 
him  thereof;   and  within  half  an  hour,  this 
wrought  a  great  alteration  in  him,  and  pref- 
ently  after  his  fight  began  to  come  to  him. 
Then  I  gave  him  more,  and  told  him  of  a 
mifhap  we  had  by  the  way,  in  breaking  a 
bottle  of  drink,  v/hich  the  Governor  aifo  fent 
him,  faying,  if  he  would  fend  any  of  his  men 
to  Plymouth,   I  would  fend  for  more  of  the 
fame  ;  alfo  for  chickens,  to  make  him  broth, 
and  for  other  things  which  I  knew  were  good 

for 
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for  him,  and  would  ftay  the  return  of  the 
meflenger.  This  he  took  marvellous  kindly, 
and  appointed  fome  who  were  ready  to  go 
by  two  of  the  clock  in  the  morning,  againft 
which  time  I  made  ready  a  letter,  declaring 
our  good  fuccefs,  and  defiring  fuch  things  as 
were  proper.  He  requefted  me  that  I  would 
the  next  day  take  my  piece,  and  kill  him 
fome  fowl,  and  make  him  fuch  pottage  as  he 
had  eaten  at  Plymouth,  which  I  promifed  ; 
but  his  ftomach  coming  to  him,  I  muft  needs 
make  him  fome  without  fowl,  before  I  went 
abroad.  I  caufed  a  woman  to  bruife  fome 
corn  and  take  the  flower  from  it,  and  fet  the 
broken  corn  in  a  pipkin,  (for  they  have 
earthen  pots  of  all  fizes.)  When  the  day 
broke,  we  went  out  to  feek  herbs,  (it  being 
the  middle  of  March)  but  could  not  find  any 
but  ftrawberry  leaves,  of  which  I  gathered 
a  handful  and  put  into  the  fame,  and  be- 
caufe  I  had  nothing  to  relifh  it,  I  went  forth 
again  and  pulled  up  a  faifafras  rootj  and 
fliced  a  piece  and  boiled  It^  till  it  had  a  good 
velifh.  Of  this  broth  I  gave  him  a  pint, 
which  he  drank  and  liked  it  well  ;  after 
this  his  fight  mended,  and  he  took  fome 
reft.  That  morning  he  caufed  me  to  fpend 
O  o  ia 
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in  going  among  the  fick  in  the  town,  re- 
ouefting  me  to  wafli  their  mouths,  and  give 
them  fome  of  the  fame  I  gave  him.  This 
pains  I  took  willingly,  though  it  were  much 
ofFenfive  to  me. 

"  When  the  meffengers  were  returned, 
finding  his  ftomach  come  to  him,  he  would 
not  have  the  chickens  killed,  but  kept  them 
for  breed.  Neither  durft  we  give  him  any 
phyfic,  becaufe  he  was  fo  much  altered, 
not  doubting  of  his  recovery  if  he  were  care- 
ful. Upon  his  recoveiy  he  brake  forth  in- 
to thefe  fpeeches  :  "  Now  I  fee  the  Englifh 
are  my  friends,  and  love  me ;  whilfl;  I  live, 
I  will  never  forget  this  kindnefs  they  have 
fhewed  me."  At  our  coming  away,  he  call- 
ed Hobamock  to  him,  and  privately  told  him 
of  a  plot  of  the  MafTachufetts  againft  Wef- 
ton's  Colony,  and  fo  againft  us.  But  he 
would  neither  join  therein,  nor  give  way  to 
any  of  his.  With  this  he  charged  him  to 
acquaint  me,  by  the  way,  that  I  might  in- 
form the  Governor.  Being  fitted  for  our 
return,  we  took  leave  of  him,  who  returned 
many  thanks  to  our .  Governor,  and  alfo  to 
ourfelves,  for  our  labour  and  love  ;  the  like 
did  all  that  tvere  about  him.     So  we  de* 

parted/' 

In 


W    I    N    S   L    O   W.  299 

In  the  autumn  of  the  fame  year,  Mr,  Winf- 
low  went  to  England  as  agent  for  the  Colo- 
ny, to  give  an  account  of  then*  proceedings 
to  the  adventurers,  and  procure  fuch  things 
as  were  neceffary.  Whilft  he  was  in  Eng- 
land, he  publifhed  a  narrative  of  the  fettle- 
ment  and  tranfa£lions  of  the  Colony  at 
Plymouth,  under  this  tide,  "Good  news  from 
New-England,  or  a  relation  of  things  remark- 
able in  that  plantation,  by  E.  Winflow." 

This  narrative  is  abridged  in  Purchas's 
Pilgrims,  and  has  been  of  great  fervice  to  all 
fucceeding  hiftorians.  To  it,  he  fubjoined 
an  account  of  the  manners  and  cuftoms,  the 
religious  opinions  and  ceremonies  of  the 
Indian  natives ;  which,  being  an  original 
work  and  now  rarely  to  be  found,  is  inferted 
in  the  Appendix. 

In  the  following  fpring  (March  1624)  Mr. 
Winilow  returned  from  England,  having 
been  abfent  no  longer  than  fix  months ; 
bringing  a  good  fupply  of  cloathing  and 
other  neceflaries,  and,  what  was  of  more 
value  than  any  other  fupply,  three  keifers 
and  one  bull ;  the  nrft  neat  cattle  brought  in- 
to Nevv'-England.^' 

ihc 

*  Prince.  146. 
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The  fame  year,  he  went  again  to  Eng^. 
Jand,  where  he  ha^l  an  opportunity  of  cor- 
recting a  miftake  which  had  been  made  ii\ 
his  former  voyage."*  The  adventurers,  had 
then,  in  the  fame  fhip  with  the  cattle,  fent 
over  John  Lyford,  as  a  minifter ;  who  was 
foon  fufpedted  of  being  a  perfon  unfit  for 
that  office.  When  Mr.  Winflow  went  again 
to  England,  he  imparted  this  fufpicion ;  and 
at  a  meeting  of  the  adventurers,  it  appeared 
on  examination  that  Lyford  had  been  a 
minifter  in  Ireland ;  where  his  condufl;  had 
been  fo  bad  as  to  oblige  him  to  quit  that 
kingdom  ;  and  that  the  adventurers  had 
been  impofed  upon,  by  falfe  teftimony  con* 
cerning  him.  With  this  difcovery,  Mr. 
Winflow  came  back  to  Plymouth  in  1625, 
and  found  the  Court  fitting,  on  the  affair  of 
Oldham,  who  had  returned,  after  banifh- 
ment.  The  true  charafters  of  thefe  impof-. 
tors  being  thus  difcovered,  they  were  both 
expelled  from  the  plantation. 

About  the  fame  time.  Governor  Bradford 
having  prevailed  on  the  people  of  Plymouth 
to  choofe  five  Affiftants,  inftead  of  one,  Mr. 
Winflow  was  firft  elected  to  this  office ;  in 
which  he  was  continued  till  1633,  when,  by 

tlie 

*  Prince,  ,153^ 
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the  fame  influence,  he  was  chofen  Gover- 
nor,* for  one  year. 

Mr.  Winflow  was  a  man  of  great  activity 
and  refolution,  and  therefore  well  qualified 
to  condudt  enterprizes  for  the  benefit  of  the 
Colony.  He  frequently  went  to  Penobfcpt, 
Kennebeck,  and  Connecticut  rivers,  on 
trading  voyages,  and  rendered  himfelf  ufeful 
and  agreeable  to  the  people. 

In  1635,  he  undertook  another  agency  in 
England  for  the  Colonies  of  Plymouth  and 
MaflTachufetts  ;  partly  on  occafion  of  the 
intrufions  which  were  made  on  the  territory 
of  New-England,  by  the  French  on  the  eaft, 
and  by  the  Dutch  on  the  weft  ;  and  partly 
to  anfwer  complaints,  which  had  been  made 
to  the  Government  againft  the  Maflachufetts 

Colony, 

*  The  following  note  from  Governor  Wlnthrop's  Jour- 
nal is  worthy  of  obfervation.f  "  Mr.  Edward  Winflow 
was  chofen  Governor  of  Plymouth.  Mr.  Bradford  hav- 
ing been  Governor  about  ten  [tweive3  years,  and  now 
ly  importwzity  got  off.'^ 

This  lingular  trait  in  Bradford's  charaifler,  of  which 
there  is  the  fulleft  evidence,  fufficiently  invalidates  an  in- 
fmuation   of  Hutchinfon,  that  Winilow's  "  employment 
abroad  prevented  a  cojnpetition  between  Bradford  and  hirii 
for  the  Governor*s  place."J 
Hutchinfon  was  a  Governor  of  a  diiferent  char^cler  I 
f  WIpthrop's  Journal,  47, 
I  Hutch.  Hlfl,  II.  457. 
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Colony^  by  Thomas  Morton,  who  had  been 
twice  expelled  for  his  mifbehaviour. 

At  that  tirae,  the  care  of  the  Colonics 
v/as  committed  to  a  number  of  Bifhops, 
Lords,  and  gentlemen,  of  whom  Archbifhop 
Laud  was  at  the  head.*  It  was  alfo  in  con- 
templation to  ^ftablifh  a  general  government 
in  America,  which  would  have  fuperfeded 
the  charters  of  the  Colonies. 

Winllow's  Tituation,  at  that  time,  was 
critical,  and  his  treatment  v^^as  fevere.  In  his 
petition  to  the  Commiffioners,  he  fet  forth 
the  encroachments  of  the  French  and  Dutch, 
and  prayed  for  "  a  fpecial  w^an*ant  to  the 
Englifh  Colonies  to  defend  themfelves  againft 
all  foreign  enemies." f  Governor  Winthrop 
cenfured  this  petition,  as  "  ill  advifed ;  be- 
caufe  fuch  precedents  might  endanger  their 
liberties  ;  that  they  fhould  do  nothing,  but 
by  cbmmiffion  out  of  England."^ 

The  petition,  however,  was  favourably 
received  by  fome  of  the  Board.§  Winflow 
was  heard  feveral  times  in  fupport  of  it,  and 
pointed  out  a  v/ay  in  v/hich  the  objeG  might 

have 

*  Cotton's  Appendix.  Colledions  of  the  Hiftorical 
Society,  vol.  IV.  ,119. 

f  Kutch.  II.  458.         J  journal,  89.        §  Morton,  94. 
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have  been  attained  without  any  charge  to  the 
trovrn,  by  furnifhing  fome  of  the  chief  men 
of  the  Colonies  with  authority,  which  they 
would  exercife  at  their  own  expenfe,  and 
without  any  public  national  difturbance. 
This  propofal  croffed  the  defign  of  Gorges 
and  Mafon,  whofe  aim  was  to  eftablifh  a 
general  government ;  and  the  Archbifhop, 
who  was  engaged  in  their  intereft,  put  a 
check  to  Winflow's  propofal,  by  queftioning 
him  on  Morton's  accufation,  for  his  own 
perfonal  conduct  in  America.  The  offences 
alleged  againft  him  were,  that  he,  not  be- 
ing in  holy  orders,  but  a  mere  layman,  had 
taught  publickly  in  the  church,  and  had  offi- 
ciated in  the  celebration  of  marriages.  To  the 
former,  Winflow  anfwered,  "  that  fometimes, 
when  the  church  was  deftitute  of  a  minifter, 
he  had  exercifed  his  gift  for  the  edification  of 
the  brethren."  To  the  latter,  '^  that  though 
he  had  officiated  as  a  magiftrate,  in  the 
folemnizing  of  marriage,  yet  he  regarded  it 
only  as  a  civil  contradt ;  that  the  people  of 
Plymouth  had  for  a  long  time  been  deftitute 
of  a  minifter,  and  were  compelled  by  neceffir 
ty  to  have  recourfe  to  the  magiftrate  in  that 
folemnity ;    that   this   was  not    to    them  a 

novelty. 
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novelty,  having  been  accuftomed  to  it  irl 
Holland  where  he  himfelf  had  been  married 
by  a  Dutch  magiftrate,  in  the  Btate-hotife." 
On  this  honeft  confeffion,  the  Arehbiihop 
pronounced  him  guilty  of  the  crime  of  fep*- 
aration  from  the  national  Church,  and  pre- 
vailed on  the  Board  to  confent  to  his  imprit 
onment.  He  was  therefore  committed  to 
the  Fleet  prifon,  where  he  lay  confined  fev- 
enteen  weeks*  But  after  that  time^  on  pe- 
titioning the  Board,  he  obtained  a  releafe. 

At  his  return  to  New-England,  the  Colo- 
ny fhowed  him  the  higheft  degree  of  refpe£l:^ 
by  choofing  him  their  Governor  for  the  fue- 
ceeding  year  (1636.)  In  this  office  he  eon^ 
.  duded  himfelf  greatly  to  their  fatisfadtiort. 
In  1644  he  was  a^ain  honoured  with  the 
fame  appointment,  and  in  the  intermediate 
years,  was  the  firft  onr  the  Uft  of  magiftrates- 

When  the  Colonies  of  New-England  en- 
tered  into  a  confederation  for  their  mutual 
defence,  in  1643,  ^^*  Winflow  was  chofen 
one  of  the  Commiffioners  on  behalf  of 
Plvmouth,  and  was  continued  in  that  office 
till  1646,  when  he  was  folicited  by  the  Col- 
ony of  MalTachufetts,  to  go  again  to  Eng- 
land, to  anfwer  the  complaints  of  Samuel 

Gorton 
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Gorton  and  others,  who  had  charged  them 
%vith  rehgious  intolerance  and  perfecUtion.* 
The  times  being  changed,  and  the  Puritans 
being  in  power,  Mr.  Winflow  had  great  ad-  * 
vantage  in  this  bufinefs,  from  the  credit  and 
efteem  which  he  enjoyed  with  that  party. 
We  have  no  account  of  the  particulars  of 
this  agency,  but  only  in  general,  that  "  by 
his  prudent  management,  he  prevented  any 
damage,  and  cleared  the  Colony  from  any 
blame  or  difhonour." 

One  defign  of  the  confederation  of  the 
Colonies,  was  to  promote  the  civilization  of 
the  Indians,  and  their  converfion  to  the 
Ghriftian  religion*  In  this  great  and  good 
work,  Mr.  Winflow  was,  from  principle, 
very  zealoufly  engaged.  In  England,  he  em- 
ployed his  iiitereft  and  friendfhip  with  Mem- 
bers of  the  Parliament,  and  other  gentlemen 
of  quality  and  fortune,  to  ere£t  a  Corporation 
there,  for  the  profecution  of  the  defign.  "f 
For  this  purpofe,  an  a£t  of  Parliament  was 
pafTed  (1649)  incorporating  a  Society  in 
England  "  for  propagating  the  Gofpel  in 
New-England."  The  Commiffioners  of  the 
United  Colonies  were  conftituted  a  Board 
P  P  of 

*  Hutch.  L   145,  149. 

t  Hazard's  State  Paper,  II.  145,  &c. 
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of  Correfpondents,  and  diftributors  of  the 
money,  which  was  fupplied  in  England,  by 
charitable  donations,  from  all  the  cities^ 
towns,  and  parifhes,  in  the  kingdom.*  By 
the  influence  and  exertions  of  both  thefe 
refpedtable  bodies,  millions  were  fupported 
among  the  Indians  of  New-England  ;  the 
Bible  and  other  books  of  piety  w^ere  tranf- 
lated  into  the  Indian  tongue,  and  printed 
for  their  ufe  ;  and  much  pains  w^ere  taken 
by  feveral  W'Orthy  minifters,  and  other  gen- 
tlemen, to  inftru61:  the  Indians,  and  reduce 
them  to  a  civilized  life.  This  fociety  is  ftill 
in  exiftence,  and,  till  the  late  revolution  in 
America,  they  kept  up  a  Beard  of  Corref- 
pondents at  Bofton,  but  fince  that  period,  it 
has  been  difcontinued.  Of  this  Corporation, 
at  its  firft  eftablifhment,  Mr.  Winflow  was  a 
very  adtive  and  faithful  member  in  England  ; 
where  his  reputation  was  great,  and  his  abil- 
ities highly  valued  by  the  prevailing  party, 
who  found  him  fo  much  employment  there, 
and  elfwhere,  that  he  never  returned  to 
New-England. 

When  Oliver  Cromwell  [16^5)  planned 
an  expedition  againft  the  Spaniards  in  the 
Weft-Indies,   and  fent  Admiral  Penn  and 

General 

*  Hazard's  Colle(flIons,  I.  636, 
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General  Venables  to  execute  it,  he  appoint- 
ed three  Commiflioners  to  fuperintend  and 
dire<St  their  operations  ;  of  which  number 
Winflow  was  the  chief  ;  the  other  two  were 
Richard  Holdrip,  and  Edward  Blagge^*^ 
Their  objefl:  was  to  attack  St.  Domingo,  the 
only  place  of  ftrength  which  the  Spaniards 
-had  in  Hifpaniola. 

The  commanders  difagreed  in  their  tem- 
pers and  views,  and  the  control  of  the  Com- 
miflioners was  of  no  avail.  The  troops,  ill 
appointed  and  badly  provided,  were  landed 
at  too  great  a  diflance  from  the  city,  and  loft 
their  way  in  the  woods.  Worn  with  hun- 
ger and  thirft^  heat  and  fatigue,  they  were 
routed  by  an  iaconfiderable  number  of  Span- 
iards ;  fix  hundred  were  killed,  and  the  rem- 
nant took  refuge  on  board  their  veflels. 

To  compenfate  as  far  as  poflible  for  this 
unfortunate  event,  the  fleet  failed  for  Jamai- 
ca, which  furrendered  without  any  refift- 
ance.  But  Mr.  Winflow,  who  paitook  of 
the  chagrin  of  the  defeat,  did  not  enjoy  the 
pleafure  .of  the  vidory.  In  the  pafl^age  be- 
tween Hifpaniola  and  Jamaica,  the  heat  of 
the  climate  threw  him  into  a  fever  ;  which, 
operating  with  the  dejeclion  of  his  mind,  put 

an 

*  Hume,  chap.  Ixi. 
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an  end  to  his  life  on  the  8th  of  May,  1655, 
in  the  fixty-firft  year  of  his  age.  His  body 
;was  committed  to  the  deep,  with  the  honours 
of  War,  forty-two  guns  being  fired,  by  the 
fleet,  on  that  occafion. 

The  following  well-meant  but  inelegant 
verfes  were  written  by  one  of  the  paffengers 
on  board  the  fame  fhip  in  which  he  died. 

**  The  eighth  of  May,  weft  from  'Sparuola  fhore,r 
God  took  from  us  our  grand  Gommiffionerj^ 
Winflow  by  name  ;  a  man  in  chiefeft  truft, 
Whofe  life  was  fweet  and  converfation  juft  ; 
Whofe  parts  and  wifdom  moft  men  did  excel  5 
An  honour  to  his  place,  as  all  can  tell,"  * 

Before  his  departure  from  New-England, 
Mr.  Winflow  had  made  a  fettlement  on  a 
valuable  tra(£i:  of  land  in  Marflifield,  tp  which 
he  gave  the  name  of  Carefwell,  probably 
from  a  cafl:le  and  feat  of  that  name  in  Staf- 
fordfliire.f  His  fon,  Jofiah  "Winflow,  was  a 
magifl;rate  and  Governor  of  the  Colony,  and 
General  of  the  New-England  forces,  in  the 
war  with  the  Indians,  called  Philip's  war.  He 
died  in  1680.  Ifaac,  the  fon  of  Jofiah  Wint 
low,  fuftained  the  chief  civil  and  military  offices 
in  the  county  of  Plymouth,  after  its  incorpo- 
ration 

*  Morton's  Memorial. 

t  See  Camden's  Britannia,  534. 
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ration  with  Maflachufetts ;  and  was  Prefidcnt 
of  the  Provincial  Council.  He  died  in  1738. 
John  Winflow,  the  fon  of  Ifaac,  was  a  Cap- 
tain in  the  unfortunate  expedition  to  Cuba  in 
1740,  and  afterward  an  officer  in  the  Britifh 
fervice,  and  Major-General  in  feveral  expedi« 
tions  to  Kennebeck,  Nova-Scotia,  and  Crown 
Point.  He  died  in  1774,  aged  71,  His 
fon.  Dr.  Ifaac  Winflow,  is  now  in  pofleffidn 
of  the  family  eftate  at  Marfhfield.  By  the 
favour  of  this  gentleman,  the  letter-books  and 
journals  of  his  late  father,  Major-General 
Winflow,  with  many  ancient  family  papers^ 
containing  a  fund  of  genuine  information^ 
are  depofited  in  the  library  of  the  Hiftorical 
Society.  There  are  feveral  other  reputable 
branches  of  this^ family  in  New-England  and 
Nova-Scotia? 


XXVIL 


«f" 


3IO 


XXVII.     MILES  STANDISH. 


X  HIS  intrepid  foldier,  the  hero  of 
New-England,  as  John  Smith  was  of  Virgin- 
ia, was  a  native  of  Lanc^fliire,  in  the  North 
of  England  ;  but  the  date  of  his  birth  is  not 
preferved.  Defcended  from  the  younger 
branch  of  a  family  of  dlftinfl:lon,*  he  was 

"  heir 

*  All  which  I  have  been  able  to  coUeft  relative  to  the 
family  of  Standifh,  is  as  follows  : 

^enry  Standifi^  a  Francifcan,  D.  D.  of  Cambridge, 
I^ifhop  of  St.  Afaph,  before  the  reformation,  was  a  bigot 
to  Popery.  Falling  down  on  his  knees,  before  King 
Henry  VIIL  he  petitioned  hira  to  continue  the  religious 
eftabiiftiment  of  his  anceftors.  This  prelate  died,  A.  D, 
1535,  at  a  very  advanced  age. 
"fV  John  Standijhy  nephew  to  Henry,  wrote  a  book  againft 

the  tranflatlon  of  the  bible  into  the  Englifh  language; 
and  prefented  it  to  the  Parliament.  He  died  in  1556,  in 
the  reign  of  Queen  Mary.f 

Sir  Richard  Sfandijhi  of  Whittle,  near  Charley.  In  his 
grounds  a  lead  mine  was  d^fcovered,  not  lon^  before  1 695, 
and  wrought  with  good  fuccefs.  Near  the  fame  place  is  a 
quarry  of  mill-ftones.J 

The  village  of  Standijhy  and  a  feat  called  Standijh-Hally 

are  fituate  near  the  river  Douglas,  In  Lancafliire,  between 

I  the  towns  of  Charley  and  Wigan,  which  are  about  6  miles 

diftant.     Wigan  is  9  miles  north  of  Warrington,  on  the 

fouthern  fide  of  the  county. 

See  Camden^s  Map  of  Lancafhire. 

f  Fuller's  Worthies  of  England,  109,  114. 
%  Camden's  Britannia,  Sea. 
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"  heir  apparent  to  a  great  eftate  of  lands  and 
livings,  furreptitioufly  detained  from  him," 
which  compelled  him  to  feek  fubfiftence  for 
himfelf.  Though  fmall  in  ftature,  he  had  an 
active  genius,  a  fanguine  temper,  and  a  ftrong 
conftitution.  Thefe  qualities  led  him  to  the 
profeffion  of  arms  ;  and  thje  Netherlands 
being,  in  his  youth,  a  theatre  of  war,  he  en- 
tered into  the  fervice  of  Queen  Elizabeth,  in 
aid  of  the  Dutch  ;  and  after  the  truce,  fettled 
with  the  Englifh  refugees,  at  Leyden. 

When  they  meditated  a  removal  to  Ameri- 
ca, Standifh,  though  not  a  member  of  their 
church,  was  thought  a  proper  perfon  to  ac-^ 
company  them.  Whether  he  joined  them  at 
their  requeft  or  his  own  motion,  does  not 
appear ;  but  he  engaged  with  zeal  and  refolu- 
tion  in  their  enterprife,  and  embarked  with 
the  firft  company  in  1620. 

On  their  arrival  at  Gape-Cod,  he  was  ap- 
pointed commander  of  the  firft  party  of  fix- 
teen  men,  who  went  afhore  on  difcovery ; 
and  when  they  began  their  fettlement  at 
Plymouth,  he  was  unanimoufly  chofen  Cap- 
tain, or  chief  military  commander.  In  fev- 
eral  interviews  with  the  natives,  he  was  the 
firft  to  meet  them,  and  was  generally  accom- 
panied 


■H 
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panied  with  a  very  fmall  number  of  men,  fe- 
leded  by  himfelf. 

After  the  league  was  made  with  Mafaflbit ; 
one  of  his  petty  Sachems,  Corbltant,  became 
difcontented,  arid  was  meditating  to  join  with 
the  Narraganfets,  againft  the  Englifh.  Stan- 
difh,  with  fourteen  men  and  a  guide,  went  to 
Corbitant's  place,  [Swanzey]  and  furrounded 
his  houfe  ;  but  not  finding  him  at  home, 
they  informed  his  people  of  their  intention 
of  deftroying  him,  if  he  fhould  perfift  in  his 
rebellion.  Corbitant  hearing  of  his  danger, 
made  an  acknowledgment  to  Mafaflbit  and 
entreated  his  mediation  with  the  Englifh 
for  peace.  He  was  foon  after  [Sept.  13, 
1 621]  admitted,  with  eight  other  chiefs,  to 
fubfcribe  an  inftrument  of  fubmiflion  to  the 
Englifh  government* 

In  every  hazardous  enterprife,  Capt.  Stan- 
difh  was  ready  to  put  himfelf  foremoft, 
whether  the  objedt  were  difcovery,  traffic,  or 
war  •  and  the  people,^  animated  by  his  ex- 
ample, and  confiding  in  his  bravery  and 
fidelity,  thought  themfelves  fafe  under  his 
command* 

When  the  town  of  Plymouth  [1622]  was 
enclofed  and  fortified,  the  defence  of  it  was^ 

committed 
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committed  to  the  Captain,  who  made  the 
moft  jV^,^ious  difpofition  of  their  force.  He 
divided  them  into  four  fquadrons,  appointing 
thofe  whom  he  thought  moft  fit,  to  com- 
mand ;  and  ordered  every  man,  on  p^xyj 
alarm,  to  repair  to  his  refpedive  ftation,  and 
put  himfelf  under  his  proper  officer.  A  fe- 
ledt  company  was  appointed,  in  cafe  of  acci- 
dental fire,  to  mount  guard,  v/ith  their  backs 
to  the  fire,  that  they  might  prevent  the 
approach  of  an  enemy  during  the  con- 
flagration. 

Being  fent  on  a  trading  voyage  to  Mata- 
chieft,  [between  Barnftable  and  Yarmouth, 
Feb.  1623]  a  fevere  ftorm  came  on,  during 
the  firft  night,  by  which  the  harbour  was 
filled  with  ice,  and  Captain  Standiih  with 
his  party  were  obliged  to  lodge  in  one  of  the 
huts  of  the  favages.  They  came  together  in 
a  confiderable  number,  and  under  the  mafk  of 
friendfhip  promifed  to  fupply  him  with  corn. 
Standifh  fufpeding,  by  their  number,  that 
their  intention  w^as  hoftile,  would  not  permit 
his  men  to  lie  down,  all  at  once,  but  ordered 
them  to  fleep  and  watch  by  turns.  In  the 
morning  a  difcovery  was  made,  that  fome 
things  had  been  ftolen  from  his  fhallop, 
Qq  The 
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The  Captain  imnirecliatdy  went  with  his 
whole  force,  confifting  of  fix  men,  f c'  round-- 
ed  the  houfe  of  the  Sachem  lanough,  and 
obhged  him  to  find  the  thief  and  reftore  the 
ftolen  things.  This  refohite  behaviour  ftrucfc 
them  with  awe  ;  the  trade  went  on  peacea- 
bly, and  when  the  harbour  was  cleared,  the 
fhallop  came  off  with  a  load  of  corn,  and  ar- 
rived fafely  at  Plymouth. 

This  was  the  firft  fufpicion  of  a  confpiracy, 
which  had  for  fome  time-  been  forming 
among  the  Indians,  to  deftroy  the  Engliih. 
In  the  following  month,  [March]  he  had  an- 
other fpecimen  of  their  infolence  at  Mano- 
met,^  whither  he  went  to  fetch  home  the 
corn  which  Governor  Bradford  had  bought 
in  the  preceding  autumn.  The  Captain  was 
not  received  v\rith  that  welcome  which  the 
Governor  had  experienced.  Two  Indiana 
from  Maflachufetts  were  there,  one  of  whom 
had  an  iron  dagger,  which  he  had  gotten 

from 

*  Mar.omet  is  the  name  of  a  creek  or  river  which  runs 
through  the  town  of  Sandwich,  into  the  upper  part  of 
Buzzard's  Bay,  formerly  called  Manomet  Bay.  Between 
this  and  ScufTet  Creek,  (into  which  Standifh  went  and  re- 
ceived his  corn)  is  the  place,  which,  for  more  than  a  cen- 
tury, has  been  thought  of,  as  proper  to  be  cut  through,  to 
form  a  commun'reation  by  a  navigable  canal,  from  Barnf- 
table  Bay  to  Buzzard's  Bay.  Princcr  126^ 
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from  fome  of  Weflon's  people  at  Weflaguflet, 
[Weymouth]  and  which  he  gave  to  Cana- 
cum,  the  Sachem  of  Maaomet,  in  the  view 
of  Standifh.  The  prefent  w^as  accompanied 
with  a-  fpeech,  which  the  Captain  did  not 
then  perfectly  underftand,  but  the  purport 
of  it  was,  "  That  the  Englifli  were  too  ftrong 
for  the  Maffachufetts  Indians  to  attack  with- 
out help  from  the  others ;  becaufe  if  they 
fliould  cut  off  the  people  in  their  bay,  yet 
they  feared  that  thofe  of  Plymouth  would  re- 
venge their  death.  He  therefore  invited  the 
Sachem  to  join  with  them,  and  deftroy  both 
Colonies.  He  magnified  his  own  ftrength 
and  courage,  and  derided  the  Europeans  be- 
caufe he  had  feen  them  die,  crying  and  mak- . 
ing  four  faces  like  children."  An  Indian  of 
Paomet  was  prefent,  who  had  formerly  been 
friendly,  and  now  profefled  the  fame  kind- 
nefs,  offering  his  perfonal  fervice  to  get  the 
corn  on  board  the  ihallop,  though  he  had 
never  done  fiich  work  before ;  and  inviting 
the  Captain  to  lodge  in  his  hut,  as  the  weath- 
er was  cold.  Standifli  pafTed  the  night  by 
his  fire,  but  though  earneflly  preffed  to  take 
his  reft,  kept  himfelf  continually  in  motion, 
and  the  next  day,  by  the  help  of  the  fquaws, 
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got  his  corn  on  board,  and  returned  to  Plym- 
outh. It  was  afterward  difcovered  that  this 
Indian  intended  to  kill  him,  if  he  had  fallen 
afleep. 

About  the  fame  time,  happened  Mr.Winf- 
low's  vifit  to  Mafaffoit  in  his  ficknefs,  and 
a  full  difcovery  of  the  plot,  which  the  In- 
dians at  MafTachufetts  had  contrived  to  de- 
ftroy  the  Englifh.  The  people  whom  Wef- 
ton  had  fent  to  plant  a  Colony  at  Weffaguflet, 
were  fo  diforderly  and  imprudent,  that  the  In- 
dians were  not  only  difgufted  with  tliem,  but 
defpifed  them.  Thefe  were  deftined  to  be 
the  firft  vid:ims.  Their  overfeer,  John  San« 
dersj  was  gone  to  Monhegan  to  meet  the 
fifhermen,  at  their  coming  to  the  coaft,  and 
get  fome  provifions.  During  his  abfence, 
the  Indians  had  grown  more  infolent  than 
before  ;  and  it  was  neceffary  that  fome  force 
fliould  be  fent  thither,  as  well  to  proted 
the  Colony  as  to  crufh  the  confpiracy. 
Standiih  was  the  Commander  of  the  party  ^ 
and  as  this  was  his  capital  exploit,  it  may  be 
moft  latisfadtory  and  entertaining  to  give  the 
account  of  it,  as  related  by  Mr.  Winflow  in 
his  narrative. 

«  The 
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"The  23d  o£  March  [1623]  being  a 
yearly  Court  day,  we  came  to  this  conclu- 
fion ;  that  Captain  Standifh  fhould  take  as 
many  men  as  he  thought  fufEcient  to  make 
his  party  good,  againft  all  the  Indians  in  the 
Maflachufetts  Bay ;  and  becaufe  it  is  impoffi- 
ble  to  deal  with  them  upon  open  defiance, 
but  to  take  them  in  fuch  traps  as  they  lay 
for  others  ;  therefore  that  he  fhould  pretend 
trade,  as  at  other  times ;  but  firft  go  to  thp 
Engliih,  and  acquaint  them  with  the  plot  and 
the  end  of  his  own  coming,  that  by  compar- 
ing it  with  their  carriage  toward  them,  he 
might  better  judge  of  the  certainty  of  it,  and 
more  fitly  take  opportunity  to  revenge  the 
fame  ;  but  fhould  forbear,  if  it  were  poffible, 
till  fuch  time  as  he  could  make  fare  of  Wittu- 
wamat,  a  bloody  and  bold  villain,  whofe 
head  he  had  orders  to  bring  with  him.     Up- 

I  on  this.  Captain  Standifli  made  choice  of 
eight  men,  and  would  not  take  more,  be- 
caufe he  would  prevent  jealoufy.  On  the 
next  day,  before  he  could  go,  came  one*"  of 

jl  Wefton's 

*  His  name  was  Phinehas  Pratt :  An  Indian  followed 
him  to  kill  him,  but  by  miffing  his  way,  he  efcaped  and 
got  into  Plymouth.  This  man  was  living  in  1677,  when 
Mr.  Hubbard  v/rote  his  hiftory.  The  Indian  who  follow- 
-  ed  him  went  to  Manomet,  and  on  his  return,  vifited  Plym- 
outh, where  he  was  put  in  irons.  Hubbard's  MS. 
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Wefl:on*s  company  to  us  with  a  pack  on 
his  back,  who  made  a  pitiful  narration  of 
their  lamentable  and  weak  eftate,  and  of  the 
Indians'  carriage ;  whofe  boldnefs  increafed 
abundantly,  infbmuch  as  they  would  take 
the  vidtuals  out  of  their  pots,  and  eat  before 
their  faces  ;  yea,  if  in  any  thing  they  gain«^ 
fkyed  them,  they  were  ready  to  hold  a  knife 
at  their  breafts*  He  faid  that,  to  give  them 
content,  they  had  hanged  one*  of  the  Com- 
pany* 

*  Mr.  Hubbard's  aec^sunt  of  this  matter,  is  as  follows. 
<*  The  Company,  as  feme  report,  pretended,  in  way  of  fat- 
isfa<5lion,  to  punifti  him  that  did  the  theft  ;  but  in  his  ftead, 
hanged  a  poor  decrepid  old  man,  that  was  unferviceable  to 
the  Company,  and  burdenfome  to  keep  alive  :  This  was 
the  ground  of  the  ftory,  with  which  the  merry  gentleman 
that  wrote  the  poem  called  Hudihras^  did  in  his  poetical 
fancy,  make  fo  much  fport.  The  inhabitants  of  Plym- 
outh tell  the  ftory  much  otherwife,  as  if  the  perfon  hanged, 
was  really  guilty  of  ftealing,  as  were  many  of  the  reft* 
Yet,  it  is  poftible,  that  juftice  might  be  executed,  not  oii 
him  that  moft  deferved  it,  but  on  him  that  could  beft  be 
fpared,  or  who  was  not  likely  to  live  long,  if  he  had  been 
let  alone.** 

The  paiTag^  of  Hudibras  above  referred  to,  is  in  part  2. 
canto  2.  line  403,  &c. 

"  Tho'  nice  and  dark  the  point  appear. 

Quoth  Ralph,  it  may  hold  up  and  clear- ; 

That  finners  may  fupply  the  place 

Of  fuffering  faints,  is  a  plain  cafe. 

Juftice  gives  fentence  many  times. 

On  one  m.an  for  another's  crimes. 

Our 
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pany,  who  had  ftolen  their  corn,  and  yet  they 
regarded  it  not ;  that  another  of  them  had 
turned  favage  ;  that  their  people  had  moftly 
forfaken  the  town,  and  made  their  rendez* 
VGUS  where  they  got  their  vidluals,  becaufe 

they 

Our  brethren  of  J^snu-Ejigland  ufe, 
Choice  malefactors  to  excufe, 
And  hang  the  guiitlefs  in  their  fteady 
Of  whom  the  Churches  have  lefs  need ; 
As  lately  happened.     In  a  town, 
There  liv'd  a  Cobler,  and  but  one. 
Who  out  of  doctrine,  could  cut  ufe. 
And  mend  men's  lives  as  well  as  fhoes* 
This  ptecious  brother,  having  flain 
In  time  of  peace,  an  Indian, 
Not  out  of  malice,  but  mere  zeal 
Becaufe  he  was  an  infidel ;, 
The  mighty  Tottipotimoy 
Sent  to  our  Elders  an  envoy, 
Complaining  forely  of  the  breach 
Of  league,  held  forth  by  brother  Patch, 
Againft  th^  articles  in  force 
Between  both  Churches,  his  and  ours  ; 
For  Vv'hich  he  crav'd  the  faints  to  render 
Into  his  hands,  or  hang  th'  offender. 
But  they,  maturely  having  v/eighed. 
They  had  no  more  but  him  of  the  trade ; 
A  man  that  ferv'd  them,  in  a  double 
Capacity,  to  teach  and  cobble, 
RefolvM  to  fpare  him,  yet  to  do 
The  Indian  Hogan  Megan,  too, 
Impartial  juflice,  in  his  ftead  did 
Hang  an  old  Weaver,  that  was  bed-rid. 

Then, 
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they  would  not  take  pains  to  bring  It  home ; 
that  they  had  fold  their  clothes  for  corn, 
and  were  ready  to  perifh  with  hunger  and 
cold,  ^d  that  they  were  difperfed  into  three 
companies,  having  fcarcely  any  powder  and 
Ihot.  As  this  relation  was  grievous  to  us,  fo 
It  gave  us  good  encouragement  to  proceed  ; 
and  the  wind  coming  fair  the  next  day, 
March  25,  Captain  Standifh  being  now  fitted, 
fet  forth  for  Maffachufetts.'* 

"  The  Captain  being  come  to  MaflTachii- 
fetts,  went  firft  to  the  fhip,  but  found  neither 
man  nor  dog  therein.  On  the  difcharge  of 
a  mufket,  the  Mafter  and  fome  others  fhew- 
ed  themfelves,  who  were  on  fhore  gathering 
ground-nuts  and  other  food.  After  faluta- 
tion,  Captain  Standifh  afked  them,  how  they 
durfi:  fo  leave  the  fhip,  and  live  in  fuch 
fecurity  ?  they  anfwered,  like  men  fenfelefs 

of 

Then,  wherefore  may  not  you  be  fkipp'd. 
And  In  your  room  another  whlpp'd  I" 

The  flory  is  here  moft  rldlculoufly  caricatured  as  a 
Cur  upon  the  Churches  of  Nevir-England.  I  do  not  find 
that  the  people  of  Wefton^s  plantation  had  any  Church 
at  all  ;  they  were  a  fet  of  needy  adventurers,  intent  only 
on  gaining  a  fubfiftence.  Mr.  Neal  fays,  that  "  he  obtain- 
ed a  patent  uxid&r  pretence  of  propagating  the  difcipline  of 
the  Church  of  England  in  America." 

Hift.  N.  E.  Chap.  iii.  p.  102. 
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of  their  own  mifeiy,  that  they  feared  not  the 
Indians,  but  Uved  and  fuffered  them  to  lodge 
with  them,  not  having  fword  nor  gun,  or 
needing  the  fame.  To  which  the  Captain 
rephed,  that  if  there  were  no  caufe,  he  was 
glad.  But  upon  further  inquiry,  under- 
ftanding  that  thofe  in  whom  John  Sanders 
had  repofed  moft  confidence  were  at  the 
plantation^  thither  he  went,  and  made  known 
the  Indians'  purpofe,  and  the  end  of  his  own 
coming  ;  and  told  them  that  if  they  durft 
not  flay  there,  it  was  the  intention  of  the 
Governor  and  people  of  Plymouth,  to  re- 
ceive them,  till  they  could  be  better  provi- 
ded for*  Thefe  men  anfwered  that  they 
could  expe£t  no  better,  and  it  was  of  God's 
mercy  that  they  were  not  killed  before  his 
coming,  defiring  that  he  would  negledl:  no 
opportunity  to  proceed  5  hereupon  he  advit 
ed  them  to  fecrecy  and  to  order  one  third  of 
their  company  that  were  fartheft  off  to  come 
home,  and  on  pain  of  death  to  keep  there, 
himfelf  allowing  them  a  pint  of  Indian  corn, 
to  a  man,  for  a  day,  though  that  was  fpared 
out  of  our  feed.  The  weather  proving  very 
wet  and  ftormy,  it  was  the  longer  before  he 
could  do  any  thing." 

R  R  ''  In 
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"In  the  mean  time  an  Indian  came  td 
him  and  brought  fome  furs,  but  rather  to  get 
what  he  could  from  the  Captain  than  to 
trade  ;  and  though  the  Captain  carried  things 
as  fmoothly  as  he  could,  yet,  at  his  return, 
the  Indian  reported  that  he  faw  by  his  eyes 
that  he  was  angry  in  his  heart,  and  therefore 
began  to  fufpedt  themfelves  difcovered.  This 
caufed  one  Peckfuot,  who  was  a  Pinefe 
[chief]  being  a  man  of  a  notable  fpirit  to 
come  to  Hobamock  [Standifh's  Indian  guide 
^nd  interpreter]  and  tell  him  that  he  under- 
flood  the  Captain  wag  come  to  kill  himfelf 
and  the  reft  of  the  favages  there :  "Tell 
him^  faid  he^  we  know  it,  but  fear  him  not, 
neither  will  we  ihun  him  ;  but  let  him  begin 
when  he  dare,  he  fhall  not  take  us  at  un- 
awares.'* Many  times  after,  divers  of  them^ 
feverally  or  a  few  together,  came  to  the  plan- 
tation, where  they  would  w^het  and  fharpen 
the  point  of  their  knives  before  his  face,  and 
ufe  many  other  infulting  geftures  and  fpeech- 
€s.  Among  the  rjft,  Wittuwarnat  bragged 
of  the  excellency  of  his  knife,  on  the  han-^ 
die  of  which  was  pidured  a  woman's  face. 
"  But,  faid  he,  I  have  another  at  home, 
wherewith  I  have  killed  both  French  and 
Engliih,  and  that  hath  a  man's  face  on  it^ 

and 
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and  by  and  by,  thefe  two  muft  be  married." 
Further  he  faid  of  that  knife  which  he  there 
had,  Hinnaim  n^^men^  hinnaim  michen^  matta 
cuts^  that  is  to  fay,  by  and  by  itjhouldfee^  by 
and  by  it  Jhould  eat^  but  not  fpeak.  Alfo 
Peckfuot  being  a  man  of  greater  ftature  than 
the  Captain,  told  him  "  though  you  are*  a 
great  Captain,  yet  you  are  but  a  little  man ; 
though  I  be  no  Sachem,  yet  I  am  a  man  of 
great  ftrength  and  courage."  Thefe  things 
the  Captain  obferved,  but,  for  the  prefent, 
bore  them  with  patience. 

"  On  the  next  day,  feeing  he  could  not 
get  many  of  them  together  at  once,  but 
Peckfuot  and  WIttuwamat  being  together, 
with  another  man  and  the  brother  of  WIttu- 
wamat a  youth  of  eighteen,  putting  many 
tricks  on  the  weaker  fort  of  men,  and  having 
about  as  many  of  his  own  men  in  the  fame 
room,  the  Captain  gave  the  word  to  his  men ; 
and  the  door  being  faft  fhut,  he  begun  him- 
felf  with  Peckfuot  and  fnatching  the  knife 
from  his  neck,  after  much  ftruggling  killed 
him  therewith ;  the  reft  killed  Wittuwamat 
and  the  other  man ;  the  youth  they  took 
and  hanged.  It  is  incredible,  how  many 
wounds  thefe  men  received,  before  they  died, 
not  making  any  fearful  noife,  but  catching 

at 
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at  their  weapons,  and  ftriving  to  the  laft^ 
Hobamock  ftood  by  as  a  fpedtator,  pbferv- 
ing  how  our  men  demeaned  themfelves  in 
the  action  5  which  being  ended,  he,  fmiling, 
brake  forth  and  faid,  "  Yellerday  Peckfuot 
bragged  of  his  own  ftrength  and  ftature,  and 
told  you  that  though  you  were  a  great  Cap- 
tain, yet  you  were  but  a  little  man  ;  but,  to- 
day, I  fee  you  are  big  enough  to  la,y  him  on 
the  ground." 

"  There  being  fome  women,  at  the  fame 
time  there.  Captain  Standifh  left  them,  in 
the  cuftody  of  Wefton's  people,  at  the 
town  ;  and  lent  word  to  another  Company, 
to  kill  thofe  Indian  men  that  were  among 
them.  Thefe  killed  two  more  ;  himfelf  with 
fome  of  his  own  men,  went  to  another  place 
and  killed  another ;  but  through  the  negli- 
gence of  one  man,  an  Indian  efcaped,  who 
difcovered  and  croffed  their  proceedings." 

"Captain  Standifh  took  one  half  of  his 
men  with  one  or  two  of  Wefton's  and  Ho- 
bamock, ftill  feeking  them.  At  length  they 
efpied  a  file  of  Indians,  making  toward  them; 
and,  there  being  a  fmall  advantage  in  the 
ground,  by  reafon  of  a  hill,  both  companies 
ftrove  for  it.  Captain  Standifh  got  it; 
whereupon  the   Indians  retreated,  and  took 

^ach 
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I 

^ach  man  his  tree,  letting  fly  their  arrows 
limain,  efpecially  at  himfelf  and  HobamocL 
Whereupon  Hobamock  call  off  his  coat,  and 
chafed  them  fo  faft,  that  our  people  were  not 
able  to  hold  way  with  him.  They  could 
have  but  one  certain  mark,  the  arm  and  half 
the  face  of  a  notable  villain,  as  he  drew  [his 
bow]  at  Captain  Standiih,  who  with  anoth- 
er, both  difcharged  at  him,  and  brake  his 
arm.  Whereupon,  they  fled  into  a  fwamp; 
when  they  were  in  the  thicket,  they  parli- 
ed  but  got  nothing  but  foul  language.  So 
our  Captain  dared  the  Sachem  to  come  out 
and  fight  like  a  man,  fhowing  how  bafe  and 
woman-like  he  was,  in  tonguing  it  as  he  did  5 
but  he  refufed  and  fled.  So  the  Captain  re- 
turned to  the  plantation;  w^here  he  releafed 
the  women  and  took  not  their  beaver  coats 
from  them,  nor  fuffered  the  leaft  difcourtefy 
to  be  offered  them.** 

"  Now  were  Wefton's  people  refolved  to 
leave  the  plantation,  and  go  to  Monhegan^ 
hoping  to  get  paffage  and  return  [to  Eng- 
land] with  the  fifhing  fhips.  The  Captair^ 
told  them,  that  for  his  own  part,  he  durft  live 
there  with  fewer  men  than  they  were  5  yet 
fmce  they  were  otherwife  minded,  according 
to  his  orders  from  the  Governor  and  peo- 
ple 
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pie  of  Plymouth,  he  would  help  them  with 
corn,  which  he  did,  fcarce  leaving  himfelf 
more  than  brought  them  home.  Some  of 
them  difliked  to  go  to  Monhegan  ;  and  de- 
firing  to  go  with  him  to  Plymouth,  he  took 
them  into  the  fhallop  ;  and  feeing  the  others 
fet  fail,  and  clear  of  Maffachufetts  Bay,  he 
took  leave  and  returned  to  Plymouth,  bring-* 
ing  the  head  of  Wittuv/amet,  which  was  ick 
up  on  the  fort.."* 

*^  This  fudden  and  unexpected  execution, 
hath  fo  terrified  and  amazed  the  other  peo- 
ple who  intended  to  join  with  the  Mafla- 
chufencks  againft  us,  that  they  forfook  their 
houfes,  running  to  and  fro  like  men  diftra£b- 
ed  ;  living  in  fwamps,  and  other  defert  pla-- 
ces,  and  fo  brought  difeafes  upon  themfelves, 
whereof  many  are  dead  ;  as  Canacum,  Sa- 
chem of  Manomet ;  Afpinet,  of  Naufet  i 
and  lanough,  of  Matachieft.  This  Sachem, 
[lanough]  in  the  midft  of  thefe  diftradions,. 
faid,  "  the  God  of  the  Englifh  w^as  offended 

with 

*  This  may  excite  in  fome  minds  an  objection  to  the 
humanity  of  our  forefathers.  The  reafon  afugned  for  h 
was,  that  it  might  prove  a  terror  to  others.  In  matters  of 
war  and  public  juftice,  they  obfetved  the  cuftoms  and  laws 
of  the  Englifh  nation.  As  late  as  the  year  1 747,  the  heads, 
of  the  lords,  who  were  concerned  In  the  Scots  rebellion, 
were  fet  up  over  Temple-Bar,  the  moll  frequented  paflage 
between  London  and  Weftminfter.  ^ 
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with  them,  and  would  deflroy  them  in  his 
anger."  From  one  of  thefe  places,  a  boat 
was  fent  with  prefents  to  the  Governor, 
hoping  thereby  to  work  their  peace ;  but 
the  boat  was  loft,  and  three  of  the  people 
drowned  ;  only  one  efcaped,  who  returned  ; 
fo  that  none  of  them  durii  come  among  us*" 
The  Indian  who  had  been  confined  at 
Plymouth,  on  his  examination,  confeffed  the 
plot  ;  in  which  five  perfons  were  principally 
concerned,  of  whom  two  were  killed.  He 
protefted  his  own  innocence,  and  his  life 
was  fpared,  on  condition  that  he  would 
carry  a  meflage  to  his  Sacheai,  Obtakieft, 
demanding  three  of  Wefton's  men,  whom 
he  held  in  cuftody,  A  woman  returned 
with  his  anfwer,  that  the  men  were  killed 
before  the  meflage  arrived,  for  which  he 
was  very  forry* 

Thus  ended  Wefton's  plantation,  within 
one  year  after  it  began.  He  had  been  one  of 
the  adventurers  to  Plymouth  ;  but  quitted 
them,  and  took  a  feparate  patent ;  and  his 
plantation  was  intended  to  rival  that  of 
Plymouth.  He  did  not  come  in  perfon  to 
America,  till  after  the  difperfion  of  his  peo- 
ple, fome  of  whom  he  found  among  the  eaft- 
ern  fifhermen,  and  from  them  he  firft  heard 

of 
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bf  ths  ruin  of  his  enterprize.  In  a  ftorm,  he 
was  caft  away  between  the  rivers  of  Pafcat- 
aqua  and  Merrimack,  and  was  robbed  by  the 
natives  bf  all  which  he  had  faved  from  the 
wreck.  Having  borrowed  a  fuit  of  clothes 
from  fome  of  the  people  at  Pafcataqua,  he 
came  to  Plymouth  ;  where,  in  conlideratioa 
of  his  neceffity,  the  government  lent  him 
two  hundred  weight  of  beaver,  with  which 
he  failed  to  the  eaftward,  with  fuch  of  his  own 
people  as  were  difpofed  to  accompany  himo 
It  is  obferved  that  he  never  repaid  the  debtj 
fcut  with  enmity  and  reproach.* 

The  next  adventure,  in  which  we  find 
Captain  Standifli  engaged,  was  at  Cape  Ann, 
where  the  fifliermen  of  Plymouth  had  in 
1624  €re£l:ed  a  ftage,  and  a  company  from 
the  weft  of  England  in  the  following  year 
had  taken  poffeffion  of  it.  Standilh  was  or* 
dered  from  Plymouth,  with  a  party  to  retake 
it ;  but  met  a  refufal.  The  controverfy  grew 
warm,  and  high  words  pafled  on  both  fides. 
But  the  prudence  of  Roger  Conant,  agent  for 
the  weft  countrymen,  and  of  Mr.  Pierce, 
mafter  of  their  ftiip,  prevented  matters  from 
coming  to  extremity.  The  fliip's  crew  lent 
their  affiftance    in  building  another   ftage, 

which 
*  Wnce,  p.  135, 
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which  the  Plymouth  fifliermen  accepted  ia 
lieu  of  the  former,  and  thus  peace  and  har* 
mony  were  reftored.  Mr.  Hubbard,  who 
has  preferred  the  memory  of  this  affair,  re- 
Hefts  on  Captain  Standifh  in  the  following 
manner :  *^  He  had  been  bred  a  foldier  in  the 
low  countries,  and  never  entered  into  the 
fchool  of  Chrift,  or  of  John  the  Baptift ;  or 
if  ever  he  was  there,  he  had  forgot  his  firft 
leflbns,  to  offer  violence  to  no  man,  and  to 
part  with  the  cloak,  rather  than  needlefsly 
contend  for  the  coat,  though  taken  away 
without  order.  A  little  chimney  is  foon  fir- 
ed; fo  was  the  Plymouth  Captain,  a  man  of 
irery  fmall  ftature,  yet  of  a  very  hot  and  angry 
temper.  The  fire  of  his  paffion,  foon 
kindled,  and,  blown  up  into  a  flame  by  hot 
words,  might  eafily  have  confumed  all,  had 
k  not  been  feafonably  quenched."* 

When  the  news  of  the  tranfadions  at  Wet 
faguffet,  where  Standifti  had  killed  the  In-* 
dians,  was  carried  to  Europe,  Mr.  Robinfoii 
from  Leyden  wrote  to  the  Church  of  Plym- 
outh, "  to  confider  the  difpofition  of  their 
Captain,  who  was  of  a  warm  temper,  f  He 
hoped  the  Lord  had  fent  him  among  them 
S  s  for 

•  Hubbard's  MS.  p»  84. 

f  Hutchinfon,  11.  /^6Zx    . 
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for  good^  if  they  ufed  him  right;  but  he 
doubted  whether  there  was  not  wanting  that 
tendernefs  of  the  Hfe  of  mahj  made  after 
God's  image,  which  was  meet  ;  and  he 
thought  it  would  have  been  happy  if  they 
had  converted  fome,  before  they  had  killed 
any. 

The  beft  apology  for  Captain  Standilh  is,^ 
that  as  a  foldier  he  had  been  accuftomed  td 
difcipline  and  obedience  ;  that  he  confidered 
himfelf  as  the  militaiy  fervant  of  the  Colony^ 
and  received  his  orders  fi'om  the  Governor 
and  people.  Sedentary  perfons  are  not  al- 
ways the  beft  judges  of  a  foldier's  merit  of 
feelingSe  Men  of  his  own  profeflion  will 
admire  the  courage  of  Standifh,  his  prompt^ 
itude  and  decifion  in  the  execution  of  his  oi- 
ders.  No  one  has  ever  charged  him,  either 
with  failure  in  point  of  obedience  or  of  wan* 
tonly  exceeding  the  limits  of  his  commiC- 
fion,'  If  the  arm  of  flefh .  were  neceflary  to 
cftablifh-  the  rights  and  defend  the  lives  and 
property  of  Golonifts,^  in  a  new  country,  fur^ 
rounded  with  ciiemies  and  falfe  friends ;  ce^- 
Jainly  fuch  a  man  as  Standiiliy  with  all  his 
imperfedions,  will  hold  a  high  rank  among 
the  worthies  of  New-England.     Mr.  Pri^nce 

*    does 
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does  not  fcruple  to  reckon  him  among  thofe 
heroes  of  antiquity,  "who  chofe  to  fufFer 
affliftion  with  the  people  of  God  ;  who 
through  faith  fubdued  kingdoms,  wrought 
righteoufnefs,  obtained  promifes,  flopped  the 
mouths  of  lions,  waxed  valiant  in  fight,  and 
turned  to  flight  the  armies  of  the  aliens  ;"* 
and  even  Mr.  Hubbard,  in  another  part  of 
his  hiftory,  fays  that  Captain  Standifh  "  was 
a  gentleman  very  expert  in  military  fervice  ; 
by  whom  the  people  were  all  willing  to  be 
ordered,  in  thofe  concerns,  He  was  like- 
wife  improved  [employed]  to  good  accept- 
ance and  fuccefs  in  affairs  of  the  greatefl 
moment  in  that  Colony ;  to  whofe  intereft 
he  continued  firm  and  fledfaft  to  the  laft,  and 
always  managed  his  trufl,  with  great  integ- 
rity and  faithfulnefs."'!' 

Two  fhips  which  had  come,  with  fupplies 
to  the  Colony,  the  fame  year  (1625)  return- 
ed, in  the  autumn  with  cargoes  of  fifh  and 
furs.  In  one  of  thefe,  Standifh  embarked, 
as  agent  for  the  Colony,  and  arrived  fafely 
in  England ;  the  other  was  captured  by  a 
Turkifh  fhip  of  w^ar,  and  the  lofs  of  her  vak 

uablQ 

*  Preface  to  Mafon's  Hiftory  of  Pequod  war. 
t  Hubbard's  MS.  p.  50. 
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uable  cargo  was  a  fevere  blow  to  the  Colony, 
He  arrived  in  a  very  unfortunate  time  j  the 
plague  raging  in  London,  carried  off  more 
than  forty  thoufand  people  in  the  fpace  of 
one  year.  Commerce  was  ftagnatedj  the 
merchants  and  members  of  the  Council  of 
New-England  were  difperfed  and  no  meet- 
ing could  be  holden.  All  which  Captain 
Standifh  could  do,  was,  by  private  confer- 
ence, to  prepare  the  way  for  a  compofitioa 
with  the  Company  of  adventurers,  and  by 
the  help  of  a  few  friends,  with  great  trou-^i 
ble  and  danger,  to  procure  a  fmall  quantity 
of  goods,  for  the  Colony,  amounting  to 
£iSOy  which  he  took  up  at  the  exorbi- 
tant intereft  of  50  per  cent.  With  this  in* 
fufficient  but  welcome  fupply,  he  returned 
to  Plymouth,  In  the  fpring  of  1626 ;  bring* 
ing  the  forrowful  news  of  the  death  of  Mrv 
Rcbinfon  and  Mr.  Cufhman, 

Several  attempts  were,  about  this  time, 
made  to  form  plantations,  within  the  hay  of 

Maffachufetts,  at  Cape  Ann  and  Pafcataqua.* 
Among  thefe  adventurers  vv^as  one  Captain 
Wollafton,  "  a  man  of  confiderable  parts,  and 

v/ith  him  three  or  four  more  of  fomc  emir- 

■ 

nence, 

*  Morton*s  Memorial,  68. 
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ncnce,  who  brought  over  many  fervants,  and 
much  provifions."  He  pitched  on  the  fouth- 
em  fide  of  the  bay,  at  the  head  of  the  creek, 
and  called  an  adjoining  hill  Mount  WoUaf- 
ton,  [Quincy.j  One  of  his  company  was 
Thomas  Morton,  "  a  pettifogger  of  Furni- 
val"S  Inn,"  who  bad  fome  property  of  his 
own,  or  of  other  men  committed  to  him* 
After  a  fliort  trial,  Wollafton,  not  finding 
his  expedlations  realized,  went  to  Virginia, 
with  a  great  part  of  the  fervants  ;  and  being 
better  pleafed  with  that  country,  fent  for  the 
reft  to  come  to  him.  Morton  thought  this 
a  proper  opportunity  to  make  himfelf  head 
of  the  Company  ;  and,  in  a  drunken  frolic, 
perfuaded  them  to  depofe  Richer,  the  Lieu- 
tenant, and  fet  up  for  liberty  and  equality^ 

Under  this  influence  they  foon  became  li- 
centious and  debauched.  They  fold  their 
goods  to  the  natives  for  furs,  taught  them  the 
ufe  of  arms,  and  employed  them  in  hunting. 
They  invited  and  received  fugitives  from  all 
the  neighbouring  fettlements ;  and  thus  en- 
dangered their  fafety,  and  obliged  them  to 
unite  their  flrength  in  oppofition  to  them. 
Captain  Endicott  from  Naumkeag  made  them 
a  vifit,  and  gave  them  a  fmall  check,  by  cut- 
ting 
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ting  down  a  May-pole,  which  they  had 
ereded  as  a  central  point  of  diffipation  a,i;\d 
extravagance  ;  but  it  was  referved  for  Cap- 
tain Standifh  to  break  up  their  infamous 
combination.  After  repeated  friendly  admo- 
nitions, which  were  difregarded,  at  the  re^ 
queft  and  joint  expenfe*  of.  the  fcattered 
planters,  and  by  order  of  the  Government  of 
Plymouth,  he  went  to  Mount  WoUafton, 
and  fummoned  Morton  to  furrender.  Mor- 
ton prepared  for  his  defence,  armed  his  ad? 
herents,  heated  them  with  liquor,  and  anfwer- 
ed  Standi fh  with  abufive  language.  But, 
when  he  ftepped  out  of  his  door,  to  take 
aim  at  his  antagonift,  the  Captain  feized  his 
mulket  with  one  hand,  and  his  collar  with 
fhe  other,  and  made  him  prifoner.      The 

others 

^  From  the  hill  of  expenfe,  fent  to  the  Council  of  New- 
England,  may  be  feen  the  number  and  ability  of  the 
plantations  in  1628. 

Plymouth  contributed  £2  :  10 

Naumkeag,  [Salem]  i  :  10 

Pafcataquack,  [Mafon's  Company}        2  :  10 
Mr.  JefFery  and  Mr.  Burflem,  2 

Nantafcot,  i  :  10 

Mr.  Thomfon,  [Squantum  neck]  15 

Mr.  Blackfton,  [Bofton]  12 

Mr.  Edward  Hilton,  [Dover]  i 

^'12:7 
See  Gov.  Bradford's  Letter  Book  in  Col  Hift.  Soc.  ili.  63, 
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bthers  quietly  fubmitted.  No  blood  was 
flied,  nor  a  gun  fired.  They  v/ere  all  con- 
ducted to  Plymouth,  and  thence  fent  to  Eng- 
Jand  ;  where  Morton  waB  treated  with  lefs 
feverity  than  he  deferved,  and  was  permitted 
to  return  and  difturb  the  fettlements,  till 
tlie  eftablifhment  of  the  Maflachufetts  Colo- 
ny, when  he  retired  to  Pafcataqiia,  and  theris 
ended  his  days. 

After  this  encounter,  which  happened  in 
1628,  we  have  no  particular  account  of  Cap- 
tain Standifh.  He  is  not  mentioned  in  the 
account  of  the  Pequot  war,  in  1637.  ^^ 
was  chofen  one  of  the  magiftrates  or  affift- 
ants  of  Plymouth  Colony  as  long  as  he  liv- 
ed. As, he  advanced  in  years,  he  was  much 
afflided  with  the  ftone  and  the  ftrangury  ; 
he  died  in  1 656,  being  then  very  old,  at  Dux« 
bury,  near  Plymouth  ;  where  he  had  a  trad 
of  land,  which  to  this  day  is  known  by  the 
name  of  Captain's  HilL 

He  had  one  fon,  Alexander,  who  died  in 
DuxbUry.  The  late  Dr.  Wheelock,  founder 
of  Dartmouth  College,  and  Mr.  Kirkland, 
Miffionary  to  the  Indians,  were  defcended 
from  him.  One  of  his  grandfons  was  in 
pofleflion  of  his  coat  of  maijl,  which  is  now 

fuppofed 
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fiippofed  to  be  loft ;  but  his  fword  is  preferv* 
ed  in  the  Cabinet  of  the  Hiftorical  Society, 
of  which  one  of  his  defendants,  John 
Thornton  Kirkland,  is  a  member.  His  name 
is  ftill  venerated,  and  the  merchants  of  Plym* 
outh  and  Bofton  have  named  their  {hips  a& 
ter  him.  His  pofterity  chiefly  refide  in  fev« 
tral  towns  of  the  county  of  Plymouth^ 


xxvni. 
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XXVIII.    JOHN  WINTHROP, 
First  Governor  of  Massachusetts* 

X  HIS  worthy  gentleman  was  defcend* 
ed  from  a  family  remarkable  for  its  attach- 
ment to  the  reformed  religion  from  the  ear- 
lieft  period  of  the  reformation.  His  grand- 
father, Adam  Winthrop,  was  an  eminent 
lawyer  and  lover  of  the  gofpel,  in  the  reign 
of  Henry  VIIL  and  brother  to  a  memorable 
friend  of  the  reformation^  in  the  reign  of 
Mary  L  in  whofe  hands  the  Martyr  Philpot 
left  his  papers,  which  make  a  confiderable 
part  of  the  Hiftory  of  the  Martyrs.  His 
father,  Adam  Winthrop,  was  a  gentleman  of 
the  fame  profeflion  and  character.  Gov- 
ernor Winthrop  was  born  at  the  family  feat 
at  Groton,  in  Suffolk,  June  12,  1587,  and 
was  bred  to  the  law,  though  he  had  a  very 
ftrong  inclination  to  theological  ftudies*  At 
the  age  of  eighteen  he  was  made  a  Juftice  of 
the  Peace,  and  his  virtues  became  confpicu- 
ous.  He  was  exemplary  in  his  profeffion 
as  an  upright  and  impartial  magiftrate,  and 
in  his  private  character  as  a  chriftian*  He 
had  wifdom  to  difcern,  and  fortitude  to  do 
right  in  the  execution  of  his  ofEce ;  and  as  a 
T  T  gentleman, 
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gentleman,  was  remarkable  for  liberality  and 
hofpitaKty.  Thefe  (|ualities  rendered  him 
dear  to  men  of  fobriety  and  religion,  and  fit- 
ted him  to  engage  in  the  great  and  difficult 
work  of  founding  a  Colony. 

When  the  defign  of  fettling  a  Colony  irl 
New-England  was  by  fome  eminent  perfons 
undertaken,  this  gentleman  was^  by  the  eon- 
fent  of  all,  chofen  for  their  leaden  Having 
converted  a  fine  eftate  of  fix  6t  feven  hun- 
dred pounds  flerling  per  annum  into  moneyj 
he  embarked  for  New-England  iti  the  forty- 
third  year  of  his  age^  and  arrived  at  Salem 
with  the  Maflachufetts  charter,  June  12^ 
163O0  Within  five  days,  he,  with  fome  of 
the  principal  perfons  of  the  Colony,  travelled 
through  the  woods  twenty  miles,  to  look 
out  a  convenient  fituation  for  a  town  in  fome 
part  of  the  Bay  of  MaiTaehufetts.  Some  of 
them  built  thek  huts  on  the  north  fide  of 
Charles  river,  [Charleftown]  but  the  Gover- 
nor and  moft  of  the  Affiftants  pitched  upon 
the  peninfula  of  Shawmuty  and  lived  there 
the  firft  winter,  intending  in  the  fpring  to 
build  a  fortified  town,  but  undetermined  as 
to  its  fituation.  On  the  fixth  of  December, 
they  refolved  to  fortify  the  ifthmus  of  that 

peninfula  I 
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peninfula  ;  but  changing  their  minds  before 
the  month  expired,  they  agreed  upon  a  place 
about  three  niiles  above  Charleflown,  which 
they  called  firft.  Newtown,  .and  afterwards 
Cambridge,  where  they  engaged  to  build  hou* 
fes  the  enfuing  fpring.  The  reft  of  the  winter 
they  fuffered  much  by  the  feverity  of  the 
feafon,  and  were  obliged  to  live  upon-acorns, 
ground-nuts  and  {helUfifh.  One  of  the  poor- 
er fort  coming  to  the  Governor  to  complain, 
was  told  that  the  laft  batch  was  in  the  oven, 
but  of  this  he  had  his  fhare,  They  had  ap- 
pointed the  2  2d  of  February  for  a  faft  ;  but, 
before  it  came,  a  fhip  arrived  with  provifions, 
and  they  turned  it  into  a  day  of  thankfgiy- 
ing. 

~  In  the  fpring  of  1631,  in  purfuance  of  thq 
intended  plan,  the  Governor  fet  up  the  frame 
of  an  houfe  at  Newtown  ;  the  Deputy-Gov- 
ernor alfo  built  one,  and  removed  his  family. 
About  this  time  Chicketawbu,  the  Chief  of  the 
Indians  in  that  neighbourhood,  made  a  vilit 
to  the  Governor,  with  high  profeffions  of 
friendfhip.  The  apprehenfion  of  danger 
from  the  Indians  abated,  and  the  fcheme  of 
a  fortified  town  was  gradually  laid  afide  ; 
though,  if  it  had  been  retained^  the  peninfu^ 

!a 
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la  would  have  been  a  fituation  far  preferable 
to  Newtown.  The  Governor  took  down  his 
frame  and  removed  it  to  Shawmut,  which 
was  finally  determined  upon  for  the  metrop-^ 
olis,  and  named  Boftpn, 

The  three  following  years  he  was  contin^ 
ued,  by  annual  eledtion,  at  the  head  of  the 
government,  for  which  office  he  was  emi- 
nently qualified,  and  in  which  he  flione  with 
a  luftre,  which  would  have  done  him  honour 
in  a  larger  fphere  and  a  more  elevated  fitua- 
tion. He  was  the  father,  as  well  a?  govern- 
or, of  an  infant  plantation.  His  time,  his 
ftudy,  his  exertions,  his  influence,  and  his 
intereft  were  all  employed  in  the  public  fer-? 
vice.  His  wifdom,  patience  and  magnanim- 
ity were  confpicuous  in  the  moft  fevere  trials^ 
and  his  exemplary  behaviour  as  a  chriftian 
added  a  fplendor  to  all  his  rare  qualifications. 
He  maintained  the  dignity  of  a  Governor 
with  the  obliging  condefcenfion  of  a  gentle^ 
man,  and  was  fo  defervedly  refpefted  and 
beloved,  that  when  Archbifhop  Laud,  heark= 
ening  to  fome  calumnies  raifed  againft  the 
country  on  account  of  their  puritan  princi- 
ples, fummoned  one  Mr.  Cleaves  before  King 
Charles  L  in  hopes  of  getting  fome  accufa* 

tion 
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tion  againft  the  Governor,  he  gave  fuch  an 
account  of  his  laudable  deportment  in  his 
ftation,  and  withal  of  the  devotion  with 
which  prayers  were  made,  both  in  private 
and  public,  for  the  King,  that  Charles 
exprefled  his  concern,  that  fo  worthy  a  per- 
fon  as  Mr.  Winthrop  fhould  be  no  better 
accommodated  than  in  an  American  wilder* 
nefs. 

He  was  an  example  to  the  people  of  that 
frugality,  decency  and  temperance  which 
were  neceflary  in  their  circumftances,  and 
even  denied  himfelf  many  of  the  elegancies 
and  fuperfluities  of  life,  which  his  rank,  and 
fortune  gave  him  a  juft  title  to  enjoy,  both 
that  he  might  fet  them  a  proper  example, 
and  be  the  better  enabled  to  exercife  that 
liberality  in  which  he  delighted,  even,  in 
the  end,  to  the  aftual  impoverifhment  of 
himfelf  and  his  family.  He  would  often 
fend  his  fervants  on  fome  errand,  at  meal- 
times, to  the  houfes  of  his  neighbours,  to 
fee  how  they  were  provided  with  food  ;  and 
if  there  was  a  deficiency,  would  fupply  them 
from  his  own  table.  The  following  fingular 
inftance  of  his  charity,  mixed  with  humour, 
will  give  us  an  idea  of  the  man.     In  a  very 

fevere 
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fevere  winter,  when  wood  began  to  be  fcarce 
in  Bofton,  he  received  private  information, 
that  a  neighbour  was  wont  to  help  himfelf 
from  the  pile  at  his  door,  ^^  Does  he,"  faid 
the  Governor,  "  call  him  to  me,  and  I  will 
take  a  courfe  with  him  that  fhall  cure  hini 
of  ftealing."  The  man  appeared,  and  the 
Governor  addreffed  him  thus.  "  Friend,  it  is 
a  cold  winter,  and  I  hear  you  are  meanly 
provided  with  wood,  you  are  welcome  ta 
help  yourfelf  at  my  pile  till  the  winter  is, 
over."  And  then  merrily  afked  his  friend 
whether  he  had  not  put  a  ftop  to  the  man's 
flealing  ? 

In  the  adminiftration  of  juftiGe,he  was  for^ 
tempering  the  feverity  of  law  with  the  exer- 
cife  of  mercy.  He  judged  that  in  the  infancy 
of  a  plantation,  juftice  fhould  be  adminifter- 
ed  with  more  lenity  than  in  a  fettled  ftate. 
But  when  other  gentlemen  of  learning  and 
influence  had  taken  ofFeqce  at  his  lenity,  and 
adopted  an  opinion  that  a  ftridier  difcipline 
was  neceffary,  he  fubmitted  to  their  judg-^ 
ment,  and  ftridly  adhered  to  the  propofals 
which  were' made  to  fupport  the  dignity  of 
government,  by  an  appearance  of  union  and 

firmnefs., 
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firmnefs,  and  a  concealment  of  differences 
and  diffenfiotis  among  the  public  officers. 

His  delicacy  was  fo  great,  that,  though  hfe 
could  not  withoiit  incivility  decline  accept- 
ing gratuities  from  divers  towns,  as  well  as 
particular  perfons,  for  his  public  fervices,  yet 
he  took  occafion  in  a  public  fpeech,  at  his 
third  election  to  declare,  that  "  he  received 
them  with  a  trembling  hand  in  regard  of 
god's  word,  and  his  own  infirmity,"  and 
defired  them,  that  for  the  future  they  would 
not  be  offended,  if  he  fhould  wholly  refufe 
fuch  prefentSi 

In  the.  year  1 634,  and  the  two  years  fol- 
lowing, he  was  left  out  of  the  magiftracy. 
Though  his  condufl:,  from  his  firft  engaging 
in  the  fervice  of  the  Colony,  had  been  irre- 
proachable, yet  the  envy  of  fome,  raifed  a 
fufpicion  of  his  fidelity,  and  gave  him  a  fmall 
tafte  of  what,  in  other  popular  governmentSg 
their  greateft  benefaftors  have  had  a  large 
fhare  of.  An  inquiry  having  been  made  of 
his  receipts  and  difburfements  of  the  public 
money,  during  his  paft  adminiflration,  though 
it  was  condudted  in  a  manner  too  harfli  for 
his  delicate  fenfibility,  yet  he  patiently  fub- 
mitted  to  the  examination  of  his  accounts, 

which 
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ended  to  his  honour.  Upon  which  dccafion 
he  made  a  declaration  which  he  concluded 
in  thefe  words — "  In  the  things  which  I  of- 
fer, t  refer  myfelf  to  the  wifdom  and  jufticc 
of  the  Court,  with  this  prbteftation,  that  it 
repenteth  me  not  of  my  coft  and  labour  be- 
flowed  in  the  fervice  of  this  Commonwealth; 
but  I  do  heartily  blefs  the  Lord  our  God, 
that  he  hath  been  pleafed  to  honour  me  fo  far 
as  to  call  for  any  thing  he  hath  beftowec 
upon  rrie,  for  the  fervice  of  his  church  and 
people  here  ;  the  profperity  whereof,  and  his 
gracious  acceptance,  fliall  be  an  abundant  re* 
compenfe  to  me." 

The  fame  rare  humility  arid  fteady  equal- 
ity of  mind,  were  confpicuous  in  his  beha- 
viour, when  a  pretence  was  raifed  to  get  him 
left  out  of  the  government,  left  by  the  too 
freaiient  choice  of  one  man,  the  office  fhould 
ceafe  to  be  eled;ive,  and  feem  to  be  his  by 
prefcription.  This  pretence  was  advanced 
even  in  the  election  fermons  ;  and  when  he 
was  in  fadt  reduced  to  a  lower  ftation  in  the 
government,  he  endeavoured  to  ferve  the 
people  as  faithfully  as  in  the  higheft,  nor 
would  he  fufFer  any  notice  to  be  taken  of 
fome  undue  methods,  which  were  ufed  to 

have 
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have  him  left  out  of  the  choice.  An 
inftance  of  this  rare  temper,  and  the  happy- 
fruit  of  it,  deferves  rememlbrance.  There 
was  a  timt  when  he  received  a  very  angry 
letter  from  a  Member  of  the  Court,  which 
having  read,  he  delivered  back  to  the 
meflenger  with  this  anfwer,  "  I  am  not 
willing  to  keep  by  me  fuch  a  matter  of 
provocation/'  Shortly  after,  the  writer  of 
this  letter  was  compelled  by  the  fcarcity  of 
provifion,  to  fend  to  buy  one  of  the  Govern- 
or's cattle ;  he  begged  him  to  accept  it  as  d 
gift,  in  token  of  his  good  will.  On  which 
the  gentleman  came  to  him  with  this  ac- 
knowledgment, "  Sir,  your  overcoming 
yourfelf,  hath  overcome  me." 

But  though  condefcending  and  gentle  on 
every  occafion  of  perfonal  ill  treatment,  yet 
where  the  honour  of  government  or  religionj 
and  the  intereft  of  the  people  were  concern- 
ed, he  was  equally  firm  and  intrepid,  Hand- 
irig  foremoft  in  oppofition  to  thofe  whom  he 
judged  to  be  really  public  enemies,  though 
in  the  difguife  of  warm  and  zealous  friends. 
Of  this  number  vv^as  the  famous  Anna 
Hutchinson,  a  woman  of  a  mafculine 
underftanding  and  confummate  art,  who 
tr  u  held 
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held  private  leftures  to  the  women  at  heV 
houfe,  in  which  fhe  advanced  thefe  doftrines, 
viz.  "  that  the  Holy  Ghoft  dwells  perfonally 
in  a  juftified  perfon,  and  that  fandlificatioii 
does  not  evidence  juftification."  Thofe  who 
held  with  her  were  faid  to  be  "  under  a  cov» 
enant  of  grace,"  and  thofe  who  oppofed  her 
"  under  a  covenant  of  works,"  Into  thefe 
two  denominations,  the  whole  Colony  began 
to  be  divided.  Her  adherents  prevailed 
in  1636  to  choofe  for  Governor,  Henry 
Vane,*  a  young  gentleman  of  an  apparent- 
ly grave  and  ferious  deportment,  who  had 
juft  arrived  from  England,  and  who  paid  great 
attention  to  this  woman,  and  feemed  zealouC- 
ly  attached  to  her  diftinguifhing  tenets. 
Winthrop,  then  Deputy-Governor,  not  only 

differed 

*  This  perfon,  fo  well  known  afterward  in  England, 
is  thus  chara(fterifed  by  lord  Clarendon  i 

**  A  man  of  great  natural  parts  and  of  very  profound' 
diiTimulation,  of  a  quick  conception  and  ready,  fliarp  and 
weighty  expreffion.  He  had  an  unufual  afpecl,  a  vidtuiri 
claufuvi,  that  though  no  man  could  make  a  guefs  of  what 
he  intended,  yet  made  men  think  there  was  foiriething  in" 
him  extraordinary,  and  his  whole  life  made  good  that 
imagination.  Th^re  need  no  more  be  faid  of  his  ability, 
dian  that  he  was  chofen  to  co2Len  and  deceive  a  whole  na- 
tion fthe  Scots]  which  was  thought  to  excel  In  craft  and 
cunning,  which  he  did  with  a  notable  pregnancy  and  dex- 
terity." 
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differed  in  fentiment,  but  faw  the  pernicious 
influence  of  this  controVerfy  with  regret,  and 
feared,  that  if  it  were  fuffered  to  prevail,  it 
would  endanger  the  exiftencq  of  the  Colony. 
In  the  heat  of  the  controverfy,  Whelewright, 
a  zealous  Seftarian,  preached  a  fermon^  which 
not  only  carried  thefe  points  to  their  utmoft 
length,  but  contained  fome  expreffions  which 
the  Court  laid  hold  of  as  tending  to  fedition, 
for  which  he  was  examined ;  but  a  more 
full  inquiry  was  deferred  for  that  time.  Some 
warm  brethren  of  Bofton  petitioned  the 
court  in  Whclewright's  favour,  reflefting  oiv 
their  proceedings,  which  raifed  fuch  a  refent- 
ment  in  the  Court  againft  the  tov/n,  that  a 
motion  was  made  for  the  next  electiqn  to 
l^e  made  at  Cambridge.  Vane,  the  Govern- 
or, having  no  negative  voice,  could  only 
fhew  his  diflike  by  refufing  to  put  the  quef- 
tion,  Winthrop  the  Deputy-Governor,  de- 
clined it,  as  being  an  inhabitant  of  Boflon ; 
the  queftion  was  then  put  by  Endicot  of  Sa- 
lem, and  carried  for  the  removal. 

At  the  opening  of  the  eledion  (May  1 7, 
i6r37)  a  petition  was  again  prefented  by  mg.- 
ny  inhabitants  of  Bofton,  which  Vane  xvould 
have  had  read  previous  to  the  choice.  Win- 
throp, who  clearly  faw  that  this  was  a  con- 

.    triv^nce 
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trivance  to  throw  all  into  confufion,  anc| 
fpend  the  day  in  debate,  that  the  eled:iorx 
might  be  prevented  for  that  time,  oppofed 
the  reading  of  the  petition  until  the  election 
fhould  be  over.  Vane  and  his  party  were 
ftrenuous,  but  Winthrop  called  to  the  peo- 
ple to  divide,  and  the  majority  appeared  for 
the  election.  Vane  ftill  refufed,  till  Win- 
throp faid  they  would  proceed  without  him, 
which  obliged  hirn  to  fubmit.  The  eledlion 
was  carried  in  favour  of  Winthrop  and  his 
friends*  The  ferjeants  who  had  waited  ori 
Vane  to  the  place  of  election,  threw  down 
their  halberd^,  and  refufed  to  attend  the  new- 
ly eleifled  Governor  ;  he  took  no  other  no- 
tice of  the  aifront,  than  to  order  his  own  fer- 
vants  to  bear  them  before  him,  and  when 
the  people  expreffed  their  refentment,  he  beg^ 
ged  them  to  overlook  the  matter. 

The  town  of  Bofton  being  generally  in 
favour  of  the  new  opinions,  the  Governor 
grew  unpopular  there,  and  a  law  which  was 
pafied  in  this  year,  of  his  reftoration  to'  office, 
increafed  their  diflike.  Many  perfons  who 
were  fuppofed  to  favour  thofe  opinions  were 
expected  from  England,  to  prevent  whofe  fet- 
tlement  in  the  country,  the  Court  laid  a  pen- 
alty 
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alty  on  all  who  fliould  entertain  any  ftran- 
gers,  or  allow  them  the  ufe  of  any  houfe,  or 
lot,  above  three  weeks,  without  liberty  firft 
granted.  This  fevere  order  was  fo  ill  receiv- 
ed in  Bofton,  that  on  the  Governor's  return 
from  the  Court  of  Cambridge,  they  all  refu7 
fed  to  go  out  to  meet  him,  or  fhew  him  any 
token  of  refpedt.  The  other  towns  on  this 
pccafion  increafed  their  refpe6l  towards  him, 
and  the  fame  fummer,  iri  a  journey  to  Ip- 
fwich  he  was  guarded  from  town  to  town, 
with  more  ceremony  than  he  defired. 

The  fame  year  a  fynod  was  called  to  deter- 
mine on  the  controverted  points,  in  which 
affembly  Winthrop,  though  he  did  not  pre- 
fide,  yet  as  head  of  the  civil  magiftracy,  vyas 
obliged  often  to  interpofe  his  authority,  which 
he  did  with  v/ifdom  and  gravity,  filencing 
paffionate  and  impertinent  ipeakers,  defiring 
that  the  divine  oracles  might  be  allowed  to 
exprefs  their  own  meaning,  and  be  appealed 
to  for  a  decifion  of  the  controverfy ;  and 
when  he  faw  heat  and  paffion  prevail  in  the 
affembly,  he  would  adjourn  it, that  time  might 
be  allowed  for  cool  confideration,  by  which 
prudent  management,  the  fynod  came  to  an 
amicable  agreement  in  condemning  the  er- 
rors 


35©         W  I  N  T  H   R  O   P. 

rors  of  the  day.  But  the  work  was  not- 
wholly  done,  until  the  erroneous  perfong  were 
banilhed  the  Colony,  This  aft  of  feverity 
the  Court  thought  neceflary  for  the  pe^ceof 
the  Commonwealth.  Toleration  ha4  not 
then  been  introduced  into  any  of  the  proteft- 
ant  countries,  and  even  the  wifeft  and  beft 
men  were  z^fraid  of  it  as  the  parent  of  all  er* 
ror  and  mifchief. 

Some  of  the  zealous  opinionifts  in  the 
church  of  Bofton,  would  have  had  the  El- 
ders proceed  againft  the  Governor  in  the  way 
of  ecclefiaftical  difcipUne,  for  his  activity  in 
procuring  the  fentence  of  banifhment  on  their 
brethren.  Upon  this  occafion  in  a  well 
judged  fpeech  to  the  congregation,  he  told 
them,  that  '^  though  in  his  private  capacity, 
it  was  his  duty  to  fubmit  to  the  cenfure  of 
his  brethren,  yet  he  was  not  amenable  to 
them  for  his  conduft  as  a  magiftrate,  even 
though  it  were  unjuft*  That  in  the  preC- 
ent  cafe,  he  had  adted  according  to  his  con- 
fcience  and  his  oath,  and  by  advice  of  the  ,EU 
ders  of  the  Churchy  and  was  fully  fatisfied^ 
that  it  would  not  have  been  confiftent  with 
the  public  peace  to  have  done  otherwife," 
Thefe  reafons  fatisfied  the  uneafy  brethren, 

and 
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and  his  general  condefcending  and  obliging 
deportment,  fo  reftored  him  to  their  afFec- 
tions,  that  he  was  held  in  greater  efteeni 
than  before  ;  as  a  proof  of  this,  upon  occa- 
fion  of  a  lofs  which  he  had  fuftained  in  his 
temporal  eftate,  they  made  hirii  a  prefentj 
amounting  to  feveral  hundred  pounds. 

A  warm  difpute  having  arifen  in  the  Gen- 
eral Court,  concerning  the  negative  voice  of 
the  Upper  Houfe,  the  Governor  publiihed  his 
fentiments  in  writing,  fonle  paflages  of  which 
giving  great  oiFence,  he  took  occafion  at  the 
next  meeting  of  the  Court  in  a  public  fpeech, 
tb  tell  them  "  that,  as  to  the  matter  of  his 
writing,  it  was  according  to  his  judgment, 
which  was  not  at  his  own  difpofal,  and  that 
having  examined  it  by  the  ruks  of  reafori, 
religion  and  cuftom,  he  faw  no  caufe  to  re- 
tradt  it ;  but  as  for  the  manner^  which  was 
wholly  his  own,  he  was  ready  to  acknowl- 
edge whatever  was  blameable.  He  faid, 
that  though  what  he  wrote  was  on  great  prov- 
ocation, and  to  vindicate  himfelf  and  oth- 
ers from  unjuft  afperfion,  yet  he  ought  not 
to  have  allowed  a  diftemper  of  fpirit,  nor  to 
have  been  fo  free  with  the  reputation  of  his 
brethren  \   that  he  might  have  maintained 

Ms 
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his  caufe  without  cafting  any  reflexion  on 
them,  and  that  he  perceived  an:  unbecoming 
pride  and  arrogancy  in  fome  of  his  expret, 
fions,  fof  which  he  defired  forgivenefs  of 
God  and  man  1'*  By  this  condefcending 
l^irit,  he  greatly  endeared  himfelf  to  his 
friends,  and  his  enemies  v/ere  aihamed  of 
their  oppofition. 

He  had  not  fo  high  an  opinion  of  a  dem-^ 
ccratical  government  as  fome  other  gentle- 
men of  equal  wifdom  and  goodnefs ;  but 
plainly  perceived  a  danger  ill  "  referring  mat- 
ters of  counfel  and  judicature  to  the  body 
of  the  people ;''  and  when  thofe  who  had 
removed  to  Connedticut,  were  about  form- 
ing their  government,  he  warned  them  of 
this  danger  in  a  friendly  and  faithful  letter, 
wherein  are  thefe  remarkable  words  :  "  The 
beft  part  of  a  community  is  always  the  leaji^ 
and  of  that  beft  part  the  wifer  is  ftill  lefs  ; 
wherefore  the  old  canon  was,  chufe  ye  out 
Judges,  and  thou  fhalt  bring  the  matter  be- 
fore  the  Judge." 

In  1645,  when  he  was  Deputy-Governor, 
a  great  difturbance  was  raifed  by  fome  pe- 
titioners from  Hingham,  who  complained, 
that  the  fundamental  laws  of  England  were 

not 
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trot  owned  In  the  Colony,  as  the  bafis  of 
government  ;  that  civil  privileges  were  de- 
nied to  men,  merely  for  not  being  members 
of  the  churches  ;  and,  that  they  could  not 
enjoy  divine  ordinances,  becaufe  they  be- 
longed to  the  Church  of  England.  With 
thefe  complaints,  they  petitioned  for  liberty 
of  confcience  ;  or,  if  that  could  not  be  grant- 
ed, for  freedom  from  taxes  and  military  fer- 
vices  ;  the  petition  concluded  with  a  menace, 
that  in  cafe  of  a  refufaj,  complain^:  would  be 
made  to  the  Parliament  of  England.  This 
petition  gave  much  offence,  and  the  petition- 
ers were  cited  to  Court,  and  fined  as  "  movers 
of  fedition."  Winthrop  was  a£live  in  their 
profecution ;  but  a  party  in  the  Houfe  of 
Deputies  was  fo  ftrong  in  their  favour  as  to 
carry  a  vote,  requiring  him  to  anfwer  for  his 
conduct  in  public  ;  the  refult  of  which  was> 
that  he  was  honourably  acquitted.  Thea 
refuming  his  feat,  he  took  that  opportunity 
publickly  to  declare  his  fentiments,  on.  the 
queftions  concerning  the  authority  of  the 
magiftracy,  and  the  liberty  of  the  people. 
*'  Tou  have  called  us  (faid  he)  to  ofBce,  but 
being  called,  we  have  our  authority  from 
GOD,  it  is  the  ordinance  of  GOD,  and  hath 
W  w  the 
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the  Image  of  GOD  ftamped  on  it ;  and  the 
contempt  of^  it,  hath  been  vindicated  by 
GOD,  with  terrible  examples  of  his  ven- 
geance. When  you  chobfe  liiagiftrates,  you 
take  them  from  among  yourfelves,  men  fub- 
je£l;  to  the  like  paffions  with  yourfelves.  If 
you  fee  our  infirmities,  refledl:  on  your  own, 
and  you  will  not  be  fo  fevere  on  ours.  The 
covenant  between  us  and  you  is,  that  we 
Ihall  govern  you,  and  judge  your  caufes  ac- 
cording to  the  laws  of  GOD*  and  our  beft 
fkill.  As  for  our  Jkill^  you  muft  run  the 
hazard  of  it  j  and  if  there  be  an  error,  not  in 
the  will,  but  the  Ikill,  it  becomes  you  to 
bear  it.  Nor  would  I  have  you  miftake  in 
the  point  of  your  liberty*  There  is  a  liber- 
ty of  corrupt  nature ;  which  is  inconfiftent 
with  authority,  impatient  of  reftraint,  the 
grand  enemy  of  truth  and  peace,  and  all  the 
ordinances  of  GOD  are  bent  againft  it.  But 
there  is  a  civil,  moral,  federal  liberty,  which 
is  the  proper  end  and  object  of  authority,  a 
liberty  for  that  only  which  is  just  and 
GOOD.  For  this  liberty  you  are  to  ftand 
with  your  lives  ;  and  whatever  croiTes  it,  is 

not 

*  It  mud  Be  obferved,  that  the  Mofaic  law  was  at 
that  time  confidered  as  the  general  ftandard,  and  moft  of 
"he  laws  oi  the  Colony  were  founded  on  it. 
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not  authority,  but  a  diftemper  thereof.  This 
liberty  is  maintained  in  a  way  of  fubje6lion 
to  authority,  and  the  authority  fet  over  you 
will,  in  all  adminftrations  for  your  good,  be 
quietly  fubmitted  to  by  all,  but  fuch  as  have 
a  difpofition  to  fhake  off  the  yoke,  and  lofe 
their  liberty,  by  'murmuring  at  the  honour 
and  power  of  authority." 

This  kind  of  argument,  was  frequently 
urged  by  the  fathers  ,of  New-England,  in 
j  unification  of  their  feverity  toward  thofe 
jwho  diffented  from  them.  They  maintained 
that  all  men  had  liberty  to  do  rigb^^  but  no 
liberty  to  do  wrong.  However  true  this 
principle  may  be  in  point  of  morality,  yet  in 
matters  of  opinion,  in  modes  of  faith,  wor- 
fhip,  and  ecclefiaftical  order,  the  queftion 
is,  who  fhall  be  the  judge  of  right  and 
wrong  ?  and,  it  is  too  evident  from  their 
condudl,  that  they  fuppofed  the  power  of 
judging  to  be  iil  thofe  who  were  vefted  w^ith 
authority  ;  a  principle  deftruQive  of  liberty 
of  confcience,  and  the  right  of  private  judg- 
ment, and  big  with'  all  the  horrors  of  per- 
fecution.  The  exercife  of  fuch  authority 
they  condemned  in  the  high  churcfi^party^ 
who  had  oppreffed  theiil  in  England  V'^'arTc! 
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yet,  fuch  is  the  frailty  of  human  nature,  they 
held  the  fame  principles,  and  praftifed  the, 
fame  oppreffions,  on  thofe  who  diflented 
from  them,  Winthrop,  before  he  left  Eng-^ 
land,  was  of  a  more  catholic  fpirit  than  fome 
of  his  brethren  ;  after  he  had  come  to  Amer« 
ica,  he  fell  in  with  the  reigning  principle  of 
intolerancy,  which  almoft  all  the  Reformers- 
unhappily  retained  as  a  relic  of  the  perfecu* 
ting  church,  from  which  they  had  feparated  ; 
but  as  he  advanced  in  life,  he  refumed  his 
former  moderation  ;  and  in  the  time  of  his 
laft  ficknefs,  when  Dudley,  the  Deputy-Gov-^ 
ernor  prefled  him  to  fign  an  order  for  the 
banifhment  of  a  perfon  who  was  deemed 
heterodox,  he  refufed,  faying  that  ^'  he  had 
done  too  much  of  that  work  already.'* 

Having  devoted  the  greateft  part  of  his 
intereft  to  the  fervice  of  the  public,  and  fuf- 
fered  many  lofTes  by  accidents,  and  by  leav- 
ing the  management  of  his  private  affairs  to 
unfaithful  fervants,  whilft  his  xvhole  time  and 
attention  were  employed  in  the  public  bufi-- 
nefs,  his  fortune  was  fo.. much  impaired,  that, 
fome  years  before  his  death,  he  was  obliged 
to  fell  the  mofl:  ti  his  eftate  for  the  payment 
of  an  accumulated  debt.     He  alfo  met  with 

much 
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much  affliflion  in  his  family,  having  buried 
three  wives  and  fix  cjiildren,  Thefe  trou- 
bles, joined  to  the  oppofition  and  ill  treat-^ 
ment  which  he  frequently  met  with  from 
fome  of  the  people,  fo  preyed  upon  his  na- 
ture, already  much  worn  by  the  toils  and 
hardfhips  of  planting  a  colony  in  a  wild'er- 
nefs,  that  he  perceived  a  decay  of  his  facul- 
ties kven  years  before  he  reached  his  grand 
climacSteric,  and  often  fpoke  of  his  approach- 
ing diflblution,  with  a  cairn  I'efignation  to 
the  will  of  Heaven,  At  length-,  when  he 
}iad  entered  the  fixty-third  year  of  his  age, 
^  fever  occafioned  by  a  cold,  after  one 
xnonth's  confinement,  put  an  end  to  his  life 
Qn  the  26th  of  March,  1649. 

The  ifland  called  Governor's  Hand,  in  the 
harbour  of  Bofton,  was  granted  to  him,  and 
ilill  remains  in  the  pofleffion  of  his  defcend- 
ants.  His  picture  is  preferved  in  the  fenate- 
chamber,  with  thofe  of  other  ancient  Govern- 
ors. The  houfe  iia  which  he  lived,  remain- 
ed till  1775,  when,  with  many  other  old 
wooden  buildings,  it  was  pulled  down  by  the 
Britifh  troops  for  fuel  He  kept  an  exact 
journal  of  the  occurrences  and  tranfaCtions  in 
the  Colony  during  his  relidence  in  it.     This 

iournal 
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journal  was  of  great  fervice  to  feveral  hiftori- 
ans,  particularly  Hubbard,  Mather,  and 
Prince.  It  is  ftill  in  pofleffion  of  the  Connefti- 
cut  branch  of  his  family,  and  was  publifhed  at 
Hartford  in  1 790.  It  affords  a  more  exa^t  and 
circumftantial  detail  of  events  within  that  pe- 
riod, than  any  compilation  which  has  been  or 
can  be  made  from  it ;  the  principles  and 
condu£t  of  this  truly  great  and  good  man, 
therein  appear  in  the  light  in  which  he 
Eimfelf  viewed  them  ;  while  his  abilities  for 
the  arduous  ftation  which  he  held,  the  diffi- 
culties which  he  had  to  encounter,  and  his 
fidelity  In  bufmefs,  are  difplayed  with  that 
truth  and  juftice  In  which  they  ought  to 
appear. 

He  had  five  fons  living  at  his  deceafe,  all 
of  whom,  notwithftanding  the  redudition  of 
his  fortune,  acquired  and  poflefled  large  prop- 
erty, and  were  perfons  of  eminence.  Many 
of  his  pofterity  have  borne  refpedlable  char- 
afters,  and  filled  fome  of  the  principal  places 
of  truft  and  ufefulnefs- 
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XXIX.     JOHN  WINTHROP,  F.  R.  S. 
Governor   of   Connecticut. 

John  WINTHROP,  eldefl  fon  of 
Governor  Winthrop,  by  his  firft  wife,  was 
born  at  Groton,  in  Suffolk,  Feb.  12,  1605. 
His  fine  genius  was  much  improved  by  a 
liberal  education,  in  the  Univerfities  of  Cam- 
bridge and  Dublin,  and  by  travelling  through 
moft  of  the  European  kingdoms,  as  far  a$ 
Turkey.  He  came  to  New-England  v/ith 
his  father's  family,  Nov.  4,  1631  ;:  and 
though  not  above  twenty-fix  years  of  age, 
was,  by  the  unanimous  choice  of  the  free- 
men, appointed  a  magiftrate  of  the  Colonyi 
of  which  his  father  was  Governor.  He 
rendered  many  fervices  to  the  countrj'',  both 
at  home  and  abroad,  particularly  in  the  year 
1634,  when  returning  to  England,  he  was, 
by  ftrefs  of  weather,  forced  into  Ireland  5 
where,  meeting  with  many  influential  per- 
fons,  at  the  houfe  of  Sir  John  Clofworthy, 
he  had  an  opportunity  to  promote  the  inter- 
eft  of  the  Colony,  by  their  means. 

The  next  year  he  came  back  to  New- 
England,  with  powers  from  the  Lords  Say 
and  Brooke,  to  fettle  a  plantation  on  Con- 
necticut 
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neiticut  river.  But  finding  that  fome  worthy 
perfoiis  froiii  the  MalTachufetts  had  already 
removed,  and  others  were  about  removing 
to  make  a  fettlement  on  that  river  at  Hart- 
ford arid  Weathersfield,  he  gave  them  no 
difturbanCe ;  but  having  made  an  amicable 
agreement  with  them,  built  a  fort  at  the 
mouth  of  thp  river,  and  furniihed  it  with  the 
artillery  and  ftores  which  had  been  fent  over, 
and  began  a  town  there,  which,  from  the  two 
Lords  who  had  a  principal  fhare  in  the  under- 
taking, w^as  called  Saybrook*  This  fort  kept 
the  Indians  in  awe,  and  proved  a  fecurity  to 
the  planters  on  the  river. 

When  they  had  formed  themfelves  into  a 
body  politic,  they  honoured  him  with  an 
ele£tioil  to  the  Magiftracy,  aftd  afterward 
chofe  him  Governor  of  the  Colony.  At  the 
reftoration  of  King  Charles  II.  he  undertook 
a  voyage  to  England,  on  the  behalf  of  the 
people,  both  of  Connedicut  and  New-Haven ; 
and,  by  his  prudent  addrefs,  obtained  from 
the  King  a  charter,  incorporating  both  Colo-* 
nies  into  one,  with  a  grant  of  privileges,  and 
powers  of  government,  fuperior  to  any  plan- 
tation which  had  tlien  been  fettled  in  Amer- 
ica, During  this  negociation,  at  a  private 
'''  ''^'  conference 
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conference  with  the  JKing,  he  prefented  his 
majefty  with  a  ring^  which  King  Charles  I. 
had  given  to  his  grandfather.  This  prefent 
rendered  him  very  acceptable  to  the  King, 
and  greatly  facilitated  the  bufinefs.  The 
people,  at  his  return,  exprefled  their  grati- 
tude to  him  by  eliding  him  to  the  office  of 
Governor,  for  fourteen  years  together,  till 
his  deathi 

Mr.  Winthrop's  genius  led  him  to  philo- 
fophical  inquiries,  and  his  opportunities  for 
converfing  with  learned  men  abroad,  fur- 
nifhed  hirri  with  a  rich  variety  of  knowledge, 
^particularly  of  the  mineratl  kingdom  ;  and 
there  are  fome  valuable  communications  of 
his  in  the  philofophical  tranfaflions,  which 
procured  him  the  honour  of  being  ele6led  a 
Fellow  of  the  Royal  Society.  He  had  alfo 
tnuch  fkill  in  the  art  of  phyfic  5  and  gener- 
oufly  diftributed  many  valuable  medicines 
among  the  people,  who  eonftantly  applied 
to  him  whenever  they  had  need,  and  were 
treated  with  a  kindnefs  that  did  honour  to 
their  benefa£l:or. 

His  many  valuable  qualities  as  a  gentle- 
man, a  Chriftiari,  a  philofopher,  and  a  public 
ruler,  procured  him  the  univerfal  refpe(Sl  ot 
X  X  ths 
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the  people  under  his  govetnitient ;  and  hh 
unwearied  attention  to  the  public  bufmefs, 
and  great  underftanding  in  the  art  of  gov- 
ernment, was  of  unfpeakable  advantage  to 
them.  Being  one  of  the  Commiflioners  of 
the  United  Colonies  of  New-England,  in 
the  year  1 676,  in  the  height  of  the  firft 
general  Indian  war,  as  he  was  attending  the 
fervice  at  Bofton,  he  fell  fick  of  a  fever,  and 
died  on  the  5th  of  April,  in  the  feventy-firft 
year  of  his  age,  and  was  honourably  buried 
in  the  fame  tomb  with  his  excellent  father*^ 

*  Mathisr's  Magnalla. 
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XXX.    GEORGE  CALVERT,  1  lords 

CECILIUS  CALVERTJ  Baltimore, 

LEONARD  CALVERT, 


George  CALVERT  was  defcena^ 
ed  from  a  noble  family  of  Flanders,  and* 
born  at  Kipling  in  Yorkfhire,  (1582.)  He 
received  his  education  at  Trinity  College, 
in  Oxford,  and  after  taking  his  Bachelor's 
degree,  (1597)  travelled  over  the  continent 
of  Europe.  At  his  return  to  England,  in  the 
beginning  of  the  reign  of  James  L  he  was 
taken  into  the  office  of  Sir  Robert  Cecil, 
Secretary  of  State  ;  and  when  Sir  Robert 
was  advanced  to  be  Lord  High  Treafurer,  he 
retained  Calven  in  his  fervice,  and  employed 
him  in  feveral  weighty  matters  of  State. 

By  the  intereft  of  Sir  Robert,  then  Earl 
of  Salifbury,  he  was  appointed  one  of  the 
Clerks  of  the  Council,  and  received  the 
honour  of  knighthood  ( 1 6 1 7  ;)  and  in  the 
following  year  was  made  Secretary  of  State, 
in  the  room  of  Sir  Thomas  Lake.  Con-, 
ceiving  the  Duke  of  Buckingham  to  have 
been  inftrumental  of  his  preferment,  he  pre^ 

fentQd 
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fented  him  with  a  jewel  of  great  value  ;  but 
the  Duke  returned  it,  with  a  meffage  that  he 
owed  his  adlvancement  to  his  own  merit  and 
the  good  pleafure  of  his  Spv^J'^ign,  who  was 
fully  fenfible  of  it.  His  great  knowledge 
of  public  bufmefs,  and  his  diligence  and  fidelr. 
ity  in  conducing  it,  had  rendered  him  very 
acceptable  to  the  King,  who  granted  him  a 
penfion  of  ^1,000  out  of  the  cuftoms. 

In  1624,  he  coixfcientioufly  became  a 
Roman  Catholic,  and  having  freely  owned 
his  principles  to  the  K-ing,  refigned  his  office. 
This  ingenuous  confeffion  fo  affected  the. 
mind  of  James,  that  he  not  only  continued 
him  on  the  lift  of  Privy  Counfellors,  but  cre- 
ated him  Baron  of  Baltimore,  in  the  county, 
of  Longford  in  Ireland. 

Whiift  he  was  Secretary  of  State  and  one 
of  the  Committee  of  Trade  and  Plantations, 
he  obtained  from  the  King,  a  patent  for  the 
fouth-eaftern  peninfula  of  Newfoundland, 
which  he  named  the  Province  of  Avalon  | 
from  Avalonius,  a  Monk,  who  was  fuppofed 
to  have  converted  the  Britifli  King  Lucius, 
and  all  his  Court  to  Chriftianity  ;  in  remem- 
brance of  which  event,  the  Abbey  of  Glaf- 
tonbuiy  was  founded  at  Avalon  in  Somer^ 

fetfhire. 
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letfhire.  Sir  George  gave  his  Province  this 
name,  imagining  it  w^ould  be  the  firft  place 
in  North-America  where  the  Gofpel  would 
be  preached.* 

At  Ferryland^  in  his  Province  of  Avalon, 
he  built  a  fine  houfe,  and  fpent  ^25,000  iu 
advancing  his  plantation,  which  he  vifited 
twice  in  perfon.  But  it  was  fo  annoyed  by 
the  French,  that  though  he  once  repulfed  and 
purfued  their  fhips,  and  took  fixty  prifoners  5 
yet,  he  found  his  Province  fo  much  expofed 
to  their  infults,  and  the  trouble  and  expenfe 
of  defending  it  fo  very  great,  that  he  was 
obliged  to  abandon  it,  and  be  content  with 
the  lofs  pf  what  he  had  laid  out,  in  the  im- 
provement of  a  territory,  the  foil  and  cli- 
mate of  which  were  confidered  as  unfavour- 
able to  his  views,  f 

Being  ftill  inclined  to  form  a  fettlement 
in  America,  w^hither  he  might  retire  with 
his  hr^dj  and  friend^,  of  the  fame  religious 
principles,  he  made  a  vifit  to  Virginia,  the 
fertility  and  advantages  of  which  had  been 
highly  celebrated  J    and  in  which   he  had 

been 

*  See  Collier's  r>i6ticnary,  and  Kippls^s  Biog.  Britt. 
prticle-  Calvert.  Fuller's  Worthies  of  England,  202. 
Gam  den^s  Britannia,  63. 

f  Chalmers,  201. 
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been  iriterefted,  as  one  of  the  adventurers.^ 
But  the  people  there,  being  Proteftants  of  the 
Church  of  England,  regarded  him  with  a 
jealous  eye,  on  account  of  his  religion  ;  and 
by  their  unwelcome  reception  of  him,  he 
was  difcouraged  from  fettling  within  their 
Jurifdidlion. 

In  vifiting  the  bay  of  Chefapeak,  he  ob-. 
ferved  that  the  "Virginians  had  eftablifhed 
trading  houfes  on  fome  of  the  iflands ;  but 
that  they  had  not  extended  their  plantations 
to  the  northward  of  the  river  Potowmack  ;. 
although  the  country  there  was  equally  valu* 
rible  with  that  which  they  had  planted. 

When  he  returned  to  England,  he  appli- 
ed to  Ring  Charles  L  for  the  grant  of  a  ter- 
ritory  northward  of  the  Potowmack;  and 
the  King,  who  had  as  great  an  afFedion  for 
him  as  had  his  father  James,  readily  com- 
plied with  his  requeft.  But  owing  to  the  te- 
dious forms  of  public  bufinefs,  before  a  pa- 
tent could  be  completed  and  pafs  the  feals, 
Lord  Baltimore  died  at  London  on  the  15th 
of  April,  1632,  in  the  51ft  year  of  his 
age. 


*  Smith,  130.       Beverley,  46. 
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Tiie  chara£ter  of  this  nobleman  k  thus 
drawn.*     Though  he  was  a  Roman  Catho- 
lic, he  kept  himfelf  difengaged  from  all  inte- 
refts,  behaving  with  fuch  moderation    and 
propriety^  that  all  parties  were  pleafed  with 
him,  and  none  complained  of  him.     He  was 
a  man  of  great  good  fenfe,  not  obftinate  in 
his  opinions,  taking    as  much  pleafure   in 
hearing  the  fentiments  of  others  as  in  deliv- 
ering his  own,-     Whilft  he  was  Secretary  of 
State,  he  examined  all  letters,  and  carried  to 
the  King  every  night  an  exa£k  and  well  di- 
gefted  account  of  affairs.     He  agreed  with 
Sir  John  Popham  in  the  defign  of  foreign 
plantations ;  but  differed  in  the  manner  of 
executing  it.     Popham  was  for  extirpating 
the  original  inhabitants,  Calvert  was  for  civ« 
ilizing  and  converting   them.     The  former 
was  for  prefent  profit ;  the  latter  for  reafon-^ 
able  expectation,  and  for  employing  Gov- 
ernors who  were  not  interefted  merchants^ 
but  unconcerned   gentlemen  ;    he  was  for 
granting  liberties  with  caution,  leaving  every 
one  to  provide  for  himfelf  by  his  own  induf- 
try,  and  not  to  depend  on  a  common  inte- 
reft.     He  left  fomething  refpefting  Amer- 
ica in  writing,  but  it  does  not  appear  that  it 
was  ever  printed.  .  ^ 

*  Collier  and  Kippis. 
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After  the  death  of  Sir  George^  the  patent 
■Was  again  drawn  in  the  name  of  his  eldeft  fon 
Cecil,  Lord  Baltimore^  and  pafied  the  feak 
on  the  28th  of  June,  1632.  The  original 
draught  being  in  Latin,  the  patentee  is  call- 
ed Cecilius  and  the  country  "  Terra  MaH^^ 
alias  Maryland,"*  in  honour  of  Henrietta 
Maria,  the  Queeti  confort  of  Charles  I.f 

From  the  great  precifion  of  this  Charter^ 
the.  powers  which  it  gives  to  the  proprietor, 
and  the  privileges  and  exemptions  v^hich  it 
grants  to  the  people,  it  is  evident  that  Sir 
George  hiriifelf  was  the  chief  penman  of  it. 
One  omiffion  was  foon  difcoTered  5  no  pro^ 
vifion  was  made,  that  the  laws  fhould  be 
tranfmitted  to  the  Sovereign  for  his  approba- 
tion or  difallowance.  The  Coiiimiffioners  of 
Trade  and  Plantations  made  a  reprefentation 
of  this  defed:  to  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  irl 

*  Hazard,  I.  327. 

t  Ogilby  (p.  183)  lays  that  a  blank  was  hft  for  the 
name  of  the  territory^  which  Lord  Baltimore  intended 
tb  have  filled  with'  Crefc'entia,  But  when  the  King  afk-' 
ed  him  for  a  name,  he  complaifantiy  referred  it  to  his 
.Majefty's  pleafure,  who  propofed  the  name  of  the  Queen, 
to  which  his  Lordfliip  could  not  but  confent. 

He  alfo  fays,  that  the  fecond  Lord  Baltimore  was  chrift- 
ened  Cecil,  in  honour  of  his  father's  patron  j  but  was 
confirmed  by  the  name  of  Cecilius.     (P.  184.) 
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^^33r  and  an  aCt  of  Parliament  was  propofed 
as  the  only  remedy.* 

The  province  of  Maryland  is  thus  defcrib- 
ed.  All  that  part  of  a  peninfula  in  America, 
lying  between  the  ocean  on  the  eaft,  and  the 
Bay  of  Chefapcak  on  the  weft,  and  divided 
from  the  other  part,  by  a  right  line  drawn 
from  Watkin's  Point,  in  the  aforefaid  bay,  on 
the  weft,  to  the  main  ocean  on  the  eaft. 
Thence  to  that  part  of  Delaware  Bay  on  the 
north,  which  iieth  utider  the  fortieth  degree  of 
north  latitude  from  the  equinoftial,  where 
New-England  ends.  Thence  in  a  right  line, 
by  the  degree  aforefaid,  to  the  true  meridian 
of  the  firft  fountains  of  the  river  PotowmacL 
Thence  following  the  courfe  of  faid  river 
to  its  mouth,  where  it  falls  into  the  Bay  of 
Chefapeak.  Thence  on  a  right  line,  acrofs 
the  bay  to  Watkin's  Point;  with  all  the 
iflands  and  iflets  within  thefe  limits* 

This  region  was  erected  into  a  Province ; 
and  the  proprietor  w^as  invefted  with  palatine 
honours.  In  conjunction  with  the  freemen 
or  their  delegates  he  had  legiflative,  and,  in 
perfon,  or  by  officers  of  his  own  appointment, 
he  had  executive  povN^ers.  He  had  alfo  the 
Y  y  advov/fon 

*  Chalmers,  203. 
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advowfon  6f  GhurGhes,  tfe  eteaiori  of  ma-- 
nors,  boroughs,  cities  and  ports  ;  laving  the 
liberty  of  fiihing  and  drying'  ftfh  which  was 
declared  common  to  all  the  Kiiig's  fubjedtSr 
The  Charter  provided,  th^t  if  aiiy  doubts 
fhotild  arife  concerning  th^  ferife  of  it,  fuch 
an  interpretation  fhould  be  given  a6  would 
be  moil  favourable  to  the  intereft  of  the  pro- 
prietor. 

The  territory  is  faid  to  be  "  in  the  parts 
of  America  noi  yet  culfivatedy  though  inhabit- 
ed by  a  barbarous  peopk,"  and  it  is  provided^ 
that  the  Province  "  Ihould  not  be  holden  or 
ifeputed  as  part  of  V'trgin'm^  or  of  any  other 
Golbiiy,  but  imniediately  dependant  on  the 
Crown  of  England."  Thefe  claufes,  togeth- 
er with  the  conftruftion  put  oh  the  fortieth 
degree  df  latitude,  proved  the  ground  of 
loiitg  alid' fetter  controverfies,  one  of  which 
was  not  clofed  till  after  the  lapfe  of  a  cen- 
tury; 

Twelve  years  before  the  date  of  the  Char- 
ter, (1620)  John  Porey,  fometrme  Secretary 
of  Virginia,  who  had  failed  into  the  northern 
part  of  the  Bay  of  Chefapeak,  reported  that 
he  found  *'  near  one  hundred  Englifh  peo- 
ple very  happily  fettled  there,  and  engaged 

in 


CALVERT.         371 

in  a  fur  trade  with  the  natives.'**     In  the 
year  before  the  date  of  the  Charter,  (1631) 
King  Cliarles  had  granted  a  licenfe  under 
the  privy  leal  of  Scotland,  to  Sir  William 
Ale;cander,  proprietor  of  Nova-Scotia,  and  to 
William  Cleybprne,  Coqnfellor  and  Secreta- 
ry of  Virginia,  to  trade  in  thofe  parts  of 
America,  for  which  there  had  ngt  been  a 
patent  granted  to  others  ;  and  fent  an  order 
to  the  Governor  of  Virginia  to  permit  them 
freely  to   trade    there.     In  confequence^f 
which,  Sir  John  Harvey  and  his  Council,  hi 
the  fame  year,  had  granted  to  the  faid  Cley- 
borne,  a  permiffion  to  fail  and  traffic  to  the 
^'adjoining  plantations  of  the  Dutch,  or  to 
any  Engliih  plantation   on  the  territory  of 
America."f  As  nothing  is  faid  in  thefe  inftru- 
ments,  of  the  Swedes,  who  firft  planted  the 
fhores  of  the  Bay  of  Delaware,  it  has  been  in- 
ferred  by  the  advocates  of  Baltimore,  that 
they  had  not  fettled  there  previous  to  the 
Charter  of  Maryland  ;  though  the  family  of 
Penn  infifted  on  it  as  a  fa£l:,  that  the  occupan- 
cy of  the  Swedes  was  prior  to  that  period. 
In  confequence  of  the  licenfe  given  to  Cley- 
borne,  he  and  his  afTociates  had  made  a  fet- 

tlement 

■*Parcha^,  V.  1784.  f  Chalmers,  2270, 
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dement  on  the  Ifle  of  Kent,  far  within  the 
limits  of  Maryland  ;  and  claimed  a  monopoly 
of  the  trade  in  the  Chefapeak.  Thefe  peo4 
pie,  it  is  faid,  fent  Burgeffes  to  the  Legiflature 
of  Virginia,  and  were  confidered  as  fubje^ 
to  its  jurifdidion,  before  the  eftablifliment: 
of  Maryland. 

After  receiving  the  Charter,  Lord  Baltic 
more  began  to 'prepare  for  the  colled:ing' 
and  tranfporting  a  Colony  to  America.  At 
firft,  he  intended  to  go  in  perfon  ;  but  after-^ 
ward  changed  his  mind,  and  appointed  his 
brother  Leonard  Calvert,  Governor,  with 
two  Affiftants,  Jeremy  Hawley  and  Thomas 
Cornwallis,  Thefe,  with  about  two  hundred 
perfons,*  of  good  families  and  of  the  Ro-. 
man  Catholic  perfuafion,  embarked  at  Cowes 
in  the  Ifle  of  Wight,  on  the  twenty-fecond 
of  November,   1633,  and  after  a  circuitous 

voyage 

*  The  names  of  the  principal  men  of  the  Colony  were, 
George  Calvert,  brother  to  the  Proprietor  and  Governor,^ 
Richard  Gerard^.  Henry-  Green, 

Edward  Winter,  Nicholas  Fairfax, 

Frederick  Winter,  Thomas  Dorrell, 

Henry  Wifeman,  John  Medcalf, 

John  Sanders,  William  Sayre, 

John  Baxter,  Johi"^  Hill. 

Edward  Cranfield, 
See   Douglafs,  II.   357.     CHalmers,  zc"].     OldmixoBj, 
L  185, 
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'Voyage  through  the  Weft-Indian'  iflands, 
touching  firft  at  Barbadoes  and  then  at  St* 
Chriftopher's,  they  came  to  anchor  before 
Point  Comfort,  in  Virginia,  on  the  twenty- 
fourth  of  Feburary,  1634;  and,  going  up  to 
James-Town,  delivered  to  Governor  Harvey 
the  letters  which  the  King  had  written  in 
their  favour.  The  Governor  and  his  Coun- 
cil received  them  with  that  civility  w^hich 
was  due  to  the  command  of  their  Sovereign  ; 
but  they  refolved  "  to  maintain  the  rights  of 
the  prior  fettlement."  They  afforded  to 
the  new  Colony  fupplies  of  provifion  for 
domeftic  ufe  ;  but  confidercd  them  as  intru- 
ders on  their  territory,  and  as  obftru^ting: 
that  traffic,  from  which  they  had  derived  and 
expected  to  derive  much  advantage. 

On  the  3d  of  March,  Calvert  with  his 
Colony  proceeded  in  the  Bay  of  Chefapeak, 
to  the  northward,  and  entered  the  Potow- 
maek,  up  which  he  failed  twelve  leagues,  and 
came  to  anchor  under  an  ifland,  which  he 
named  St,  Clement.  Here  he  fired  his  can- 
non, eredted  a  crofs,  and  took  poffeiTion,  "  in 
the  name  of  the  Saviour  of  the  world  and 
the  King  of  England."  Thence  he  went 
with  his  pinnaces  fifteen  leagues  higher  to  the 

Indian 
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Indian  town  of  Potowmack,  on  the  Virginian 
fide  of  the  river,  now  called  New-Marlbo;. 
rough  ;  where  he  was  received  in  a  friendly 
manner  by  the  Guardian  Regent,  the  Prince 
of  the  country  being  a  minor.  Thence  he 
failed  twelve  leagues  farther,  to  the  town  of 
Pifcataway,  on  the  Maryland  fide  ;  where  he 
found  Henry  Fleet ^  an  Engliftiman,  w^ho  had 
refided  feveral  years  among  the  natives,  and 
was  held  by  them  in  great  efteem.  He  pro- 
cured an  interview  between  Calvert  and  the 
Werowance  or  Lord  of  the  place,  and  ofEcia- 
tjcd  as  their  interpreter.  Calvert,  determin- 
ing to  purfue  a  courfe  of  conduct  founded 
on  pacific  and  honourable  intentions,  afked 
the  Werowance,  w^hether  he  was  willing 
that  he  and  his  people  fhould  fettle  in  his 
country.  His  anfwer  was  ftiort  and  pru- 
dent :  "  I  will  not  bid  you  to  go,  nor  to  ftay ; 
but  you  ixiay  ufe  your  own  difcretion.'* 
This  interview  was  held  on  board  the  Gov- 
ernor's pinnace ;  the  natives  on  the  fhore 
crowded  to  the  water's  edge,  to  look  after 
their  Sovereign,  and  were  not  fatisfied  of 
his  fafety,  till  he  ftood  up  and  ihowed  him- 
felf  to  them. 

Having 
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Having  made  this  difcovery  of  the  river,  and 
convinced  the  natives  that  his  defigns  were 
amicable,  the  Governor,  not  thinking  it  ad- 
vifeable  to  make  his  firft  fettlement,  fo  high 
up  the  river,  failed  down  to  the  fhips,  taking 
J'leet  with  him  for  a  guide.  The  natives, 
who,  when  they  firft  faw  the  fhips  and  heard 
the  guns,  had  fled  from  St.  Clement's  Ifland 
and  its  neighbourhood,  returned  to  their  hab- 
itations, and  feemed  to  repofe  confidence  ivk 
their  new  friends ;  but  this  was  not  deemed 
a  proper  ftation.  Under  the  conduct  of 
Fleet,  the  Governor  vifited  a  creek  on  the 
northern  fide  of  the  Potowmack,  about  four 
leagues  from  its  mouth,  where  was  an  Indian 
village,  furrounded  by  corn-fields,  and  called 
Yoacomaco.  Calvert  went  on  fliore,  and 
acquainted  the  Prince  of  the  place  with  his 
intention  ;  who  was  rather  referved  in  his  an- 
fwer,  but  entertained  him  in  a  friendly  man- 
ner, and  gave  him  a  lodging  in  his  own  bed. 

On  the  next  day,  he  ihowed  Calvert  the 
country;  which  pleafed  him  fo  well,  that 
he  determined  there  to  fix  his  abode  ;  and 
treated  with  the  Prince  about  purchafing 
the  place.  Calvert  prefented  him  and  his 
principal  men  with  Englifh  cloth,  axes,  hoes 

and 


576        CALVERT. 

and  knives  ;  and  they  confented  that  thei^ 
tiew  friends  fhould  refide  in  one  part  of  their 
town,  and  themfelves  in  the  other  part,  till 
the  next  harvefl ;  when  they  promifed  to 
quit  the  place,  and  refign  it  wholly  to  them. 
Both  parties  entered  into  a  contrad;  to  live 
together  in  a  friendly  manner ;  or,  if  any 
injury  fhould  be  done,  on  either  fide,  the 
offending  party  fhould  make  fatisfadlion. 
Calvert  having  given  them  what  he  deemed 
a  valuable  confideration,  with  which  they 
appeared  to  be  content,  they  readily  quitted 
a  number  of  their  houfes  and  retired  to  the 
others  ;  and,  it  being  the  feafon  for  plant- 
ing, both  parties  went  to  work.  Thus  on 
the  27th  of  March,  1634,  the  Englifh  Colo- 
ny took  peaceable  pofTeflion  of  the  countrj^ 
of  .Maryland ;  and  gave  to  the  town  the 
name  of  St.  Mary,  and  to  the  creek,  ori 
which  it  was  fituate,  the  name  of  St.  George. 
/  The  defire  of  quieting  the  natives,  by  giv- 
ing them  a  reafonable  and  fatisfadlory  com- 
penfation  for  their  lands,  is  a  trait  in  the 
charadter  of  the  firfl  planters,  which  will  al- 
ways do  honour  to  their  memory. 

It  was  a  fortunate  circumflance  for  thefe 
adventurers,  that,  previous  to  their  arrival, 

the 
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the  Indians  of  Yoacomaco,  htid  refolved  to 
quit  their  country,  and  retire  to  the  weft- 
ward,  that  they  might  be  free  from  the 
incurfions  of  the  Sufquehanocks,  a  powerful 
and  warlike  nation,  refiding  between  the 
Bays  of  Chafapeak  and  Delaware,  who  fre^ 
quently  invaded  them,  and  carried  off  theic 
provifions  and  women.  Some  had  adtually 
removed,  and  the  others  were  preparing  to 
follow,  but  v^ere  encouraged  to  remain 
another  feafon,  by  the  prefence  of  the  Eng- 
lifh.  They  lived  on  friendly  terms  with  the 
Colony ;  the  men  affifted  them  in  hunting 
and  fifhing ;  the  women  taught  them  to 
manage  the  planting  and  culture  of  corn,  and 
the  making  it  into  bread ;  and  they  were 
compenfated  for  their  labour  and  kindnefs  in 
fuch  tools  and  trinkets  as  were  pleafing  to 
them.  According  to  their  promife,  they 
quitted  the  place  wholly,  in  the  folio vvring 
year,  and  the  Colony  had  full  and  quiet  pof- 
feffion. 

At  his  firft  fettlement  in  this  place,  Calvert 
erected  a  houfe,  and  mounted  a  guard  for  the 
fecurity  of  his  people  and  ftores.  He  was, 
foon  after,  vifited  by  Sir  John  Harvey  and 
by  feveral  of  the  Indian  Princes.  At  an  en- 
Z  z  tertainment 
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tertainmerit  on  board  one  of  the  {hips,  tE© 
Werowance  of  Patiixent  was  feated  between; 
the  Governor  of  Virginia  and  the  Governor 
of  Maryland.  One  of  his  t)w.ifi  ftibjefts  eom- 
ing  on  boar^  arrd  feeing  his  Sovereign  in  that 
fituation,  ftarted  with  furprize,  thinking  him 
a  prifoner,  as  he  had  been,  onee  before,  to 
the  Virginians.  The  Prince  rofe  from  the 
table,  and  fatisfied  the  Indian  thaC  he  was 
fafe ;  whieh  prevented  his  affedtionate  fub- 
je<£t  from  leaping  into  the  water,  as  he  had 
attempted.  This  Werowance  was  fo  much 
pleafed  with  the  condud:  of  Calvert  and  his 
people,  that  after  many  other  compliments  he 
faid  to  them,  at  parting,  "  i  love  the  Englifli 
fo  well,  that  if  I  knew  they  would  kill  me^^ 
I  would  command  my  people  not  to  revenge 
my  death ;  becaufe  I  am  fure,  they  woulcJ 
not  kill  me,  but  through  my  own  fault." 

The  Colony  had  brought  with  them  Eng- 
lifli  meal;  but  they  found  Indian  corn  in- 
gr^at  plenty,  both  at  Barbadoes  and  Vir- 
ginia ;  and  by  the  next  fpring,  they  were 
able  ta  export  one  thoufand  bufliels  to  New- 
England  and  Newfoundland ;  for  which  they 
received  dried  fifh  and  other  provifions  in 
return.      They  procured  cattle,  fwine  aad 
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poultry  from  Virginia.  They  were  very  in- 
duftrious  in  building  houfes  and  making  gar* 
deiis  ;  ia  which  they  fowed  the  feeds  of  Eu« 
ropean  efculent  vegetables  ;  and  bad  the 
pleafure  of  feeing  them  come  to  high  perfec- 
tion. They  fufFered  much  in  their  health 
by  the  fever  and  ague,  'and  imany  of  them 
died  ;  but  when  the  furvivors  were  feafoned 
to  the  climate,  a;nd  had  learned  the  ufe  of  in^ 
digenous  medicinal  remedies,  they  enjoyed 
their  health  much  better.  The  country  had 
fo  many  natural  advantages,  that  it  foon  be-? 
came  populous.  Many  Roman  Catholic 
families  from  England  reforted  thither,  and 
the  proprietor,  with  a  degree  of  wifdom  and 
generofity,  then  unparalleled  but  in  Holland, 
after  having  eftablilhed  the  Chriftian  religion 
upon  the  footing  of  common  law,  granted 
liberty  of  confcience  and  equal  privileges  to 
Chriftians  of  every  denomination,  Wit1^ 
this  eflential  benefit,  was  connected  fecurity 
pf  property  ;  lands  were  given  in  lots  of  fifty  . 
acres,  to  every  emigrant,  in  abfolute  fee  fim^ 
pie.  Under  fuch  advantages  the  people 
thought  themfelves  fo  happy,  that  in  an  early 
period  of  their  Colonial  exiftence,  they  in 
return  granted  to  the  proprietor  a  fubfidy  of 

fifteen 
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fifteen  pounds  of  tobacco,  on  every  poll,  *<as 
a  teftimony  of  their  gratitude  for  his  great 
charge  and  folicitude,  in  maintaining  the 
government,  in  proteding  the  inhabitants 
in  their  rights,  and  for  reimburfing  his  vaft 
expenfe ;"  which  during  the  tv^o  firft  years 
exceeded  forty  thoufand  pounds  fterlingc* 

*  Chalmers,  20&0 
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"William  penn,  the  founder  of 

Pennfylvania,  wa^  the  grandfon  of  Captain 
Giles  Penn,  an  Englifh  Conful  in  the  Medi- 
terranean ;  and  the  fon  of  Sir  William  Penn, 
an  Admiral  of  the  Englifh  navy,  in  the 
Protedlorate  of  Cromwell,  and  in  the  reign 
of  Charles  II.  in  which  offices  he  rendered 
very  important  fervices  to  the  nation,  partic- 
ularly by  the  conqueft  of  Jamaica  from  the 
Spaniards,  and  in  a  naval  viOiOvj  over  the 
Dutch.  William  was  born  October  14, 
1644,  in  the  parifli  of  St.  Catherine,  near 
the  tower  of  London,  educated  at  Chigwell, 
in  Eflex,  and  at  a  private  fchool  in  London  ; 
and  in  the  fifteenth  year  of  his  age  entered 
as  a  ftudent  and  gentleman  commoner  of 
Chrift-Church  College  in  Oxford. 

His  genius  was  bright ;  his  difpofition 
fober  and  ftudious,  and  being  poffeffed  of  a 
lively  imagination  and  a  warm  heart,  the 
firft  turn  of  his  mind  toward  religious  fub- 
jeds,  was  attended  with  circumftances  bor- 
'dering  on  enthufiafm.  Having  received 
his  firft  impreflions  from  the  preaching  of 

Thomas 
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Thomas  Loe,  an  itinerant  Quaker,  he  goH'* 
ceived  a  favourable  opinion  of  the  flights 
and  refinements  of  that  rifing  fed,  which 
led  him,  while  at  the  Univerfity,  in  con- 
junction with  fome  other  ftudents,  to  with* 
draw  from  the  eftabliflied  worfhip^  and  hol4 
a  private  meeting,  where  they  preached  and 
prayed  in  their  own  way.  The  difcipline 
of  the  IJniverfity  being  very  ftrid  iri  fuch 
matters,  he  was  fined  for  the  y?/j  of  non-. 
conformity  i  this  ferved  to  fix  himi  more 
firmly  in  his  principles  and  habits,  and  ex- 
pofed  his  fmgularity  more  openly  to  the 
world.  His  condud:  being  then  deemed 
obllinate,  he  was,  in  the  fixteenth  year  of 
his  age,  expelled  as  an  incorrigible  offender 
againft  the  laws  of  uniformity. 

On  his  return  home,  he  found  his  father 
highly  iiicenfed  againfl  him.  As  neither 
remonftrances,  nor  threatnings,  nor  ^/o-mr, 
could  diveft  him  of  his  religious  attachments, 
he  was,  for  a  while,  turned  out  of  the  houfe  ; 
but  by  the  influence  of  his  mother  he  was  fo 
far  reftored  to  favour  as  to  be  fent  to  France, 
In  company  with  fome  perfons  of  quality, 
with  a  view  to  unbend  his  mind,  and  refine 
his  manners^     Here  he  learned  the  language 

of 
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of  the  country,  and  acquired  fuch  a  polite 
and  courtly  behaviour,  that  his  father,  after 
two  years  abfenee,  received  him  with  joy^ 
hoping  that  the  obje<£l:  of  his  wifhes  vras 
attained.  He  was  then  admitted  into  Lin- 
coln's Inn,  where  he  ftudied  law  till  the 
plague  broke  out  in  1665,  when  he  return- 
ed to  his  father's  houfe. 

About  this  time  (1666)  the  King's  coffers 
being  low,  and  claims  for  unrewarded  fer-= 
vices  being  importunate,  grants  were  fre- 
quently made  of  lands  in  Ireland  ;  and  the 
merits  of  Sir  Williani  Penn  being  not  the 
leaft  confpicuous,  he  received  a  valuable 
eftate  in  the  cotinty  of  Cork,  and  committed 
the  management  of  it  to  his  fon,  then  in  the 
twenty-fecond  year  of  his  age.  Here  he 
met  v^ith  his  old  friend  Lbe,  and  immediately 
attached  himfelf  to  the  fociety  of  Quakers, 
though  at  that  time  they  were  fubjed:  to 
fevere  perfecution.  This  might  have  ope- 
rated as  a  difcouragement  to  a  young  gentle- 
man of  fuch  quality  and  expeftationSj  efpe- 
dally  as  he  expofed  himfelf  thereby  to  the 
renewed  difpleafure  of  a  parent  who  loved 
him,  had  not  the  integrity  and  fervor  of  his 
mind  induced  him  to  facrifice  all  worldly 

confiderations 
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confideratlons  to  the  didbates  of  his  cori-? 
fcience. 

It  ivas  not  long  before  he  was  appre- 
hended at  a  religious  "  conventicle ^"^  and,  with 
eighteen  others,  committed  to  prifon  by  the 
Mayor  of  Cork  ;  but  upon  his  writing  a 
handfome  addrefs  to  the  Earl  of  Orrery, 
Lord  Prefident  of  Munfter,  in  which  he  very 
fenfibly  pleaded  for  liberty  of  confcience, 
and  profefled  his  defire  of  a  peaceable,-  and 
liis  abhorrence  of  a  tumultuous  and  difre- 
fpedtful  feparation  from  the  eftablifhed  wor- 
ftiip,  he  was  difchargedrf  This  fecond  ftrok© 
of  perfecution  engaged  him  more  clofely  to 
the  Quakers  :  He  aflbciated  openly  with 
them,  and  bore,  with  calmnefs  and  patience, 
the  cruel  abufe  which  was  liberally  beftow- 
ed  on  that  fmgular  party. 

His  father  being  informed  of  his  conduft, 
remanded  him  home ;  and  though  now 
William's  age  forbad  his  trying  the  force  of 
that  fpecies  of  difcipline,  to  which,  as  a  naval 
commander,  he  had  been  accuftomed,  yet  he 
plied  him  with  thofe  arguments,  which  it 
was  natural  for  a  m.an  of  the  world  to  ufe^ 
and  which,  to  fuch  an  one,  would  have  beea 
prevailing.     The  principal  one  was  a  threat- 
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ning  to  difinherit  him  ;  and  to  this  he  hum-- 
bly  ftibmitted,  though  he  could  by  no  means 
be  perfuaded  to  take  off  his  hat  in  prefence 
of  the  King^  the  Duke  of  York,  or  his  father. 
For  this  inflexibility  he  was  again  turned 
out  of  doors  ;  upon  which  he  commenced 
an  itinerant  preacher,  and  had  much  fuccefs 
in  making  profelytes.  In  thefe  excurfions, 
the  oppofition  which  he  met  with  from  the 
clergy  and  the  magiftraey,  frequently  brought 
him  into  difficulties,  and  fometimes  to  im« 
prifonment ;  but  his  integrity  was  fo  mani- 
feft,  and  his  patience  fo  in  vincible  j  that  his 
father,  at  length,  became  foftened  toward 
him,  and  not  only  exerted  his  intereft  to  re- 
leafe  him  from  confinement,  but  winked  at 
his  return  to  the  family  whenever  it  fuited 
his  conveniency^  His  mother  was  always 
his  friend,  and  often  fupplied  his  neceffities 
without  the  knowledge  of  the  father* 

In  the  year  1668,  he  commenced  author ; 
and,  having  written  a  book,  entitled  "  The 
fandy  foundation  fhaken,"  which  gave  great 
offence  to  the  fpiritual  lords,  he  was  imprif- 
oned  in  the  tower,  and  the  vifits  of  his 
friends  were  forbiddeno  But  his  adverfarie^ 
found  him  proof  againft  all  their  efforts  to 
A  A  a  fubdue 
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fubdue  him  i  for  a  melTage  being  brought  to 
him  by  the  Bifliop  of  London,  that  he  muft 
either  publickly  recant,  or  die  a  prifoner,  his 
anfwer  was,  "  My  prifon  fhall  be  my  grave. 
I  owe  my  confcience  to  no  man.  They  are 
miftaken  in  me  ;  I  value  not  their  threats. 
They  fhall  know  that  I  can  weary  out  their 
malicCj  and  baffle  all  their  defigns,  by  the 
fpirit  of  patience.'*  During  this  confine- 
ment he  v/rote  his  famous  book,  "  No  Crofs^ 
no  Crown  ;"  and  another,  "  Innocency  with 
her  open  face,"  in  which  he  explained  and 
vindicated  the  principles  which  he  had  ad- 
vanced in  the  bpok  for  which  he  was  im« 
prifoned.  This,  with  a  letter  which  he 
wrote  to  Lord  Arlington,  Secretary  of  State,, 
aided  by  the  intereft  which  his  father  had 
at  Court,  procured  his  releafe,  after  feven 
months'  confinement. 

Soon  after  this,  he  made  another  vifit  to 
Ireland,  to  fettle  his  father's  concerns,  in 
which  he  exerted  himfelf  with  great  induf- 
try  and  fuccefs.  Here  he  conftantly  appear- 
ed at  the  meetings  of  the  Quakers,  and  not 
only  officiated  as  a  preacher,  but  ufed  his 
intereft  with  the  Lord  Lieutenant,  and  oth- 
ers of  the  nobility,  to  procure  indulgence 

for 
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for  them,  and  get  fome  of  them  releafed 
from  their  imprifonment. 

In  1670,  an  ad:  of  Parliament  was  made, 
which  prohibited  the  meetings  of  Diffenters, 
under  fevere  penalties.  The  Quakers  being 
forcibly  debarred  entering  their  meeting- 
houfe  in  Grace-Church  ftreet,  London,  af- 
fembled  before  it  in  the  ftreet,  where  Penn 
preached  to  a  numerous  concourfe ;  and  be- 
ing apprehended  on  the  fpot,  by  a  warrant 
from  the  Lord  Mayor,  was  committed  to 
Newgate,  and,  at  the  next  feffion,  took  his 
trial  at  the  Old  Bailey,  where  he  pleaded  his 
own  caufe  v/ith  the  freedom  of  an  Engliih- 
man  and  the  magnanimity  of  a  hero.  The 
jury  at  firft  brought  in  their  verdid,  "  guil- 
ty oifpeakhig  in  Grace-Church  ftreet ;"  but 
this  being  unfatisfadory  to  the  Court,  they 
were  detained  all  night,  and  the  next  day 
returned  their  verdidl:  "  not  guilty."  The 
Court  were  highly  incenfed  againft  them, 
fined  them  forty  marks  each,  and  imprifon- 
ed  them  along  with  P^nn,  till  their  fines  and 
fees  were  paid.  An  unlucky  expreffion 
which  dropped  from  the  Recorder  on  this 
trial,  rendered  the  caufe  of  the  Quakers  pop- 
ular, and  their  perfecutors  odious :   "  It  will 

never 
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never  be  well  with  us,"  faid  the  infamous 
Sir  John  Howel,  "till  fomething  like  the 
Spanifh  inquifition  be  elElablilhed  in  Eng- 
land/- The  triumph  of  Penn  was  complete : 
being  acquitted^  by  his  peers,  he  was  releafed 
from  prifon,  on  the  payment  of  his  fees,  and 
returned  to  the  zealous  exercife  of  his  min- 
iftry. 

His  conduct  under  this  profecution  did 
him  great  honour.  His  father  became 
perfeiStly  reconciled  to  him,  and  foon  af- 
ter died,*  leaving  his  paternal  bleffing  and 
a  plentiful  eftate.  This  acceffion  of  fortune 
made  no  alteration  in  his  manners  or  habits  : 
He  continued  to  preach,  to  write,  and  to  trav- 
el as  before ;  and,  within  a  few  months  af- 
terwards, was  taken  up  again  for  preaching 
in  the  ftreet,  and  carried  to  the  tower ;  from, 
whence,  after  a  long  examination,  he  was^ 

fent 

*  The  dying  advice  of  his  father  to  him  deferves  to 

be  remembered.     "Three  things  I  ccmmend  to  you.     i. 

Let  nothing  tempt  you  to  wrong  your  confcience  :  If  you 

keep  peace  at  home,  it  will  be  a  feaft  to  you  in  a  day  o£ 

trouble,     2.  Whatever  you  defign  to  do,  lay  it  juftly, 

and  time  it  feafonably  ;  for  that  gives  fecurity  and  dif- 

patch.     3.   Be  not  troubled  at  difappointments :  if  they 

may  be  recovered,  do  it ;    if  not,  trouble  is  vain.-^ — Thef§ 

rules  will  carry  you  with  firmnefs  and  comfort  through 

^is  inconftant  world." 

No  Crofs,  no  Crpwn,  2d  eds 
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feat  to  Newgate,  and  being  difcharged  with^ 
out  any  trial,  at  the  end  of  nine  months,  h§ 
went  over  to  Holland  and  Geriifany,  where 
he  continued  travelling  and  preaching,  till 
the  King  publifhed  his  declaration  of  indul- 
gence to  tender  confciences  ;  upon  which 
he  returned  to  England,  married  a  daughter 
of  Sir  William  Springet,  and  fettled  at  Rick- 
manfworth,  in  Hertfordlhire  ;  where  he  pur- 
fued  his  ftudies,  and  multiplied  his  contirover-, 
fial  writings  for  about  five  years. 

In  1677,  he  "had  a  drawing"  to  renew 
his  travels  in  Holland  and  Germany,  in  com- 
pany with  Fox,  Barclay,  Keith,  and  feveral 
others  of  his  brethren.  The  inducement  to 
this  journey  w^as  the  candid  reception  which 
had  been  given  by  divines,  and  other  learn- 
<ed  men  in  Germany,  to  the  fentiments  of 
every  well-meaning  preacher  who  diffented 
from  the  Church  of  Rome.  In  the  courfe 
of  thefe  travels  they  fettled  the  order  of 
Church  government,  difcipiine,  correfpond- 
ence,  and  marriage*  among  their  friends  in 

Holland ; 

*  It  may  not  be  amifs  here  to  introduce  an  extracl 
jfrom  Mr.  Penn's  journal  containing  the  fentiments  of  tlie 
Quakers  concerning  marriage,  *'  Amfterdam,  the  3d  of 
ihe  6th  month,  1677.     A  fcruple  concerning  the  law  of 
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Holland ;  difperfed  their  books  among  all 
forts  of  people  who  were  inclined  to  receive 
them ;  vifited  many  perfons  of  diftinftion, 
and  wrote  letters  to  others,  particularly  to 
the  King  of  Poland  and  the  Elector  Palatine. 
They  were  received  very  courteoufly  by  the 
Princefs  Elizabeth,  grand-daughter  of  King 
James  I.  then  refident  at  Herwerden,  who,^ 
though  not  perfeftly  initiated  into  the  myf-? 
tery  of  "the  holy  filence,"  yet  had  been 
brought  to  a  "  waiting  frame,"  and  admitted 
them  to  feveral  private  meetings  and  confer- 
ences  in  her  apartments,  in  company  with 
the  Countefs  of  Hornes,  and  other  ladies,  her 
attendants  ;  and  afterwards  kept  up  a  cor« 
refpondence  with  Mr.  Penn  till  her  death. 

Oa 

the  magiftrate  about  marriage,  beifig  propofed  and  dif- 
courfed  of  in  tbe  fear  of  God,  among  friends,  at  a  feledt 
meeting,  it  was  the  univerfal  and  unanimous  fenfe  of 
friends,  that  joining  in  marriage  is  the  work  of  the  Lord 
only,  and  not  of  prieft  or  magiftrate.  It  is  God's  ordi- 
nance, and  not  man's.  It  was  God's  work  before  the 
fall,  and  it  is  God's  work  in  the  reftoration.  We  marry 
none  ;  it  is  the  Lord's  work,  and  we  are  but  witnefles. 
But  if  a  friend  have  a  defire  that  the  magiftrate  Ihould 
know  it  before  the  marriage  be  concluded,  he  may  pub- 
liili  the  fame  (after  the  thing  hath  by  friends  been  found 
clear)  and  after  the  marriage  is  performed  in  a  public 
meeting  of  friends  and  others,  may  carry  a  copy  of  the 
certificate  to  the  magiftrates,  that,  if  they  pleafe,  they  may 
regifter  it/' 
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On  his  return  to, England,  he  found  his 
friends  fufFering  by  the  operation  of  a  law 
made  againft  Papifts,  the  edge  of  which  was 
unjuflly  turned  againft  them.  The  law  re- 
quired a  certain  oath  to  be  tendered  to  thofe 
who  v/ere  fufpedted  of  Popery ;  and  becaufe 
the  Quakers  denied  the  lawfulnefs  of  oaths,  in 
any  cafe  whatever,  they  were  obliged  to  bear 
the  penalty  annexed  to  the  refufal  of  this  oath, 
which  was  no  lefs  than  a  fine  of  twenty 
pounds  per  month,  or  two-^thirds  of  their  ef- 
tate.  By  Penn's  advice  they  petitioned  the 
Parliament  for  redrefs  of  this  grievance,  and, 
after  explaining  the  reafon  of  their  declin- 
ing the  oath,  offered  to  give  their  word,  to 
the  fame  purport,  and  to  fubmit  to  the  penal- 
ty, "  if  they  fhould  be  found  faulty.'*  Penn 
had  a  hearing  before  a  committee  of  Parlia- 
ment, when  he  pleaded  the  caufe  of  his 
friends  and  of  himfelf,  in  a  fenfible,  decent, 
convincing  manner ;  and  what  he  faid  had 
fo  much  weight,  that  the  committee  agreed 
to  infert  in  a  bill,  then  pending,  a  provifo 
for  their  relief.  The  bill  paffed  the  Com- 
mons, but  before  it  could  be  got  through  the 
Houfe  of  Lords,  it  was  loft  by  a  fudden  pro- 
rogation of  Parliament, 

We 
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We  have  hitherto  viewed  Mr.  Pehri  as  d- 
Chriftian  and  a  preachet ;  and  he  appears  ta 
have  been  honeft,  zealous,  patient  and  induf- 
trious  in  the  concerns  of  religion.  His  abil- 
ities and  his  literary  acquirements  were  em- 
inently ferviceable  to  the  fraternity  with 
which  he  was  connefted  ;  and  it  was  owing 
to  his  exertions,  in  conjuni^ion  with  Barclay 
and  Keith,  that  they  were  formed  into  order, 
and  that  a  regular  correfpondence  and  difci- 
pline  were  eftabliihed  among  the  feveral  fo- 
cieties  of  therri  difperfed  in  Europe  and 
America,,  His  writings  ferved  to  give  the 
world  a  more  juft  and  favourable  idea  of  their 
principles,  than  could  be  had  from  the  ha- 
rangues of  illiterate  preacherSj  or  the  rhap- 
fodies  of  enthufiaftic  writers  ;  while  his  fam- 
ily and  fortune  procured  for  them  a  degree 
of  refpedlability  at  home  and  abroad.  Hi^ 
Gontroverfial  writings  are  modeft,  candid  and 
perfaafive.  His  book,  entitled  "  The  Chrif- 
tian Quaker,"  is  a  fenfible  vindication  of  the 
dod:rine  of  Univerfal  Saving  Light.  His- 
ftyle  is  clear  and  perfpicuous  ;  and  though 
he  does  not  afFed:  fo  much  fcholaftic  fubtilty 
in  his  argumentation  as  his  friend  Barclay^ 
yet  he  is  by  no  means  inferior  to  him  in  fo- 

lidity 
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lldity  of  reafoQing.  His  character  is  thus 
drawn  by  the  editor  of  his  works :  "  Our 
worthy  friend,  William  Penn,  was  known 
to  be  a  man  of  great  abilities  ;  of  an  excel- 
lent fweetnefs  of  difpofition;  of  quick  thought 
and  ready  utterance ;  full  of  love,  without 
diffimulation  ;  as  extend ve  in  charity  as 
Gomprehenfive  in  knowledge  ;  fo  ready  to 
forgive  enemies,  that  the  ungrateful  were 
not  excepted.  He  was  learned  without  van- 
ity ;  apt  without  forwardnefs  ;  facetious  in 
converfation,  yet  weighty  and  ferious  ;  of  an 
extraordinary  greatnefs  of  mind,  yet  void  of 
the  ftain  of  ambition* 

We  fhall  now  view  him  in  the  charadter 
of  a  LEGISLATOR,  in  which  refpedt  his 
karning,  his  fufferings,  his  acquaintance 
with  mankind,  and  his  genuine  liberality, 
were  of  great  ufe  to  him.  Among  his  va- 
rious ftudies,  he  had  not  omitted  to  acquaint 
himfelf  with  the  principles  of  law  and  gov- 
ernment ;  and  he  had  more  efpecial  induce- 
ments to  this,  from  the  profecutions  and 
arrefts  which  he  frequently  fuffered,  into  the 
legality  of  which  it  was  natural  for  him  to 
inquire.  He  had  obferved  in  his  travels 
abroad,  as  well  as  in  his  acquaintance  at 
B  B  b  home, 
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home,  the  workings  of  arbitrary  power,  and 
the  mifchiefs  of  ufurpatibii ;  and  he  had  ftud- 
ied  the  whole  controverfy  between  regal 
and  popular  claims  :  the  refiilt  of  which  was^ 
that  government  muft  be  fourided  in  jufticCj 
and  exercifed  with  moderation.  One  of 
his  maxims  was,  that  "  the  people  being  th^ 
wife-poUtic  of  the  prince^  is  better  managed 
by  wifdom  than  ruled  by  force*"  His  own 
feelings,  as  well  as  reflexions,  led  him  to 
adopt  the  moft  liberal  idea  of  toleration* 
Freedorn  of  prbfeflidn  and  inquiry,  and  a 
total  abhorrence  of  perfecution  for  confcienc^ 
fake,  were  his  darling  principles  ;  and  it  is  a 
lingular  circumflance  in  the  hiftory  of  man- 
kind, that  Divine  Providence  fhould  give  to 
fuch  a  man  as  William  Penn  an  opportunity 
to  make  a  fair  and  conjtjient  experiment  of 
thefe  excellent  maxims,  by  eftablifhing  a  Col- 
ony in  America,  on  the  moft  liberal  princi- 
ples of  toleration,  at  a  time^  when  the  poli- 
cy of  the  oldeft  nations  in  Europe  were  in- 
effeftually  employed  in  endeavouring  to  re- 
duce the  adtive  minds  of  men  to  a  moft  ab- 
furd  uniformity  in  articles  of  faith  and  modes 

of  worfhip. 

It 
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It  has  been  obferved  that  his  father,  Sir 
William  Penn,  had  merited  much  by  his  fer^ 
vices  in  the  Englifh  navy.  There  were  alfo 
certain  debts  due  to  him  from  the  Crown,  at 
the  time  of  his  death,  which  the  royal  treat 
ures  were  poorly  able  to  difcharge.  His 
fon,  aft^r  much  folicitation,  found  no  prof- 
ped:  of  getting  his  due,  in  the  common  mode 
of  payment,  and  therefore  turned  his  thoughts 
toward  obtaining  a  grant  of  land  in  America, 
on  which  he  might  make  the  experiment  of 
fettling  a  Colony,  and  eftablifhing  a  govern- 
ment fuited  to  his  own  principles  and  views» 

Mr.  Penn  had  been  concerned  with  fev- 
eral  other  Quakers  in  purchafing  of  Lord 
Berkeley,  his  patent  of  Weft-Jerfey,  to  make 
a  fettlement  for  their  perfecuted  brethren  in 
England,  many  of  whom  tranfported  them- 
lelves  thither,  in  hope  of  an  exemption  from 
the  troubles  which  they  had  endured,  from 
the  execution  of  the  penal  laws  againfl:  Dif- 
fenters.  But  they  found  themfelves  fubjedl 
to  the  arbitraiy  impofitions  of  Sir  Edmund 
Andros,  who  governed  the  Duke  of  York's 
territory,  and  exercifed  jurifdidlion  over  all 
the  fe\tlements  on  both  fides  the  Delaware. 
Penn  and  his  aflbciates  remonftrated  againft 

hia 
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his  conduQ:,  but  their  efforts  proved  ineffe£t- 
ual,  However,  the  concern  which  Penn  had 
in  this  purchafe  gave  him  not  anly  a  tafte 
for  fpeculating  in  landed  intereft,  but  a 
knowledge  of  the  middle  region  of  the  A- 
rnerican  coafts ;  and  being  defirous  of  ac- 
quiring a  feparate  eft  ate,  where  he  might  re- 
alize his  fanguine  wifhes,  he  had  great 
advantage  in  making  inquiry  and  determin- 
ing on  a  place.. 

Having  examined  all  the  former  grants  to 
the  companies  of  Virginia  and  New-Eng- 
land, the  Lord  Baltimore  and  the  Duke  of 
York,  he  fixed  upon  a  territory  bounded  on 
the  eaft  by  the  bay  and  river  of  Delaware, 
extending  fouthward  to  Lord  Baltimore's 
province  of  Maryland,  weft  ward  as  far  as 
the  weftern  extent  of  Maryland,  and  north- 
ward "  ^s  far  as  plantable."  For  this  he  pe- 
titioned the  King ;  and  being  examined  be- 
fore the  Privy  Council,  on  the  14th  of  June, 
concerning  of  thofe  words  of  his  petition 
"  as  far  as  plantable,"  he  declared,  ^'  that  he 
fhould  be  fatisfied  with  the  extent  of  tbree 
degrees  of  latitude  \  and  that  in  lieu  of  fuch 
a  grant,  he  was  willing  to  remit  his  debt 
from  the  crown,  or  fome  part  of  it,  and  tc 

ftay 
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flay  for  the  remainder,  till  his  Majefty  fhould 
be  in  a  better  condition  to  fatisfy  it/' 

Notice  of  this  application  was  given  to 
the  agents  of  the  Duke  o£  York  and  Lord 
Baltimore,  and  inquiry  was  made,  how  far 
the  pretenfions  of  Penn  might  confift  with 
the  grants  already  made  to  them.  The  pe- 
ninfula  between  the  bays  of  Cheafpeak  and 
Delaware  had  been  planted  by  detached 
companies  of  Swedes,  Finlanders,  Dutch, 
and  Englifh.  It  was,  firft  by  force,  and  af- 
tier  wards  by  treaty,  brought  under  the  do- 
minion of  the  Crown  of  England.  That 
part  of  it  which  bordered  on  the  Delaware 
was  within  the  Duke  of  York's  patent,  while 
that  which  joined  on  the  Cheafpeak  was 
within  the  grant  to  Lord  Baltimore. 

The  Duke's  agent  confented  that  Penn 
fhould  have  the  land  wefl  of  Delaware  and 
north  of  Newcaftle,  "  in  confideration  of  the 
reafon  he  had  to  ^^^^td  favour  from  his  Maj- 
efly."  Lord  Baltimore's  agent  petitioned 
that  Penn's  grant  might  be  exprefled  to  lie 
north  of  Sufquehannah  fort,  and  of  a  line 
4rawn  eaft  and  weft  from  it,  and  that  he 
might  not  be  allowed  to  fell  arms  and  am- 
munition 
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munition  to  th^e  Indians.     To  thefe  reftric-^. 
tions  Penn  had  no  objection. 

The  draught  of  a  charter  being  prepared^ 
it  was  fubmitted  to  Lord  Chief  Juftice  North, 
who  was  ordered  to  provide  by  fit  claufes 
for  the  intereft  of  the  King  and  the  encour- 
agement of  the  planters.  While  it  was  un- 
der confideration,  the  Bilhop  of  Londpn  pe- 
titioned that  Penn  might  be  obliged  by  his 
patent  to  admit  a  Chaplain  of  his  Lordfliip's 
appointment,  at  the  requeft  of  any  number 
of  the  planters.  The  giving  a  name  to  the 
province  was  left  to  the  King. 

The  Charter,  confifting  of  twenty-three 
fe(5tions,  "  penned  with  all  the  appearance  of 
candour  and  fimplicity,"  was  figned  and  feak 
ed  by  King  Charles  II,  on  the  4th  of  March^ 
168 1.  It  conftitutes  William  Penn,  and 
Ms  heirs,  true  and  abfolute  proprietaries  of 
the  Province  of  Pennsylvania,  faving  to 
the  crown  their  allegiance  and  the  fovereign- 
ty.  It  gives  him,  his  heirs  and  their  dep- 
uties, power  to  make  laws  "  for  the  good 
and  happy  government  of  the  country,"  by 
advice  of  the  freemen,  and  to  ere£t  courts  of 
juftice  for  the  execution  of  thofe  laws,  pro- 
vided they  be  not  repugnant  to  the  laws  of 

England, 
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England.  For  the  encouragement  of  plant- 
ers, they  were  to  enjoy  the  privileges  of  Eng- 
lifli  fubjed:s,  paying  the  fame  duties  in  trade  ; 
and  no  taxes  were  to  be  levied  on  them,  but 
by  their  own  Aflemblies,  or  by  3i&.s  of  Par- 
liamente  With  refpe£t  to  religion,  no  more 
is  faid  than  what  the  Bifhop  of  London  had 
fiiggefted,  that  if  twenty  inhabitants  fhould 
defire  a  preacher  of  his  Lordfhip's  approba- 
tion, he  fhould  be  allowed  to  refide  in  the 
i^rovince.  This  was  perfectly  agreeable  to 
Mr.  Penn's  profefled  principles  of  liberty  of 
confcience  ;  but  it  may  feem  rather  extraor- 
dinary that  this  diftinguifhed  leader  of  a  fedt^ 
tvho  fo  pointedly  denied  the  lawfulnefs  of 
war,  fhould  accept  the  powers  given  him  in 
the  fixteenth  article  of  the  charter,  "  to  levy, 
mufler  and  train  all  forts  of  men  ;  to  purfue 
and  vanquifh  enemies  ;  to  take  and  put  them 
to  death  by  the  laws  of  v/ar  ;  and  to  do  ev- 
ery thing  which  belongeth  to  the  office  of 
Captain-General  in  an  army."  Mr. 
Penn,  for  reafons  of  State,  might  find  it  con- 
venient that  he  and  his  heirs  fhould  be  thus 
invefked  with  the  power  of  the  fword,  though 
it  was  impoflible  for  him  or  them  to  exercife 
it,  without  firfl  apoflatizing  from  their  re- 
ligious profeffion. 

The 


The  Charter  being  thus  obtained,  he  fbtiiid 
himfelf  authorized  to  agree  \Vith  fuch  perions 
as  were  difpofed  to  be  adventurers  to  his  hew 
Province.  By  a  public  advertifeineht,  he  in- 
vited p'urciiafers,  and  defcribed  the  country, 
with  a  diTplay  of  the  advantages  which 
might  be  expeded  from  a  fettlement  ill  it. 
This  induced  many  fingle  perfohs,  and  fome 
families,  chiefly  of  the  denomination  of  Qua- 
kers, to  think  of  ^  reniovaL ,  A  number  o£ 
merchants  and  others  formed  themfelves  in- 
to a  conipany,  for  the  fake  of  encouraging 
the  fettlement  and  trade  of  the  country,  and 
puirehafed  twenty  thoufand  acres  of  his  land. 
They  had  a  Prefident,  Treafurer,  Secretary, 
and  a  committee  of  twelve,  who  refided  in 
England  and  tranfafted  their  common  buii- 
ilefs.  Their  objedls  were  to  encourage  the 
manufa£tures  of  leather  and  glafs,  the  cutting 
and  fawing  of  timber,  and  the  whale-fifhery. 

The  land  was  fold  at  the  rate  of  twenty 
pounds  for  every  thoufand  acres.  They 
who  rented  lands  were  to  pay  one  penny 
yearly  per  acre.  Servants,  when  their  terms 
were  expired,  were  entitled  to  fifty  acres, 
fubjed:  to  two  fhillings  per  annum  ;  and 
their  mafters  were  allowed  fifty  acres  for 

each 
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each  fervant,,  fo  liberated,  but  fubje<9:  to  four 
fhillings  per  annum  ;  or  if  the  mailer  fhould 
give  the  fervant  fifty  acres  out  of  his  own 
ciivifion,  he  might  receive  from  the  proprie- 
tor one  hundred  acres,  fubjedb  to  fix  fhillings 
per  annum.  In  every  hundred  thoufand 
acres,  the  proprietor  referved  ten  for  himfelf. 

The  quit-rents  were  riot  agreed  to  with- 
out difficulty.  The  purchafers  remonftrated 
againft  them  as  a  burden,  unprecedented  in 
any  other  American  Colony,  But  Penn 
diftinguifhed  between  the  chara6ter  of  Pro- 
prietor and  Governor,  urging  the  neceffity 
of  fupportirig  government  with  dignity,  and 
that  by  complying  with  this  expedient,  they 
would  be  freed  from  other  taxes.  Such  dii- 
tindiions  are  very  convenient  to  a  politician, 
and  by  this  infinuation  the  point  was  carri- 
ed :  upon  which  it  was  remarked,  (perhaps 
too  feverely)  that  "  lefs  of  the  man  of  God 
now  appeared,  and  more  of  thjs  man  of  the 
world.*' 

According  to  the  powers  given  by  the 
charter,  "  for  regulating  and  governing  prop- 
erty within  the  province,"  he  entered  into 
certain  articles  v/ith  the  purchafers  and  ad- 
venturers (July  II,  1 681)  which  were  en- 
G  c  c  titled 


titled  "  Conditions  and  Conceffions/*  Thefe 
related  to  the  laying  out  roads,  city  and 
eountry  lots  ;  tlie  privilege  of  water-courfes  ^ 
the  property  of  mines  and  minerals  ;  the  re- 
fervation  of  timber  and  mulberry-trees  ^  the 
terms  of  improvement  and  cultivation ;  tne 
traffic  with  the  Indians,  and  the  means  of 
preferving  peace  with  them  ;  of  preventing 
debtors,  and  other  defaulters,  from^  making 
their  efcape  ;  and,  of  preferving  the  morals 
of  the  planters,  by  the  execution  of  the  penal 
laws  of  England,  till  an  Affembly  ihould 
taeet. 

Thefe  preliminaries  being  adjufted,  the 
firft  Colony,  under  his  authority,  came  over 
to  America,  and  began  their  fettlement  above' 
the  confluence  of  the  Schuylkill  with  the 
Delaware.  By  them  the  Proprietor  fent  a 
letter  to  the  Indians^  informing  them  that 
"  the  Great  God  had  been  pleafed  to  make 
him  concerned  in  their  part  of  the  world  ; 
and  that  the  Kwg  of  the  country  where  he 
lived  had  given  him  a  great  province  therein  ;: 
but,  that  he  did  not  deftre  to  enjoy  it  with-^ 
out  their  confent;  that  he  was  a  man  of 
peace,  and  that  the  people  whom  he  fent 
were  of  the  fame  difpofition  ^  but  if  any  dif- 
ference 


P      E      N      R  403 

jfereace  fhould  happen  between  tliem,it  might 
be  adjufted  by  an  equal  number  of  men,  cho- 
fen  on  both  fides."  With  this  letter,  he  ap- 
pointed Gommiffi oners  to  treat  with  the  In- 
dians, about  purchafmg  land,  and  promifed 
them,  that  he  would  fhortly  come  and  con- 
verfe  with  them  in  perfen. 

About  this  time  (Nov.  1 68 1)  he  w^as  eled- 
ed  a  fellow  of  the  Royal  Society. 

The  next  fpring,  he  completed  a  frame 
of  government  (April  25,  1682)  with  the 
exprefs  defign  ^Vto  fupport  power  in  rever- 
ence with  the  people,  and  to  fecure  the  peo- 
ple from  the  abufe  of  pcwer."  It  is  prefac- 
ed with  a  long  difcourfe  on  the  nature,  ori- 
gin, ufe  and  abufe  of  government ;  which 
ftiews  that  he  had  not  only  well  ftudied  the 
fubjed,  but  that  he  was  fond  of  difplaying 
his  knowledge. 

By  this  frame  of  government,  there  was 
to  be  a  Provincial  Council,  confifting  oitwen^ 
tj'two  perfons,  anfw-ering  to  the  number  of 
elders  in  the  Jewiih  fanhedrim,  who  were 
to  be  divided  into  three  claffes  ;  twenty-four 
to  ferve  for  three  years,  twenty-four  for  two 
years,  and  twenty-four  for  one  year ;  the 
vacancies  thus  made  to  be  fupplied  by  ne\y 

ele£lions  : 
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eledions ;  and  after  feven  years,  every  one 
of  thofe  who  went  off  yearly,  were  to  be  in- 
capable of  re-eledion  for  one  year  following. 
This  rotation  was  intended  "  that  all  might 
be  fitted  for  government,  and  have  experi- 
ence of  the  care  and  burthen  of  it."  Of 
this  council  two-thirds  were  to  be  a  quorum, 
and  the  confent  of  two-thirds  of  this  quo- 
rum was  to  be  had  in  all  matters  of  moment ; 
but  in  matters  of  leffer  moment  one-third 
might  be  a  quorum,  the  majority  of  whom 
might  determine.  The  diftinO:ion  between 
matters  of  moment,  and  of  leffer  moment 
was  not  defined ;  nor  was  it  declared  who 
was  to  be  judge  of  the  diftindtion.  The 
Governor  was  not  to  have  a  negative  but  a 
treble  voice.  The  Council  were  to  prepare 
and  pif opofe  bills  to  the  General  Affem.bly, 
which  were  to  be  publifhed,  thirty  days  be- 
fore its  m^eeting.  When  met,  the  Affembly 
might  deliberate  eight  days,  but  on  the  ninth 
were  to  give  their  affent  or  diffent  to  th? 
propofed  bills ;  tyyc-thirds  of  them  to  be  a 
quorum.  With  refpedl  to  the  number  of 
the  Affembly,  it  was  provided,  that  the  firft 
year  all  the  freemen  in  perfon  might  com- 
pofe  it ;  afterward  a  delegation  of  two  hun- 
dred, 
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dred,  which  might  be  increafed  to  five  hun- 
dred. The  Governor,  with  the  Council,  to 
be  the  fupreme  executive,  with  a  parental 
and  prudential  authority,  and  to  be  divided 
into  four  departments  of  eighteen  each  ;  one 
of  w^hich  was  called  a  committee  of  planta- 
tions, another  of  juftice  and  fafety,  another 
of  trade  and  revenue,  and  another  of  man- 
ners, education  and  arts. 

To  this  frame  of  government  was  fubjoin- 
ed  a  body  of  fundamental  laws,  agreed  upon 
by  Penn  and  the  adventurers  in  Londonj 
which  refpedted  moral,  political  and  econom- 
ical matters  ;  which  were  not  to  be  altered, 
but  by  the  confent  of  the  Governor,  or  his 
heirs,  and  fix  parts  in  feven  of  the  freemen, 
met  in  Provincial  Council  and  Affembly. 
In  this  code  we  find  that  celebrated  declara- 
tion, which  has  contributed  more  than  any 
thing  elfe  to  the  profperity  of  Pennfylvania, 
viz.  "  That  all  perfons  living  in  the  Province, 
who  conftfs  and  acknowledge  the  ONE  al- 
mighty and  eternal  GOD,  to  be  the  creator, 
upholder  and  ruler  of  the  world  ;  and  hold 
themfelves  obliged  in  confcience  to  live 
peaceably  and  juftly  in  civil  fociety,  fhall  in 
no  ways  be  molefted  for  their  religious  per^ 
fuafion  or  pradl:ice,  in  matters  of  faith  and 

wcrfiiip  ; 


4o6  PEN      N. 

worfhip  ;  nor  fhall  they  be  compelled  at  any 
time  to  frequent  or  maintain  any  religiom 
worfhipj  place  or  miniftry  whatever."  To 
which  was  added  another  ^equally  conducive 
to  the  welfare  of  fociety,  "  That  according 
to  the  good  example  of  the  primitive  Chrif- 
tians,  and  the  eafe  of  the  creation^  every  firft 
day  of  the  week,  called  the  Lord's  Day,  peo- 
ple fhall  abftain  from  their  common  daily  la- 
bour, that  they  may  the  better  difpofe  them« 
felves  to  worfhip  God,  according  to  their  un- 
derftandings." 

Thefe  laws  were  an  original  compadl  be- 
tween the  Governor  and  the  freemen  of  the 
Colony.  They  appear  to  be  founded  in 
wifdom  and  equity,  and  fome  of  them  have 
been  copied  into  the  declarations  of  rights 
prefixed  to  feveral  of  the  prefent  republicaii 
conftitutions  in  America.  The  fyftem  of 
government  which  Penn  produced  has  been 
regarded  as  an  Utopian  projed: ;  but  though 
in  fome  parts  vifionary  and  impracticable, 
yet  it  was  liberal  and  popular,  calculated  to 
gain  adventurers  with  a  profpe£t  of  republi- 
can advantages.  Some  of  its  provifions,  par^ 
ticularly  the  rotation  of  the  Council,  have 
been  adopted  by  a  ve4:y  enlightened  body  of 
•  American 
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Arrierican  leglflators,  after  the  expiration  of  a 
century.  The  experiment  is  now  in  opera- 
tion, and  without  experiment  nothing  can  be 
fairly  decided  in  the  political,  any  more  thaii 
in  the  phyfical  world. 

Having  by  the  help  of  Sir  William  Jones, 
arid  other  gentlemen  of  the  long  robe  con^ 
ftru£led  a  plan  of  government,  for  his  Colony* 
Mr.  Penn  prepared  to  make  the  voyage  to 
America,  that  he  might  attempt  the  execu- 
tion of  it. 

A  part  of  the  lands  comprehended  within 
his  grant,had  been  fubje£b  to  the  g;overnment^ 
which  was  exefcifed  by  the  deputy  of  the 
Duke  of  York.  To  prevent  any  difficulty, 
he  thought  it  convenient  to  obtain  from 
the  Duke  a  deed  of  fale,  of  the  Province  of 
Pennfylvania,  which  he  did  on  the  21ft  of 
Augufi:,  1682  ;  and  by  two  fubfequent  deeds, 
in  the  fame  month,  the  Duke  conveyed  to 
him  the  town  of  Newcaftle,  fitiiate  on  the 
weftern  fide  of  the  Delaware,  with  a  circle  of 
12  miles  radius  from  the  centre  of  the  town, 
and  from  thence  extending  foutherly  to  the 
Hoar-Kills,  at  Cape-Henlopen,  the  weftern 
point  of  the  entrance  of  Delaware  Bay  5 
which  trail  contained  th€  fetjlements  made 

by 
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by  the  Dutchj  Swedes  and  Finns.  This  wae 
called  the  Territory^  in  diftin£tion  from  tht 
Province  of  Pennfylvania,  and  was  divided 
into  three  counties,  Newcaftle,  Kent  and 
Suffex. 

At  this  time,  the  penal  laws  againft  Diffent- 
ers  were  executed  with  rigour  in  England > 
which  made  many  of  the  Quakers  defirous 
of  accompanying  or  following  Penn  into 
America,  where  they  had  a  profpe£t  of  the 
moft  extenfive  liberty  of  confcience.  Hav- 
ing chofen  fome  for  his  particular  compan- 
ions, he  embarked  w^ith  them  in  Auguft^ 
1682,  and  from  the  Downs,  where  the  ihip 
lay  waiting  for  a  wind,  he  wrote  an  afFediion- 
ate  letter  to  his  friends,  v/hich  he  called  "  a 
farewel  to  England."  After  a  pleafant  paC- 
fage  of  fix  weeks,  they  came  within  fight  of 
the  American  coaft,  and  were  refrefhed  by 
the  land  breezes,  at  the  diftance  of  twelve 
leagues.  As  the  ihip  failed  up  the  Delaware,' 
the  inhabitants  came  on  board,  and  faluted 
their  new  Governor  with  an  air  of  joy  and 
fatisfadion.  He  landed  at  Newcaftle,  and 
fummoned  the  people  to  meet  him,  when  pof- 
feffion  of  the  foil  was  given  him  in  the  legal 
form  of  that  day  ;  and  he  entertained  them 

v>rith 
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With  a  fpeech,  explaining  the  purpofe  of  his 
coming,  and  the  Views  of  his  government ; 
afluring  them  of  his  intention  to  preferve 
civil  and  religious  liberty,  and  exhorting  them 
to  peace  and  fobriety.  Having  renewed  the 
commiffions  of  their  former  magiftrates,  he 
went  to  Ghefter,  where  he  repeated  the  fame 
things,  and  received  their  congratulations. 
The  Swedes  appointed  a  Delegate  to  com- 
pliment him  on  his  arrival,  and  to  affure  him 
of  their  affection  and  fidelity* 

At  this  time,  the  number  of  inhabitants 
was  about  three  thoufand.  The  firft  plant- 
ers were  the  Dutch,  and  after  them  the 
Swedes  and  Finns*  There  had  been  for- 
merly difputes  among  them,  but  for  above 
twenty  years,  they  had  been  in  a  ftate  of 
peace*  The  Dutch  were  fettled  on  the  bay, 
and  applied  thelnfelves  chiefly  to  trade  :  At 
Newcaftle  they  had  a  court-houfe  and  a 
place  of  worfliip.  The  Swedes  and  Finns 
lived  higher  up  the  river,  and  followed  huf- 
bandry.  Their  fettlements  were  Chriftina, 
Tenecvim,  and  Wicoco  ;  at  each  of  vAich 
they  had  a  church.  They  were  a  plain, 
robuft,  fober  and  induftrious  people,  and 
moft  of  them  had  large  families.  The  Col- 
D  D  d  ony 
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ony  which  Penn  had  fent  over  the  year  be-* 
fore,  began  their  fettlement  above  Wicoco, 
and  it  was  by  fpecial  direction  of  the  pro-* 
prietor,  called  Philadelphia.  The  prov- 
ince was  divided  into  three  counties,  Chefter^ 
Buckingham,  and  Philadelphia* 

Three  principal  objeQs  engaged  the  atten-^ 
tion  of  Mr^  Penn  ;  one  was  to  unite  the  ter- 
ritory with  the  province  ;  another  was  to  en- 
ter into  a  treaty  with  the  Indians ;  and  a 
third  was  to  lay  out  a  capital  city. 

The  firft  was  entered  upon  immediately. 
Within  a  month  after  his  arrival,  he  called  a 
General  Afiembly  at  Cheftef ,  when  the  con- 
ftitution,  which  had  been  formed  in  England^ 
was  to  undergo  an  experiment.  The  free- 
men both  of  the  province  and  territory  were 
fummoned  to  compofe  this  affembly  in  per-* 
Jon,  Inftead  of  which,  they  elected  twelve 
members  in  each  county,  amounting  in  all 
to  feventy-two,  the  precife  number,  which 
by  the  frame  of  government  was  to  com- 
pofe one  houfe  only.  The  elections  were 
accompanied  by  petitions,  to  the  Governor,, 
importing  "  that  the  fev/nefs  of  the  people^ 
their  inability  in  eftate,  and,,  unfkilfulnefs  in 
government,  would  not  permit  them  to  ferve 

in 
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in  fo  large  a  council  and  aflembly,  and  there- 
fore it  was  their  defire,  that  the  twelve  now 
returned  from  each  county,  might  ferve  both 
for  Provincial  Council  and  General  Aflembly, 
with  the  fame  powers  and  privileges  which 
by  the  Charter  were  granted  to  the  whole." 

The  members  were  accordingly  dillributed 
into  two  houfes  ;  three  out  of  each  county 
made  a  Council,  confifting  of  eighteen,  and 
the  remaining  part  formed  an  AflTembly  of 
fifty-four.  In  this  Affembly  was  pafled  "  the 
aft  of  fettlement,"  in  which  the  frame  of 
government  made  in  England,  being  llyled 
2i  probationary  a6i^  was  fo  far  changed,  as  that 
three  perfons  of  each  county  might  compofe 
the  Council,  and  fix  the  Affembly.  After 
feveral  other  "  variations,  explanations  and 
additions,"  requefted  by  the  Afl'embly,  and 
yielded  to  by  the  Governor,  the  aforefaid 
Charter,  and  frame  of  government  v/as  "  re- 
cognifed  and  accepted,  as  if  with  thefe  alter- 
ations it  was  fuppofed  to  be  complete,"  The 
AflTembly  is  ftyled  "  the  General  AflTembly 
of  the  Province  of  Pennfylvania  and  the  ter-^ 
ritories  thereunto  belonging," 

Thus  the  lower  counties,  at  this  time, 
manifefted  their  willingnefs  to  be  united  with 
the  province  of  Pennfylvania  ;   but  the  pro- 
prietor 
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prietor  had  not  received  from  the  Crown^ 
any  right  of  jurifdidion  over  that  territory^ 
though  the  Duke  had  fold  him  the  right  of 
foil  ;  and  it  was  not  in  the  power  of  the 
people,  as  fubjeds  of  the  King  of  England, 
to  put  themfelves  under  any  form  of  gov- 
ernment, without  the  royal  authority.  The 
want  of  this,  with  the  operation  of  other 
caufes,  produced  difficulties,  which  afterward 
rendered  this  union  void  ;  and  the  three 
lower  counties  had  a  feparate  Aflem-blyj 
though  under  the  fame  Governor. 

Mr.  Penn's  next  obje6b  was  to  treat  with 
the  natives.  The  benevolence  of  his  difpo- 
fition  led  him  to  exercife  great  tendernefa 
toward  them,  which  was  much  incres^fed  by 
an  opinion  which  he  had  formed,  and  which 
he  openly  avowed,  that  they  were  defcend- 
ants  of  the  ten  difperfed  tribes  of  IfraeL  He 
travelled  into  the  country,  vifited  them  in  their 
cabins,  was  prefent  at  their  feafts,  converfed 
with  them  in  a  free  and  familiar  manner, 
and  gained  their  afFedions  by  his  obliging 
carriage,  and  his  frequent  acts  of  generofity. 
But  on  public  occafions,  he  received  them 
with  ceremony,  and  tranfafted  bufmefs  with 
folemnity  and  order^ 

In 
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In  one  of  his  excurfions  in  the  winter,  ho, 
found  a  chief  warrior  fick,  and  his^wife  pre^ 
paring  to  fweat  him,  in  the  nfual  manner, 
by  pouring  water  on  a  heap  of  hot  ftones, 
in  a  clofely  covered  hut,  and  then  plunging 
him  into  the  river,  through  a  hole  cut  in  the 
ice,  Tp  divert  himfelf  during  the  fv/eating 
operation,  the  Chief  fang  the  achievements 
of  his  anceftors,  then  his  own,  and  concluded 
his  fong  with  this  refledion  :  "  Why  are  wc 
fick,  and  thefe  ftrangers  well  ?  It  feems  as  if 
they  were  fent  to  inherit  the  land  in  our  ftead ! 
Ah  !  it  is  becaufe  they  love  the  Greal  Spirit^ 
and  we  do  not  1"  The  fentiment  was 
rational,  and  fuch  as  often  occurred  to  the 
fagacious  ^mong  the  natives ;  We  cannot 
fupppfe  it  was  difagreeable  to  Mr.  Penn, 
whofe  view  was  to  imprefs  them  wdth  an 
idea  of  bis  honeft  and  pacific  intentions,  and 
%o  make  a  fair  bargain  with  them. 

Some  of  their  Chiefs  made  him  a  volun- 
tary prefent  of  the  land  which  they  claimed  ; 
others  fold  it  at  a  ftipulated  price.  The  form 
of  one  of  thefe  treaties  is  thus  defcribed,  in 
a  letter  which  he  wrote  to  his  friends  in 
England.  "  The  King  fat  in  the  middle  of 
a  half-moon,  and  had  his  Council,  old  and 
wife,  on   each  hand.       Behind,  at  a  little 

diftance, 
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diftance,  fat  the  young  ones,  in  the  fame 
figure.  Having  confulted  and  refolved  the- 
bufinefs,  the  King  ordered  one  of  them  ta 
i^eak  to  me.  He  ftood  up,  came  to  me» 
took  me  by  the  hand,  faluted  me  in  the 
name  of  the  King,  told  me  he  was  ordered 
by  the  King  to  fpeak  to  me,  and  that  now  it 
was  not  he  that  fpoke,  but  the  King,  becaufe 
what  he  flioutd  lay  was  the  King's  mind. 
[Having  made  an  apology  for  their  delay,] 
he  fell  to  the  bounds  of  the  land  they  had 
to  difpofe  of,  and  the  price,  which  is  now 
dear,  that  which  would  once  have  bought 
twenty  miles,  not  now  buying  two*  Dur^ 
ing  the  time  this  perfon  was  fpeaking,  not  a 
man  of  them  was  obferved  to  whiter  or 
fmile.  When  the  purchafe  was  agreed', 
great  promifes  pafied  between  us  of  kindnefa, 
and  good  neighbourhood,  and  that  the  Eng--^ 
lifli  and  Indians  muft  live  in  love„  as  long  as 
the  fun  gave  light.  Which  done,  another 
made  a  fpeech  to  the  Indians  in  the  name  of 
all  the  Sachems,  firft  to  tell  them  what  was 
done,  next  to  charge  them  to  love  the  Chrif- 
tians,  to  live  in  peace  with  me  and  my  peo-- 
pie,  and  that  they  fhould  never  do  me  or 
my  people  any  wrong.  At  every  fentencc 
of  which  they  ftiouted  and  faid  Amen,  in 

their 
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tiieir  way.  The  pay  or  prefents  I  made 
them,  were  not  hoarded  by  t^e  particular 
owners,  but  the  neighbouring  Kings  and 
their  clans  being  prefent  when  the  goods  were 
brought  out,  the  parties  chiefly  concerned 
confulted  what  and  to  whom  they  fhould  give 
them.  To  every  King,  then,  by  the  hands 
of  a  perfon,  for  that  work  appointed,  was  a 
proportion  fent,  forted  and  folded,  with  that 
gravity  which  is  admirable.  Then  that  King 
fubdivided  it  in  like  manner  among  his  de- 
pendants, they  hardly  leaving  themfelves  an 
equal  fhare  with  one  of  their  fubje(9:s." 

Mr.  Penn  was  fo  happy  as  to  fucceed  in 
his  endeavours  to  gain  the  good  will  of  the 
Indians,  They  have  frequently,  in  fubfe-» 
quent  treaties  many  years  after,  expreffed 
great  veneration  for  his  memory;  and  to 
perpetuate  it,  they  have  given  to  the  fuc^ 
ceffive  Governors  of  Pennfylvania  the  name 
of  OnaSy  which  fignifies  a  Peti.  By  this 
name  they  are  commonly  known  and  ad- 
dreffed  in  the  fpeeches  made  by  the  Six  Na- 
tions in  all  their  treaties. 

One  part  of  his  agreement  with  the  In- 
dians was,  that  they  fhould  fell  no  lands  to 
any  perfon  but  to   himfelf  or  iiis  agents^ 

another 
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another  was,  that  his  agents  fhould  not  occti- 
p7  nor  grant  iaily  lands,  but  thofe  which 
were  fairly  purchafed  of  the  Indians.  Thcfe 
ftipulations  were  confirmed  by  fubfequent 
acts  of  Aflerhbly  ;  and  every  bargain  made 
between  private  perfons  and  the  Indians 
without  leave  of  the  proprietor,  was  declared 
void.  The  charter  which  Mr*  Penn  had 
obtained  of  the  Crown,  comprehended  a  fai* 
greater  extent  of  territory,  than  it  was  prop* 
er  for  him  at  firft  to  purchafe  of  the  natives. 
He  did  not  think  it  for  his  intereft  to  take 
liny  moi'e  at  once  than  he  had  a  profpedt  of 
granting  ^way  to  fettlers.  But  his  Colony 
increafed  beyond  his  expedation,  tnd  when 
new  trafts  were  v*^anted,  the  Indians  rofe  in 
their  demands.  His  firft  purchafes  were 
made  at  his  own  expenfe ;  and  the  goods 
delivered  on  thefe  occafions,  went  by  the 
name  oi prefejits.  In  a  courfe  of  time  when 
a  treaty  and  a  purchafe  went  on  together,  the 
Governor  and  his  fuccefTors  made  the  fpeech- 
es,  and  the  AfTembly  were  at  the  expenfe  of 
the  prefents.  When  one  paid  the  coft,  and 
the  other  enjoyed  the  profit,  a  fubjedt  of  al- 
tercation arofe  between  the  Proprietary  and 
the  popular  interefls,  which  other  caufes  con- 
tributed to  increafe  and  inflame. 

The 
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The  purchafes  which  Mr.  Penn  made  of 
the  Indians  were  undoubtedly  fair  and  hon- 
eft ;  and  he  is  entitled  to  praife  for  his  wife 
and  peaceable  condudt:  toward  them*  But  there 
is  fuch  a  thing  as  over-rating  true  merit.    He 
has  been  celebrated  by  alate  author,*  as  having 
in  thefe  purchafes  "  fet  an  example  of  mod- 
eration and  juftice,  in  America,  which  was 
never  thought  of  before  by  the  Europeans." 
It  had  been  a  common  thing  in  New-Eng- 
land, for  fifty  years  before  his  time,  to  make 
fair  and  regular  purchafes  of  land  from  the 
Indians ;  ^nd  many  of  their  deeds  are  pre- 
ferved  in  the  public  records.     As  early  as 
1633,  a  law  was  ena£ked  in  the  Colony  of 
Maflachufetts,  that  "  no  perfon  fhall  put  any 
of  the  Indians  from  their  planting  grounds, 
or  fifhing  places  5  and  that  upon  complaint 
and  proof  thereof,  they  fhall  have  relief  in 
any  of  the  Courts  of  jufticCj  as  the  Englifli 
have."     To  prevent  frauds  in  private  bar- 
gains, it  was  ordered  by  the  fame  ad,  that 
^'  no  perfon  fhall  buy  land  of  any  Indian, 
without  licenfe  firft  had  and  obtained  of  the 
General  Court."     Other  regulations  rfefpedk- 
ing  traiEc  with  them,  were  made  at  the  fame 
time,  which  bear  the  appearance,  not  only 
E  E  e  of 

*  Abbe  Rayna!. 
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of  juftice  and  moderation,  but  of  a  parental 
regard  to  their  intereft  and  property. 

Nor  is  it  to  be  fuppofed  that  other  Euro- 
peans negle£ted  their  duty  in  thefe  refpedtso 
Several  purchafes  were  made  before  Penn's 
time,  in  New-Jerfey,  Mr.  Penn  himfelf,  in 
one  of  his  letters,  fpeaking  of  the  quarrels 
bet^feen  the  Dutch  and  the  Swedes,  who 
had  occupied  the  lands  on  the  Delaware 
before  him,  fays,  "  the  Dutch,  who  were  the 
firft  planters,  looked  on  them  [the  Swedes] 
as  intruders  on  their  purchafe  and  pofleffion." 
Of  whom  could  the  Dutch  have  purchafed 
thofe  lands,  but  of  the  natives  ?  They  could 
not  have  occupied  them  without  the  eonfent 
of  the  Indians,  who  were  very  numerous, 
and  could  eafily  have  extirpated  them,  or 
prevented  theii"  fettlement.  It  is  probable 
that  this  Dutch  purchafe  is  referred  to  in 
that  part  of  Penn's  letter  before  quoted, 
where  he  fpeaks  of  the  land  at  that  time^ 
(1683)  as  ^^  dearer  ^  than  formerly,  for  how 
eould  this  have  been  afcertained  but  by  com- 
paring his  with  former  purchafes  ? 

It  may  then  be  proper  to  confider  Mr. 
Penn  as  having  followed  the  "  examples  of 
juftice  and  moderation,"  v/hich  had  been  fet 

by 
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by  former  Europeans,  in  their  condu£k 
toward  the  natives  of  America  ;  and  as 
having  united  his  example  with  their's,  for 
the  imitation  of  fucceeding  adventurers. 
This  will  give  us  the  true  idea  of  his  merit, 
without  detracting  from  the  refpedt  due  to 
thofe  who  preceded  him  in  the  arduous 
work  of  colonizing  Am  erica, 

Mr.  Penn  eafily  forefaw  that  the  fituation 
of  his  province,  and  the  liberal  encourage-, 
ment  which  he  had  given  to  fettlers,  would 
draw  people  of  all  denominations  thither,  and 
render  it  a  place  of  commerce  ;  he  therefore 
determined  to  lay  the  plan  of  a  capital  city, 
which,  in  conformity  to  hk  catholic  and 
pacific  ideas,  he  called  Philadelphia, 
The  fcite  of  it  was  a  neck  of  land  between 
the  river  Delav^^ar€  on  the  eaft,  and  the 
Schuylkill  (Hiding  Creek)  a  branch  on  the 
weft  ;  and  he  defigned  that  the  city  fhould 
extend  from  one  to  the  oth^r,  the  diftance 
being  two  miles.  This  fpot  was  chofen  on 
account  of  the  firm  foil,  the  gentle  rifing 
from  each  river  toward  the  midft,  the  nu-^ 
merous  fprings,  the  convenience  of  coves 
capable  of  being  ufed  as  docks,  the  depth  of 
water  for  fhips  of  burden,  and  the  good 
anchorage.     The  ground  was  furveyed,  and 

a  plan 
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a  plan  of  the  intended  city  was  drawn  by 

Thomas    Holme,    furveyor-general*      Ten 

ilreets,  of  two  miles  in  length,  were  laid  out 

from  river  to  river,  and  twenty  ftreets  of  one 

mile  in  length,  croffing  them  at  right  angles* 

Four  fquares  were  referved  for  common  pur^ 

pofes,  one  in  each  quarter  of  the  city,  and  in 

the  centre,  on  the  moft  elevated  fpot,  was  a 

larger  fquare  of  ten  acres,  in  which  were  to 

be  built  a  State-houfe,    a  market-houfe,  a 

fchool-houfe,  and  a  place  of  worfhip.     On 

the  fide  of  each  river  it  was  intended  to 

build  wharves   and  ware-houfes,  and  from 

each  front  ftreet  neareft  to  the  rivers,  an 

open  fpace  was  to  be  left,  in  the  defcent  to 

the  fhores,  which  would  have  added  much 

to  the   beauty  of  the  city.     All  owners  of 

one  thoufand  acres  were  entitled  to  a  city-lot^ 

in  the  front  flreets,  or  in  the  central  high 

ftreet,  and  before  each  houfe  was  to  be  aQ 

open   court,   planted   with   rows   of  trees? 

Smaller  purchafers  were  to  be  accommoda-^ 

ted  in  the  other  ftreets  ;  and  care  was  taken 

in  all,  that  no  building  fliould  encroach  on 

.the  ftreet  lines.      This  laft  regulation  has 

been  alw^ays  attended  to,   though  in  feme 

other  refpedts  the  plan  has  been  either  difi? 

regarded  or  not  comuleted. 

The 
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The  city  was  begun  in  1682,  and  within 
lefs  than  a  yeair,  "  eighty  houfes  and  cottages 
were  built,  wherein  merchants  and  mechanics 
exereifed  their  refpeftive  occupations  ;"  and 
they  foon  found  the  country  around  them  fo 
well  cultivated  by  the  planters,  as  to  afford 
them  bread  and  regetables,  while  the  venifon, 
fowl  and  fifh,  made  an  agreeable  variety  with 
the  faked  provifhons  which  they  imported. 
Penn  hinxfelf  writes,  with  an  air  of  cheerful- 
nefs,  that  he  was  well  contented  with  the 
country,   and  the   entertainment  which  he 
found  in  it.  .  This  letter  is  among  his  print- 
ed works,  and  in  the  fam^e  colledtion  we  find 
an  afFe£i:ionate  addrefs  to  the  people  of  Penn- 
fylvania ;  in  it  he  appears  to  have  a  tender 
concern  for  their  moxal  and  religious  im- 
provement,   and    warn«    them   againft    the 
temptations  to  which  they  were   expofed* 
Their  circumftances  were  indeed  peculiar  j 
they^ad  fuffered  contempt  and  perfecution 
in  PSigland,  and   were   now  at  reft  ;  in  the 
enjoyment  of  liberty,  under  a  popular  form 
of  government ;  the  eyes  of  the  world  were 
upon  them  ;    their  former    enemies  v/ere 
watching   their  ccndudi,    and    would  have 
been  glad  of  an  opportunity   to   reproach 
them  ;  it  was  therefore  his  defire  that  they 

fliould 
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ihould  be  moderate  in  profperity,  as  they 
had  been  patient '  in  adverfity.  The  con-» 
eluding  words  of  this  addrefs,  may  give  us  a 
fpecimen  of  his  ftyle  and  manner  of  preach- 
ing. "  My  friends,  remember  that  the  Lord 
hath  brought  you  upon  the  ftage  ;  he  hath 
now  tried  you  with  Hberty,  yea,  and  with 
power  ;  he  hath  put  precious  opportunities 
into  your  hands  ;  have  a  care  of  a  perverfe 
fpirit,  and  do  not  provoke  the  Lord  by  doing 
thofe  things  by  which  the  inhabitants  of  the 
land  that  were  before  you,  grieved  his  fpirit  ;^ 
but  fan6tify  God,  the  hving  God  in  your 
hearts,  that  his  bieffing  may  fall  and  reft  as 
the  dew  of  hea^'^en  on  you  and  your  offspring* 
Then  fliall  it  be  feen  to  the  nations,  that  there 
is  no  inchantment  againft  Jacob,  nor  divina^ 
tion  againft  Ifrael ;  but  your  tents  fhall  be 
goodly,  and  your  dwelling&  glorious*" 

In  the  fpring  of  1683,  afecond  AlTembly 
W'as  held  in  the  new  city  of  Philadelphiaj 
and  a  great  number  of  laws  v/ere  "pafied. 
Among  other  good  regulations,  it  was  enact- 
ed, that,  to  prevent  law-fuits,  three  arbitra- 
tors, called  peace-makers,  fhould  be  chofen 
by  every  County  Court,  to  hear  and  determine 

fmall 

*  Probably  alluding  to  the  ten  tribes  of  Ifrael,  from 
whom  he  fuppofes  the  Indians  to  be  defcended. 


iP       E  •    N      N;  42  j 

fmall  diiFerences  between  man  and  man. 
This  Affembly  granted  to  the  Governor  an 
impofl  on  certain  goods  exported  and  im- 
ported, which  he  J  after  acknowledging  their 
goodnefs,  wa^  pleaied,  for  the  encouragement 
of  the  traders,  "  freely  to  remit."  But  the 
moil  diftinguiihed  a6t  of  this  Affembly,  was 
their  acceptance  of  anothet  frame  of  govern- 
ment which  the  proprietor  had  devifed, 
which  was  "in  part  conformed  to  the  firft, 
in  part  modified  according  to  the  a6t  of  fettle- 
ment,  and  in  part  effentially  different  from 
both."  The  moft  material  alterations  were 
the  reducing  the  number  of  the  Affembly 
from  feventy-two  to  fifty-four,  and  the  giv- 
ing the  Governor  a  negative  in  lieu  of  a  tre- 
ble voice  in  ads  of  legiflation.  Their 
"thankful"  acceptance  of  this  fecond>  char- 
ter, was  a  proof  of  his  great  afcendency  over 
them,  and  the  confidence  which  they  placed 
in  him ;  but  thefe  changes  were  regarded 
by  fome  as  a  departure  from  the  princi- 
ples on  which  the  original  compaft  was 
grounded. 

The  ftate  of  the  province  at  this  time  has 
been  compared  to  that  of  "  a  father  and  his 
family,  the  latter  united  by  interefl  and  af- 
feition ;  the  former  revered  for  the  wifdom 

of 
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of  his  inilitutions  and  the  indulgent  ufe  of 
his  authority.     Thofe  who  were  ambitious 
of  repofe,  found  it  in  Pennfylvania ;;  and  as^ 
none  returned  with  an  evil  report  of  the  land^ 
numbers  followed.     All  partook  of  the  leav- 
en  which   they   found :    The    community 
v/ore  the  fame  equal  face :  No  one  afpiredy 
no  one  was  oppreffed  :  Induftry  was  fure  of 
profit,  knowledge  of  efteem,  and  virtue  of  ven- 
eration."    When  we  contemplate  this  agree- 
able pi(3:ure,  we  cannot  but  lament  that  Mn 
Penn  fhould  ever  have  quitted  his  province ; 
but  after  refiding  in  it  about  two  years,  he 
found  himfelf  urged,  by  motives  of  intereft 
as  well  as  philanthropy,  to  return  to  Eng- 
land.    At  his  departure,  in  the  fummer  of 
1684,  his  capital   city,    then  only   of  two 
years  ftanding,  contained  nearly  three  hun- 
dred houfes^  and  two  thoufand  inhabitants  ;• 
befides  which  there  were  twenty  other  fet- 
tlements  begun-^>  including  thofe  of  the  Dutch 
and  Swedes.     He  left  the  adminiftratlon  of 
government  in  the  hands  of  the  Council  and 
AfTembly,  having  appointed  fiveCommiifion- 
ers  to  prefide  in  his  place. 

The  motives   of  his  return  to   England 
were  two*     A  controverfy  with  Lord  Bal- 
timore 
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timore,  the  proprietor  of  Maryland,  con- 
cerning the  limits  of  their  refpedive  patents  ; 
and,  a  concern  for  his  brethren,  who  were 
fuffering  by  the  operation  of  the  penal  laws 
againft  diiTenters  from  the  eftablifhed  Church. 

*  The  controverfy  with  Lord  Baltimore 
originated  in  this  manner.  Before  Penn 
came  to  America,  he  had  written  to  James 
Frifby  and  others,  at  their  plantations  on 
Delaware  Bay,  then  reputed  a  part  of  Mary- 
land, advifmg  them,  that  as  he  v>ras  confi« 
dent  they  were  within  his  limits,  they  fhould 
yield  no  obedience  to  the  laws  of  Maryland; 
This  warning  ferved  as  a  pretext  to  fome  of 
the  inhabitants  of  Cecil  and  Baltimore  coun- 
ties, who  were  impatient  of  control,  to 
withhold  the  payment  of  their  rents  and  tax- 
ies.  Lord  Baltimore  and  his  Council  order- 
ed th€  military  officers  to  affift  the  flletifFs  in 
the  execution  of  their  diltyj  which  was  ac- 
complifhed,  though  with  great  difficulty.^ 
After  this,  Markham,  Penn's  agent,  had  a 
meeting  wath  Lord  Baltimore  at  the  village 
of  Upland,  which  is  now  called  Chefler, 
-wherf^  a  difcovery  was  rriade  by  a  quadrant, 
that  the  place  was  twelve  miles  fouth  of  the 
40th  degree  of  latitude,  a  circumftance  before 
F  F  f  unknown 
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unknown  to  both  parties*  Baltimore  there- 
fore concluded  to  derive  an  advantage  from 
precifion,  whilft  Penn  wiftied  to  avail  him- 
felf  of  uncertainty.  After  Penn's  arrival  in 
America,  he  vifited  Lord  Baltimore,  and  had 
a  conference  with  him  on  the  fubjedt.  An 
account  of  this  conference  taken  in  fhort-- 
hand  by  a  perfon  prefent,  with  a  ftatement 
of  the  matter  in  debate,  were  fent  hy  Lord 
Baltimore  to  England,  and  laid  before  the 
Lords  of  trade  and  plantations  in  April,  16830 
^Upon  which,  letters  were  written  to  both, 
advifing  them  to  come  to  an  amicable  agree- 
ment* This  could  not  be  done  ;  and  there- 
fore, they  both  Vv^ent  to  England,  and  laid 
their  refpeftive  complaints  before  the  Board 
of  Trade.  Baltimore  alleged  that  the  traft  iri 
queftion  was  within  the  limits  of  his  charter, 
and  had  ^ways  been  fo  underftood,  and  his 
claim  allowed  until  difturbed  by  Penn.  The 
words  of  his  charter  were,  "  to  that  part  of 
Delaware  Bay  on  the  north,  which  lies  un- 
der the  40th  degree  of  northerly  latitude 
from  the  equinoctial.**  Penn,  on  the  other 
hand,  affirmed  that  Lord  Bakimpre^§jgtnt^ 
was  of  "  lands  not  inhabited  by  the  fucpdts 
of  any  Chriftian  Prince  ;^  that  the  land  in 

queftion 
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queflion  was  poffeffed  by  the  Dutch  and 
Swedes  prior  to  the  date  of  the  Charter  of 
Maryland  ;  that  a  furrender  having  been 
made  by  the  Dutch  of  this  territory  to  King 
Charles,  in  1664,  the  country  had  ever  fince 
been  in  pofleflion  of  the  Duke  of  York.  The 
Lords  at  feveral  meetings,  having  examined 
the  evidences  on  both  fides,  were  of  opinion 
that  the  lands  bordering  on  the  Delaware  did 
not  belong  to  Lord  Baltimore,  but  to  the 
King.  They  then  proceeded  to  fettle  the 
boundary,  and  on  the  7th  of  November, 
1685,  it  was  determined,  that  ^^for  avoiding 
further  differences,  the  trad:  of  land  lying 
between  the  river  and  bay  of  Delaware,  arid 
the  eaftern  fea,  on  the  one  fide,  and  Chefa- 
peak  Bay  on  the  other  fide,  be  divided  into  ' 
two  equal  parts  by  a  line  from  the  latitude  of 
Cape  Henlopen,  to  the  40th  degree  of  north- 
ern latitude,  and  that  one  half  thereof  lying 
towards  the  Bay  of  Delaware  and  the  eaftern 
fea,  be'  adjudged  to  belong  to  his  Majefty, 
and  that  the  other  half  remain  to  the  Lord 
Baltimore,  as  comprifed  within  his  Charter.'* 
To  this  decifion  Lord  Baltimore  fubmitted, 
happy  that  he  had  loft  no  more,  fince  a  quo 
warranto  had  been  iflued  againft  his  Charter. 
But  the  decifion,  like  many  others,  left  room 

for 
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for  a  farther  controverfy,  which  was  carrie4 
on  by  their  refpedive  fucceiTors  for  above 
half  a  centuryo  The  queftion  was  concern- 
ing the  conftrudtion  of  "  the  40th  degree  of 
latitude,'-  which  Penn's  heirs  contended  was 
the  b egtn fling  znA.  Baltimore's  the  completion 
of  the  40th  degree,  the  diiference  being  fixty- 
nine  miles  and  an  half.* 

The  other  caufe  of  Mr.  Penn's  departure 
for  England  proved  a  fource  of  much  great- 
er vexation,  and  involved  confequences  inju- 
rious to  his  reputation  and  intereft.  His 
concern  for  his  fufFering  brethren  induced 
him  to  ufe  the  intereft  which  he  had  at 
Court  for  their  relief.  He  arrived  in  the 
month  of  Auguft,  and  the  death  of  Charles, 
which  happened  the  next  February,  brought 
to  the  throne  James  11.  under  whom,  when 
Lord  high  Admiral,  Penn's  father  had  com- 
manded, and  who  had  always  maintained  a 
fteady  friendfhip  with  the  fon.  This  fuccet 
fion  rather  increafed  than  diminifhed  his  at- 
tachment to  the  Court ;  but  as  James  openly 
profefled  himfelf  a  Papift,  and  the  prejudices 

■  of- "^'. 

*  For  the  particulars  of  this  ccntroverfy,  and  its  final 
decifion  by  Lord  Chancellor  Hardvv'icke  in  1750,  the 
reader  is  referred  to  Douglas's  Summary,  11.  309,  and 
Vefey's  Reports,  I.  444, 
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of  a  great  part  of  the  nation  againft  him  were 
very  high,  it  was  impoflible  for  his  intimate 
friends  to  efcape  the  imputation  of  being  po- 
pilhly  afFecSted.  Penn  had  before  been  fuf-' 
peded  to  be  a  Jefuit,  and  what  now  contrib- 
uted to  fix  the  ftigma  upon  him  was,  his 
writing  a  book  on  liberty  of  confcience,  a 
darling  principle  at  Court,  and  vindicating 
the  Duke  of  Buckingham,  who  had  written 
on  the  fame  fubjed:,  Another  circumftance 
which  ftrengthened  the  fufpieion  was,  his 
taking  lodgings  at  Renfmgton,  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  the  Court,  and  his  frequent  at- 
tendance there,  to  folicit  the  liberation  of  his 
brethren  who  now  fxlled  the  prifons  of  the 
kingdom. 

He  endeavoured  to  allay  thefe  fufpicions 
by  publilhing  an  addrefs  to  his  brethren,  in 
which  he  refers  to  their  knowledge  of  his 
charadter,  principles  and  writings,  for  eigh- 
teen years  paft,  and  expreffes  his  love  of 
moderation,  and  his  wifh  that  the  nation 
might  not  become  "  barbarous  for  chriftiani- 
ty,  nor  abufe  one  another  for  God's  fake.'* 
But  what  gave  him  the  greateft  pain  Vv^as, 
that  his  worthy  friend  Dodtor  Tillotfon  had 
entertained  the  fame  fufpieion,  and  exprefled 


if 
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it  in  his  converfation*  To  him  he  wrote  atx 
expoftulatory  letter,  and  the  Dodtor  franklj 
owned  to  him  the  ground  of  his  apprehen- 
lion^  which  Penn  fo  fully  removed^  that  Doc- 
tor Tillotfon  candidly  acknowledged  his  mif- 
take,  and  made  it  his  bufmefs  on  all  oecafions 
to  vindicate  Penn's  charaiTter.*  This  ingen- 
uous acknowledgment,  from  a  gentleman  of 
fo  much  information,  and  fo  determined  an 
enemy  to  Popery,  is  one  of  the  beft  evi- 
dences which  can  be  had,  of  Mn  Penn's  in- 
tegrity in  this  refpe£l  ;  but  the  current  of 
popular  prejudice  was  at  that  time  fo  ftrong,^ 
that  it  was  not  in  the  power  of  fo  great  and 
good  a  man  as  Do£lor  Tillotfon  to  turn  it.. 
Had  Mr.  Penn  fallen  in  with  the  difcon- 
tented  part  of  the  nation,  and  encouraged 
the  emigration  of  thofe  who  dreaded  the 
p  confequences  of  King  James's  open  profef- 
fion  of  Popery,  he  might  have  made  large 
additions  to  the  numbers  of  his  colonifls,  and 
greatly  increafed  his  fortune;  but  he  had 
received  fuch  affurances  from  the  King,  of 
his  intention  to  introduce  itniverfal  toleration^ 
that  he  thought  it  his  duty  to  wait  for  the 

enlargement 

*  Thefe  letters  which  do  honour  to  both  the  wi-i'ters, 
are  printed  in  the  firft  volume  of  Penn's  works,  and  in  the 
Biographia  Erittanica  under  the  article  PENN. 
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enlargement  which  his  brethren  muft  experi- 
ence from  the  expedted  event.  His  book  on 
liberty  of  confcience,  addrefled  to  the  King 
and  CouncU,  had  not  been  publifhed  many 
days,  before  the  King  iffued  a  general  pardon^ 
and  inftriidied  the  Judges  of  Affize  on  theif 
refpective  circuits  to  extend  the  benefit  of  it 
to  the  Quakers  in  particular.  In  confe» 
quence  of  this,  about  thirteen  hundred  of 
them,  who  had  been  confined  in  the  prifons, 
were  fet  at  libertyi  This  was  followed  by 
a  declar2.tion  for  liberty  of  ronfcience,  and 
for  fufpending  -the  execution  of  the  penal 
laws  againft  DilTenters,  which  was  an  0Gca« 
fion  of  great  joy  to  all  denominations  of 
them.  The  Quakers,  at  their  next  general 
meeting,  drew  up  an  addrefs  of  thanks  to  the 
King,  which  was  prefented  by  Mr*  Penn. 

The  declaration  of  indulgence,  being  a 
fpecimen  of  that  difpenfing  power,  which  the 
houfe  of  Stuart  were  fond  of  afTuming,  and 
being  evidently  intended  to  favour  the  free 
exercife  of  the  Popifh  religion,  gave  an 
alarm  to  the  nation,  and  caufed  very  fevere 
cenfures  on  thofe,  v/ho  having  felt  the  bene« 
fit  of  it,  had  exprefled  their  gratitude  in 
terms  of  afFedtion  and  refped.  The  Qua- 
kers in  particular  became  very  obnoxious, 

and 


432  P      E      N   .  N. 

and  the  prejudice  agalnft  Penn  as  an  abettor 
of  the  arbitrary  maxims  of  the.  Court,  was 
increafed ;  though  on  a  candid  vievv  of  the 
matter,  tli^ere  is  no  evidence  that  he  fought 
any  thing  more  than  an  impartial  and  univer- 
ial  hberty  of  confcience.* 

It  is  much  to  be  regretted,  that  he  had  not 
taken  this  critical  Opportunity  to  return  to 
Penhfylvania.  His  controverfy  with  Lord 
Baltimore  had'  been  decided  by  the  Council, 
and  his  pacific  principle  ought  to  have  led 
him  to  acquiefce  in  their  determination,  as 
did  his  aatagonift.  He  had  accomplifhed 
his  purpofe  with  regard  to  his  brethren  the 
QuakerSy  who,  being  delivered  from  their 
difficulties,  were  at  liberty  either  to  remain  in 
tlie  kingdom,  or  follow  him  to  Americae 
The  ftat^  of  the  province  was  fuch  a^  to 
require  his  prefence,  and  he  might  a;t  this 
time  have  refumed  his  office,  and  carried  on 

his 

*  "if  an  univerfal  charity,  if  the  afleitlng  an  im- 
partial  liberty  of  confcience,  if  doing  to  others  as  one 
would  be  done  by,  and  an  open  avowing  ai-wi  fteady  prac- 
tifmg  of  thefe  things,  in  all  times,  and  to  all  parties,-  will 
juftly  lay  a  man  under  the  refledion  of  being  a  Jefuit  or 
Papift,  I  muft  not  only  fubmit'to  the  charader,  but  em-? 
brace  it ;  and  I  can  bear  it  with  niore  pleafure  than  it  is 
pofilble  for  them  with  any  juftice  to  give  it  to  me.'*.  -  ^ 
Penn'sLet.  to  Sec.  Popple,  06:.  24,  1688. 


iiis  bufinefs  in  Pennfylvania,  with  the  gfeateft 
probability  of  fpending  the  remainder  of  his 
days  there  in  ufefuliiefs  and  peace. 

The  revolution  which  foori  followed,  pla- 
ced him  in  a  very  difagreeable  fituation.- 
Having  been  a  friend  to  Jaiiies,  he  was  fup- 
pofed  tp  be  an  enemy  to  William.     As  he 
was  walking  one  day  in  White-hall,  he  was 
arretted  and  examined  by  the  Lords  in  Coun- 
cil, before  whom  he  folemnly  declared, "  That 
he  loved  his  country  and  the  Proteftant  re- 
ligion above  his  life,  and  that  he  had  never 
a£te4  againfi  either ;  but  that  King  Jame^_ 
had  been  his  friend  and  his  father's  friend,. 
and  that  he  thought  himfelf  bound  in  jufticd. 
and  gratitude  to  be  a  friend  to  himi"     The^ 
jealous  policy  of  that  day  had  no  eai*  for  fenss. 
timerit^  of  the  heart.     He  was  obliged  to 
find  fecuiities  for  his  appearance  at  the  next 
term,  and  thence  to  the  fucceeding  term,  in 
the  laft  day  of  which,  nothing  having  been 
fpecifically  laid   to  his  charge,  he  was  ac- 
quitted. 

The  next  year  (1690)  he  was  taken  up 
again,  on  fufpicion  of  holding  correfpondence 
wath  the  exiled  King.  The  Lords  requir- 
ing fecurities  for  his  appearance,  he  appealed 

Gog  to 
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to  King  William  in  perfon,  who  was  inclined 
to  acquit  him,but  topleafe  fome  of  the  Coun-^ 
cil,  he  was  for  a  while  held  to  bail  and  then' 
acquitted. 

Soon  after  this,  his  name  Was'inferted  in 
a  proclamation,  wherein  eighteen  Lords  and 
others  were  charged  with  adhering  to  the 
enemies  of  the  kingdom  ;  but  no  evidence 
appearing  againfl:  him,  he  was  a  third  time 
acquitted,  by  the  Court  of  King's  Bench* 

,    Being  now  at  liberty,  he  meditated  21  re- 
ttii-ti  to  Perinfylvania,  and  ptibliflied  propofals 
for  aridther  emigration  of  fettlers.     He  had 
proceeded  fo  far  as  to  obtain  from  the  Sec- 
retary of  State  an  order  for  a  convoy  j  but 
his  voyage  was  prevented  by  a  fourth  accu-- 
fatiori,  on  the  oath  of  a  perfon  whom  the 
Parliament  afterward  declared  at  cheat  and 
impoftor  ;  a  warrant  was  iflued  for  appre- 
hending him,  and  he  narrowly  efcaped  afi 
arrefi,  at  his  return  from  the  funeral  of  his 
friend  George  Fox,  on  the  i6th  of  January, 
i  69 1 .     He  then  thought  it  prudent  to  retire, 
and  accordingly  kept  bimfelf  concealed  for 
two  or  three  years,  during  which  time  he 
employed  himfelf  in  writing  feveral   pieces, 
one  of  which,  entitled  "  Maxims  and  Reflec- 
tions 
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lions  relating  to  the  conduct  of  human 
life,"  being  the  refult  of  much  obfervatioa 
and  experience,  has  been  much  celebrated, 
and  has  paffed  through  feveral  editions. 
In  1693,  by  the  mediation  of  feveral  perfons 
of  rank,  he  was  admitted  to  appear  before 
the  King  in  Council,  where  he  fo  maintain- 
ed his  innocence  of  what  hs^d  be^n  alleged 
^gainft  him,  that  he  was  d^  fourth  time  hon- 
orably acquitted. 

,  The  true  caufe  of  thefe  frequent  fufpicions 
was  the  condudl  of  his  wife ;  who  being 
paffionately  attached  to  the  Queen,  confort 
of  James,  made  a  pradice  to  vifit  her  at  St. 
Germain's  every  year,  and  to  cariy  to  her 
fuch  prefents  as  fhe  could  colledb  from  the 
friends  of  the  unhappy  royal  family. 
Though  there  was  no  political  connexion 
or  correfpondence  between  Penn's  family  and 
the  King's,  yet  this  circumftance  gave  colour 
to  the  jealoufy  which  had  been  conceived  ; 
but  the  death  of  his  wife  which  happened  in 
February,  1694,  put  an  end  to  all  thefe  fuf- 
picions. He  married  a  fecond  wife  in  1696, 
a  daughter  of  Thomas  Callowhill,  of  Briftol, 
by  whom  he  had  four  fons  and  one  daughter,, 

By 
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By  his  cpjitinual  expenfes,  and  by  the  pe* 
euliar  difficulties  to  which  he  had  been  ex- 
pofed,  he  had  run  himfelf  deeply  into  debt 
He  had  loft  ^7000  before  the  revolution^ 
and  ^4000  fince ;  befides  his  paternal  eftate 
in  Ireland,  valued  at  jC^-SO  per  annum.  T© 
repair  his  fortune,  he  requefted  his  friends  in 
Pennfylyania,  that  one  hundred  of  them 
would  lend  him  j^ioo  each,  for  fome  years, 
on  landed  fecurity.  This,  he  faid,  would  en- 
able him  to  return  to  America,  and  bring  a 
large  number  of  inhabitants  with  him.  What 
anfwer  was  given  to  this  requeft,  does  not 
appear,  but  from,  his  remaining  in  England 
fix  or  feven  years  after,  it  may  be  concluded 
^at  he  received  no  encouragement  of  this 
kind  from  them.  The  low  circumftances  df 
the  firft  fettlers,  muft  have  rendered  it  impoC-. 
fMe  To  eomply  with  fuch  a  requeft. 

I^enhfylvania  had  experienced  many  in- 
C^onVeniences  from  his  abfence.  The  Pro- 
yineial  Council  having  no  fteady  hand  to. 
hold  the  balance,  had  fallen  into  a  controvert 
Jy  tefpedting  their  feveral  powers  and  privi^ 
leges,  and  Moore,  one  of  the  proprietary  of* 
ficers,  had  been  impeached  of  high  mifde- 
inea:nor£o     Dlfgufted  v/ith  their  difputes,  and 

-'^ '  "  diffatisfied 
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fdiffatisfied  with  the  Conflitution  which  he 
had  framed  and  altered,  Penn  wrote  to  his 
Commiffioners  (1686)  to  require  its  diflblur 
tion  ^  but  the  Affembly,  perceiving  the  lofs 
of  their  privileges,  and  of  the  rights  of  the 
people  to  be  involved  in  frequent  innovations, 
oppofed  the  furrender.  The  CommifSoners 
themfelves  were  foon  after  removed  by  the 
proprietor,  who  appointed  for  his  Deputy 
John  Blackwell,  an  officer  trained  under 
Cromwell,  and  completely  verfed  in  the  arts 
of  intrigue.  He  began  his  adminiftration  in 
December,  1688,  by  a  difplay  of  the  power 
pf  the  proprietor,  and  by  endeavouring  to 
fow  difcord  among  the  freemen.  UnawecJ 
by  his  infolence,  they  were  firm  in  defence 
of  their  privileges,  whilft  at  the  fame  time 
they  made  a  profeffion  of  peace  and  obedi* 
ence.  He  imprifoned  the  Speaker  of  the 
Affembly  which  had  impeached  Moore,  and 
by  a  variety  of  artifices  evaded  the  granting 
an  Habeas  Corpus.  He  delayed  as  long  as 
poffible  the  meeting  pf  a  new  Affembly ;  and 
when  they  entered  on  the  fubjeft  of  griev* 
ances,  he  prevailed  on  fome  of  the  Members 
to  withdraw  from  their  feats,  that  there  might 
not  be. a  quorum.      The  remainder  voted 

that 
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that  his  condud  was  treacherous,  and  a  ftrong 
prejudice  was  conceived  not  only  againft  the 
Deputy,  but  the  proprietor  who  had  appoint- 
ed him.  The  province  alfo  fell  under  the 
royal  difpleafure.  Their  laws  had  not  been 
prefented  for  approbation,  and  the  new  King 
and  Q^een  were  not  proclaimed  in  Pennfyl- 
vaaia  for  a  long  time  after  their  acceflion  j 
but  the  adminiftration  of  government  was 
continued  in  the  name  of  the  exiled  monarch. 
At  ;what  time  the  alteration  was  made,  we 
cannot  be  certain  ;  but  in  th^  year  1692,  the 
King  and  Queen  took  the  government  of  the 
Colony  into  their  own  hands,  and  appointed 
Col.  Fletcher,  Governor  of  New-York  and 
Pennfylvania,  with  equal  powers  and  pre- 
rogatives in  both,  without  any  reference  to 
the  Charter  of  Pennfylvania. 

It  being  a  time  of  war  between  England 
and  France,  and  the  province  of  New- York 
being  much  expofed  to  the  incurfions  of  the 
Indians  in  the  French  intereft,  the  principal 
objedt  which  Fletcher  had  in  view,  was  to 
procure  fupplies  for  the  defence  of  the  courv? 
try,  and  the  fupport  of  thofe  Indians  who 
v^ere  in  alliance  with  the  Englifh.  The  Af- 
fe>nbly  infilled  on  a  confirmation  of  their 

laws, 
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hws,  as  a  condition  of  their  grantingafupply^ 
to  which  he  confented,  during  the  King's 
pleafiire.  They  would  have  gone  farther^ 
and  demanded  ^  redrefs  of  grievances ;  but 
Fktcher  having  intimated  to  them  that  the 
King  might  probably  annex  them  to  New- 
York,  and  they  knowing  themfelves  unable 
to  maintain  a  controverfy  with  the  Crown, 
fubmitted  for  the  prefent  to  hold  their  liber- 
ties by  courtefy,  and  voted  a  fupply.  On. 
another  application  of  the  fame  kind,  they: 
nominated  Colle<3:ors  in  their  bill,  which  he 
deemed  inconfiftent  with  his  prerogative, 
and  after  fome  altercations  diflblved  them* 

In  1696,  William  Markham,  Deputy-Gov- 
ernor under  Fletcher,  made  a  fimilar  propo-"^ 
fal,  but  could  obtain  no  fupply,  till  an  expe- 
dient was  contrived  to  fave  their  privileges. 
A  temporary  a6t  of  fettlement  was  pafledi^ 
fubjeft  to  the  confirmation  of  the  proprietor;" 
and  then  a  grant  was  made  of  three  hun- 
dred pounds;  but  as  they  had  been  repre- 
fented  by  fome  at  New- York,  as  having  aded^ 
inconfiftently  with  their  principles  in  grant- 
ing money  to  maintain  a  war,  they  appro- 
priated this  grant  to  "  the  relief  of  thrfe 
friendly  Indians  who  had  fufFered  by  the- 
*  '    •  war." 
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war."  The  requefl  was  repeated  every 
year,  as  long  as  the  war  continued  ;  but  the 
infancy,  poverty,  atrid  embarraffments  of  the 
province^  were  alleged  for  non-compliance. 
The  peace  of  Ryfwick,  in  1 698^  put  an  end 
to  thefe  requifitions. 

Thus  the  province  of  Pennfylvania,  as 
well  as  its  i)ropriet6r,  experienced  many  in- 
cotiveniences  during  their  long  fepafation  of 
fiiteeh  years ;  and  it  is  foiiiewhat  fingular  to 
remarlc,  that  whilft  they  were  employed  in  an 
inefFeftual  ftruggle  with  the  royal  Governor 
and  his  Deputy ;  he,  ivhotn  MoritefquieU 
ftyles  the  American  Lycurgus,  was  engaged 
in  his  darling  work  of  religious  controverfy 
and  of  itinerant  preaching  through  England, 
Wales,  and  Ireland. 

In  Auguft,  i  699,  he  embarked  ivith  his 
family^  aiid  after  a  tedious  paflage  of  three 
months,  arrived  in  Pennfylvania.  By  reafoti 
of  this  long  voyage,  they  efcaped  a  peftilen- 
tial  diftemper,  which  during  that  time  raged 
in  the  Colony. 

He  did  riot  find  the  people  fo  tradable  as 
before.  Their  minds  were  foured  by  his 
long  abfence,  by  the  condu£b  of  his  Deputies 
and  the  royal  Governors;  their  fyftem  of 

laws 
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laws  was  incomplete,  and  their  title  to  their 
lands  infecure.  After  much  time  fpent  in 
trying  their  tempers  and  penetrating  their 
views,  he  found  it  moft  advifeable  to  liften 
to  their  remonftrances.  Five  feflions  of  AC- 
fembly  -were  held  during  his  fscond  reiir 
dence  with  them ;  his  expreffions  in  his  pub^ 
lie  fpeeches  were  foothing  and  captivatijig^ 
and  he  promifed  to  do  every  thing  in  his 
power  to  render  them  happy.  They  requeft- 
ed  of  him  that,  in  cafe  of  his  future  abfenc^, 
he  would  appoint  for  his  Deputies  men  of 
iiitegrity  and  property^  who  fhould  be  inveft- 
ed  with  full  powers  to  grant  and  confirip. 
lands,  and  inftradted  to  give  true  meafure ; 
and  that  he  would  execute  fuch  an  iaftru^ 
ment  as  would  fecure  their  privileges  and 
pofleffions.  To  thefe  requefts  he  feemed  to 
confent,  and  with  the  moft  flattering  complatr: 
fance  defired  them  to  name  a  perfon  for  hi^ 
fubftitute,  which  they  with  equal  pplitenefe 
declined. 

In  May,  i  yoo,  the  Charter  was  Surrender- 
ed by  fix  parts  in  feven  of  the  Affembly,  un- 
der a  folemn  promife  of  reftitution  with  fuch 
alterations  and  amendments  as  ihould  be: 
found  ne^eQary.  Wheii  ^  n€w  -Charter  wa.3 
Hah  in   • 
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in  debate,  the  reprefentatives  of  the  Icrwer 
counties  wanted  to  obtain  fome  privil-eges 
peculiar  to  themfelves,  which  the  others 
were  not  willing  to  allow.  The  members 
from  the  territory  therefore  refufed  to  join, 
and  thus  a  feparation  was  made  of  the  Prov-^ 
iiice  of  Pennfylvania  from  the  three  lower 
counties. 

In  this  new  Charter,  the  people  had  fio 
Toice  in  the  election  of  Counfellors  ;  who- 
ever afterwards  ferved  in  this  capacity  were 
appointed  by  the  proprietor,  but  they  had 
no  power  of  legiflation.  The  executive 
%as  veiled  folely  in  him,  and  he  had  a  nega- 
tive on  all  their  laws.  On  the  other  hand, 
the  Affembly  had  the  right  of  originating 
laws,  which  before  had  been  prepared  for 
their  deliberatiom.  The  number  of  mem- 
bers was  four  from  each  county,  and  more 
if  the  Governor  and  Affembly  fliould  agree. 
They  were  invefted  with  all  the  powers  of  a 
legiflative  body,  according  to  the  rights  of 
Englifh  fubjed^s  and  the  practice  of  other 
American  Colonies.  The  privileges  before 
granted  were  confirmed,  and  fome  of  their 
moft  falutary  laws  were  included  in  the  body 
of  the    Charter  ;    all   which  were   declar-^ 
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ed  irrevocable,  except  by  confent  of  fix  fev- 
enths  of  the  Affembly  with  the  Governor; 
but  the  claufe  refpeding  liberty  of  confcience  - 
was  declared  abfolutely  irrevocable.  Apro- 
vifional  article  wsls  added,  that  if  in  three 
years,  the  reprefentatives  of  the  province 
and  territories  fhould  not  join  in  legiflation, 
each  county  of  the  province  might  choofe 
eight  perfons,  and  the  city  of  Philadelphia 
two,  to  reprefent  them  in  one  Affembly,  and 
each  county  of  the  territory  the  fame  num- 
ber to  conftitute  another  Affembly.  On 
the  28th  of  Odtober,  1701,  this  Charter  was 
accepted  by  the  reprefentatives  of  the  prov- 
ince 5  previous  to  which  (viz.  on  the  25th) 
the  city  of  Philadelphia  was  incorporated  by 
another  Charter,  and  the  government  of  it 
committed  to  a  Mayor  and  Recorder,  eight 
Aldermen  and  twelve  Common  Councilmen. 
The  perfons  in  each  of  thefe  offices  were 
appointed  by  name  in  the  Charter,  who  were 
empowered  to  choofe  fucceffors  to  themfelves 
annually,  and  to  add  to  the  number  of  Al- 
dermen and  Common  Councilmen  fo  many 
of  the  freemen  as  the  whole  Court  fhould 
think    proper.  . 

Thefe  two  Charters   were   the  laii:  public 
ads  of  Mr.  Penn's  perfonal  adrainiftration  in 
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444  PEN     N. 

Fennfylvania.  They  were  done  in  hafte^ 
aiid  while  he  v^as  preparing  to  re-embark  fot 
England,  which  he  did  immediately  on  fign- 
ing  them.  The  caufe  of  his  fudden  depart- 
ure was  an  account  which  he  had  received^ 
that  a  bill  was  about  to  be  brought  into  Par- 
liament, for  reducing  the  proprietary  and 
chartered  governments  to  art  immediate  de- 
pendence on  the  Crow^n.  In  his  fpeech  to 
the  Afiembly,  he  intimated  his  intention  to 
return  and  fettle  among  them  with  his  fami- 
ly ;  but  this  proved  to  be  his  laft  vifit  to 
America.  He  failed  from  Philadelphia  in 
the  end  of  Ofiober,  and  arrived  in  England 
about  the  middle  of  December,  1701.  The 
bill  in  Parliament,  v/hich  had  fo  greatly 
alarmed  him,  was  by  the  folicitation  of  the 
friends  of  the  Colonies  poftponed  and  finally 
loft.  In  about  two  months,  King  William 
died,  and  Queen  Anne  came  to  the  throne^ 
which  brought  Penn  again  into  favour  at 
Court,  and  in  the  nam^e  of  the  fociety,  of 
which  he  was  at  the  head,  he  prefented  to 
her  an  addrefs  of  congratulation.  . 

He  then  refumed  his  favourite  employ- 
ment of  v^rlting,  preaching,  and  vifiting  the 
focieties  of  Friends  in  England,  till  the  year 

1707, 
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1707,  when  he  found  hhnfelf  involved  in  a 
fuit  at  law  with  the  executors  of  a  perfon 
who  had  formerly  been  his  fteward.  The 
caufe  was  attended  with  fuch  circumftances, 
that  though  many  thought  him  ill  ufed,  the 
Court  of  Chancery  did  not  give  him  relief; 
which  obliged  him  to  live  v/ithin  the  rules  of 
the  fleet  prifon  for  about  a  year,  till  the  mat- 
ter was  accommodated.  After  this  he  made 
another  circuitous  journey  among  his  friends, 
and  in  the  year  1710  took  a  handfome  feat 
at  Ruihcombe  in  Buckinghamfhire,  where 
he  refided  during  the  remainder  of  his  Iife» 
At  his  departure  from  Philadelphia,  he  left 
for  his  Deputy,  Andrew  Hamilton,  whofe 
principal  bufmefs  was  to  endeavour  a  re- 
union of  the  province,  and  territory,  which 
being  inefFe£l:ual,  the  province  claimed  the 
privilege  of  a  diftindl:  Aflembly. 

On  Mn  Hamilton's  death,  John  Evans 
was  appointed  in  1704  to  fucceed  him.  His 
adminiftration  was  one  unvaried  fcene  of 
controverfy  and  uneafmefs.  The  territory- 
would  have  received  the  Charter,  and  the 
Governor  warmly  recommended  an  union, 
but  the  province  Vv'ould  not  hearken  to  the 
meafure.     They  drew  up  a  ilatement  of  their 
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grievances,  and  tranfmitted  to  the  Proprietor 
a  long  and  bitter  remonftrance,  in  which 
they  charge  him  with  not  performing  his 
promifes,  but  by  deep  laid  artifices  evading 
them  5  and  with  neglecting  to  get  their  laws 
confirmed,  though  he  had  received  great 
fums  of  money  to  negociate  the  bufinefs. 
They  took  a  retrofpedive  view  of  his  whole 
condud,  and  particularly  blamed  his  long  ab- 
fence  from  1684  to  1699,  during  which  the 
intereft  of  the  province  was  finking,  which 
might  have  been  much  advanced,  if  he  had 
come  over  according  to  his  repeated  prom- 
ifes. They  complained  that  he  had  not  af- 
fixed his  feal  to  the  laft  Charter ;  that  he 
had  ordered  his  Deputy  to  call  Affemblies  by 
his  writs,  and  to  prorogue  and  diffolve  them 
at  his  pleafure  ;  that  he  had  referved  to  him- 
felf,  though  in  England,  an  affent  to  bills 
paffed  by  his  Deputy,  by  which  means  three 
negatives  were  put  on  their  adls,  one  by  the 
Deputy-Governor,  another  by  the  Proprietor, 
and  a  third  by  the  Crown.  They  alfo  ad- 
ded to  their  lift  of  grievances,  the  abufes  and 
extortions  of  the  Secretary,  Surveyor,  and  oth- 
er officers,  which  might  have  been  prevented 
if  he  had  paiTed  a  bill  propofed  by  the  Aflem- 
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ily,  in  1 70 1,  for  regulating  fees  ;  the  'vvant 
of  an  eftabliihed  judicature  between  him  and 
the  people,  for  the  Judges  being  appointed  by 
him,  could  not  in  that  cafe  be  confidered  as 
independent  and  unbiaffed  ;  the  impofition  of 
quit-rents  on  the  city  lots,  and  leaving  the 
ground  on  v/hich  the  city  was  built,  encum- 
bered with  the  claim  of  its  firfl:  pofTefTors  the 
Swedes. 

The  language  of  this  remohftrance  was 
plain  and  unreferved  ;  but  the  mode  of  their 
condu£ting  it,  was  attended  with  a  degree  of 
prudence  and  delicacy  which  is  not  common-^ 
ly  obferved  by  public  bodies  of  men  in  fuch 
circumftances.  They  fent  it  to  him  privatelyj 
by  a  confidential  perfon,  and  refufed  to  give 
any  copy  of  it,  though  ftrongly  urged.  They 
were  willing  to  reclaim  the  proprietor  to  a 
due  fenfe  of  his  obligations,  but  were  equal- 
ly unwilling  to  expofe  him.  They  had  al- 
fo  fome  concern  for  themfelves  ;  for  if  it  had 
been  publickly  known,  that  they  had  fuch  ob- 
jections to  his  condud:,  the  breach  might 
have  been  fo  widened  as  to  difTolve  the  rela* 
tion  between  them  ;  in  which  cafe  certain 
inconveniences  might  have  arifen  refpeding 
oaths  and  militia  laws,  which  would  not  have 

been 
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been  pleafiiig  to  an  Aflembly  cpnfifting  chief* 
Ij  of  Quakers, 

Three  years  after,  (viz.  in  1 707)  they  fent 
him  another  remonftrance,  in  which  they 
complained  that  the  grievance  before  men- 
tioned,  was  not  redrefled  ;  and  they  add- 
ed to  the  catalogue,  articles  of  impeachment 
againft  Logan  the  Secretary^  and  Evans  the 
Deputy-Governor.  The  latter  was  remov- 
ed from  his  office,  and  vvras  fucceeded  by 
Gookin  in  17095  and  he  by  Sir  WilUam 
Keith  in  1717  ;  but  Logan  held  his  place  of 
Secretary,  and  was  in  fad;  the  prime  minifter 
and  mover  in  behalf  of  the  proprietor,  though 
extremely  obnoxious  to  the  people. 

Thefe  Deputy-Governors  were  dependent 
on  the  proprietor  for  their  appointment,  and 
on  the  people  for  their  fupport ;  if  they  dif- 
plcafed  the  former,  they  were  recalled,  if  the 
latter,  their  allowance  was  withheld ;  and  it 
was  next  to  impoffible  to  keep  on  good  terms 
with  both.  Such  an  appointment  could  be 
accepted  by  none  but  indigent  perfons,  and 
could  be  reliflied  by  none  but  thofe  who  were 
fond  of  perpetual  controverfy. 

To  return  to  the  proprietor.  His  infirm- 
ities and  misfortunes  increafed  with  his  age, 

and 
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and  unfitted  him  for  the  exercife  of  his  be- 
loved work.  In  171 1,  he  dictated  a  preface 
to  the  journal  of  his  old  friend  John  Banks, 
which  was  his  laft  printed  work.  The  next 
year  he  was  feized  with  a  paralytic  diforder, 
which  impaired  his  memory.  For  three  fuc- 
ceeding  years  he  continued  in  a  ftate  of  great 
debility,  but  attended  the  meeting  of  Friends 
at  Reading,  as  long  as  he  was  able  to  ride  in 
his  chariot,  and  fometimes  fpake  fhort  and 
weighty  fentences,  being  incapable  of  pro- 
liouncing  a  long  difcourfe.  Approaching 
by  gradual  decay  to  the  clofe  of  life,  he  died 
on  the  30th  of  July,  171 8,  in  the  74th  year 
of  his  age,  and  was  buried  in  his  family  tomb 
at  Jordan's  in  Buckinghamftiire. 

Notwithftanding  his  large  paternal  inher» 
itance,  and  the  great  opportunities  which  he 
enjoyed  of  accumulating  property  by  his 
connexion  with  America,  his  latter  days  were 
pafled  in  a  ftate  far  from  affluent.  He  was 
continually  fubjed  to  the  importunity  of  his 
creditors,  and  obliged  to  mortgage  his  eftate. 
He  was  on  the  point  of  furrendering  his 
province  to  the  Grown  for  a  valuable  confid- 
eration,  to  extricate  himfelf  from  debt.     The 

inftrument 
Ii  i 
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inftrument  was  preparing  for  his  fignature^ 
but  his  death,  which  happened  rather  unex- 
pectedly, prevented  the  execution  of  it ;  and 
thus  his  province  in  America  defcended  to 
his  pofterity,  who  held  it  till  the  Revolu- 
tion, 
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Mr.  WiNSLow's  Account.  ^ />^^  Natives 
of  New-England,  annexed  to  his  Narrative 
of  the  Plantations*  A.  D.  1624,  [Purchas, 
IV.  1867.] 

jHl  few  things  I  thought  meet  to  add  hereunto, 
which  I  have  obferved  amongft  the  Indians ;  both  touching 
their  religion  and  fundry   other   cuftoms    among   them. 
And  firft,  whereas  myfelf  and  others,  in  former  letters, 
(which  came  to  the  prefs  againft  my  will  and  knowledge) 
wrote  that  the  Indians  about  us  are  a  people  without  any 
religion,  or  knowledge  of  any  God  ;  therein  I  erred,  though 
we  could  then  gather  no  better  ;    for  as  they  conceive  of 
many  divine  powers,  fo  of  one,  whom  they  call  Kiehtany* 
to  be  the  principal  maker  of  aU  the  reft  j   and  to  be  made 
by  none.     He,  they  fay,  created  the  heavens,  earth,  fea  and 
all  creatures  contained  therein.     Alfo  that  he  made  one 
man  and  one  woman,  of  whom  they  and  we  and  all  man- 
kind came  5   but  how  they  became  fo  far  difperfed,  that 
they  know  not.     At  firft,  they  fay,  there  was  no  Sachem 
or  King,  but  Kiehtan,  who  dwelleth  above  the  heavens, 
whither  all  good  men  go  when  they  die,  to  fee  their  friends, 
and  have  their  fill  of  all  things.     This  his  habitation  lieth 
weft  ward  in  the  heavens,  they  fay  ;  thither  the  bad  men 
go  alfo,  and  knock  at  his  door,  but  he  bids  them  quachet, 
that  is  to  fay,  walk  abroad,  for  there  is  no  place  for  fuch  ; 
fo  that  they  wander  in  reftlefs  want  and  penury.     Never 
man  faw  this  Kiehtan,  only  old  men  tell  them  of  him,  and 
bid  them  tell  their  children,  yea  charge  them  to  teach  their 

pofterities 

*  The  meaning  of  the  word  Kiehtan  hath  reference  to  antiquity, 
for  ckife  is  an  ol4  man,  and  Kleh-chife  a  man  that  exceedcth  in  age. 
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pofterities  the  fame,  and  lay  the  like  charge  upon  them. 
This  power  they  acknowledge  to  be  good  ;  and  vrhen  they 
would  obtain  any  great  matter,  meet  together  and  cry  un- 
to him  ;  and  fo  likewife  for  plenty,  viftory,  &c.  fmg,  dance, 
feaft,  give  thanks,  and  hang  up  garlands  and  other  things 
in  memory  of  tlie  fame. 

Another  power  they  worfiiip,  whom  they  call  Hohhamockf, 
a.nd  to   the   northward  of  us,  Hohhamoqul ;   this,   as  far  as. 
we  can  conceive,  is  the  devil.     Kim  they  call  upon,  to  cure 
their   wounds  and  difeafes.     When  they  are   curable,  he 
perfaades  them  he  fends  the  fame,  for  fome  conceived  an- 
ger againft  them  ;    but  upon  their  calling  upon  him,   can 
and  doth  help  them  ;    but  when  they  are  mortal  and  not- 
curable  in  nature,  then  he  perfuades  them  Kiehtan  is  an- 
gry, and  fends  them,  whom  none  can  cure  ;  infomuch  as 
in  that  refped:  only  they  fomewhat  doubt  whether  he  be 
firaply  good,  and  therefore  in  ficknefs  never  call  upon  him. 
This  Hohbamock  appears  m  fundry  forms  unto   them,   as 
in  the  ftiape  of  a  man,  a  deer,  a  fawn,  an  eagle,  &c.  but 
mofl:  ordinarily  a  fnake.     He  appears  not  to  all,  but  the 
chiefeft  and   moft  judicious  among  them  ;  though  all  of 
them  ftrive  to  attain  to  that  hellifh  height  of  honour.     He 
appears  mofl:  ordinary,   and  is  moft  converfant  with  three 
forts  of  people  :   one,  I  confefs  I  neither  know  by  name  or- 
office  directly  ;   of  thefe  they  have  few,  but  efteem  highly 
of  them,  and  think  no  weapon  can  kill  them  ;  another  they 
call  by  the  nama  of  Poivah,  and  the  third  Pajiiefe. 

The  office  and  duty  of  the  Powah  is  to  be  exercifed 
principally  in  calling  upon  the  devil,  and  curing  difeafes  of 
the  fick  or  wounded.  The  common  people  join  v.-ith  them 
in  the  exercife  of  invocation,  but  do  but  only  afient,  or  as 
we  term  it,  fay  Amen  to  that  he  faith  ;  yet  fometime 
break  out  into  a  fhort  m.uncal  note  with  him.  The  Powah 
is  eager  and  free  in  fpeech,  fierce  in  ccuntenance,  and  join- 
eth  many  antic  and  laborious  geftures  with  the  fame,  over 
the  party  difeafed.  If  the  party  be  wounded,  he  will  alfc 
leem  to  fuck  the  vround  ;  but  if  they  be  curable,  (as  they 
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•fey)  he  toucheth  it  not,  but  a  fliooke,  that  is  the  fnake,  or 
Wobfacuck,  that  is  the  eagle,  fitteth  on  the  fhoulder,  and 
licks  the  fame.  This  none  fee  but  the  Powah,  who  tejls 
them  he  doth  it  himfeh'".  If  the  party  be  otherwife  difeaf- 
ed,  it  is  accounted  fufficient  if  in  any  fnape  he  but  come 
into  the  houfe,  taking  it  for  an  undoubted  fign  of  recoveryo 

And  as  in  former  ages  Apollo  had  his  temple  at  Delphosj 
and  Diana  at  Ephefus,  fo  have  I  heard  them  call  upon 
fome  as  if  they  had  their  refidence  in  fome  certain  places, 
or  becaufe  they  appeared  in  thofe  formes  in  the  fame.  Ii^ 
the  Powah's  fpeech,  he  promlfeth  to  facrifice  many  ilcins 
of  beafts,  kettles,  hatchets,  beads,  knives,  and  other  the 
beft  things  they  have  to  the  fiend,  if  he  will  come  to  help 
the  party  difeafed  ;  but  whether  they  perform  it  I  know 
not.  The  other  practices  I  have  feen,  being  neceiTarily 
called  fometimes  to  be  with  their  iick,  and  have  ufed  the 
beft  arguments  I  could  to  make  them  underftand  againfl 
the  fame.  They  have  told  me  T  fhould  fee  the  devil  at 
i^ofe  times  come  to  the  party ;  but  I  affiired  myfelf  and 
them  of  the  contrary,  which  fo  proved  ;  yea,  themfelves 
have  confefTed  they  never  faw  him  when  any  of  us  were 
prefent.  In  defperate  and  extraordinary  hard  travail  in 
child-birth,  when  the  party  cannot  be  delivered  by  the  or- 
dinary means,  they  fend  for  this  Powah  ;  though  ordma- 
yily  their  travail  is  not  fo  extreme  as  in  other  parts  of  the 
world,  they  being  of  a  more  hardy  nature  ;  for  on  the 
third  day  after  child-birth,  I  have  feen  the  mother  with  the 
infant,  upon  a  fmall  occafion,  in  cold  weather,  in  a  boat 
upon  the  fea. 

Many  facrifices  the  Indians  ufe,  and  in  fome  cafes  they 
kill  children.  It  feemeth  they  are  various  in  their  reli- 
gious worfhip  in  a  little  diftance,  and  grow  more  and 
more  cold  in  their  worfhip  to  Kiehtan  :  faying,  in  their 
mem.ory,  he  was  much  more  called  upon.  The  Narohig- 
ganfets  exceed  in  their  blind  devotion,  and  have  a  great 
fpacious  houfe,  wherein  only  fome  few  (that  are,  as  we 
jSiay  term  them,  Pricfts)  come :  thither,  at  certain  known 
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times,  refort  all  their  people,  and  oiter  almoH:  5II  the  riches 
tliey  have  to  their  gods,  as  kettles,  fkins,  hatchets,  beads, 
kiiives,  &c.  all  which  are  caft  by  the  priefts  into  a  great 
fire  tliat  they  make  in  the  midft  of  the  houfe,  and  there 
eonfumed  to  afhes.  To  this  oiFering  every  man  bringeth 
freely  ;  and  the  more  he  is  known  to  bring,  hath  the  bet- 
ter elleem  of  all  men.  This,  the  other  Indians  about  us 
approve  of  as  good,  and  wilh  their  Sachems  would  ap- 
point the  like  ;  and  becaufe  the  plague  has  not  reigned  at 
l^arohigganfet  as  at  other  places  about  them,  they  attrib- 
lite  to  this  cuftom  there  ufed. 

The  Paniefes  are  men  of  great  courage  and  wifdom,  and 
^0  thefe  alfo  the  devil  appeareth  more  familiarly  than  to 
others,  and  as  we  concei^^,  maketh  covenant  with  them 
to  prefcrve  them  from  dc^th^  by  wounds  with  arrows, 
^ives,  hatchets,  &c.  or  at  leaft  both  themfelves  and  ef^ 
pecially  the  people  think  themfelves  to  be  freed  from  the 
feme.     And  though  againft  their  battles  all  of  them  by 
painting,  disfigure  themfelves,  yet  they  are  known  by  tlieir 
courage  and  boldnefs,  by  reafon  whereof  one  of  them  will 
chafe  almoft  an  hundred  men  ;   for  they  account  it  deaths 
for  whomfoever  ftand  in  their  way.     Thefe  are  highly 
efteemed  of  all  forts  of  people,  and  are  of  the  Sachems  eoun- 
felj  without  whom  they  will  not  war,^  or  undertake  any 
weighty  bufmefs.     In  war  their  Sachems,  for  their  more 
fafety,  go  in  the  midft  of  them.     They  are  commonly 
men  of  great  ftature  and  ftrength,  and  fuch  as  will  endure 
moft  hardnefs,  and  yet  are  more  difcreet,  courteous  and 
humane  in  their  carriages  than  any  amongft  them,  fcorn- 
ing  theft,  lying,    and  the    like  bafe  dealings,  and  ftand 
as  much  upon  their  reputation  as  any  men.     And  to  the 
end  they  may  have  (lore  of  thefe,  they  train  up  the  moR 
iorv/ard  and  likelieft  boys,  from  their  childhood,  in  great 
hardnefs,  and  make  them  abftain  from   dainty  meat,   ob- 
fer^ang  divers  orders   prefcribed,   to  the  end  that  when 
they  are  of  age,  the  devil  may  appear  to  them,  cauling 
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to  drink  the  juice  of  Tentrj  and  other  titter  herbs,  till  they 
caft,  which  they  muft  difgorge  into  the  platter,  and  drink 
again  and  again,  till  at  length  through  extraordinary  pref^ 
fing  of  nature  it  will  feem  to  be  all  blood  ;  and  tliis  th* 
boys  will  do  v/ith  eagerriefs  at  the  firft,  and  fo  continue 
till  by  reafoh  of  faintnefs,  they  can  fcarce  Hand  on  their 
legs,  and  then  muft  go  forth  into  the  cold  :  alfo  they  beat 
their  fhins  with  fticks,  and  caufe  them  to  run  through  buih- 
€s  and  ftumps  and  brambles,  to  make  them  hardy  and 
acceptable  to  the  devil,  that  in  time  he  may  appear  unto 
them. 

Their  Sacheins  cannot  be  all  called  Kings,  but  only 
fome  few  of  them,  to  whom  the  reft  refort  for  prote<Etion 
and  pay  homage  unto  them  ;  neither  may  they  war  with- 
out their  knowledge  and  approbation  ;  yet  to  be  com- 
manded by  the  greater,  as  occafion  feemeth.  Of  this  fort 
is  Majfajfo'wat  our  friend,  and  Conanacus  of  Narohigganfet 
our  fuppofed  enemy.  Every  Sachem  taketh  care  of  the 
widow  and  fatherlefs,  alfo  for  fuch  as  are  aged  and  any 
ivay  maimed,  if  their  friends  be  dead,  or  not  able  to  pro- 
vide for  them.  A  Sachem  will  not  take  any  to  wife  but 
fuch  an  one  as  is  equal  to  him  in  birth ;  otherwife,  they 
fay  their  {ttd.  would  in  time  beccine  ignoble  ;  and  tliougfe 
they  have  many  other  wives,  yet  are  they  no  other  than 
concubines  or  fervants,  and  yield  a  kind  of  obedience  to 
the  principal,  who  ordereth  the  family  and  thehi  in  it. 
The  like  their  inen  obferve  alfo,  and  will  adhere  to  the  firft 
during  their  lives ;  but  put  away  the  other  at  their  pleaf- 
ure.  This  government  is  fucceflive  and  not  by  choice  ;  if 
the  father  die  before  the  fon  or  daughter  be  of  ag^,  then 
then  the  child  is  committed  to  the  protection  and  tuition 
of  fome  one  amongft  them,  who  ruleth  in  his  ftead  till  he 
i)e  of  age,  but  when  that  is  I  know  not. 

Every  Sachem  knoweth  how  far  the  bounds  and  limits 
of  his  own  country  extendeth  ;  and  that  is  his  own  proper 
inheritance  ;  out  of  that,  if  any  of  his  men  defire  land  te 
fet  their  conx^  he  giveth  them  as  much  as  they  can  ufe,  and 
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fets  them  in  tli^ir  bounds.  In  this  circuit,  whoever  hunt- 
eth,  if  any  kill  venifon,  they  bring  him  his  fee  f  which  is 
four  parts  ot  the  fame,  if  it  be  killed  on  land,  but  if  in  the 
"water,  then  the  Ikin  thereof.  The  Great  Sachems  or 
ivines  know  not  their  own  bounds  or  limits  of  land,  as 
well  as  the  reft.  All  travelers  or  ftrangers  for  the  moft 
part  lodge  at  tlie  Sacherrf'Si  When  they  come,  they  tell 
them  how  long  they  will  ftay  and  to  what  place  they  go  ; 
during  which  time  they  receive  entertainment,  according 
to  their  perfons,  but  want  not.  Once  a  year  the  Paniefes 
tife  to  provoke  the  people  to  beftow  much  corn  on  the  Sa- 
chem. To  that  end,  they  appoint  a  certain  time  and  place, 
hear  the  Sachem's  dwelling,  where  the  people  bring  many 
t^alkets  of  com  and  make  a  great  ftack  thereof.  There 
the  Paniefes  Hand  ready  to  give  thanks  to  the  people,  oh 
the  Sachem's  behalf ;  and  after  acquaint  the  Sachem 
therewith,  who  fetcheth  the  fame  and  is  no  lefs  thankful, 
beftowing  many  gifts  on  them. 

When  any  are  vilited  with  ficknefs,  their  friends  refort 
unto  them  for  their  comfort,  and  continue  with  them  often- 
times till  their  death  or  recovery.  If  they  die,  they  ftay 
a  certain  time  to  mourn  for  them.  Night  and  morning 
they  perform  this  duty,  many  days  after  the  burial,  in  ;i 
moft  doleful  manner,  infomuch  as  though  it  be  ordinary 
and  the  note  mufical  which  they  take  from  one  another- 
and  altogether  ;  yet  it  will  draw  tears  from  their  eyes  and 
almoft  from  ours  alfo.  But  if  they  recover,  then  b^caufe 
their  ficknefs  was  chargeable,  they  fend  corn  and  other 
gifts  unto  them,  at  a  certain  appointed  time,  whereat  they 
feaft  and  dance,  which  they  call  comnioro.  When  they 
bury  the  dead,  they  fow  up  the  corpfe  in  a  mat,  and  fo  put 
it  in  the  earth  ;  if  the  party  be  a  Sachem,  they  cover  him 
with  many  curious  mats,  and  bury  all  his  riches  with  him, 
and  enclofe  the  grave  with  a  pale.  If  it  be  a  child,  the 
father  will  alfo  put  his  own  moft  fvecial  jewels  and  orna- 
ments in  the  earth  with  it ;  alfo  he  will  cut  his  hair,  and 
disfigure  himfelf  v«:y  much  in  tpken  of  f9rrQw.     If  it  be 
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t^e  man  or  woman  of  the  honfe  ;  they  will  pull  down  the 
matts,  and  leave  the  frame  Handing,  and  bury  them  in 
OF  near  the  fame,  and  eitlier  remove  their  dwelling  or  give 
over  houfe-kceping; 

The  men  employ  themfelves  wholly  in  hunting,  and 
other  exercifes  of  the  How,  except  at  fome  times  they  take 
fome  pains  in  fifhlng.  The  women  live  a  rnoft  flavifh 
life  ;  they  carry  all  their  burdens  ;  fet  and  drefs  their  com, 
gather  it  in,  and  feek  out  fof  much  of  their  food  ;  beat  and 
make  ready  the  co::n  to  eat,  and  have  all  hoiifehold  care 
lying  upon  them. 

The  younger  fort  reverence  the  elder,  ^nd  do  all  mean 
offices,  vvhilft  they  are  together,  although  they  be  flran- 
gers.  Boys  and  girls  may  not  wear  their  hair  like  men 
ind  women,  but  are  diftinguiflied  thereby. 

A  man  is  not  accounted  a  man  till  Ke  do  fome  notable 
ad,  or  fliew  forth  fuch"  courage  and  refolntion  as  becom- 
eth  his  place.  The  men  take  much  tobacco,  but  for  boys 
fo  to  do,  they  account  it  odious. 

All  their  names  are  fignificant  and  variable  ;  for  when 
they  come  to  the  date  of  tneh  and  vv-omen,  they  alter  them 
according  to  their  deeds  or  difpoiltions.. 

When  a  maid  is  taken  in  marriage,  fhe  firft  cuttetii  her. 
hair,  and  after  weafeth  a  covering  on  her  head,  till  her 
hair  be  grown  but.  Their  women  are  drverfely  difpofed, 
fome  as  modeft,  as  they  will  fcarce  talk  one  with  another 
in  the  company  of  men  ;  bemg  very  chafte  alfo  r  yet  oth- 
er fome  are  light,  lafcivious  a:nd  wanton.  If  a  woman 
have  a  bad  huTband,  or  can-not  affe(5t  him,  and  there  be 
war  or  oppofitlon  between  that  and  any  other  people,  (lie 
will  run  away  from  him  to  the  contrary  party,  and  there 
live,  where  they  never  come  unwelcome  ;  for  -luL^rs  are 
mofi  "jjomen  there  is  greatejl  plerJy. 

When  a  wom.an  hath  her  monthly  terms,  flie  feparateth 
herfelf  from  all  other  company^  and  liveth  certain  days  ii> 
£  hcufe  alone  ;  after  which,  fhe  wafheth  herfelf,  and  all 
K  K  k  that 
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that  flie  hath  touched  or  ufed,  and  Is  again  received  to  her 
hafband's  bed  or  family.  For  adultery,  the  hufband  will 
beat  his  wife  and  put  her  away,  if  he  pleafe.  Senile  com- 
mon ihumpets  there  are,  as  v/ell  as  in  other  places  ;  but 
they  are  fuch  as  either  never  married,  or  widows,  or  put 
away  for  adultery  ;  for  no  man  will  keep  fuch  a  one  to- 
\7ife.  . 

In  matters  o£  unjuil-and  diihonefl  dealing,  the  Sachem 
examineth  and  punilhcth  the  fame.  In  cafe  of  theft,  for 
the  firft  offence,  he  is  difgracefully  rebuked  ;  for  the  fee- 
ond,  beaten  by  the  Sachem,  with  a  cudgel  on  the  naked 
back  ;  for  the  third,-  he  is  beaten  with  many  llrokes,  and 
Kath  his  nofe  flit  upwards,  that  thereby  all  men  may  know 
and  fhunhim.  If  any  man  kill  another,  he  muft  likewlfe 
die  for  the  fame.  The  Sachem  not  only  paiTeth  fentence 
Upon  malefaclcrs,  but  executeth  the  iame  with  his  own 
bands,  if  the  party  be  then  prefent ;  if  not,  fendeth  his 
own  knife  in  cafe  of  deatii,  in  the  hands  of  others  to  per- 
form the  fame.  But  if  the  offender  be,  to  receive  other 
pimifhment,  he  will  not  receive  the  fame  but  frorh  the  Sa- 
chem himfelf,  before  whom,  being  naked,  he  kneeleth,  and 
will  not  offer  to  run  away,  though  he  beat  him  never  fo 
ihtich,  it  being  a  greater  difparagement  for  a  man  to  cry 
during  the  time  of  his  corredion,  than  is  his  offence  and 
punifnm^nt;- 

As  for  their' apparel,  they- wear  breeches'  and' ftockings" 
in' One,  like  foihe  Irifh,  which  is  made  of  deer  fkins,  and' 
Have  fhoes  of  the  faihe  leather.  They  wear  aifo  a  deer's 
ikin  loofe  about  them  hke  a  cloak,  which  they  will  turn  to 
the  weather  fide.  In  this  habit  they  travel ;  but  w^hen 
they  are  at  home,  or  come  to-  their  journey's  end,  they 
prcfently  pull  off  their  breeches,  ftockings  and  fhoes,  wring 
out  the  water,  if  they  be  wet,  and  dry  them,;  and  rub  or 
chafe  the  fame.  Though  thefe  be  off,  yet  have  they  an- 
other fmall  garment  which  covereth  their  fecrets.  The 
men  wear  alfo,  when  they  go  abroad  in  cold  weather,  an 
ott-er,  or  fox  fkin  on  their  right  arm  ;  but  only  their  bracer 
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pn  the  left.     Women,  and  all  of  that  fex,  wear  ftrlng$ 
about  their  legs,  which  the  men  never  do. 

The  people  are  very  ingenious  and  obfervatu'e  ;  they 
keep  account  of  time,  by  the  moon,  and  winters  or  fum- 
iners  ;  they  know  divers  of  the  ftars  by  name  ;  in  particu- 
lar they  know  the  North  Star,  and  call  it  Majke^  which  is 
to  fay,  the  Bear  ;  alfo  they  have  many  names  for  the  y/inds. 
They  v/ill  guefs  very  well  at  the  wf^d  and  weather  before- 
hand, by  obfervations  in  the  heavens.  They  report  alfo, 
that  fome  of  them  can  caufe  the  wind  to  blow  in  what 
part  they  lift — can  raife  ftorms  and  tempefts,  which  they 
ufually  do,  v/hen  they  intend  the  death  or  deRrudion  of 
other  people,  that  by  reafon  of  the  unfeafonable  weather, 
they  may  take  advantage  of  their  enemies  in  their  houfes. 
At  fuch  times  they  perform  their  greateR  exploits,  and  at 
fuch  feafons,  when  they  are  at  enmity  with  any,  they  keep 
more  careful  watch  than  at  other  times. 

As  for  their  language,  it  is  very  copious,  large,  and  difli- 
^ult,  as  yet  we  cannot  attain  to  any  great  meafure  thereof; 
but  can  underftand  them,  and  explain  ourfelves  to  their  un- 
derftanding,  by  the  help  of  thofe  that  daily  converfe  with 
ns.  And  though  there  be  difference  in  an  hundred  miles 
diflance  of  place,  both  in  language  and  manners,  yet 
not  fo  much  but  that  they  very  well  underiland  each  other* 
And  thus  much  of  their  lives  and  manners. 

Inftead  of  Records  and  Chronicles,  they  take  this  courfe  i 
Where  any  remarkable  afl  is  done,  in  memory  of  it,  either 
in  the  place,  or  by  fome  pathway  near  adjoining,  they 
make  a  round  hole  in  th£-  ground  about  a  foot  deep,  and 
as  much  over,  which  when  others  paiUng  by  behold,  they 
inquire  the  caufe  and  occanon  of  the  fame,  which  being 
once  known,  they  are  careful  to  acquaint  all  men,  as  occa- 
Hon  ferveth  therewith  ;  and  left  fuch  holes  Ihould  be  hllcd 
or  grown  up  by  any  accident,  as  men  pafs  by,  they  will 
oft  renew  the  fame  :  By  which  means  many  things  of  great 
antiquity  are  freih  in  memory.     So  that  us  a  man  travel- 
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leth,  if  he  can  underftand  his  guide,  his  journey  will  be  leCs 
tedious,  by  reafon  of  many  hiftorical  difcourfes  which  wilj 
be  related  t^  him. 

For  that  continent  on  which  we  are^  called  New-Eng- 
iaiid,  although  it  hath  ever  been  conceived  by  the  Enghfh 
to  be  a  part  of  the  main  land  adjoining  to  Virginia,  yet  by 
relation  of  the  Indians  it  fhould  appear  to  be  otherwjfe  ; 
for  they  affirm  confidently  that  it  is  an  ifland,  and  that 
either  the  Dutch  or  French  pafs  through  from  fea  to  fea 
between  us  and  Virginia,  and  drive  a  great  t^-ade  in  the 
fame.  The  name  of  that  inlet  of  the  fea  they  call  Mohe- 
gon,  which  I  take  to  be  the  fame  which  we  call  Hudfon's 
river,  up  which  Mafter  Hudfon  went  many  leagues,  and 
for  want  of  .means  (as  I  hear)  left  it  undifcovered.  For 
confirmation  of  this  their  opinion  is  thus  much  j  though 
Virginia  be  not  above  an  hundred  leagues  from  us,  yet  they 
never  heard  of  Poiuhatan,  or  knev/  that  apy  Englifh  v/ere 
planted  in  his  country,  fave  only  by  us  and  Tifquantum^ 
who  went  thither  in  an  Englifn  fliip  ;  and  therefore  it  is 
more  probable,  becaufe  the  water  is  not  paiTable  for  them» 
who  are  very  adventurous  in  their  boats. 

Then  for  the  temperature  of  the  air,  in  almoft  three, 
years  experience  I  can  fcarce  diftinguifli  NeF'England 
from  Old-England,  in  refped  of  heat  and  cold,  froft,  fnow, 
rain,  wind,  &c.  Some  object  becaufe  our  plantation  iieth 
in  the  latitude  of  two  and  forty,  it  muft  heeds  be  much 
hotter.  I  confefs  I  cannot  giye  the  reafon  of  the  contrary  ; 
only  experience  teaches  us,  that  if  it  do  %xc^^di  England,  it 
is  fo  little  as  m.uil  require  better  judgments  to  difcern  it. 
And  for  the  winter,  I  rather  think  (if  there  be  difference) 
it  is  both  (harper  and  longer  in  New- England  than  Old  j 
and  yet  the  want  of  tliofe  comforts  in  the  one,  which  I  have 
enjoyed  in  the  other,  m.ay  deceiye  my  judgment  alfo. 
But  in  miv  beix  obfervation,  comparing  our  own  conditions 
with  the  relations  of  other  parts  of  America,  I  cannot 
conceive  of  any  to  agree  better  with  tlie  conilitutions  of 
,  the  Englifhx,  not   being  opprelfed  with  the  extremity 'bf 
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heat,  nor  nipped  by  biting  cold,  by  w-bich  means,  bleffed 
be  God,  we  enjoy  cur  health,  not\vithftandii»^  thofe  diffi- 
culties we  have  undergone,  in  fu..:h  a  meafure  as  would 
have  been  admired  had  we  liyed  in  England  with  the 
like  means.  The  day  is  two  hours  longer  than  here  when 
at  the  fhorteft,  and  as  much  fhorter  when  at  the  longeft. 

The  foil  is  variable,  in  fome  places  mould,  in  fome  clays 
and  others  a  mixed  fand,  &c.  The  chiefeft  grain  is  the 
Indian  malfe  or  Guinea  wheat ;  the  feed-time  beginneth.in 
the  midfl  of  April,  and  continueth  good  till  the  midfl  of 
May.  Our  harveft  beginneth  with  September.  This 
corn  increafeth  in  great  meafure,  but  is  inferior  in  quality 
to  the  fame  in  Virginia  ;  the  reafon  I  conceive  is  becaufe 
Virginia  is  far  hotter  than  it  is  with  us,  it  requiring  great 
heat  to  ripen.  But  whereas  it  is  objeded  againil  Nejv-Eng- 
land,  that  corn  will  not  grow  there  except  the  ground  be 
manured  with  fifh  :  I  anfwer,  that  where  men  fet  with  fiih 
(as  with  us)  it  is  more  eafy  fo  to  do  than  to  clear  ground, 
and  fet  without  fome  five  or  fix  years,  and  fo  begin  anew, 
as  in  Virginia  an4  elfewhere.  Not  but  that  in  fome  places 
where  they  cannot  be  taken  with  eafe  in  fuch  abundance, 
the  Indians  fet  four  years  together  without  them,  and 
have  as  good  corn  or  better  than  we  have  that  fet  witli 
them  ;  though  indeed  I  think  if  we  had  cattle  to  till  th.e 
ground,  it  would  be  more  profitable  and  better  agreeabljc 
to  the  foil  to  fow  >vheat, -rye,  barley,  peas  and  oats,  than 
to  fet  maife,  which  our  Indians  call  E'-Machim  ;  for  \'q.  haY<? 
had  experience  that  they  like  and  thrive  well ;  and  the 
other  will  not  be  procured  without  good  labour  and  dili- 
gence, efpecially  at  feed-time,  when  it  muft  alio  be  watched 
by  night,  to  keep  the  wolves  from  the  fifh,  till  it  be  rotten, 
Vv'hich  will  be  in  fourteen  days,  yet  men  agreeing  together 
and  taking  their  turns,   it  is  not  much. 

Much  might  be  fpoken  of  the  benefit  that  may  come  to 
(bch  as  Ihall  plant  here,  by  trading  with  the  Indians  for 
furs,  if  men  take  a  right  courfe  for  obtaining  the  fame  j 
fpr  I  dare  prefume  upon  that  fmail  experience  I  have  had 

to 
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to  affirm,  that  the  Englifh,  Dutch  and  French  retun^ 
yearly  many  thoufand  pounds  profit  by  trade  only,  froni^ 
that  iiland  on  which  we  are  feated. 

Tobacco  may  be  there  planted,  but  not  with  that  profit 
as  in  fome  other  places,  neither  were  it  profitable  there  tft 
follow  it,  though  the  increafe  were  equal,  becaufe  fifh  is  a 
better  and  richep  commodity,  and  more  neceffary,  which 
may  be  and  there  are  had  in  as  great  abundance  as  in  any: 
other  part  of  the  world ;  witnefs  the  weft-country  mer- 
chants of  England,  which  return  incredible  gains  yearly 
from  thence.  And  if  they  can  fo  do,  which  here  buy 
their  fait  at  a  great  charge,  and  tranfport  more  company 
to  make  their  voyage  than  will  fail  their  fliips,  what  may. 
the  planters  expe<ft  when  once  they  are  feated,  and  make, 
the  moft  of  their  fait  there,  and  employ  theiiifelves  at  leaft 
eight  months  in  fifliing,  whereas  the  other  fifli  but  four, 
sfed  have  their  fhip  lie  dead  in  the  harbour  all  the  time, 
whereas  fuch  fhipping  as  belong  to  Plantations  may  take 
freight  of  palTengers  or  cattle  thither,  and  have  their 
lading  provided  againll  they  come  I  I  confefs  we  have. 
come  fo  far  fhort  of  the  means,  to  raife  fuch  .'returns,  as. 
•with  great  difficulty  we  have  preferved  our  lives ;  info- 
much  as  when  I  look  back  upon  our  condition,  and  weak 
means  to  preferve  the  fame,  I  rather  admire  at  God*s  mer- 
cies and  providence  in  our  prefervation,  than  that  no  great- 
er things  have  been  effefted  by  us.  But  though  our  be- 
o-inning  have  been  thus  raw,  fmall  and  difficult,  as  thou, 
haft  feen,  yet  the  fame  God  that  hath  hitherto  led  us^ 
through  the  former,  I  hope  will  raife  means  to  accomplifh 
the  latter. 
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dians, 230 
-,  adopts  Meafufes  of  Defence,  231 
-,  furrenders  the  Patent  to  the  Colony j  239 
-,  his  Death,  244 
-,  his  Charadterj  _  ^45,  24S 
-,  his  Hiftory  of  the  Colony,  .  246 
-,  Part  of  his  Letter  Bock  found  at  Halifax,  247 
-,  his  difcrset  and  decifive  Proceedings  with 

Lyford,  248, 25© 
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— ■■ — '—',  attempts  a  Settlement  at  Newfoundland   and 
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P— . 9  embarks  for  Amerisa,  ibid 

I— II ,  returns  to  England,  269 

— ,  arrives  at  Plymoiith,  ibid 

i  '■    — '- — ,  delivers  a  Difcourfe  on  Self  Love,  ibid 

— ,  fails  for  England,  ibid 

-          — ,  taken  by  the  French,  ibid 

;L— : ,  his  Death  and  Chara«fter,  270 

.,  his  fon  a  Ruling  Elder  at  Plyitiouth,  iy'ji 
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.— — -^,  Defence  of  it  committed  to  Miles  Standiih,      3 1 3 

'- -—■■ — -,  Defeription  of  its  Situation,  204 

' r— — ,  dangerous  Fire  at  its  firft  Settlement,  20^ 

Pl^ymouth  Colony,  its  Settlement,  Progrefs,  Sufferings, 
Government,  Laws,  Sic.  vid.  Carver,  Bradford, 
Erewfler,  WinfloWj  and  Standifli,  179 — 536 

Powhatan,  reconciled  to  the  Englifh,  42,  43 

r •: ,  his  Death  and  Chara<fler,  63 

Pocahontas,  preferves  H.  Spelman  frorai  Powhatans         34 

• -i  concealed  by  Japazaws,  41 

— ■ — ,  obtained  by  Argal  &  conveyed  to  Jameftpwn,ibiQ 

*^ — — ,  married  to  J.  Rolfe,  ^  42 

•r- — ■' ,  accompanies  Sir  T.  Dale  to  England,  45 

??— ■ — ,  her  Defcendants,  4^ 

Pring  Martin  fails  for  North  Virginiaj  1 2 

« 5  difcovers  Fox  Iflands,  ibi 

,  enters   Saco,  Kennebeck,  York,   a,nd  Pifcat^qua 

i .  '.       Rivers,  126 

u>    '  ,  enters  Maflachufetts  Bay,,  ibid 

•r- ,  lands  at  Edgartown,  '  128 

rr ,  Interview  with  the  Natives,  1 25 

? ,  fends  a  Cargo  of  Saffafras  to  England,  13  ; 

— — ,  returns  to  England,  a  3| 

• ,  his  fecond  Voyage,  345 

Prodor  Mrs.  her  heroic  Defence  againfi:  the  Indians,  8^ 

Quakers  debarred  from  their  Meeting-Houfes  in  London,  387 

— ■ ,  aiTemble  in  the  Streets,  ibid 

* — ' ,  their  Caufe  rendered  Popular  by  an  intemperate 

ExpreiEon  of  Sir  John  HowePs,  383. 

'-      — ,  their  Church  Government  and  Difcipline  fettled 

by  Perm  and  otliers,  5S9 

'         — ,  their  Sentiments  concerning  Marriage,  ibid 

. — . ,  fuffer  by  a  teft  Law  made  againft  Papifts,  391 

— • ,  inefFedual  Application  to  Parliament  for  Relief,  ibid 

,  Penn's  Exertion  in  their  Behalf,  428,  429 

— - — — ,  relieved  by  James  11.  431 

-~ — ,  their  Addrefs  of  Thanks  to  liim,  .  ibidl 

-,  become  Obnoxious  on  that  Account,  ibi4 
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kaleigh  Sir  Walter,  his  Death,  63 

Rohinfon  John,  his  Birth  and  Education,  152 

« -,  Minifler  of  a  Congregation  of  DifTenterSj  152 

• ,  his  Congregation  perfecuted,  l^^*  ^54 

,  removes  with  his  Church  to  Amflerdam,  157 

■ -,  removes  to  Leyden,  ibid 

• ■ — ,  his  public  DIfpute  with  Epifcopius,  160 

^ ,  his  Sentiments,  162 — 164 

,  his  Church  contemplates  a  Removal,  165,  166 

-,  apply  to  the  Virginia  Company,  169 

— ■,  preaches  to  them  previous  to  Removal,  171 

,  his  juft  and  liberal  Sentiments,  175,  174 

— ',  his  afFe<5lionate  Leave  of  thofe  who'  embarked 

■for  America,  174 

-,  prevented  from  removing  to  America,  1 75 

-= r~,  his  Death,  Charader  and  Pcfterity,  176,  178 

S 

Saco  River,  149 

Samcfet  vifits  theHymouth  Settlers,  216 
Sandys  Sir  Edwin,  Treafurer  of  the  Virginia  Company,    17 

Savage  Rock,  126 

Salfafras  the  principal  Objecfl:  of  Pring's  Voyage,  ibid 

"Silk  attempted  to  be  produced  in  Virginia,  71 

Smith  Sir  Thomas,  9 

i- ,  calumniated,  ro,  13 

— — ,  Decree  of  Chaucery  in  his  Favour,  16 
'"-"    ,  refigns  his  Office  of  Treafurer  of  the  Virginia 

Company,  17 
=— — »,  2CCO  Acres  of  Land  granted  to  him  in  Virginia^    ibid 

Somers  Sir  George,  Admiral  of  Virginia,  21 

'•'       ,  Difpute  with  Gates  about  Rank,  25 

"^ — ,  vn-ecked  on  Bermuda  Ifiands,  25 

^ ,  arrives  in  Virginia,  30 

— ,  Voyage  to  Burmudas,  54,  35 

— — ,  his  Death,  Burial  and  Monument,  35,  36 

Somer's  Iflands,  named  from  him,  ibid 

Somers  Matthew,  35 

Spelman  Henry  preferved  by  Pocahontasj  54 

Standiili  Miles,  310 

,  a  Soldier  in  the  Netherlands,  311 

= ,  fettles  at  Leyden,  ibid 

,  embarks  for  America,  ibid 

" ,  commands  a  Party  for  Difcovery  at  Cape  God,    ibid 

,  Chief  Military  Commander  at  Ply  mouths  ibid 

-■i—™—.,  compels  Corbitant  to  fubmit.  31-2- 


47^  1      N      D      E      X, 

Staiidlfli,  his  x\rrangements  for  the  Defence  of  Plymouth,  3 1  j 

,  his  Voyage  to  Matachieft,  ibid 

,  fefohite  Ccndudl  with  the  Indians,  314. 

,  his  Voyage  to  Manomet,  315 

,  his  Expedition  to  We/fagufTet,  3^6*  317 

,  his  Expedition  to  Cape  Ann,  328,329 

i  Mr.  Hubbfird's  Obfervations  relating  to  him,       329 

• ,  Mr.  Robinfon'?  Letter  refpedling  him,  ibid 

— ;  Apology  for  his  Condud,  330,  331 

— -,  Agent  for  the  Colony  in  England,  331 

-,  returns  to  Plymouth,  332 


,  Expedition  again il  Morton  at  Mount  Wollafton,  334 

•f-^r — — ,  his  Settlement  at  Danbury,  335 

,  his  Death  and  Defcendants,   '  335>  33§ 

Stith,  his  Remarks  on  fending  Convids  to  Virginia,  69 

—^ — ,  his  Eulogy  of  Virginia  Company,  97 

T. 
Thorpe  George,  rhurdered  by  the  Indians',  80 

— ■,  his  Character,  81 

Tillotfon  Dr.  his  candid  Treatment  of  Penn,  430 

Tobacco  cultr/ated  in  Virginia^  70 

■,  King  James*  Averfion  to  it,  ibid 

*- ,  its  Cultivation  oppofed  by  the  Virginia  Company,  71 

J  becomes  a  ftaple  Commodity  of  Virginia,  ibid 

— ,  prohibited  in   England,  uniefs  the  Growth  of 

the  Colonies,  95 

V 
Vane  Sit  Henry,  Governor  of  MafTachuietts,  346 

Virginia,  Expedition  to,  23 

' •,  Characier  of  a  Company  of  Its  Settlers,  26 

',  State  of,  at  Lord.  Delaware's  Departure,  37 

— : ,  at  Sir  Thomas  Dale's  Arrival,  ibid 

— • ,  Adventurers  to  their  Difcouragement,  38 

— ,  Defcription  of  it  by  Gates  and  Delaware,       38,  40 

— ,  Difficulties  in,  from  the  Manner  of  holding 

Lands,  45,  49 

*- ,  Sir  Thomas  Dale's  high  Opinion  of  it,  49,  50 

,  fupplied  with  Com  by  the  Natives,  57 

-,  great  Mortality  in  its  firll:  Aifembly,  66 

■-, ,  general  Views  of  its  Settlers,  67 

,  a  Number  of  young  Women  fent  there,  66y  67 

,  Conviifts  fent  there,  67 

— ,  Slaves  firft  introduced  there,  70 

•^- ,  its  Tobacco  Trade,  '  70,  71 

^ — ,  new  Settlements  there  in  Yeardley's  Admin- 

iftration,  •  7* 
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Virginia,  Means  of  Defence  tWe'neg3e<r:cr!i        ^  7j 

•,  Maflkcre  of  a  great  Number  of  the  inhabitants,  79, 80 


-     ■       ,  Iron  Works  and  I>ead  Ore  there,  82 

-^ ,  many  of  the  Plantations  there  abandoned,  ii  id 

■>    ■       -,  Wartyith  the  Natives,  82,  8/^. 

y* — ■ ,  its  flender  Aid  from  the  CroWn,  86 

'-^ >,  Orders  of  Council  for  an  AlteratiorK  in    its 

Government,  88 

•*i^^ — — ,  CommitTicners-  fent  to,  89 

"  ■'   ,  Qi70  Warranto  againft  the  Company  of,  90 

■^         — ,  Aliemblv  protcil:  and  appoint  an  Ag-ent,  91 

•* — =— — ,  John  Porentis  their  Ageni  dies  on  his  PafTage 

to  Enp:land,  ibid 

>  ■  '   '  -■-,  applies  to  the'  H  :iCc  of  Common?^*  94 

•^-^ ,  their  Petition  ordered  to  be  withdrawn  by  the 

King,  9^ 

■       ,  Meetings  of  the  Company  of,  fupprefled>  ibid 

■m  ,  Charter  vacated,  97 

— ■^- ,  Government  new  modelled  by  King  James,    97,  98 

W 
Wainman  Sir  Fetdinando,  his  Arrival  ia  Virginia^  and 

Death,  ^  25- 

Weymouth  George  fails  for  America:,       _      '  535- 

^ ,  01dmixon'"s  and  Beverley's  Miftakes  refpedl- 

ing  his  Voyage,  ibid 

— •.— s  difcovers  George's  Iflandsy  135:,  137. 

Pentecoft  Harbour,  137,  138 


,  Obfervations   on  his   Journal  by  John    F. 
'    Williams,  146,  14^ 

• «,  Abftrad  of  his  Voyage,  with  the  Author's 

Queries,  136,  14^ 

,  kidnaps  fome  of  the  Natives,-  139 

.     ■,  difcovers  Penobfcot  River,  149 

White  Peregrine  fir  ft  EngliihChild  born  in  New-England,  19^ 

Williams  John  Foiler„  his  Obfervations  oa  Weymouth's 

Voyage,  i^6,  14S 

Window  Edward,  his  Birth  and  Educatloai,  281 

,  travels  on  the  Continent,  ibid 

— — ,  joins  Robinfon's  Church,  ibid 

— ,  fettles  at  Lsyden  and  marries,  ibid 

— ,  removes  to  America  with  his  Family,  ibid 

' ,  one  of  the  Difcoverers  of  Plymouth  Harbour,    ibid 

.>-_ ,  Death  of  his  Wife,  and  fecond  Marriage^  28Z 

,  his  Vifit  to  MafTafToit,     '  aSl,  28^ 

■ ,  his  Voyage  to  Monahi|JOiii  399 
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%VinfIcw,  his,  fecond  Vifit  to  MalTairort  m  the  Time  of 

his  Sicknefs,  290—298 

wer.t  to  England  Agent   for   the  Colony  of 

New-England,    .  299 

publilhed  a  Narrative  of  the  TranfaiTcions  of  the 

Colony,  ibid 

returns  ^o  Plymouth,  and  brings  the  fir  ft  neat 

Cattle  brought  to  New- England,  ibid 

his  fecond  Voyage  to  England,  300 

detects  Lyford,  and  returns  16  Plymouth,  .  ibid 
ele(51:ed  Affiftant,  301 

again  fent  Agent  to  l^ngland,  ibid 

Application  to  theCommiilioners  of  the  Colonies,  302 
queftioned  by  Archbilhop  Laud  for  celebrat- 
ing Marriages,  303 
his  Defence,"                                                    3 03*  304 
pronounced    guilty   of    Separation   from    the 

Church,  ibid 

committed  to  the  Fleet  Prifon,  ibid 

peticions  the  Board  and  obtains  a  Releafe,  ibid 

returns  to  r^'ew-Eiigiand.andchofen  Governor,  ibid 
choien  Commiilioner  of  the  United  Colonies,  ibid 
Agent  to  England  to  anfwer  the  Complaint  of 

Gorton,  ibid 

conducts  with  Ability  and  Succefs,  305 

engaged  In  colonizi"^ig  and  converting  the  In- 
dians, ibid 
one  cf  the  Corporation  for  that  Purpofe,  30(5 
one  of  tlie  Commiilicncrs  fent  by  Cromwei!  on 

an  Expedition  againil  the  Spaniards>  307 

dies  on  the  Paliage  to  Jamaica,  ,  ibid 

buried  with  the  Honours  of  War^  308 

bis  Settlement  at  Marihiield,  ibid 

Account  of  ills  Defcendants,  308,  309 

his  Account  of  the  Indians,  451-^-46? 

Winthrop  John,  his  Birth  and  Anceftry,  337 

* ,  educated  by  Law,  '     ibid 

. ,  Leader  of  the  Settlement  in  MafTachufetts,      358 

, ,  fi-ft  Governor  of  the  Colonies, 

., ^- ,  Settlement  at  Newtown, 

■'' ,  R-emoval  to  Bofton, 

-,  his  Character,  340 


ibid 

339 

340 

343 
ibid 


-,  left. out  cf  the  Hagiftracy, 
-,  Examination  of  his  Accounts  and  honourable 
Ilefult,  344 
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Winthrop,  his  Humility,  ^-       3 "'4 

- — ■ ,  his  Firmnefs  and  Decifion,  345 

„.«.^ ,  Viis  Difficulties  with  Mrs.  Hutchiafbn  and  her 

Followers,  34$ 

..i— i- ,  fuperfeded  iy  Henry  Vane,  Ibid 

-,  elected  Governor  again,  348 


— — ,  affifts  at  a  Synod,  349 

,  his  firm  and  cprre^  Condudl  with  the  Church 

at  Bofton,  350  351 

-——,  hio  Opinion  of  Democracy,  352 

.,  of  Magiftracy  and  Liberty^  355 


— ,  his  pecuniary  EnibarrafTmenis,  ^^6 

— ,  his  Afflidions,  357 

-— ,  Governor's  Ifland  granted  to  him,  ibid 

— ,  his  Death,  ibicl 
=,  his  Pidure  preferved  in  the  Senate  Chamber 

of  Mafiachufetts,  ibid 

»,  his  Journal,  358 

=,  his  Pofterity,  ibi4 


Winthrop  John,  Governor  of  Connedlicut,  his  Birtjh  an4 

Education,  389 

-,  his  Removal  to  Ne>v-lingland,  ibid 

-,  Services  to  the  Colony,  ibid 

=,  builds  Saybrook  Fort,  360 
-y  obtains  a  Charter  incorporating  Connedicut 

and  New-Haven,  ibit} 
-9  Governor  of  the  Colony  of  Conneclicut,  for 

14  Years,  361 
-,  eleded  Fellow  of  the  Royal  Society,  ibi4 
-3  one  of  the  CommiSoners  of  the  United  Col- 
onies, 362 
■— ,  dies  at  Boflon,  ibid 


Wyat  Sir  Francis  fucceeds  Yeardley,  74 

' ,  his  Inilructions  from  the  Virginia  Company,  ibi4 

. ,  arrives  in  Virginia,  75 

*        ,  deceived  by  the  Indian  Cliiefs,  ibid 
<» ,  Malfacre  o£  the  Inhabitant?  while  he  was  Gov- 
ernor, 78,  80 
r— -,  oppofes  the  Change  of  Government  attempted  by 

the  Crown,  92 

— ,  returns  to  Ireland,  99 

Y 

Yeardley  George,  GoTrernor  of  Virginia,  ^6 

-,  encourages  the  Cultivation  of  Tobacco,  ibid 

-,  attacks  the  Chickahominy  Indians,  5^f  57 
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Yeardler,  fuperfeded  by  Arga!,  j;  jp 

•^ ,  appointed  Governor-General  ofVirgmfa^  6i 

,  his  Attention  to  his  Government,  6^ 

,  oppofed,  72 

,  refigris,  Jbii 

,  refumes  the  Govertimcttt  on  Wyat*s  Beparttir«>    99 

■■"  -  ■       ,  his  Deaths  ibid 
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Page  57,  line  10  from  bottom,  read  161 7. 

P.  293,  1.  7,  for  *wry,  r.  nvay,  « 

P.  403, 1.  7,  from  bottom,  for  t'wentj-t'Wd  r.  fevsnt^-fm^ 
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